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The Bronx will shortly emerge In fiction. Mr.
H H. Hopkins, author of "The Mayor of War-

wick" has written a new novel which Hough-
ton, Mifflin& Co. will bring out in the spring

under the title of "I'riest and Pagan,"

\ Grass I contention that "not all exaggeration

of function Is morbid" is best defend* Iby the

biographies of all those great men. in every

walk of life, whose thoughts and deeds have won.... the name of genius from the public and

the title of madman from the Italian school of

alienists. In a!l those men we s<-.- that their

abnormalities do not hinder normal thinkingand

acting, but are simply accompanying disturb-
ances, often harmful, to be sure, but not ma

ing the sufferers Irresponsible, incoherent and

dangerous. Strictly speaking, then. Professor

Grasset means by "semi-insanity" a state of
mind and body In which true Insanity crops out

at isolated points, but vithout disturbing the

equipoise of the Individual -The semi-insane

cannot properly be called either sane or insane;

they are both."..... chapter of the volume is •'- highly

controversial exposition of the leg problems

raised ... criminality of the semi-insane.

Here Professor Grasset takes occasion tv de-

fend his wt-U known theory of "attenuated re-

sponsibility." promulgated eight years ago.

against th* shan attacks of many eminent
alienists and lawyers. It has been urg< d -hat

the term "attenuated responsibility" is a sheer
contradiction; a man is either responsible for a
given act or irresponsible, 28 per cent responsi-
bility or an: other fractional degree l»'in^ a

logical and moral absurdity. Itis an abstruse

and intricate situation confronting the- bench
arid bar here at best: all the greater reason,

then, that Jurists should study the writer^ dis-

cussion of the matter, the sharp distinctions
drawn between the philosophical, medical and

legal aspects of responsibility being especially

valuable to anybody approaching the subject

for the Brat time

'
,\u25a0- c- \u25a0 SANE AM» THE BEMI-RESPON-*^MBI-i By Joseph Grasset. Translated by

"professor Kir.uhEly .U-l:fT« Xvo, pp. 415. Funk
4 V:-' Company.

Hovrover convenient and philosophically
paooth it may have seemed, the now classical

iirtasi that every man is at least slightly In-
gane to some respect must always have grated

cpon the nerves of reasonable people. What
t relief, then, to know that one of the strongest

tendencies <>f modern psychiatry is to discredit
utterly this sombre generalization! Among the_

\u25a0 ardert opponents of the latter stands Pro-
jesscr Grasset. professor of clinical medicine
f
-

the University of Montpe-lier, France, whose
gjgaeroos articles upon the subject of "semi-
lnsar.ity" during the last few years have pre-
cijiiiated a torrent of friendly and hostile rc-

4 plies from scientists who feel authorized to

jpeak ozi this dark and tangled problem. Emi-

nent jurists, too, chiefiy in Germany and France,
\u2666^ye thrown themselves into the debate, realiz-
jsp the necessity of squaring- legal conceptions
uritn medial ones. The main results of all this
jsterchar.pt- of ideas among European experts

iave bets brought together in the present vol-
cae.

The author has two Tasks; the first is to show
the existence of a large class of men who are
jseithex wholly sane nor wholly Insane; the sec-
ond is to designate the proper treatment of a•- • 1 Baa who has violated the law.
Society kii^ws to-day that if ithas any rights in

cosaectian v. :t_h criminuls. ithas also duties toward
tsw fiiseas-d. And. further, in the presence of a
sisdtmear^r or a crime it ought to put the ques-
tion. FhoulJ t.'.e accused be punished or should he
be treated?

