
MR. BALFOUPTS LEADERSHIP

In the House of Commons Mr. Balfoui"s su-
premacy has retpained unchallenged. He is an
easy master of that complex asser- bly. He
judges its temper w'tn an accuracy which only
a long experience can insure. He possesses a
perfect knowledge of the rules and reforms
which govern the deliberations of the Common*.
It is not too much to say that, though he no
longer sits upon the Treasury bench, rhe busi-
ness of the present government (such as it is)
C"uld not be carried on witho'it his interven-
tion Since the time of Sir Robert Peel no
statesman ha.s h*ld so lofty a position of au-
thority unquestioned on either side. But.
while "he is ready to put his unrivailed experi-
ence at the service of the House, he does not
forget that he is the leader of an opposition
whose business it is to oppose. He has harried
the forces of the government without pity and
without rest. He has attacked them with all
the powers of damaging criticism which are pe-
culiarly his own. A master of fierce contempt
a* well as of merciless logic, he can alternate
argument with satire. That the government of
Sir Henry Campbell-Bannerman has fallen so
speedily into the pit of discredit is due almost
entirely to the tireless energy and watchful
brain of Mr. Baifour. The mistakes of the dis-
jointed rabble which attempts to govern our
country are all its own. It is to Mr. Balfour's
credit that no single misdeed escapes the no-
tice or risks the misunderstanding of the people,—

Blackwood's.

can die drunk Ishall di» happy
"

Tn like man-
ner argues Yuan Hac-wfn. of th? Nii-ch*n Tar-
tar dynasty: "Ifa man does not drink wine,

how is he to cure his various corr.t^laints^"
There are many stories in Chinese literature

of practical jokes played on tipsy people. On°
man. in early day?, when shoes were left at the
house door—a custom borrowed later on by the
Japanese

—
used to amuse himself by mixingup

the shoes of his guests, and rearranging thpm

at random: the result being that wfaea use
Ciineti took their leave, already half-seas over,

with one big shoe and one little one, there were
many falls and sprawlings in th road, much
enjoyed by the host who was seeing his friends
home.— Herbert A. Gilts, in The Nineteenth
Century.

Historic London Squares— Pcstoffice Problems in India—Life at

Oxford in the Eighteenth Century.
HISTORIC LONDON SQUARE?.

\u25a0MB
* topographical i»oint of view the I,'in-

,4 M*ares are a* interesting as any part of

Jhf'city- Those in the east are faintly—

!j«es= b\it very faintly—reminiscent of the social
H^e of the seventeenth century, but a variety
rortraneous circumstances has added to their

value a? memorials of the past.

rfcarterhouse Square is i»rt and parcel of the
',^,- foundation v.hoae name it bears, and of
precincts whereof it was once an integral

-Srt- Devonshire Square preserves the mem-
*~L.or sue of those noble \u25a0 .'aces which once ex-
"\u25a0(j v from Charing Cross to the heart of the
iXv a:,,i of which th« last to be demolished was
ijj'Northumberland game of our own day.

\u25a0|jcf>.. Square is another example of "Time's
destroying hand," for it stands on the site of the
cjrdenf attached to that Salisbury House where
«nee the Bishops of Salisbury lived in semi-
„—;.state. St. John's Square I*associated with

the priery of St. John at Clerkenwell, of which
jli»incie:it gateway Is a still more Interesting
-ri'ic: while Kinsbury Sejuare. of much more re-
J^ptdate. i.« an exaini>le of that building de-
velopment which brought Moorfields into line

urith the residential portions of the city.

With all these squares, as with those in the

ITefi End of the town, the names of illustrious
residents are indissolubly connected. Charter-
*,nu Square is thus associated with merry Sir
\u25a0miiism I>avenant. when he set up a playhouse

bcfclsd old Rutland House, which once stood in

Its precincts; and good Richard Baxter, when he
jived and died in his lodging* here. Devonshire
House, later known as "Fisher's Folly."with It*
aeniories of the second Earl of Devonshire, the
«fvent*»cnth Earl of Oxford and the Campbells,
i,. Devonshire Square a place among the

fS&tos&bfe quarters >f London In the seven-
teenth century, with which itspresent day com-
mercial aspect is sadly at variance. Samuel
Richardson's name is closely associated with
RaSstasy Square, where he combined the double
raJHr.g at printer and author <f»r here he wrote

*Tame!a">. and where he dwelt apparently not

tnucli to the satisfaction of Mrs. Richardson, and
rrfce-e Johnson visited him and Goldsmith cor-
rected his proofs. The name of that egregious

bookseller Lackington springs to the mind when
a» visit Finsbury Square, and St. John's Square

H eloquent of the memory of Gilbert Burnet.
irho lived nd died in a house on its western

Fide.—E. Beresford Chancellor, in The Nine-
teenth Century.

A FLOATING THEATRE.
A flcatinq theatre recently opened at BremerH aven is one of the novelties cf the season. The

stage is built on the deck of a large specially constructed boat. it is amply provided

with scenery, and the fact that the-e is water where in other playhouses the parquet is

located does not make the stage picture* less good. There are no footlights on the stage.

the scenes being illuminated by reflected I'ght from the shore. The auditorium is the gar-

den of the Stadt Theatra, which extends to the edge cf the Weser. A piay the scene of
which is laid in Venice was selected for- the opening pc-fo-mance on the unique stage.

