
ME. UNTERMYERS VIEWS.
Samuel T'ntermyer. a man Ultimately familiar

with corporation practice, said:
"The ethical standards of the bar as a whole

are far and away above those prevailing in the
business and financial world. There has been

a decided advance in the standards of commer-
cial life In late years, but this is by. no mean?

true of the financial world and especially of

'high finance' as it hM been practised by the
great men of the country in TVal! Ptreet.

"'The trouble with t?ie bar of New York City

has been that the flower of the profession has

been drawn away from its truest and highest

function of advocacy by the allurements of
finance Many of them have become rather

aids to financiers— highly paid assistants— to

earn.- ant the very doubtful schemes that have

b*>en permitted by modern methods than advo-
cates. Thus we have s»en some of our best

men leave the ranks of The profession for the

allurements of money makins as hankers.

'The remedy is with the existing state of the

law rather than by way of complaint agalns'

the lawyers When they are asked to advise
as to the legal or illegal method of accomplish-

ing a purpose it is their duty to proclaim the

law as it is If the law permits acts that are

morally wrong but legally right it is not the

tault of the lawyer. That our corporation iaws

and particularly the criminal laws applicable

t& corporations are crude and insufficient is well

"No man has a higher sense of pride in his
profession than I.but it is just because of that
pride and for the sake of the cloth that Ibe-
lieve th* bar itself should be boid and Intrepid

In discouraging practices which would soon die

out were it not f^r the insidious dogma of justi-

fication by success"
A« for the talk about shaking public confi-

dence. Ilong ago learned that the 'confidence

men' are the first to say 'Hush:* The people

who are responsible for the present situation
are not those who have disclosed the facts, but
those who made the facts.

"

wror.srdoing. It has been a legal proverb from
time almost immemorial that what one man
can invent another man can circumvent, and
that no statute looking to the definition of
crime? or to the prevention of frauds can pos-
sibly foresee, how inventive new generations may

be in either of these fields

"The remedy for existing evils is with the

people themselves. There has never been a

great public uprising in which the members of

the bar have not been found on the right side.

Of course, there were others on the other side
with special interests to protect; but that is
always so. That fact furnishes no justification

for an arraignment of the entire bar.'"

NICE QUESTION OF ETHICS.
Fred W. Hinrichs, lawyer and political free

lance, said: "It is a nice question of ethics

whether c lawyer should accept any case, that

is offered to him. Every man. ever. a murderer,

has a right to a fair trial, and the duty of de-

fence is enjoined on the profession. You are

not sure that a man is guilty even when he
confesses; there may be insanity or motives of

fear. History is full of pseudo confessions.

Take the Orchard case, as a late example. But
suppose a crooked financial deal has been made,

a •reorganization' involving stock Jugglery or
what not; the lawyer who defends the case in

court i.=> not necessarily corrupt. Perhaps only

one out of many transactions is involved, and

there are questions to be determined of the

exact measure of guilt and the suitable degree

of punishment under the statute.

'"The truth is that the corporations are
stronger than the law. We have ronohed the
parting of the ways at which we shall have

to choose whether the government shall run the
corporations or . the corporations shall control

the government, aji intelligent application of

the criminal law to a few of the powerful law-

breakers would have done in a single month

more to enforce respect for the law than these

years of agitation and the consequent disturb-
ance of business conditions.

known to every one of us who has to de?J with
the Fiibject. If, for Instance, we- had In this
country a law similar to the 'companies acts'

and the laws on reorganization of corporations
under which the English corporations are con-
ducted we should do away with many of the
existing abuses incident to the conduct and re-
organization of corporations. Ifthe Stock Er-

change was put under judicial control abuses

that oannot now be reached by the law would

be dene away with. The same is true of the
Clearing House Association, that now exercises
a despotic power unknown in any other civilized
land.

(ootinuni oa Of;h pae»

HENRY W. DENNISON.
American who has just retired fr->m the service

of the Mikado.

with which Henry Dennison had to contend after

his return to Tokio on the conclusion of the to
Japan

—
glorious peace at Portsmouth.

