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COOKE FOUND AND LOST

AT WORK AS DECORATOR.

Addition and Alterations Occupying Several
Months Now Completed.

The new Hoffman Hous*> willopen for business
to-day after alterations which have taken several

months. The all111 lis twelve stories high and
has 86 hotel rooms. The new Broadway addition
with 'I." to :«h street occupies a frontage of 5)

feet In Broadway, and this with the 50-foot froat-

aXea Ke \u0084f the 2Cth street comer buildin? makes a
total frontage of 100 feet in Broadway.

The entire building Is fireproof and ev»ry room
In the hotel Is open to fresh air. There willbe four

different restaurants In the hotel, and or!" of th*

features of the new buildingIs an elaborately fitted

NEW HOFFMAN HOTJSE OPENS TO-DAY.

Parade and Exercises inMemory of Signing

of Emancipation Proclamation.
The negroes of Brooklyn havo made preparations

for celebrating In that borough to-morrow the
forty-fifth anniversary of the signing of the
Emancipation Proclamation by Abraham Lincoln.

The exercises are to be preceded by a street

parade, the first to be heM by the negroes of
Brooklyn. Various negro civic, fraternal ami re-
ligious organizations will be in lino, and will be
reviewed by Borough President Coler at Borough

Hall After the review a group of young women

of the Garrison Guard Girls will,on behalf of the
negroes of Brooklyn, psaea a wreath on ths statue

BROOKLYN rZG^OESrZG^OES TO CELEBRATE.

TTTF HEW nOFFMAN* HOUSE, BRO.VBWAY AHD 2BTB STREET.

PROBABLY XO ARREST.

Move to BringCooke Back toHemp-
stead Not Likely.

Hempstead. Long Island, Dec. 30 (Special).—Sel-
dkna has this town been aroused as it was this
morning when the news was received that the Rev.
J. K. Cooke, former rector of St. George's Church.
asere. and Floretta Whaley had been found in San
Francisco.
Ithas been reported at different times that Cooke

and the girlhad been seen In various parts of the
country. On investigation, however, it had been
found that there -was no foundation whatever for
the reports. The news this morning, therefore, that
he had I- •! discovered created great surprise.
The majority of the residents, however, take no
etock in the story, and still believe that Cooke and
21lss Whaley are in Canada.

Mrs. Kaziah Whaley, when seen this morning,
stated that she had not heard anything whatever
from Cooke and Floretta, her granddaughter, and
rtated that if the story, as published, was true

«he did not want them, to come io Hempstead,
especially as Floretta had an infant child.

A warrant was sworn out last summer forCooke,
trhen Itwas rumored that he was at Peeksklll, and
that \u25a0warrant can still be served. Mrs. Whal.-y
etatcd that she would not have the warrant served
and would object to its service.

Justice Charles F. Gittens said that he had had
no application to have the warrant served, and
would not do so if the expenses of the officers were
not paid first. It Is certain that Mrs. Whaley will
not ad\

-
ance the expenses, and the town of

Hempstead and Nassau County -will not pay them-
Which •will probably insure Coolie from arrest. It
w*.t known here that he had been a painter before
he entered the ministry, hence his falling back
SB that as a scans to support the girl and his

eMId.
Mrs. Whaley this afternoon admitted that she

had received a letter from Cooke just after they
eloped in which he said ha was sorry for the sin

Be had committed, but that h- and Floretta would
lie hapi-y. and he hoped she would forgive him.

REPLY FROM TKE LACKAWANNA.

Professor Barton, of Bryn Hawr, Demands

Reply to Charges of Dr. Peters.

Philadelphia. Dee. 30.—At a meeting of th« So-

ciety of Biblical Literature and Exegesis held her*
to-day and which hi boing attended by Egyptolo-

gists. Assyriolcgists and Bible students from all
parts of the country Professor George A.Barton,

ot Bryii j|.i-.\r, presented a resolution demanding a
complete public rep»y to the charges made by Dr.

John P. Peters, of New York, reflecting on and

questioning the authenticity of tablet^ which Dr.
H. L. Hilprecht. of the University of Pennsylvania.

added to the university collection as coming frotn

the temple library of Nippur.
_

r>r. Peters Inquestioning the authenticity of th«

tablets practically accused Dr.Hilprecht of beta*
a "faker" and having purchased the famous tablets.
The text of the resolution presented by Professor

Barton says that as charges have been made affect-
ing the moral integrity of Oriental scholarship and

against Dr.Hilprecht. the body in session share the

desire expressed by the American Orientalists for
a complete public reply to the charges.