[\u25a0. Wo

PO?TOFFICE PROBLEM? IN INDIA.

To the Oriental mind the outside of a letter
*ras ilie appropriate place for sending saluta-
tjori^ and greetings and for expressing pious

hci-es :<>r the welfare and long life of the per-

son addressed. And this person could not l>e

named without the addition of some title of
respect or honer. or some high flown phrase of
flattery Nor was the language of compliment

a|id liyr^rbole limited to the case of men of

rink and distinction. Terms like "most wor-
ibipfui" were freely bandied about on the out-

ride of envelopes between people of ordinary

•Bgref and even servants could not be ad-
dressed without being called, in Persian phrase,

'"the blessed lightof the eyes" or "the only sun
of the existence* of their correspondents.

In illustration of this. Igive a few specimens

of the resees which were in common use in

India in the middle of last century. These
«pecimer.s. in every case, are faithful transla-
tior.«= of the actual addresses on letters taken
at random from the Calcutta Dead Letter Office,

for the nmuusea of a postal commission which
sKflested Its report In I^l. The following ad-

dress is that of a letter dispatched by a. Ma-
hometan pk-ader to his nephew, and is a good
example of th. length to which the writing on
r.r envelope could run. It will be noticed that

the young man "of virtuous manners" to whom

the letter is addressed is given some very plain

instruction? on the outside as to what was re-
qaircu of him \u25a0nhen he received it:

Tf the Uoiiehty pleases. let this envelope, having

arVived »t the city of Calcutta in the neighbour-
hood of KalutoUah. at the counting-house or a*

juan and Alladad Khan, merchants, be offered to.

and road by the happy iight of my eye*, of vlrtu-
ou* manner* and beloved of the heart. Mian-

• Inayat AH. may his life be lo^S-
Written on th«? tenth of the blessed Ramzan in

die year 15* of the Hegira of our Prophet, and
• ;ed as bearing.

of time paid '^T-*-*as. without Josi of Ume paid the £*£**
and received the letter, you will#cad it, and hav-

iaz abt-talned from food or dnnk. coiieidering U

forbidd-n to you. you willconvey yourself toJaun-
t»r>re. and you willknow this to be a strict Injunc-
tion.*

Ifin*- Mmiphtv please*, may this bearing letter.
havAe arrived in Calcutta, in the bazaar of col;
ta™h* ftthMioSw of Sheukl. Supaa. the rehjr of
hn/,k-ah«: from ih*r«>

my
presented to. ana reaa

my

lift Ghcnfa Khanama. the son ooff
f

Imam Kli^a.

*i^T*£^*!n%F4 F̂ through the

1 woke to the beat of pacing feet.
To the blinding smile ofthe>rtwW

And over the desert danced the heat.

Aad half In shadow the white town lay.

And all the glamour of Eastern **ief—
wik?™e "he Win« of ita.night unfold.

-La^-rTnce B.Supp, inChambers'^ Journal.

AN OUTPOST.

iLtBUM in a dream Ihoard th. *«?*
•r»fila~k that rose from a field of rye,

JSff*£d£TtaS. for the days «re long.

;And no birds sing 'neath a brazen my.

Thpre mm nev-r \u25a0 breeze, the sun dipped down

Into a barren stretch of pano: „„_.„
And night reached up for her *t^

"°*n'

And set her foot on Ike m land.
-.V,.

V
,

1us
* he TmK. v.hen th.- thrush sings best.

An* just the hour when the blackbird mils.
V.tn shadow, Meal from the purpl-. west.

\u25a0sal \u25a0 rose-light lies on the lonely hills.

IHeat again, and in sleep Iheard-
Deep Ina wooded, moonlit ale—

iSfe ESS
—

i bird.

'The Eickmes here in Oxford. Itrust InGod. Is
qS?c^. Blmt8

lmt ™a£ certified from. y«ur^nephewilr.lEdward Lathom [a *on °{B1JLP? A*TiLrf?id
\u25a0Urtrr), th!8 last v.-e«-k. that In I>™<Jon the** died

the.week before of the sickness 210.

Artbourh Francis Legh must have been'about
•iKbteen or nineteen at this time, neither he

nor his brother were allowed any pocket money.
'

their allowance was paid to their tutor and

PVaacia seems to have protested against this
system:

-
<:;;->-

Tour elder sob thinks bo should have his own
r.-,,_ which Ihold altog«th«r inconvenient: lor

e»P»rlrtice hath taught in. (to let other reasons
Paw) tfa*t come young e^ntltmen can hardly be

L'; k.pi ia any order, let them but have an angel or.r tvo In their pur— Ith.:... there la so many in-
s ";'-"onvenieEc*9s therein, as first it.will not be in my
L J»»er on Friday* *nd Saturdays cuppers, to keep
Ps§i&>l»«m out of tb»< iowij—*ls now.ldo