CASE OF SIB ROBERT HART.
China, like Japan. Is jealous of the forejgner; but

not having as yet vanquished any of the great

military Western powers in war It J« still con-
tent to accept, reluctantly and grudgingly, in-

struction from the white man. Sir Robert Hart.
the famous Irishman who abandoned the British

consular service in 18G3 to organize the foreign

customs service of the Celestial Empire, and
who has been in the employ of the* Chinese
government ever since, is now quitting his
post and returning to England after half a
century spent in the Orient, thoroughly em-
bittered and broken by the treatment which he

has received. In spite of his wholesouled de-
votion to the interests of the Chinese govern-

ment and of the Chine.se nation, for whose sake

he declined the office of British Minister Pleni-
potentiary in China, besides making many other
sacrifices, his home in Peking was apparently
singled out for special devastation at the time

of the siesre of th* legations; and although the
Chinese government owes to his powers of or-
ganization and to his Integrity not only its
one reliable source of revenue, but has been
enabled solely and entirely through the credit

which he enjoyed to obtain loans abroad, yet

he has found himself not only an object of dip-

trust, but has even been superseded of late by

native dignitaries. He. too. is returning home,

like Henry Denni?"n. probably asking himself
whether his many years of exile spent in serving

a foreign and Oriental government have not

after all been in a measure wasted, since the
one anxiety on the part of those to whom he.
has devoted the best years of his life is that

bis memory should pass into oblivion. He will

be succeeded, though with Badly shorn powers, i
as inspector of customs by his brother-in-law.
Sir Robert Bredon, like himself an Irishman, \
born of a Canadian mother, and married to j
an American wife, the daughter of Thomas j
Crane Banks, of Pan Francisco. The treat- j
ment which Sir Robert Hart has received at j
the hands of the Chinese during the last ten
years Is calculated, however, to destroy any \u25a0

K. H. Strobe!, the principal l^sfa! adviser and
counsellor of the Kins of Siam. died the other
day at Banpkok. before his royal employer had
wearied of his services, an.l seems to have been

really mourned. But there is little doubt that if

he had lived a few years longer he would have

shared the fate of 00 many other faithful ser-

vants of Oriental governments and potentate?,

and would have been sent about his business,

feelinp that he had wasted his energies and his
devotion upon people who were incapable of any

sentiments of disinterested loyalty, affection or

gratitude where a white man was concerned.

Scores of Americans wer^ formely employed in
Egypt by old Khedive Ismail and by his suc-
cessor. Tewfik, until the British occupation of

the Land of the Nile. But even some time be-

fore the' bombardment of Alexandria most of
them had been dismissed, or else had been Ir to
resign, by the lack of appreciation shown of the
good work which they bad done, not only in or-
ganizing the Egyptian army and navy, but also

In exploration and in the establishment ofEgyp-

tian rule in the Soudan. One alone of them de-
clined to allow himself to be discouraged, and

remained on in the Khedivlal service after the
English had attuned control of Egypt, and that
was Colonel Alexander Macomb Mason, grand-

son of that Major General Alexander Macomb
who died as general inchief. of the United States
army. Mason was one of the finest types of the

soldier of fortune that it has ever been my lot to

tfer should Iomit the name of Sir Halltciav
Macartney, who resigned his commission in the

Knplisharmy to enter the Chinese service about

the same time a« did Sir Robert Hart, namely.

In IS«3. After acting as director of the gTeat

arsenal at Nanking. Sir Halliday figured for

thirty y»ars as counsellor of the Chinese em-

bassien in Europe, winning for them a detrr.-e

>f confidence and consideration justly withheld
from the missions of most other Oriental pow-

era. In «i>it* Of thin, and of the fact that his

first wife, who Bee enoeanbod accoreana v,

Chteese rites at Nankine. was the daughter of

r.ne of the principal mandarins of that city, he

wan informed some three years ago that hH

services were no loneer rOajedfßaV and he died

not lone afterward, a prey to chagrin and M

enforced idleness.
Ithe Soudan, and that whenever thi? dangeroti3
Isignal was put out Mason should give him m. wfde berth. The aerpement worked splendidly.
; Matron never betook himself to Gordon's resi-

dan>" without lookingout for Ifes battleaxe. and
i? it was in sight nothing in\ the world, not

j even the most pressing official business, could
Iinduce him to intrude upon tSe privacy of his
r chief. Mason had the singular faculty of in-
j spiring in everybody with a boa he was brought

\u25a0 into contact the same degree of confidence and
j regard that he enjoyed from that eccentric bat
brilliant and heroic English ceneral who per-

i ished in 1888 at Khartoum.
j It was this association of hi3with Ci.nJaai
j and the hi~h value set by the latter ->n his
: friendship that commended him so strongly to
!Lord Cromer after the English had assumed)

j control of the Land of the Nile; and it was at
j the suggestion of Cromer that he was requested
i by *tJie British government to act with Admiral

Sir William Hewitt in a special and confidential
j embassy la the late King John of Abyssinia.
;It ia the only occasion that Ican recall of an
', American citizen being1 intrusted with a diplo-