The resolution was adopted unanimously. Mr.
Hilprecht said to-night that inasmuch as the

resolution was adopted in his absence he would
make no statement.

EXCAVATIONS AT HERCULANEUM.
Rome. ivc. 30.—The Italian government, wishnaf

to cany out the work of excavation at Hercnla-
neum. has appointed a commission composed or.

eight professors and engineers connected with me

National Museum at Naples to direct the work an-

publish reports of their discoveries for the teener

of scholars at home and abroad. 3
Th« Mayor of Rome has ordered the suspension

of the work on the Aurellan Wall at Home, wishing

la heal complaints which hav*s been mads.

TO HAVE A HAND IN* CHARTER REVISION.
The Municipal Art Society has appointed a com-

mittee, si which John De Witt Warner «• chair- -3
man, to represent the. society in connection wttn

any revision of the City Charter. Regarding us

work. Mr. Warner- said yesterday:
"We shall take >\u25a0;« the question of excess con-

demnation, provisions for a permanent cemmi«'»
to consider and report upon propositions for 11 .development of civic art. tncludins city plan »»•
summary powers of dealing with public adver-

UMonents. We shall undoubtedly add other sub-

jects which come within the scope; of our society*

Other members of tT.e oommitt" arc Charles^ j
L.n.it". Nelson Spence.. .William Laurel Harrla •«•

Cbarlea M. Shean.

i

THE HILPRICHT TABLETS.

up laundry on the roof. It Is estimated that the
naiad* of ti'..» hotel property Is to-day more than

J6.000.000. Thai does not Include the collection of
paintings, which is known throughout the wasM

J. P. Caddn.san. the manager of th« hotel, ast

night entertained about eeventy-flva friends at a.
dinner, which was served in the remodelled «\u25a0*•
on the Mth street side. The toastmaster wa Louia
Selonld. and speeches were mad-» by Justice Wood-
ward, of the Supreme Court; District Attorney •!•-

rome, Controller Hets. Julius Chambers, James

Creehnaa, Charles T. White. Axel Warn. Jotn R.
Dunlap. Georgo Crouch. Walter 1^- HawJey ami

others. Th.- hotel will be opened to-ni^'il for it*

usual New Year's Eve business.

Had toFinish Term or Spend Thirty Days in

Jail on Bread and Water.
An old l'w was Invoked yesterday to com-

pel seventeen -year-old John Vaynan. of No. M
Washington avenue. The Bronx, to finish Us term

as an apprentice for the firm of Untermeyer. Rob-

bins & Co.. jewellers, of No. 21 Nassau .street.

Vaynan is employed In Ibm shops of the firm, at

No. 71 Cherry street A few weeks ago the boy

became nngry becuuso he got Interior setting to

do. lie leU his work in disgust. Meyer L. Rob-
bins, secretary of the. firm, got a summons for tha
boy.' Before the magistrate Vaynan admitted that

ho had not served bis time as apprentice. Magla-

trato Droege informed him that ho could be pun-

ished. The old law provides as a penalty thirty

days In tho county jail "on bread and water" and
hard labor. The boy was discharge on the under-
standing that h«. would go back to finish his

term.

APPRENTICE HELD BY OLD LAW.

CITY NEWS IN BRIEF.
Henrietta Jewell, who was brought hack to thin

city from Middleboro. Mass., on the charge of
grand larceny, preferred by Jules Jorgensen, a
jeweller, "f Ho. HB Broadway, was discharged

by Magistrate Droege in the Tombs Court yes-

terday.

The second annual entertainment and reception

of the New York County Civil Employes' Benevo-

lent Association will be held Tuesday evening,

January 7. at the Lexington Opera House.

Robert Worrell, or No. 150 Kasst 91st street, who,

it is suspected, belongs to a band of Harlem
burglars, was arraigned before Magistrate Crane
in the Harlem Court yesterday and remanded
for a further examination to-day.

Carmlllo Iteale, who has been on trial for the
'attempted murder of his brother and brother-in-
law, was adjudged a lunatic yesterday and com-
mitted to Matteawan by Judge Crane.

Henry R. Hallet. who was convicted of obtain-
ing $8,000 from the Fourteenth Street Hank under
false representations, was sentenced yesterday to

serve a year and a half in state prison.

For the first time in five years a day went by
yesterday without an autopsy being performed at

the morgue. AH of the Coroner's physicians were
there, but there wa3 "nothing doing."