—
nor at many

• otb-r

on Frkl*
ke«p theca out of the worper anaiout of U»« lowii-a» no* Ido—nor at many• tim«* to ketp thera out of the WOTSer and

t riftler scut vt, stat!cm«J coipx>ariy, if they De_

LIFE AT OXFORD IN THE XVIITHCEN-

TURY.
The letters from which th-so extracts are

published were written «™»|»SJS(S?SS

Knitter of the Km™*2Z*2f£J*
P^r to ha«« actee as tutor to

B . :. Tie, and write!- from tm.e

;1I)e report. Df <*%«£&£?.progress. The property of Lyrne-m-Hanl >.
Ch-hirc was granted to

*h^,1V;n
h!;,f

>
ir

T;s
*r the Blark Prince. In recognition «r "^? J

r*n^red at the '^"^.^/l^tha.
her SI fefHL Richard Taylor •»««•:

Yo-ur sons. Ittenk Ood ****»%TD̂»ra-
foUow tbelr business order! v and wi.. r,o^^?!
» short time so much, taa t a . .
revived, which was just t

"rTfTl
~. Michaelmas

In IGOD he writes again:
::The *urnIt*«received in all *'Hhthe Ust £10.
<*a*e» to £130 (out of which £16 being fleauc^
«fi». which is your set allowance for ™J°^ea™already ended, there remains only «0. r»ow your

vt ay account* until Christmas. But the "m^wIhave already disburse* for I"' l̂.^their firet comlnsr £129 Ss 2d. as wiN[appear at any

time by the particulars In my booK. M
Neither can Ipossibly k^P your **»««».»rj

Francis I^jrh. within the compass «f.h^b/ r̂athave s*t down their expenses "P"1!«""£**." jn«>-«. aad Iflnd there is almost £3 d*ff«?»c|£
this short time, neither can I*»^®_itln£T

a?orthing bnt his heJjrht. which Is extraordinary lor

his agf, viz.. fullsix foot and two inches.

It:September he writes:

THE CHARM OF BRIGHTON.

The Brighton beach is covered with sample? of

life It is not what one might call a soft beach.

It is strewn fathoms deep with sharp pebbles

that follow the receding waves with, a monot-
onous crunching cadence that lulls to sleep on
a hot summer day. Unassorted humanity loves

to sprawl about on the pebbles as if they were
Natures featherbed, and— passing on the gay

little train—one. has a varied vision of the Brit-
ish citizen lyingon his stomach and snoring in

time to the" rise and fail of the sea. or young

women outstretched on shawls, some playfully

decorated with the hats of their gentlemen
friends, or sleeping with'an empty lunch bas-

ket for a pillow. As for the Innumerable chil-

dren they fillthe clear warm air with their thrill
cries and -with their short skirts and breeches
rolled up high paddle in the water w»n glisten-

ing, active legs, or digin the sand with the eter-

lia
it was*on this same beach that th<» immortal

Mrs. Pip< hin ftood guard over little Paul Dom-
bev under the lee of Dr. Blimber's celebrated
Academy for Young Gentlemen, and Inoeed.
nowhere do boarding schools flourish as in

Brighton. Perpetual processions of infants two

by two buffeted by the wind and convoyed in

rosy cheeked couples, are -.calked along the soa-
front arrayed either inpigtails or broad collars.
wßhout which, it Is instructive to note no
young thingcan ever hope to approach the altar

*iS£aSn'tbß beach rowboats. pleasure boats

ana fishing smacks are «»rawn ur and dun crt-

ored flt-hing nets are spread over the pebbles

or^acros" the rails to dry. Fishermen sit yarn-
Tng o^netting on upturned boats, while bath ng

machines on the edge of the water are waiting

f^r custom. Along the slender groynes that

pretenc/'ff f'amTlils with lunch baskets, they

are so conscious that these lunch baskets are

not unrannecfed with a light refreshment for

™5l- that «ie can follow the absorbed mter-

o"t with which they follow the desttoy of a.veal

a'-shsKS sursa asr^s
to the sacredness

\u0084-' the" day "and. presumably, to the ***?"
of «i» floating population, the beach takes on a

Sl^in^X^^-an7^!---£•£? sss£rr
<vs? sr -d

mSran;
nr^her. do

10
the

r
bea

f
h and coHect .bout them

rival fictions of idle sinners, while strolling sin-

neA hang languidly over the iron railing, Us-

?en?m? to* tn^reachers who roar themselves

5iS; John Lane' in \u25a0»•» tmghtly Review.

THE CHINAMAN'S PASSION FOR WINE.

The price of nine and the quantity consumed

in ancient times must always remain more or
iess a matter of speculation, in view of the

SSjSSfi an^ mSre? aC
TIie

nn
ECE

CC
m
hS^

hae'onanfd at tta beginnn-.g *C the ,\u25a0 event!.

SntuSit is almost impossible to «y..He one

day Inquired of his courtiers what hadl been

th? Price of wine under the Tang dynasty and

told "three hundred cash a gallon, as

could proved from a verse of the poet Tv Fu:

X,. three hundred cash in my pocket I've got;
j exactly the sum that will buy us a pot

a capacity for wine soen.s always to have

be^n a?highly esteemed in China as with us In
,i- ,teht-.-nth and nineteenth centuries. In
fl'" one

emperor declared that It was Just as
to the success of a banquet as a capa-

%v for verse. The mythical emperors are

of two Droiu following answer: "As a

«-LrSia awes?
up drink. _ Ita

wttnout it. and Ifind this a

Thus can one serve one s King.