The object of this book is to demonstrate that
to ttis bt'iIT<ju«-?stion the magistrate, assisted
hr the ptr-sician. may make three different replies

a-conJJng
*

to the case in hand: (".) The accused
criniir.al is *-rtir<ly responsible: he has normal
rivcNe neurons, therefore he ought only to be
flashed d POl in risai C) The accused crirn-
t^sl Ifer.* k~-

!v irresponsible; his psychic neurons
"L, _*\u0084•'\u25a0 diseased, --.-.• -. he ought only to ix?
*Z-u': '-"fi<iI'lif-i!in a hospital C. The accused
P-naical has attor.uat*^ responsibility: Ms psychic
Spn^ors are no: normal, hut are partially diseased.
'hp-vfo'-"' be ourtrt '° l*"l*" both punished an treated.
liTshould be placed successively in a prison and in
a. hospital-

E-i**3y- the "semi-irisarie" are marked off from
true madmen by the'.r general lucidity and nor-

r-al action. The abnormal acts may be such

that neither the individual nor society is in-

iu-«i by them perceptibly; even more, they may

be the accorr.parirner.ts of genius. Inliterature

> and "real life the author finds a host of lllustra-

tions cpr.f.rm:r.g the existence of the "semi-in-

sane" Tfcus. Orestes. Ajax, the Bacchantes,

Othello. Hamlet Macbeth, Lear, Moliere's
-avare" and *1c r:.r.laJe ..:•• -.ire," and almost
cverv character portrayed by Ibsen

—
to mention

ciJy a **"*' cases— are. In Professor Grasset's

ciinion. trje '•s« >rr.i-!i:sane.." Indeed, the clas-

rica.l novels cf nearly every literature, ancient

ani inoucm. draw upon th!s \u25a0"••.•.:\u25a0 social

frnnp more than upon the prosaically sane for

c^ertainrricnt. which is natural enough, inas-

—-ch as Professor Gravel's deSnitlon of the
-E?si-ir.sar,v" brings under this •-••>- the
-ost Interesting kind? of citizens. "Itwas scml-

l^saiitT that Ar.atole France wished a little

graiu of for those he loved. . . . The Fornl-

iasase man Lc often eminently useful, sometimes
even a taper-man.' Mai Intellectually supe-

nor people present psyctiic defects which make j
tbero Bemi-iasane." J

Among tlic
-~

test semi-irisane of histnry

Professor Gr2..=>ot reckons the following pro-
dij^o-jF list: Socrates. Pascal. Aus'uste Comte,

EaSat-Smon. Go?ol. Tolstoy. Gorky, de Maupas-

eat. EOTSseau, Flaubert. Baudelaire, de ilussct. j
Bersardin Saint-PJerre. Voltaire, M'jliCr", Con- ;
d-liac. Desrart.?£. Montesquieu. Buffon. Ampere,

'
nUraAert. Chateaubriand. B-isrurt, Malherbe. !

v^ Sajotoon. Zola. Hcysmans. Balzac. Diderot. Vie- J
fZ\ tor Bss Alexsndre Dumas 01s. Tasso, j'"

KBSBI
' Schopenhaaer, Fwift. Poe, De Quin- j

cey, WEtK rfoToe, Coleridge. '-'"\u25a0

\u25a0OTatt, CWBEnwell. Goethe, O'Conn'li. Frederick ]
11, Schilitr. Byron. Swedenbors. Darwin. Schu- j
nann. Choi WacTier. Muzart, Beethoven, Ros-

Eiai, Berlioz, a:.d so many others that a mere

ration would convince the reader thai the
Pii^stiae alone i? rcjie. When we turn to see
c= what grounds all these estimable persons are
riven k'dgir^ In the halfway house on the road
to B?*!am. tre cannot fail tc observe That the
:enn "seini-insanity" netd not be opproblous,

£iymore than '•fuijcrculous" or "rheumatic" is.
Pasxj acQuires the title simply because he was j
Baable, as a child, to see water falling v.ithout J
f^lir.ginto ait of ;»a~sion. and because be if- i
I-r<^ from paralysis and hallucinations all his
life. BuSon, SiiT.u-uil \u25a0;\u25a0.\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0•- |

r^kisg(jiieir faces. Ampere could not express

his thoughts unless he was walking about arid I
keeping iiis whole body in perpetual motion. IfI
we BSt him ir. the class of the "semi-insane,"

\u25a0cc \u25a0 mt also show the same courtesy to all j
taose beloved coli- ge professors whose train of j
thought is coupled up and set In motion only •

Cuousli tie assistance of a pencil In the hand,

a chair of a certain shape, a very definite ll-
i-aui2.ticr. or tcrr.jt'.rature in the lecture room,
£ kty ring twiddled about on the left forefinger,

l£c3so on. Whether Professor Grasset would
»* pronounce "semi-insane™ a public speaker whose I