William Chapman, Henry Yolk and the latte'r's
wife, who were arrested for robbing the apartment

of Clarence Thompson, in East lS3d Stieet, of
jewelry valued at $6,000, were arraigned before
Magistrate Droege, in the Tombs Court, yester-

day. and held in $3,000 bail each for a further
examination to-morrow.

John McMahoney. who was convicted in 1904 of
assault, sent to Elmira, and then paroled, was
before Magistrate Droege in the Tombs Court
yesterday, charged with breaking hi« parole, and
was sent back to Elmira.

Magistrate Connorton. at Flushing, yesterday dis-
charged George C. Meyer, a Bon of Cord Meyer,

who was arrested on Sunday for speeding. -Mi.
Meyer denied the truth of the charge, and the
magistrate decided the policeman was mistaken.

Conference Shows Consrcssmen Favor Them;

Navy Yard Officials Oppose.

Plans for furthering legislation in Congress

to

—
.HMO authority for improving the Walla-

bout channel In Brooklyn wars .Hs.i!.ss.>d yee-

terday in a conference hold in tho oAcea •'{

Congressman Dunwaß. Those presuM wan

Reprtsontatives Dunw. 11. Culder and Law;

George Dressier, presldenl <>t" the WaUabon
Marketaaen's Assoclatlen. anj N. B. Drake, a
prominent member •>:' Urn same organization.

Colonel P. I- Cooiey and James T.Badse, secre-

tary of the Manufacturer.--' AssiKiation.
The iinprovtnit tit:; roiittnu'lat.'d were includ-

ed ina bill introduced by Consressman Dunw.';

on December -. and involve Urn cutting awaa
oi' a large part of tho cob dock in Urn V.r «>k-
lyn navy yard. This in-asun- is sppeeed by

UM coiiimanlant and oth.r authorltit-s, owing

to tho already crowdea condition si the yard.

Th« iniprovt'inents are bolns agitated by tho

Wallabout Marketnvn's Association, and, ac-

COrdiag to Mr. Dressier. Controller Metz has

Investigated Urn situation and declared that

the desired improvement would require the re-
\u25a0m >val r.f a portion of the cob dock.

Colonel Oooley submitted a report at the
meetiriß tending to show how the proposed Im-
provements would enhance the value of both

tho market lands and the United States gov-

ernment property.

WALLABOUT IMPROVEMENTS.
Stands Unless Fraud Can Be Shown, Says

Corporation Counsel.
The Hoard of Water COBUDiSSlossrs, Which

awarded the contract for the AshokSß dam to

the MacArthor Broth^ni Company and tht^ vTbs-
stcti Company mstead of to the John Peir.-o
Company, the lowest bidder, has found support

for its position in a reply by Corporation Coun-

sel p. ndUtc.n to ;i 1< (tor the Mayor sent him

asking about tho legality of the award.
The Corporation Counsel s;iid there was no

doubt that the Board of Water Supply had tho
power to let the- contract as tthad seen It;that
the contract had boon duly executed, and tliat

there was no authority Ut interfere with carry-

ing it out unless fraud could be shown.

DECLARES ASHOKAN AWARD LEGAL.

of Henry Ward Beecher that stands opposite Bor-
ough Hall.

The principal amlues will be at the Bridge

Street African Methodist BpUWSBaI Church, where

Dr. W. L. Hunter will deliver tt:.- emancipation

address. In Urn evening there will bo an eman-
cipation ball at Prospect Hall under the uusplcea

of the Society of the Sons of Virginia and the
Sous of North Carolina, the two organizations that
proposed the celebration.

New York City Railway Receivers Termi-
nate Agreement with Manhattanville line.

What l« regarded tin \u25a0 part of th« apparent

purpose of the receivers of the New York City
Railway Company to terminate Its connection with
th« Third Avenue Railway Company is a aotlcs
nerved on the Forty-second Street. Manhattanvlll»
& St. Nicholas Avanuo Railroad Company by the

receivers of the New York City Railway Company

that they ail]revoke permission for the cars of the
MaahattsavUta company to use the trarks of the.
New York Ctty company In Broadway below 45th
street if the Public Service Commission Insists that

the former should run morn oars to Murray street.
That such notice had been served was announced

by Daniel \V. Patterson, counsel for the Manhat-
tanville company, when Commissioner Maltble, of

the Public Service Commts'sion. opened a hearing

yesterday on an order to show cause why the com-
pany should not run more cars from 117th street to

Murray street at various hours of the. clay. For
years the Mannattanvtlle, which In a part O( the
Third avenue system, bad a contract by which it

used the tracks of Urn New York City Railway

Company in Broadway below «sth street. The con-
tract terminated some time ago. but Its provisions

have since been carried out by mutual consent.
when \u25a0Commissioner Maltbie beard of the action

of the receivers he adjourned the bearing that the
entire board might consider the situation.