Imatic mission by the Enpiish Crown, and it
1 is understood that It was precisely on account
of his American nationality that he declined th»
titular reward therefor offered to him in th*
nam« of Queen Victoria. Over and over again

was promotion to the rank of pacha pressed'
upon him. not merely by Khedive Tswftfc, but
also by the English authorities. Lord Crotaer
being especially enthusiastic in recommonaanaj

him for the distinction. Yet Mason invariably
refused, alleging that he had no hankering for
title*,and that while Ml means were sunVs—t
to maintain him as a colonel, they w<»ro inads-
quate for a full fledged pacha. For Mason.
in spite \u25a0-,* the unrivalled opportunities which
he had enjoyed in the Soudan and in Lower
Eerypt for enrichinsr himself, had remained a
poor man—no small rredit to a public official
in a country shore tbe very air that on*
breathed used to be. and. for the matter of that.
is to this day. tainted with jrross dishonesty

and corruption. Mason died during a visit to
Washington— an American of whom hi*country-

men had reason to be proud, and who, never
for a moment f rgett ng the country of his
birth and his citizenship thereof, caused th«
name of th» United States to be honored and

«p«.rtrfj n countries where it had up to that
time been unknown. Not only in his case.
but in the cases of Dennison. Durham Steven*.
Stroebel, Anson Burllngame. General Wllllarss1.
Sir Robert Hart. Sir HalllJay Macartney and
others who have aMI thetr lives to the ser-
\ice of Oriental nations on* cannot help feel-
Ing that each would have been happier on tho
whole if he could have written his name on
the history of his own country and hare serve*
under his own flag. -

ATTACSUL

IJTDUSTSIAI at.a-rav* Day

Birmingham, Ala.. Feb. 1.
—

Prohibition la aahhtt*
history in th» Industrial centre of the South. Every'
county where coal is mined or st««! and" Iron mad*'
went dry January 1 last. The majorities were tha

I greatest where the iron and alee] workers and coal
diggers were most numerous, in spite of the fact
that the iron and st»el corporations opposed proJuV

;bition. Every portion of the metal working and

AMERICANS SERVING UNDER FOREIGN FLAGS.

Great Falling Off.of Petty Crime— >

Atlanta* JaiV'Goet Empty-
Few Violations.

Augusts, Ga., F*b- L—<3*or»la's first month's an*

perlencw under the ••»»• prohltttlon law itowi tSat :
a treat change has be»n worked through th* elim-
ination of the liquor trafflc Not only have th«r«
been comparatively few violation*, but thers haM

been a marked reduction In petty eriir.e.
More than naif th« State of O*or«la was "dry"•

before January 1 nnd»r the local option law. by,
which the larger number ofeeonttas had from tin:*

|to time during the last twelve or fourteen years
"

voted out liquor. In six countiea *ther« were dis-
pensaries operatwi uiuler county regulation. la
those districts the change has not b**n so notice-
able as In the "wet." or "city,** counties. &• they
wer<" known, where open barrooms e-xlsted. Th«
most important of these w«n» the clii»« ofAtlanta,

nulls. Savannah. Born* and Coltxtnbus.
The greatest number of arrests for YtoUtion tooic

place in Augusta, .•\u25a0-\u25a0-\u25a0
•

\u25a0\u25a0-* i— now sixteen
ca*e* waiting" trial comprising both wadklng and'
stationary "Mind tigers." Th« basement of th»
Richmond County Court House !»now vtccked with
seized liquors and beer. ' ''-- • -•» ,aw it is th»
duty of the jheriff of the county to dispose of
selzecl goods by public ial». but he cannot sell th»
liquor in the state, and it has not yet been decided
whether or not he can ship th* goods to another
state for sale.

None of the thirty or thirty-flve cases pending
throughout th»» statp has been disposed of yet. and
there fs considerable curiosity an to the ouUluin*

in Ins different counties. In Chatham. Richmond
and Fulton counties the courts have ar.nouncel
their determination to impose sentences and not
fine*, sending •\u25a0 .• -, to the "rock pile."

CLUB HE3QEES TO PAY ¥. S. TAX
Although Savannah is the largest seaport of

Georgia. the law appears to have been enforced
there as satisfactorily as elsewhere. It is tru«

that under tl,t> "locker club"" law-* companion
of the prohibition bill

—
number of so-called "so-

cial organizations'* ha'-* been formed. wher*
liquor is kept in lockers by the "members'* in
quart bcttles; but Judge Emory Speer. of th«
United States District Court, has dealt a »ever*
blow to the?- ergarrizatlona by chart^ins; th« nmnsl
Juries in courts held Stare January 1 that mmri%
member of such club must pay a government ••«
of t5.