And thu? may British Kingship rule the Land.
That not these Isles alone may closer cling.

But round the Throne Imperial offspring
stand.

And loud with one acclaim the self-same An-
them sing. .

—-Alfred Austin, in The National Review,

Renown that willnot wane. „.„,„
Liongwhiie as. silent Steersman of the Realm.

Through snifting tides and tempests cf the main

He with firs* grasp stands watchful at the

And with"strong guarded Peace doth glorify his
Reign.

HOW CAN ONE SERVE ONE'S KING?

How can one serve one's King?

Kot by the formal bending of the knee.

Nor by "such strains as flattering minstrels sing,*
But "with the proud obeisance of the free.

And patriotic Truth's respectful offering:

Whereby He may hand down.
From height serene aloof from Faction roar,

Authority and sway for ancient Crown.

And Sceptre worthy predecessors bore.
Winning for ail his Line attachment and re-

nown:

PICTURESQUE FIGURES AT THE HAGUE.
Of the personalities at the conference two

figures stand out conspicuously, the tallest and
the smallest delegates in the KlililiI—I If
you asked at The Hague who were the most
conspicuous iiieml>ers of the conference at its
close, some would say Baron Maracfaall yon

Biberstein. the German Ambassador, and Dr.
Ruy Barboßa. the Ambassador from Brazil.
Others would say Dr. Barbosa and Baron afar>
schall. All would agree that these two men
had left the deepest impress of tbflr iniivid-
uality upon the conference. Baron Marsehall,
who was summoned :rom Constantinople to rep-
resent the German Empire at The Hague, is a
tall, strongly built Bouth Gvrn.an. whose ex-
pressive features bear scars of wounds received
in the duels of his student days. He is a man
ef sixty-five, full of exuberant vitality, brim-
ming- over with good humor, a genial colleague.

the most accessible of all ambassadors. He
was "haii fellow, well met'" with hiph and low,
devoid of a particle of side, but Imposing alike
by his personal presence and the force of his
character. Ho is S man by nature combative.
a. good lighter, who loves the rapture of tho
Cray and sympathizes heaitflr with all good
(tenters, even when they are on the opposite
Mdc and have dealt him a good swashing blow.
He was universally popular, and it was a source
of genuine grief to his innumerable friends that,

whether owing to instructions from Berlin or
from some other cause, he was not able to
maintain To the end the ascendancy which made
hisn in the first months the master of the con-
ference. T>r. Barton*, the Brazilian, was In
abaoat every respect his exact antttheeas. He
is a reserved little man. who s;it as if carved
out of n;ari>le in the corner of the Brazilian
bench, but keenly alert to seise every oppor-
tunity and in tuni to aeceeßßt every advantage.

He was one of the few delegates who lived in
the bosom of his family. Outside tbe confer-
ence he was almost ins- parable from his wife.
his two daughters and his devoted Staff. The.
BraaUian d< legation aiinost worshipped him. At
fir=t h-> repelled rather than attracted confider.ee.
He was slngulariy reserved and retiring. An
ir.Jef.itigable student, he would rise at riv-
morning after morning to overtake his work.

\t Oral he was listened to with impatience, for
ivh'-n lisdlnc his written speeches he was apt

to be prolix from excess of matter rather than

from undue verbosity. Nothing showed the In-
trinsic ability of the man more than the way

ln Brusca he overcame the prejudice again-t bis

iensthy speeches. In committee he was terse
enough and on the few occasions on which he
was attacked his Impromptu rejoinders showed

Man to be c master in debate. A man of im-
mense- reading, an experienced jurist and a
trained parliamentarian, he had few rivals and

no superior.— W. T. Stead, in The Contemporary

Review.

known to have money in their own custody: nay.
they should lose, the favour and likingof. some of
their friends, if they would not lend them money
at their need, and if they lent it, they would be
in danger to lose their money.

—Lady Newton, in The National Review.

a dunce may be personified by a clever rogue,

who passes the examinations and receives the
diplomas in his name, or else a diploma may be
purchased direct from the office that supplies
them to grammar school boys "and others who
have been too much absorbed by politics to pre-

pare for examinations. At the University of
Odessa there were examinations in the medical

tory on October 31. "Professor Batuycff. one
of the most easygoing men at the university,
called up the Jewish student Shorr. who an-
swered very badly in anatomy; in fact, to put It
plainly, knew nothing at all. Having listened
to the replies of the candidate, the professor
said thai he felt unable to give him a satisfac-
tory mark. Then Shorr. beside himself with
rage, seised the ink bottle that lay on (he table
and hurled it at the professor, striking him in
the chest. The face and clothes of M.Batuyeff

were covered and bespattered with ink." In
Warsaw there is a diploma provider for the
well-to-do. Youths who are too backward or too
busy to study can have diplomas by frequenting

the grammar school of this enterprising indi-
vidual.

A diploma business was opened in Kieff last
year for the purpose of supplying diplomas of
dentists to those who wanted them. They were
especially welcome to Jews, who would not
otherwise be permitted to reside in that city or
outside the pale of settlement. The fraud was
discovered accidentally. One of the pupils, who
already possessed the diploma of an intermediate
educational establishment, was proved never to

have been in the school at all, because itnever
existed. He had simply bought the certificate
and was now about to buy another. In the
University of St. Petersburg, principally in the
chemical and physical laboratories, where th«

students are- obliged to leave their overcoats
and hata during the lectures, these garments

are stolen systematically and with absolute Im-
punity In the corridors there are always no-
tices to the effect that "the comrade who acci-
dentally took away my coat is requested, etc.