MOVE AGAINST THIRD AVENTJE CO.

pelted to show by the examination that the pro-

ceedings in the federal court had been Instituted^ as

the result of an arrangement between the New
York City Railway Company and the Pennsylvania

Steel Company and the Degnon Contracting Com-
pany, corporations which applied for the receiver-
ship.

Samuel Untcrmyer. making the application for

the vacation of the order, said the Attorney General.
in asking to examine his clients to prove collu-
sion, was devoting himself to a matter entirely

apart from proving his contention that the company
had been Insolvent for at least a year. They ad-
mitted, be said, that there had been an agreement

between the interests applying for the federal re-

belvershlp and the railway company, and that th»

United States Supremo Court had held In similar

cases that the plaintiff and defendant might agree.

He denied that the corporation had been Insolvent

for a year. Referring to the opinion of Justloo
Peabury In appointing temporary state receivers for

the corporation. Mr. Untermycr said:
"The Justice distinctly snid the reason for doing

this was that these receivers might go before tho
federal court and show that the latter had beds
Imposed upon. You cannot rule that a court of co-
ordinate jurisdiction has been Imposed upon ;it Is

for that court to so rule Itself if It finds that to bo

the case."

George A. Cullen Defends the New Station
at Milibuia.N. J.

Cecrse a Cullen, general passenger agent of the
Deiatvwe, Lackawanna &. Western Railroad.
Ceulsd yesterday the charges of J. W. Dow. of
"Wyoming. N. J., who said in a printed circular
that the "Lackawanna is tho worst managed rail-
road running out \u25a0\u25a0 N. \u25a0*• York City." Mr. Dow
charges that the new station at Millburn, N. J..
which »\u25a0-..- opened on '. ember 10 and takes the
place of the old stations ait Wyoming and Mill-
burn, is poorly placed and so arranged that the
lives of passengers are jeopardised. The .railroad
people deny if*

Tins old stations at Wyoming and Millburn, ac-
cording to Mr. Callen, wre only 1.1C3 yards, or
f .\u25a0•\u25a0•• a mile, apart. It was impossible to etop
fid local trains at both stations without delaying
through traffic unduly, The railroad received
many requests for a '\u25a0• •• station or stations and
finally '"« .<-:\u25a0\u25a0- to build one new station as nearly

E as possibla midway between the old stations. By
a;»olisliirts tuG \u25a0' \u25a0 "'-'" '-' station Itwas possible '.<•

flop all trains at «h< new MiiJburn station, said
iiir.'CuUf-h*.The new MilliJUrn station is of brick
W ma one ul the b&n&onxcslou Ik; rua.o.

Public Service Commission Considering Prop-
osition to Extend It to Ocean Parkway.

Flatbush residents will be glad to hear that the
Public Service Commission has taken up the propo-
sition to extend the Flatbush avenue subway to the
point originally proposed, at Parkside avenue and

the Ocean Parkway, and has ask<:d counsel to

communicate with Park Commissioner Kennedy,

of Brooklyn, to find out where ho stands on the
proposition. Ho opposed the original plan because
it contained a provision for large storage yards,

which would have extended under the sidewalk

next to Prospect Park, resulting in tho destruction
of many tine trees* . The Interborough company

said it would ot bid for the extension unless it
included the storage, varde.
It is understood that the new plans will render

the destruction of the trees unnecessary. The ox-
tension willcost about $8.(100.0(10, including the yards.
The interborouph company may not be the only

bidder on this route, if approved, as the Brooklyn
Rapid Transit Company could use it to advantage

in connection with its four track Coney island
service over the BriKhton Beach line, and it mifcl'l
also be used by some bidder in connection with

the proposed Fourth avenue subwjiy.

CHRISTMAS RIDE AT DURLAND'S.
The merriment that should mark the speeding of

the departing year and the hailingof that arriving

was all there at the Durland Riding Academy. in

West 66th street, last evening. The twentieth an-
nual Christmas ride, under the direction of Melster
Krauss. was the biggest success of the score, the

first of which bears '.he date of Hit The Intro-
duction of the masquerade was the novelty that

had much to do with fillingthe seating and stand-
ing room of the academy with spectators, who
found almost as much diversion as did the seventy-

five riders, who enjoyed themselves immensely in

their fancy costumes.

