
branches overhead, was sending a whirlwind "t

glowing >]>ark> t-> the ••\u25a0;>- "l the overhanging trees.

Arrival of the Brigade

TI'ST then tin- d<.gs began lo blow and then to
J gruwl. as a strange Indian strode out oi the gath-
ering gloom into the brilliant glare of the fire.

'•IVat-che! wat-cln-f" what clieer. what cheer)

>a:iij out a halfbret'd
The stranger replied in Cree. ami the two S.-^iti

a lively conversation The Indian was the track
beater of a fur brigade that was approaching All
were now keenly interested The cracking ol whips
and -he howling of ."1..-- was heard, and .1little later
the tinkling of I.ells. Then came a train of long
legged; handsomely harnessed dog.-, hauling a highly
decorated carryall, behind which trotted a pictur-
esque haUbreed dog driver. When the Irani had
drawn abreast of otir ti:v. ;.n elderly white isia::.

who proved :•> be •::•\u25a0 distric; chief factor of the
iludv'.:i \':C- i oinpain i!unbered out from l»eneati:
a pile of rolWs cheerfully returned r:iy greeting, and
accepted with ilignitied tfmrtesy a ><-at nj"':!tny
dunnage beside our fire other train.- followed.
unt:i in a little while the v\ :• seemed full >>i

laugliing; talking men and snapi'ing. snarling d"gs
>.-n<- sixteen men were -»»n cn»wding round the
fire, and over fifty d'-gs and .. d.»zen sleds .vere
bl."»cking the s|»aee> between the ::<;••

Some <>i the men moved on with a\es :ii their
hands] and the s>«und of chopping !»egan to e«l:.»
through the wtK»ds: I»n every side big .iry tree-;

cam*- crashing down: '1":.<- r.Mnti^of the fires -ir-v-

the darkness farther away. Th«-n f-uld !••- -<-t-:i

ihe building oi stages on which to pla; c the valuable
fur laden sleds out of reach of the de'stnictive dogs:
the gathering "! evergreen brush: the unhitching "l

dogs and the hanging up of their harness in the
burniunding trees; the unloading ••! -!<-<5-: the
placing offrozen whitoh-!i to thaw f..r the dogs; the

baking of bannocks, the frying of \pjrk. and the in-

fusing of tea. Then in silence the^ men ate, raven-
ously; while the dogs watched them. When piped

ha<T U'eM filled and lighted, each driver to..k l.:i

allotment ftshT^iHed his dogs aside .'and gave each
..t them a couple Some of the |>nites l"dted their
food in a few gulps and rushed t \u25a0 seize the share
..: others: but a few blows from the drivers loaded
lashes^-learl ... the center t«. give
weight

—
>ln>ve iin-!;; back

When thedogs hail devoiire itheir day.- rati-'tis.—

over it not half an hour l>e-
f>re. Hut when our route
turned from it \\<- entered a
forest of heavy timlier where
a new track had to be beaten
for tin- dogs to follow.

Here and there through
the interlocked hian< h of
ihe sn» >wmant ledevergreen
whose spreading arms roofed
the forest's silent aisles* long
shafts of gladdening sunlight
shone obliquely down upon
the soml>er gray carpet of
the woods, and marked it
with ever varying splashes
<if dazzling white; which casi
soil reflections far among
the bole., and lighted up the
shadowy lanes where hares
werestillat play! Overhead;
huge fluffy wreaths and long
son festoons were draped in
graceful array: while 'on the
tops'of tiny, slender spruce
Iree.-~.>'r upon rotten .\u25a0-; ump*..
or even upon the fungous
brackets that clung to life-
less trunks, rested big bo->es
of snow, sometimes two or
three feet in diameter and
four in height, that looked
a> if at any moment their
fragile supports might break
away. \eti withthe help of
the sun's dancing rays, these
strange forms fashioned in
such fanciful sha}x*s gave
the winter wilderness an
aspect ofenchanting-splendor
recalling childh f_s dreams
offain-land.