This demoralization is not confined to one part

of Russia. It is universal. Even non-Russians
feel its effects. InRiga, for instance, where the
prevailing religion is L.utheranism. a similar tale
in told and not merely by journalists, whose Im-
partiality might be suspected, but by the pas

tors themselves, who delivered their scathing

judgment after a patient investigation.— J.
Dillon, in The Contemporary Review,

A COIN COUNTING MACHINE.

I^arge commercial establishments and banks
which hr.v- ncctssnrily to handle \u25a0 considerable
number of coins a day fully realize the labor
involved in counting and wrapping the various

denominations in paper. Several ingenious me-
chanical contrivances for accomplishing this

work have from time to time been evolved, but

have not proved sufficiently accurate to become
practically applicable. An Ingenious Inventor
after some five years" dogged perseverance, has
at last devised a machine which will count any

type of coin—gold, silver or copper, and of any

sill j* consignments of fifty, and will,more-
over, wrap up the same with perfect accuracy

and security with the speed of five or six

cashiers. It is only about the size of a type-

writer, and is driven by a small electric motor

of one-sixteenth horsepower. The coins are fed

Into a chute, and at the opposite end resolve
themselves into a continuous edgewise line or

roll, each coin as it falls into line recording the

fact upon a dial. When the fiftieth coin has

Veen registered the whole roll is automatically

gripped, carried under a roll of paper and
strongly wrapped up. with the edges beaded
over. When discharged In the wrapper the com-
plete roll resembles a. cartridge, and falls into a
box. where, ifdesired, the name and address of

the 1firm is imprinted upon the outside 01 the
wrapper. Owing to the novel means of wrap-

ping, it is impossible for a single coin to .0

extracted from a roll without evidence of the
fact being betrayed by injury to the packing.

The amount of electricity consumed in the
operation of the motor amounts to about two-
pence or threepence, a day; and a* the only

manual labor involved Is simply the feeding of
the coins into the receiving chute, it can be
manipulated by a boy or girl, while the coins

re counted and wrapped and addressed at the

rate of four hundred or more a minute. As \u25a0

[ime and labor MMit is distinctly advanta-

geous, ;especially in view of the fact that it

.works' with, infallible accuracy. ,>-

ilon?. But how is it. madame. that when you
bought this plate you did not turn it over and
see the Broadway stamp on it?" The dealer bad
excited her so over the purchase for, had the
plato be^n genuine, -So<X> would have been a
small price for it—that she hadn't thought
about the stamp."

Incidentally it may be mentioned that fin* old
Chinese plates are worth $2,000 apiece; jars and
vases from $3.<»»t to $60,000, with a genera]
average of $15,000 to $40,000. Hence it may

be seen that fakers who can folst^an imitation
upon pome victim may reap a ricH hardest.

WAYS OF IDENTIFICATION.
People " who love to collect rare old china

learn to identify it in three ways
—

one by the

clcarnes*" of its color, the other by Its feel, and
the. last by Its weight. The feel of line antique

china as compared with that of modern make
is as the difference between satin and calico.
An expert soon learns the textures of clays and
glazes s.» thoroughly that he can Identify an
imitation piece by Its •feel" and texture, al-
though in every other respect it may proclaim
itself genuine.

Slight as the difference In weight is, too, th«
expert observes it Instantly. He is like a blind
man who, by the mere sense of touch, identi-
ties unerringly the band of his own child from
that of another which clasps his.
It Is important that collectors '

should learn
the color feel and weight of good antique china
and porcelain because modern imitations are so
good that numbers are imposed upon, espe-
cially by dealers who place dusty or slightly
nicked piece in out-of-the-way country houses.
where they know the gullible collector will
"pick them up" as treasure trove.

Mrs. Willoughby Hodgson, in a recent num-
ber of "The Grand Magazine." devotes an arti
cle. to to'liny of the amusing ways in which
forgers place their wares In old-fashioned Eng-

lish cottages, whose owners shed real tears at
parting with their

•<china heirlooms" to the
inevitable chance visitor on a lookout for such
bargains <?).

' ,
Speaking of old English china. Mrs. Hodgson

says that Chelsea. Crown Derby. "Worcester,
Plymouth aad Staffordshire wares are favorites
with the forger, because they bring good prices.

The only way, in which forgeries in Worcester
may be detected, she says, i* in knowing the
difference between the paste of the old English
potter and that of the modern French one. The
French paste is yellower and thicker than real
"Worcester paste. The \u2666\u25a0ngraving on genuine
waie.is exquisitely done, while French prints will
show irregular scratches.

Old Plymouth Is characterized by spiral ridges
In the ware, black specks in the paste and often
by imperfect painting. Forgers overlook these
scarcely noticeable defects. .

Staffordshire lustre ware, In copper lustre, is
readily imitated and the best way to detect a
forgery is to observe whether decorative bands
are painted under or over the lustre. Ifunder,
the ware Is likely to be genuine.