Mrs. John Gerken sot the blue ribbon in the
grand entree masquerade for a brilliant spangled

creation in red. A blue for the red seemed to

please the onlookers, sad they also approved the

award of the prize to Mrs. Jessie yon Klein for

the funniest make-up among the equestriennes.

BARRED "MERCHANT OF VENICE."

\u25a0 Paso, Tex.. Dec. 30.—In consequence of the

action of the superintendent of schools in elim-
inating "The Merchant of Venice" from the Eng-

lish course in the Xl Paso High School at the re-
quest of Rabbi Martin Zielonka, the Ministers*
Union to-day filed a vigorous protest against what
they term "sectarian Interference with the

schools." The school board willmeet next Monday

to consider whether the superintendent's action

shafJ be sustained.

Temporary Check in the Attorney General's
Action to Dissolve Corporation.

'
There willprobably be some delay In the exam-

ination before a referee of certain officials and.di-
rectors of the New York City Railway Company in

the action brought by Attorney General Jackson to

dissolve the corporation and forfeit its franchises

on the ground that it had been insolvent for more
than a year, and that the application for a federal
receivership was made by "collusion and fraud."

This hearing was to have been held before John

Franktnhtimer. at No 25 Broad street, to-day.

Justice Davis, in the Supreme Court, yesterday re-
nerved decision on an application for a vacation of

the order directing certain men to appear before
the referee for an examination. HerV>ert R. Lim-
burg, special counsel for tho Attorney General, sail

Is
' night he would probably consent to a post-

ponement of the examination out of courtesy to th^

ether side.

The Attornsy General in bis petition Mid he as-

CITY RAILWAY CASE DELAY.

BALDWIN HELD FOR SPEEDING.
Roy W. Baldwin, president of the Empire Trust

Company, of Nov 42 Broadway, was technically a
prisoner in Morrisania Court yesterday on a charge

of overspeoding SSI automobile Sunday afternoon.
He appeared by counsel and was held in $100 bail
•liiUUli.

Resembled Stun Stolen from Brownsville

Stores
—

Young Couple Held.

Eighteen-year-old Philip Vspfar and his
young wife, who until a month or two ago was
Miss Anna Woinberg. were looked up yesterday

in the Adams street court, Brooklyn, with throo
Hebrew boys who were boarding with them,

on a technical charge of vagrancy. The arrest

followed a search of the Teaser rooms, at No.

271 Schermerhorn street, made by four detec-

tives from Captain Kuhne's staff, which dis-
closed many boxes of expensive cigarettes, cost-
ly parcels of Russian tea. many razors, tw*

hair clippers, boxes of sweet chocolate, an elec-

trical vibrator, a lot of email articles of jew-

elry and other things that looked out of place

among the furnishings of the two rooms occu-
pied by three boys and a married couple.

The articles found resembled a similar lot ot

stuff stolen from Brownsville shops recently.

Company by P. S. Commission.
The Public Service Commission Issued yesterday

a final order providing that all cars of the New
York City Railway Company should receive a thor-
ough inspection and overhauling, so they should
be placed In "first class operating and substantially,
new condition." It was further ordered that on
and after February 13 the company turn out not

fewer than ten such overhauled cars dally, not In-

cluding Sundays and legal holidays. The company
was also Instructed to make a dally report to the

commission on the progress of the overhauling, and

after February 15 to furnish to the commission a
transcript of the daily entries In »'< "run in"
books, showing which of the "run In" cars were
out of order.

The order was Issued after Commissioner MaltUe
had reviewed the evidence of A. W. McLJmont, the
rmtincrr who supervised Mm m of all the
cars of the Nfew Tot* City Company. Borne 1 '\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0>

<.f the 2.M1cars now being operated were examined.
Not every car had defects, but the total number
of defects averaged nearly two to a car, In the
way of fl.it wheels, gear noises, etc. In (SO cars
examined more thoroughly by putting then I*ver

pita It was found tbi re waa an ay >rage of foui
def« cts to a > ar.