Sow of trit was imiKjded by consciousness that
his cravat v.as slowly climbing up to his ears,
•ac knew not. Why not, though? Bossaet earns
Ok name because he .-.•."sit in a cold room
wfih his hr-ad wrapped in hot cloths; Napoleon

ktause he believed in presentiments, horo-
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scopes and unlucky days: Diderot because he
was in th* habit of renting carriages and tnen
forgetting all about them: Oliver Cromwell be-
cause, one. dtarinc an attack of insomnia, h-
saw a gigantk before him and
prophesy his greatness; Beethoven chiefly be-
cause h. was passionately road of bathing in
cold water and going about bareheaded.

That Professor GrasseJ sees dearly that bis
classification does net Imply any deprecation <f
the mentality or \u25a0achievements of th-
ally superior, we discover in bis general conclu-
sions. be remarks, "only one
thing Is fern nstrated: that is, th- frequent co-
existence of InteUectual superiority and a neuro-
sis in the same Individual. When a mar. Is both
neurotic and superior, h. is neurotic by vhtue of
one zone of his nervous system and soperi r
because of another. The common trunk which
unites superiority and neurosis is a teruj •-.-.-
m<nt t but is not a disease. Genius is not a
neur< sis. but neurosis Is more often the penalty
of genius." This contradicts the famous the-
ories which, starting from Lombruso's startling
hypothesis that genius is a form of epilepsy,
have recently sought to prove every extraor-
dinary man neurotic. We believe that Professor

The latest German census of professions,
trades and occupations contains what is prob-
ably the longest word in exi.<tt nee.. This is

A book on P. P. Prudhon. by M Frederic
Masson, is announced by lfanzi Joyant & Co.
It is one of the series entitled "Los I'einlres de
Napoleon."

The splendid collection of reproductions of
selected drawings from old masters at Oxford
is now <\u25a0 mplete with the issue of the sixth part
The series numbers 126 drawings in all and

arranged in three volumes, in order of
schools and, so Car as possible, in order of
date within each school.

Two v ilumes of misc< Ilanies from the pen of
Charles Dickens are to be published next month•

ipman & Haii as part of their "National"
edition of Dickens. These miscellanies, path-
ered from the periodicals t<. which ihe novelist

Contributed them, have n'-v-r before beon in-
cluded in any collection of his works. A gTeat
quantity of the material is now Identified for
the tirst time— notably that which comes from
th.- files of "Household Words" In those of
"Th. Examiner" also have been found a number
of contributions sever Identified by previous
searchers.

LITERARY NOTES.

THOMAS WILLIAMCOKE IN FANCY DBESSL

!'-\u25a0 ::. the ; '
\u25a0

: '' ' UEIMWEII.
Arthur Munby, In The London Spectator.

Have you not heard of the land where Beauty

\u25a0
• I L*»v< ax< \u25a0

Whel
'

-
r

withdrawn. .
Save that a clear, stream, with impercepti-

Glldes through ... of Peace Into th«

Here. on"this blondstaln'd Earth, that land has

never existed:
Here Is no lake of peace, here is no ocean

And I°/the* 'rivers flow, they move to their own
destruction.

Lured Into stormy seas foul with the wrecks
ot the Past. ,

Not in a rrroup like ours, one sun with his hand-
ful of planets.

Riding obscurely alone, lost In a corner or

Nor uVimcn nobler worlds as the gorgeous sun:;r woi

of < >iion.
N<.r in those uttermost orbs ne'er to be noted

or known;

Not in all these Is the land where Beauty an<l

"i...Y<- an eternal, .
Where in a dream uf delight spirits united

abide.
For there is never an orb but Is moulded of

changeable matter,
Phr.T»(l t>y the lapse uf time, bound to its own

little '\u25a0'\u25a0''\u25a0

Fas,-.] Into form
.... one mode succeed-

ing another.
But. whatsoever it be. dead as the heart of•

These cannot yield us our quest, the limitless
life that we long for.

These cannot o!T« r a place meet for the souls
of the just;

Nay, we may search with our eyes through th«
"splendid expanse of the heavens.