Bui in a moment the
sunshine vanished, and the
trees bewail to whisjjer of
the coining wind, to shake
their shaggy heads in dis-.... t" sway their
shoulders stooping beneath
their heavy mantles <>!'gray:
until The enchanted wood
became once more only a forest in a snow storm
X-'-.v. instead of sunlight showing the way. the sjl torn

of night shrouded •
\u25a0i:r course. Sd«n men and dogs

alike were coated with snow; while not a sound was
heard except the defiant roaring of the pines.

The Hasty Noon Lunch
AT n<«<n the dogs were halted where dry wood-'*•

and evergreens were at han<!.;he dry » ii'>r a
fire, and the .-\u25a0.•\u25a0 a carpet to protect our
moccasins from the elting snow. Hurriedh we
washed down freshly thawed bannock and slices of
fried pork with dishes of sleant ing tea. A smoke,

and then ••nee more we turned to breaking a heavy
trail. S>..n. traveling into sunshine, we caught
sight of two magnificent timber wolves trotting
along among the trees n<>t fifty yards away Splen-
did creatures they were, with then shaggy coats

waving as ey ran. like fields of ripening wheat in
a breeze. They were b:;j brutes] looking taller an :
heavier than any of our dogs. W:th wistful faces
and soft, friendly eyes they kept us company >r
<.ver two hours The dogs, of course! ire!ted to be

at them: but the wolves were not afraid, for they
seemed to know that they were a match for hah ..
dozen d >gs. As usual the packeteers hud no gun;
a:id. when they coaxed me f» use mmc. [ was glad
firind that Icould do nothing with it:for.as some-
times .... the North*the intensecold had <-\u0084n.
tracted the ... and rendered the hammer useless.< hit up >n a lake we s^vung where the wind packed
snow made easy going. Here the heavy sled- slid
along a> if loadless. and we broke into a run On
roundinga point; ive'sawa band "i woodland carilK>u
trot oft the lake and enter the distant forest. By
the time we had reached the end of the lake, and
hud taken to the shelter of the tree-, dusk was creep-
ing through the eastern woods; the sun was hearing
the ....... hill>. and we made camp for the
night. We were to sleep in the open; for in winter
the trippers, or packeteers, never carry tents, but
bivouac on the snow with nothing hut a blanket
between them and the Aurora Borealis. though the
thermometer may fall to >i\ty below zer<» Instinc-
tively we divided the work among ourselves; One.
with a snowshoe, cleared a space on which to bu:ld
the fireahd spread «ur,!»eds: another, uvni in search
of balsam bru^h to make a mattress beside the fire:
another chopjied :i:.-.•\u25a0•\u25a0-!: another unharnessed
the dogs. Presently a crackling, roaring fire, whose
long tongued flames seemed !«-nt on reaching the

i>r. the Trail Again

-

..... loud ' '

JYEZ. :•»;\u25a0\u25a0-. /<• pacqurt!" shouted
IK-Lir-'tide as he floundered into
the trading room without a thought
•\u25a0: ek»singVthe <!<»>r. though the
drifting snow scurried in after him.
\u0084:,.: called tn the others \>> come
and >cc. Instantly irade was
stopped. The factor, the clerk, and
the Indians rushed t<» the doorway
ti» obtain a glimpse of the l"iiij

expected packet: For three days-
.m 11iv .aized. and the snow was .still blowing

x
-

rime ay.a- Delaronde. ye auld fule! Come
\u25a0

'

W'i an" steek vim door! V diniu >cc ony***
?^'roared the 'trader. wh<. could distinguish

S^]:tnedyin S^ow.
-Riw m'su-n. meblnr she not very clear ius
..T

1Lut w
:en Ipass from de Mad Wolf's Hill.