Referring to the statement of the receivers that
tho most freqiMd1cause of breakdowns was Inci-
dental tv the operation by the conduit system and
failure of the contact plough, Mr. Maltbi< i

marked:
"This is undoubtedly true, hot the d< Feets re-

ported by Mr. McJ-imont have no connection what-
ever with the conduit system, and ought to be

remedied regardless of what changes or Improve-
BMBts are adopted m the coadulta and the methods

of transmitting current from the conductors to the
motors.

"The order is made applicable to the entire roll-
ing Stack of the company, including the summer as

well as the win', r cars. <>f course, the <;tra now
in use in the cars that should be repaired imiiie-
dlately."

NEW FLATBUSH SUBWAY PLAN

InHumble San Francisco Flat xcith

Floret a Whalcy and Baby.

San Francisco. Dec. 30.-In n pelting rain and be-

fore daybreak the Rev. Jero Knode Cooke. former-

ly pastor of St. George's Church, at Hempstead,

Long island, and Wisll What*, the seventeen- j
veax-old heiress with whom he eloped eight months

ago. deserting a wife to whom he had been mar-

ried for nine years, stole away to-day from the

little Cat which they had occupied at No. 1139 Green

street, in this city, where they were discovered
yesterday livingunder the name of Mr. and Mrs.

Gerald Balcom taking with them their baby boy.

born two months sgo. They left behind all they

had managed through rigid economy to save dur-

tag the eight months that search for them had been

xaade throughout the countrj. Where they went

has not ye; been ascertained.
The police declare that no request has been made

to them to apprehend the couple," and that no effort

Is being made to find 01 detain them.
The discovery of Cook- and the girl was made

through the fact that Captain Cleary of the Morse

Patrol Agency, who had met them as "Mr. and

Mrs. Balcom" when they arrived here last June
from Los Angeles, recognized the girl's picture

when it was published last week in connection
•with a dispatch from Louisiana stating that Cooks

had deserted FJeretta Whaley and had given her
"away to a family there who were educating her."

Yesterday afternoon .-. representative from a local
newspaper called at Uk home where Cooke and

his companion lived under their assumed names.
Cooke, a Yale graduate, worked nt painting and
decorating, ana when necessary did any manual

work that he could get.

The only notice ever taken of the couple by

neighbors and those who lived in the same building

was to comment upon the apparent happiness and ,
the devotion of Balcom to the girlish mother and i

the child.
When the newspaperman called yesterday Balcom.

or Cooke, admitted his identity, but sent the young

mother and the baby into another room, asking

tie reporter to lower his tone that Fhe might not
learn of the discovery of their identity.

"My God! What an awakening from our happi-

ness:" exclaimed Cooke. "All1 want is a chance
to get away. Idon't mind Sing Sing or hell, but
it is she. The child was born two months ago. and
discovery and apprehension would kill the mother."

Pacing back and forth, Cooke told the reporter
the story of his life and of his elopement with
Miss Whaley.

"The inexorable law must be maintained." he
said. "I have preached itso often Iought toknow.
There is nothing that will paint a black sheep
\u25a0white. But 1 have my reasons. For ten years 1
have kept silent. For the last fight months Ihave
borne without a murmur all the abuse, the vilest
lies that newspapers could concoct."

Cooke's father died when Cooke \u25a0was five years

old. He was adopted by an uncle and learned the
" trade of paperhanging and decorating. He worked
his way through Yale, anil finally entered the min-
istry. Basks told of his marriage and at his un-
happy married life. He declared that Ms wife ad-
mitted to him that she had married him for BO
other reason than that it would prove a convenient
stepping stone for her social ambitions. He added
that Itwould be "caddish to dilate on my marriage
troubles."

"Then Iawoke to love, and everything else was
worthless," he continued. "You know the end. On
the one hand was r, loveless life, with honor and
position and wealth, and SB the other love and
poverty. Ichose this."

He pointed to the scantily furnished room. "I
don't praise myself for the step Itook. It was
weakness. it was unmanly; but Iam only human,
end as Iam to be judged by human beings it is
but right that they should know that Igave up
all that « had fought for and won. Now allIask
is to be let alone.
"Iam doing a man's work. Ihave sinned, but

] have suffered. Now Ibeg the world to let me
•lone with my wife and child. Ican live the life
of a good citizen. Thej say 1 am a good deco-
rator. Iwas kept at work long after the other
men were let go during the financial stringency.
Iask the world to let me so a painter, nothing
more; to do a man's work and enjoy the average
society and happiness of the average man." •

Cooke said he was afflicted with heart disease
and several times he was on the verge of collapse
during the interview. On the promise that "Mrs.
Balcom" would not be apprised of the fact that
their identity had been discovered, Osaka accom-

\ panied the reporter to a newspaper office to be
ft sketched.