Chelsea figures in old ware are apt to possess
some imperfection: the paste is very soft to the

.touch and wonderfully smooth. An unirlazed bit
of under surface is whitish brown in color. For-
geries are hard and cold to the touch, with white
unglazed portions, and careful perfection as to
figures.

Some old Worcester is registered, but old Eng-
lish china, like that of other countries, can be
imitated by any forger and successfully palmed
off on those not thoroughly acquainted with the
earmarks of antique ware as. shown in texture,
feel, weight, color and occasionally in the shap-
ing of figures and finish of engravings.

EASY TO COPY MARKS.
Royal Dresden ware is protected by Germany

to such an extent that every forgery is traced up

and severely punished, no matter in what coun-
try it may be found. Other rare German china
is,- however, like the majority of antiques, at the
mercy of the forger. Sir Caspar Purdon Clarke,

director of the Metropolitan Museum of Art.says

that marks on English and German china are so
easy to imitate that any child with one lesson
could copy them.
"Ihave no sympathy for people who get fooled

on old china." he said. "Genuine old china can
always be identified by using proper care in its

selection. Besides, most collectors don't collect
from love of art and real feeling. They do so
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bar in the fifteenth century was ornamented
solely by \u25a0 knot or dot. in the sixteenth cen-
tury by a double or single loop, and in the sev-
enteenth century by a star. In the Middle
Aces scalloped edges upon lace were mad-*
with sharp angles: rounded scallops appeared
in the sixteenth century, and In the seventeenth
century a larse scallop alternating: with a small
one. both having: dots in the centre.

Imitations of old lace are sometimes made
byhand and a color of age is given to them in
order to obtain the hiph prices that prevail for
rare pieces of ancient lace. The?** forgeries may
be detected by examining the thread, its qual-
ity, form, color and knot?.

To detect real from machine lace is a pimple
matter of usins a magnifying class if one is
not sufficiently versed in th* stitches and orna-
ments which bclonsr to old lace made In dif-
ferent periods.

TOTTRS OF COLLEGE GLEE CLTJBS.

Arranged for the Holiday Vacation
—

Novel
Means of Keeping Men Up to Time.

The tuns of year has arrived when eh* college
musicians have their inninss. »n<l th" leader of th«

pice club becomes as much of a j>«*rsonagre tut th»
t-aptaln of the football team or the coxswain of
the varsity crew. Wlthfci a any or two dozens ot
Ble» clubs in .ill parti of the country will Icava
their respective campuses and tour to cities where
the alumni are strong enough to secure good bouses.

Harvard. Princeton. Cornell. Vale and Pennsyl-
vania are the Mjr Basssrstca -whose glee clubu
take the most extensive trips. A concert by thi
musical clubs of any one of th*-rr> :.» well worth,

hearing, and they will receive' a hearty welcom«

wherever they go.
New York is on Cornell's scbcdoki this year. th»

club leaving Ithaca the middle of this week and \u25a0

describing a circle, which also includes Rochester.
Troy. Brooklyn. Wilmingtonand Pittsburg. Special
sleeping cars have been secured from the Pullman
company for th- accommodation of the sixty yoi:n?
men who an eager for the week and a half of one-
BlBkS stands. \u25a0 .:;'.

To make the gle,» flub trip is one el Ike greatest

honors of the Cornell student's year. It means
hard work at six or seven concert*, but it means)

the \u25a0\u25a0ill' number of "-\u25a0"moker*." dances or recep-
tions at tho hands of interested alumni. It me.an.l

no end of \u25a0*• flirtations and additions to th«
••undersrrad's" collection of photographs and sofa>
pillows.

The road to the Cornell Glee Club trip is not ar»
easy one. From the first week in October until th*
club starts for ins Christmas trip there ar» Bhses
rehearsals a week. These must se attends faith*
fully, and not urtil las last rehearsal do the con-
testants actually know whether at not they willb<i
amon; the sixty elect. The musical director haa
no hesitancy about dlstnt«sins a sinsrer or mandolin
player who displeases him. ThT? fa a long waiting]
list of under class men to nil every place.

On tour there. Is more difficulty ke*plngdiscipline.

Cornell has worked out a novel plan for keeping

tho mm up to the mark. A deposit of $3 is de-

manded from each student before the trip begin?.
This is known as the tine fund. Ifa member oC
tho club behaves in a manner unbecoming to a,

Cornell student, the «ntire deposit Is forfeited and
the car*:Wss one is shipped home at his own ex-

pense. Ifa singer loses his voice on tour through

his own carelessness he must make his way back
to Ithaca without aid from the management. If a,

member misses any entertainment arranged by th«
alumni a fine of Jo la imposed. Generally the mem-
bers of the club are glad enough to go to the dance,

reception or "smoker" arranged for their amuse-
ment. Sometimes there are counter attractions
which are only offset by the fine. The club ap-
pears in this city at the Waldorf-Astoria on De-
cember 31. and the Cornell University Club he*)

"planned to give the boys a "smoker" at the club-
house, ... West 45111 street, after the concert. It13
expressly understood, though, that none of the stu-
dents will be fined for not attending the

--
Ic-r

"

The' local alumni know the attraction, that tt»»
Broadway crowd has on New Year's Eve.
If\u25a0 member misses a concert a fines of $." ia im-

posed. • Tardiness Is considered about as great »
fault. The students are encouraged to catch tfaa

trains assigned to them under penalty of a $3 fln»i

and transportation for any failure to be on time.