Roving from star to star, wistfullyseeking a
home;

But there Is none to be found, nor can be. in
such a Creation,

Made but of tangible stuff, drifting like us to
to Its doom.

Look to the light of God, the core of ultimate
Being,

Saf'- from the thraldom of sense, not to bo
touch'd *.viih decay:

There, only there, la the land where Beauty and
T,n\ \u25a0>• are eternal;

There is our haven of rest, there is the home
of the sv^l.

The Queer Behavior of a Port.

There is a characteristic glimpse of Robert
Burns in a lately published book about the Val-
ley of the Rule, an historic strip of British

border country. Itis the region in which James

Thomson, the poet, spent a large part of hi3
boyhood, and wherein the tradition still sur-
vives that his father, a clergyman, was killed
by lightning while exorcising a brownie Gilbert
Elliot, a country gentleman of Wells-on-Rule,

invited Burns to visit him. He had known and

was a great admirer of James Thomson, and
cherished as a sacred memorial the armchair
In which that poet sat when composing "The

Castle of Indolence." With a laudable impulse

of hero-worship he determined that the chair

should be occupied by Burns on the occasion of
his visit. Mistaken man:—he did not after all

understand the ways of poets:

This ''.air was made of be< hwood, with a high
back, and iaue of the arms wa.- charred by a candle

§& against it when Thomson was absorbed In

one ot hirprofound meditations. Gilbert had sev-
eral "people staying with him who were^ impatient

tobehold the ploughman poet. At last he arrived
and his host received him most graciously, lie
thru a*l:Jd Burns to nit on Thomsons chair, and
alund that Eince it .-an..- int.. I
t v..r t»-for<- l"i.la cuest worthy to occupj tn«- seal

cv,.' cr -td Vus threshold. This compliment was
a-vkw-i-ni'v and even somewhat ungraciously re-
ceived by Bura* In fact. Elliot said so much
ai"i t" Thomson that Hum, felt he played second

:
Uughter wu heard. In fact, the visit to Wells

was not a success.

BVRKS AND A CHAIR

Mr Sidney Lee joyfully informs the public
that two of the Shakes pear> quartos that be-
longed to the I,rx ker-Sampson library have re-
turned from their American exile, and have be-
come much-prizcl items of the collection in
Shakespeare's Birthplace at Stratford. The x\v>

quartos are perfect copies, in admirable condi-
tion, of the first edition of "Midsummer Night's
Dream" and of the second edition of "The
Merry Wives of Windsor."

And speakinp of the "Junple Book," we are
reminded that a paper dealine; with a rerrark-
attlo d<>^ is to appear jn the next number of
"The Century." Roper is a more or less intel-
lectual creature who does extraordinary things

in spelling and in mathematics. Personal in-
vestigation if his dogship's performances has
been mad< by Mr. R. M. Terkes, instructor in
comparative psychology at Harvard, and to the
account of Roger's feats he has added a sci-n-
tific discussion vi his powers.

Mr. Kip'inpr's "Junple Book." it is reported,
is the most popular of all his works Twenty-
four editions have been published and the sales
steadily continue.

What is the noblest creation of late Celtic
art? Mr. T. R. Holmes, in his new hook on
"Ancient Britain," declares that it is the bronse
shield which was lost in the Thames and found
;ift'T it had lain there some nineteen hundred
years. "< fakmg with rounded ends:." h>- says,
"and gently eo-.traeted in the middle, the outline
forming an endless curve, it is adorned with
three successive circles of repousse' work, a
lar^e centra.' one and two smaller. conne.-t.d by
sinimus lines, within which lesser circles are
contained The central piece of each pr. ater
circle is a boss inclosing enamelled swastika
designs and surrounded by curve?, S-shaped and
C-shaped. which begin and end with th-- sarno
mysterious device. Tet, though the beauty of
form remains, the glory of coloring is gone

a flame" between the swords and urg^es Sergio
to Kill. "Wound:" she cries, 'kill: kill!" It is
Sergio who falls, however, beneath his brother's
sword. The crowd shouts with horror and
Marco approaches Rasiliola to wipe the blood
from his weapon with her hair. These are not
the worst incidents of the play.
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