• On the way downtown Cooke fainted in the
Street-.

Cooke's neighbors spoke m the highest terms of
the pair. Mrs. B. M. Miles, who lives in an ad-
Joining apartment. Raid that she saw Cooke and his
companion, or Mr. and Mrs. Balcom, as she knew
them, leave their flat early this morning and go
out in the storm. The man had a lew pieces of
baggage and the giri carried the baby closely
•wrapped. Allefforts to find the pair to-day were
i.. vain.

fesavers Rescue One Crew, While Others

Wrecked Bow to the Shore.

other craft of the same description in tow <

.fee tvs C. J- Sanford, were lost off Point Ju

sx* and the Jennie was driven upon the

breakwater, where she soon began to go to

P Just' before the Ida wont down Captain Davis

and his wife took to a small boat and strug-

gled hard to reach the Jennie. The heavy seas

drove them back and they turned toward shore,

where the* landed safely after an exhaust ins

experience. The Itfesaving crew rescued Cap-

tain Dencrs and the crew of th
-

Jenrie.

Bootnbay Harbor. Me.. Dec. 30.-The Glouces-

ter fishing schooner Agnes V. Gibson was

wrecked on Bantam Ledge early to-day, while

making this harbor. She probably will be, a

total loss. Captain Oilman Gallant and his

crew of fourteen rowed six miles to this place.

THE HAKBUKgEiTbRAIN AT WORK.

Metropolitan Committee May Seek

Criminal Action.
A committee of minority stockholders of the Met-

ropolitan Street Railway Company was formed yes-

terday to co-operate with the criminal authorities

"for the purpose of bringing to the bar of justice

and punishing any of the officers, directors or man-

agers of the street railway systems of this city who

have been guiltyof acts of a criminal character,

and also to push civil suits for the restitution to

the company of any moneys wrongfully diverted
and to promote legislation to prevent similar crimes
in the future. ,

-This is going to be serious business," said .11-

iam F. King, ex-president of the Merchants' Asso-
ciation, who has been chosen chairman of the com-

mittee. "We. are in no mood to trifle, andIdo not

think the people want any trifling in this matter.
It willbe a long job. but we are going at^it thor-

oughly and willsee it through to the end."

Isaac Blum, a retired merchant, of No. 56 East

81st street, was chosen secretary. Some fifteen mi-

nority stockholders of the Metropolitan were at

the meeting, in the offices of Griggs, Baldwin &

Pierce. No. 27 Pine street, who. with Eugene G.

Kramer of No. 40 Wall street, have been appointed

counsel to the committee. No list of those present

was given our. as it was said some of them did not

want to appear in the case publicly. Fifteen thou-

sand shares of stock were pledged to the commit-
tee, and it was said that much more than that

would be available before long. Those taking up

this movement were among the non-assenting stock-
holders, representing 95.000 shares, who opposed the

merger into the Intcrborough-Metropolitan com-

pany.
i The committee named yesterday is composed or
1 Mr. King. Mr. Blum. George L. Degner, a broker,

of No 20 Broad street; William Maas. a leather
goods manufacturer, of No. 67 Fifth avenue; Na-

than H. llpyman. a retired merchant, of No. 438

East 23th street, and John D. Parsons, of Albany.

| The first work of the committee willbe the con-

Isolidation of two committees of non-assenting stock-
holders who opposed the merger. Ithas also been

instructed to employ counsel to take such steps as
seem advisable to secure the following objects:

1. To institute and to prosecute vigorously civil
suits for the restitution to the corporation, and
ultimately to the stockholders, of any sum or
money which may have bet-n wrongfully diverted
from the corporation and the stockholders.

2. To co-operate with the proper authorities in

charge of the criminal prosecutions for the state.
county and city for the purpose of bringing to the
bar of justice and punishing any of the officers,

directors and managers of the street railway system

of this city who have been guilty of acts of a

criminal character. ,
3 To obtain such legislation, if any. as may be

necessary to prohibit absolutely the commission or
any such crimes or acts hereafter, so that innocent
stockholders In corporations may enjoy fully all

the benefits which ought to come to them through.

then: stock ownership.

Mr.Kingsaid that a campaign fund of $1 a share
would be collected. He Intimated that more than
$150,000 would be needed to carry out the work

the committee bad In mind. He Issued a state-
ment in which he asked for co-operation on th« part

of the stockholders and of all citizens interested In

the future integrity of Investments.