One of the.most Important fines in Cornell's list la
one of SS for disturbing the peace of sleeping cars
between midnight and 8 a. re. This fine willnot
iipply during the New Tork visit, for the :-.n ens
nilhave quarters at ona of the Broadway hots*

merely for the sake of money value as V.-.v p*V
lection's value enhances."

It is well for collectors r.f oid English and
Colonial •hina to remember that Oriental porce-
lain did not appear in England until HM*. that
the first teapots arrived about 17<* k:that the
•(touch ware" of MBO was a crude salt gssae,
which superseded "ieud glaze": that the year

16UU was marked by jugs, flagons, posse tpots

and mugs with many handles, and that in th»
second of half of the seventeenth century most

English patterns imitated Dutch Delft or Ger-
man stoneware, while porcelain was not manu-
factured until the middle of the eighteenth cent-
ury

Porcelain is commonly called china nowadays,
but it is really whiter, harder atid more trans-
lucent than china and is made of a purer silicate
of alumina paste.

Among celebrated English potters wre
Adams. Elers. Mayer. Meigh. Ridgway. Wood.
Wheildon (whose finest Srork was done in 1*53
to 17">'.t> and Wedgwood, whose ware was. and
still is marked with his name. A second V
in this name Invariably proclaims a forgery.

The ?rt of making pottery Is one of the oldest
in the world, and a taste for collecting it one
of the earliest fads acquired by man. while fine
porcelain was made hy the Chinese in ages too
remote for computation.

"Pin points." or tiny holes, are noticeable in
Oriental china, where the glaze has accumu-
lated around the ring at the bottom of a piece.
This is one mark of distinction between real
Orient;;! and fine old English porcelain made in
Imitation of it.

The glaze in Oriental china is much more
carefully put on and has the appearance of being
an ingredient of the paste, while certain ancient
Oriental colors and decorations defy Imitation,
and marks

—
either inside or under pieces

—
can

never be successfully forged.

CAN DETECT FORGERY.
TThen the collector learns the degrees of soft-

ness, hardness, coarseness, closeness and color-
ing of different pastes it will be Impossible for
a forgery to be foisted on him. Color, feel and
texture are never the same in a copy.

Acquaintanceship with the marks on European

china is merely an incidental help to the collec-
tor, since these are so easily imitated, but Chi-
nese potters' marks are not only difficult and in-
variably Impossible to forge, but they are very
hard to read. On Fu-chien white they are im-
pressed and written in grass characters. On
other pieces they rarely occur. On Chinese por-
celain are to be found date marks, hall marks,
those of dedication and good wishes; of praise
of the object which they adorn, with symbols
and other pictorial marks and. occasionally, the
potters' marks. In form, usually incolor and in
the manner of Impression they cannot be dupli-
cated; nevertheless, Japanese porcelain and mod-
ern Oriental pieces are constantly palmed off on
the unwary, whom dealers can confuse so that
they never see modern evidences in the ware
actually staring them in the face.

In the case of old silver and silver alloys bold
forgeries are constantly committed in modern
and comparatively worthless goods. The most
successful method of forging is to transpose

bona fide marks from small, genuine antiques to
modern copies of large antiques. Only time will
faintly point out where the ancient mark has
been soldered to the new article and disclose the
meretricious value of the latter.

As for antiques in copper and brass, the collec-
tor who frequents Bast Side shops where these
are sold may at any time hear the process of
converting modern metal into "antiques'* with
the aid of a hammer and a few other tools.

Antique brass and copper articles are gener-
ally unlined or have a lining similar to the out-
side. Cheap zinc and lead mixed mentis line
modern vessels of thin brass or copper, which
are rarely even dignified by handbeaten rivets
and hinges such as may be found upon genuine
antiques.

one who travel* in out-of-the-way places will
find ingenuous advertisements upon the outer
walls of dingy shops, which inform the public
that inside antique furniture Is manufactured.
Although America does an Immense business m
so-called antique furniture, certain dealers con-
fess that "most of the antiques come from
France and England."

Franc*. ..-••< ..illy,is an adept at turning out
antique furniture, which Is often sent to Eng-
land and stored there a while, in order that
climatic conditions there may the more rapidly
impress those marks of age upon the pieces
which render them so much more valuable.

A great deal of "antique" furniture, still inno-
cent of stain and finish, and often not put to-
gether, us shipped from France to New Orleans,
a^city from which much might naturally be ex-
pected In the way of antique*. Mary modern
copies of old pieces are Just as fine as the orig-
inal*,and merely require the hue ofage to make
them perfect.

m FAKES INFURNITURE.
Pake* in "Flemish oak" are produced by

blackening modem oak with repeated applica-

tions of prmancanate of potash.

"Fumed oak" Is often passed off for antique
oak after the wood has first been discolored
with ammonia and then treated with linseed on.
turpentine and beeswax. The interior <-\u25a0:_•

- of
the wood, however, if examined, prove the piece
to I.modern.