'."',,,, storra shf lif a ieetle. 1 sot- tw«. men an

£r£SS5' '•\u25a0 U-1-.w do :,W.,." .7.!k..1.7.!k..1 the
fjjOTed for) runner, who had returned^from a

Lt*^stVoi •
\u25a0

\u25a0 the gless. maawn: fetch me
• pVss an' a:Mins we may catch a Rlmt o them::e r"l,i"',1

"
;- \u25a0•>\u25a0•:•\u25a0' snaV; though 1 doot if it's

V''v".*.,."". - ,-. "
And the factor s; 1 shad-

w&evcs and li-izing anxiously m the ...
S^Winvisfl \u25a0\u25a0\u25a0 \u25a0"'• Jiu* the fort hunter
S^Wtnmed with ihe telescope, the snowy veil
'uideniy ihaii I in! revealed the gray figure oi a

t-iopcr comins utrtje »a«K ;

\u25a0•^«<:v. •\u25a0•\u25a0•:\u25a0
'

Kere-e-jrfmgl- sang out one of the

|^~ 1C f -: ; snoiwsh<>e runner. Immediately-?-V,v•v'-f •• '
\u25a0 rushed forward to meet :he little

ighited R'li
--

\u25a0-• charge <•: the storm bound- , ~^a \u25a0 , i\elc •:>\u25a0 him with a fusillade ot srunpacket, anu . •\u25a0!. -^ - -

The Coming of the Mail

E"news
Za oftbe'-'G md Pays -^-the haintant s sijjnificant

for the \u25a0 r -.v-tli—had at last arrived. The
ponotonous r -utine of the pc-st was forgotten To-
£,vth<- lon^. \u25a0Irrarv silence oj tno subarctic w::itor

v mid be broken ii ti;*jnby hearty feasting, merry
,::^.c and joyyus dancing in honor of the arrival
cf the half-vc.:r:>:\u25a0-,\u25a0..._

\IIcrowded r<-Au>' the voyageur. who. though

scaicelv mon t!:an five feet in height, was lamed
a aioxcshoe runner throughout the wilderness

t^eichinc from the Saskatchewan River to the
Antic Ocean. While they were eaijerly plying him
Biti questa \u25a0•;-. the crack of a dog whip was heard.
Pjesmtly tlw faint tinkling of bells came through

fae storm: In a moiiient all the *]<».:> oi the settle-
Dcattrere in an uproar: for the packet had arrived.

W:ih a final rush the gaunt, travel worn d..gs
ra'lo'ped through the driving snow. and. eager for

tbrshelter uf the trading 'room, bolted pellmell
eaoogh the gathering at the d-jorw^y. upsetting
fcaJfadozra spectators before tlie driver could halt
tae'innawaysjby falling headkmg upon the fore-
roex's back'and flattening him upon the floor.

Allwas excitement •\u25a0.\u25a0."" post dashed
tv: with bristling hair and champing jaws t"over-

awe the strangers^ \mid the hubbub of shouting
r.im. woraen; an :children^ the cracking of whips,
aad tbe relping of d >gs. the packet was removed
\'<ra the overturned sled and hustled into the fac-
t&rs office, where it was opened, and the mail
middy overhauled. While the factor and his
tjert were busily writing despatches, a Telay of
foes wa- s>c::ii,r haraessed. and t'.v.. fresh ...
ren? making ready to sj»eed the ... its
noidiWard way.

Presently the factors letter^ were sealed and
•umedly depi.»sited in the packet i*ix.which was
hfhed on the tail oi the sled! the i>,r-.- part of which
ivas packed withblanket^ il"ur. tea. and j*>rk for
the packeteers, and frozen whitefish f\u25a0 >r the d-»j:>.

Ther. amid the usual handshaking the word'
Marciw.'" was given^ a:i<l t" the tune ->f cracking

deps, whining dc«gs, and crunching snow, we
PRTing away from the quaint mudded log buildings,
put through the big gateway, and down upon the
sn avv lake. The Indian track beater hurried on far in
advance oi the |»acket ira:n. and the halfbreed
dr.ver loped behind, while my man and dogs
l-.ught up the rear.

Dr»»»nB« b\ the Author

By ARTHUR HEMING

postmen of the Wilderness
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