"The financial consntratora have thus far man-

ned to escape j»unlshm« nt." he said. "They are of

the class of men who have been characterized by

the president of the United States as law honest.'
From the testimony, however, that has been taken

I thus far in the various Investigations into the ac-'
tions of some of these men who have conducted th»
management of the street railway corporations, if

would seem as though they had stepped beyond their
fancied security of legal protection and rendered
themselves liable "to the public criminally and the
corporations civilly."

keep cars in order.
1 .
Fatal Command to New Fork ('it.'/

•\u25a0It is time this thing was stopped." paid the cor-
oner yesterday. "No lew than four persons have
been asphyxiated within six weeks in a Raines law
hotel. These were not suicides, bat casea of acci-

dental death caused by the present system of gas
fixtures, where the stopcocks are too close together

—sometimes within an inch, or even less of each
other.

"Two weeks ago a man in a Bowery hotel turned
on two jets; one he had lighted,and from the other

the gas escaped until Itkilled him. The v-ry m:xt
week two persons died in the same hotel from the
•\u25a0scaping gas from a Starve, and a State Senator
from Vermont was asphyxiated at a boose on
Tenth avenue and 30th street from a like cause.

Mybill provides that the stopcocks on all gas fixt-

ures shall be at least twelve Inches apart, so that
a person cannot make the mistake of turning the

the gas on by accident without lighting it."
l: Coroner Harburger's bill goes into effect it

will evidently Increase the business of the plumbers

and gasfitte.rs. for nearly all the fixtures will have
to be changed. He does not say bow the new
fixtures will guard against the man or woman who
is determined to commit suicide. This might be

done ifall the stopcocks In the hotel could be con-
trolled from the office, it is suggested.

Ithas also been proposed that no one be allowed
to use gas without a doctor's prescription.

'
COLLECTION INHONEYMOON FLAT.

Coroner Proposes To Make Asphyxiation

Illegal
—

ABoost for Plumbers.

Coror.fr Julius Hnr'mwr. president of the Board

of Owanrrs. is overworked. He believes that one

prolific mm of toll would be shut off if the as-

phyxiation habit could be checked. Incidentally.h«

BaMM to have In mind a boost for the plumbing

business.
The coroner's mode of procedure is nothing leM

than the presentation of a bill to the Leuislature
making the smothering of unwary guests by hotels

and boarding houses an illegal act. He purposes to

effect his reform by a simple but expensive change

in gfl*plumbing.

STOCKHOLDERS ORGANIZEChanges in Weather Help Increase

the Number of Deaths.
Influenza is holding its own. due to the change-

able -weather. There was no increase last week

over the week before, but the number of deaths
traceable to the grip showed a record of 115 above

the correspond; week last year. The Health De-

partment report of deaths from grip for the \ve*k

ended December 28. 1907 and ISO6. respectively, was
as follows:

1 1907. 190T..
Influenza \u25ba

—
64

175Influenza
—

_TTj 175Isobar pneumonia
_

!5 w«
Itronchtal pneumonia. ._..

—
.••-••• i^j i4'i

Heart disease
- *71

It was said at the Health Department yesterday

that this seemed to be a distinctively grip season,

and while the changeable weather had much to do

with the increase in all bronchial complaints the

prevalence of the germ could not be laid alto-

gether to it. The germ has been found in whoop-

ing cough and in the several serious pulmonary

affections. Persons with weak hearts .have been

sufferers to a severe extent. It was explained

that the reason heart disease fatalities were con-

sidered in the grip records was because the great

depression occasioned by an attack of tne latter

queened the fatal effects ot heart wcakne^
Doctors throughout the city have reported a

phenomenal increase in influenza cases and ItIs

only because of a more comprehensive under-

sending of the disease, how it should be treated

at the begmning. that the deaths have been he d

within the present limits. The interchange of health

SShe cities has shown that *£g»

staging oY"he disease has kept the fatalities

The' death rate mereased last week to 20.59 as

, , >"7 for the same week last year, there

51.691 deaths last week and 1.558 for the same

week in 1905. __
TWO BARGES AMD SCHOONER LOST.

GRIP HOLDING ITS OWN. PLAN TRANSIT FIGHT.

Try them for lunch
and yor willhave them
for dinner.

The most nutritious
staple made from wheat.

mmgk In moisture and
£k& dust proof packages*

oj national biscuit company

. *