Besides entire fake? in furniture, then arc
articles made up of portions of old and mod-
ern pieces and carvings so cleverly put together
tha« only an expert la able to discover the lack
of harmony that usually prevails insuch pieces.

Again, really old and injured pieces have been
repaired withnew wood and mad« up to pass a«
entire antiques. Dealers have even bored
"wormholes" in new wood to give it a cast of
antiquity,and only an objection to destructive
furniture worms on the part of purchasers put

an end to this practice.
Chippendale is the most commonly copied ol

all antique furniture— frankly on the part of
honest manufacturers and otherwise by those
who have In mind the tastes of the collector.
Faked Chippendale has not the exquisite pro-
portions to be found in the original, and the

modern carving Is thin and poor as compared

with the old . ,\u25a0\u25a0'\u25a0'..
Inlaid antiques, says Arthur Hayden in his

book on old furniture, an cleverly copied by
coating old engravings with a thin layer <>f

liquid vellum anil gluing them to panels which
are to be faked. A coating of transparent

varnish give* them the appearance of inlays of
ivory or ebony.

Modern prints of paintings by Sheraton «
famous artists are treated and attached to old
satlnwood panels, which are inserted in new
pieces of furniture sold as antiques, while new-
panels are placed In thi* furniture thus bereft,

and it also rings the prie \u25a0of antiques.

COPIES OF OLD LACE.
The collector of antique lace Is as much the

prey of unscrupulous dealers as is the collector

of rare objects of every other sort.
—

for it
is usually a woman who devotes her time and
money to the acquisition of old lace probably
knows that excellent modern copies of ancient
laces are made, but she dee* not always know

that in imitations of point lace the designs are
repeated over and over again in every four or
live inches, while in old handmade lace tho de-
sign* are. changed throughout the entire piece.

Then »too designs for antique laces were made
by the -greatest artists of those days. In these
times an artist seldom receives more than $3,O<"H)
for a lace, design, and few receive that much.
Neither do the best artists* ever so employ their
talents Inolden times royal commands and en-
couragement secured the highest talent that tho
world has ever known, and this art feeling con-
tained in old lace constitutes its unrivalled
charm. '-.''. ;: *

'"-\u25a0
Absolute precision in either the net or designs

of old lace Is conspicuous by its absence, and no
machine has ever been invented which can give

that touch of irregularity that proclaims the
lace to be handmade.

Again, thread used in making real lace is
round, while machine threads are usually flat.
In the manufactured article threads have a
twisted, compressed appearance, and buttonhole
stitches, so frequent in real lace, are never to
be found.

Again, the padding in raised ornaments is
worked over and over straight Inmachine made
lace, while such stitches when made by hand
always slope.

Machine made lace, says Mrs. F. X. Jackson,

in her book upon the history of lace, may be
readily unravelled, but real lace is so knotted
that picking it apart is difficult. In lace made
prior to the beginning of the last century the
thread is broken off and knotted at Intervals of
every twenty inches or so because the worker
could only stretch that far from her distaff.

The gimp of lace decides whether it i-=
needle-point or bobbin. Seen through a mag-
nifying glass, the gimp of needle-point appears
made up of looped threads, while that of pillow

lace shows it to be plaited. The thread ground

of needle-point is made with a single thread,
while in that of bobbin lace several threads are
twisted or plaited. Angular flower petals dis-
tinguish old lace prior to the sixteenth century,
and diamond shaped raised picots that of the
seventeenth. . \u25a0

•

.Mrs. Js-^on state? that the earliest form of
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"She burst into tears. 'Why do you say that?'
Phe asked excitedly. 'Iwas assured That it was
a genuine antique. Ipaid $500 for that plate.

Too most be mistaken. Just see tlie flowers
en it." i"

Tes.' Isaid, the flowers arc 'good imita-

This' sum represent- d the profit which he had
cleared in the transaction, and also illustrated
a statement made by an expert upon antique

china that women were the most profitable vic-

tims of the dealer in antiques.

"Women." declared this same expert, "are

never good judges of the value of an article.
They get so excited over n purchase that they

become hysterical, and are easily deceived by

fakers and unscrupulous dealers. .These look

upon women as their natural prey. One day a
woman brought me a Chinese plate which she
hoped Icould dispose of for her to a museum.
She had paid $500 for that plate. The moment

Isaw it Iknew Jt to be a cheap Imitation, but
to satisfy her Iexamined it carefully.
"

'Madame, 1 Itold her, 'this plate is worth
juFt 18 cents.'

Some Tricks nf the Trade That Are

Difficult to Detect. Except

lit/ Experts.
A certain dealer in antiques looked after two

women who had just left his shop.
(

He patted

his pocket complacently. t

"What's the Imul?" asked his companion.

"Iraked off 9&M6 from one of those women
and $7,000 from the other." was the jubilant

reply.

MAXYPERSONS DECEIVED,

ESPECIALLY WOMEN.

SOME MAKERS
OF FAKE ANTIQUES.

DEMORALIZATION OF RUSSIAN YOUTH.

The youth inthe high schools, universities and
grammar schools have also for the most part
lost the knack of steady application to work.
They are busy reforming the world. Examina-
tions arc hardly more than a form, inasmuch
aa professors are indulgent, and at any rate are
amenable to threats or suasion. At the worst

*