In Augusta the eflert ct the law ha* seen large-

ly nullified by the operation of South Carolina's
state dispensary system. In the BtTls town of
North Ausu?ta. S. C. acrasl the Savannah River
from Augusta. with a population of not more than !
three hundred, the South Carolina authorities h»v»
opened, in opposition to the wishes of the towns-
people, a county dispensary, where the »af«s of
whiskey ran from fUKO to *l.*W a day up to Jan-
vary D when the stock was sold out. Hence Au-
gusta has by no means been a •"dry" city.

The other cities in the «at* have not be-a alto-
gether whiskeyless. Wholesale bouses In' Chat-!
tar.ooga and Salisbury, N. C. have flooded the)

state with mall r.r<i»r* and express shipments and
have done a land office business. The headquarters
of a large wholesale liquor house with a braacn
In both of those places are in Augrusta. wh«r*
the entire clerical and eßMCaslva work of tbe firm
Is conducted, although not a drop of whiskey is
delivered from that place.

The change has been most marked m the less* a*
ing of crime. Durins the first mojfa of th« n««r
law the number of police arrests In Augrasta de-
creased tj per cent; in Atlanta. 3 per cent, in
Savannah, about 3) per cent; m llacon. 23 per
cent; in Athene. 10 per cent, and for the state, an
average of a little more than 2» per cent, com-
pared with the «am» month a year ago

In Atlanta on January Ji there was not a pris-
oner confined in the city prison, for the first tXm«
since the building was erected. Every cell ww*>
opened and the place cleaned out.

The liquor ir.terests have announced their «fcr<ajW
tion to test the constitutionality of t!M> law an««
attorneys are working on the case, but ir has n«#
vet been instituted. Their contention will bo lias
the constitution of th* state provides for th* taxa-
tion of liquor to maintain a common school fund; J

that it is not within the jurisdiction of th» Stat*
Legislature to change that without a vote of th*
people, and that the traffic In liquor is one of th*
inalienable rights of the people, of wh:<fh thai
Legislature cannot deprive them. Governor Hok»
Smith. hoover, is on record as saving that th»
law win stand.

HOW "DRY"LAWS WOKE J.V

ALABAMAAXD GEORGIA.

THIESTY MOMH
FOR COLONELS.

the civilized world.

A FORGOTTEN NEW YOKKEF..
Eamliy forgotten i.- the name of that General j

Williams, of Now York. to whom the organiza- j
tion of the. economic system of Japan on a civi-

'
li/.il financial basis is almost wholly duo, and ]
who succeeded, without pecuniary benefit fur ;
himself. In negotiating abroaV a 7 per coat I
loan for the Tokio government at a time when,

owing; to the prejudice ogainst the Land of j
•\u25a0.• Rising Sun and to the disbelief in the per- i
manency or seriousness of Us Western innova- j
tlons, M or even 1- ocr cent would not have !
been an excessive interest to ask.

'

"CHINESE" GO'&LO':. 6 -BATTLEAXE.
Gordon was extremely dial jit to get along

with. There were days when he was to excit-
able and #rritnhle as to be absolutely unfit for
human intercourse. No one realized this better
than he did himself, and being very fond uf

Mason and unwillingto quarrel with him he
made when they were at Khartoum together

an arrangement which was .1- characteristic
.•! one man as it was of the other. It v. a-
agreed that whenever Gordon felt hit« fits of
irritability and exasperation coming on he
should hang out cf bis window or above his
door a. huge battleaxe which he picked up in

meet. After taking part as a naval officer in
the Civil War he saw active service in Chili and
in Cuba before entering the employ of Khedive
I.»mall, where after a time he was assigned to
assist General Gordon, of whom he became the
closest friend. What especially endeared him
to "Chinese" Gordon was his singular modest
his discretion and, above all. hia ability to hold
his tongue. Maj»i>n was the most quiet and un-
assuming of men. People knew him for months
and years, and were in almost daily intercourse
with him before learning, and then only through
others, of his splendid record in the Soudan,
where he made the first survey of the Albert
Nyanza.

illusions which even so great an optimist as Sir

Robert Bredon may entertain as to his hopes

Of ever winning any real gratitude from his

Oriental paymasters.

While Anson Burlineame occupies an hnnorH
place in American and even in European his-
tory, it is dmibtful'whether even the most highly

educated of the Chinese of the present genera-

tion have ever heard the name of the American
statesman who, after quitting the post of envoy

of the United States at Peking in order to help

them to secure for the first lime proper treat-
ment «nd due consideration by Western nation".

sacrificed hi? life in their service While engaged

in establishing for the first time diplomatic

intercourse between the Middle Kingdom and

The Mikado has had many hundreds of more
or less distinguished Americans and Europeans

Iin his employ at one time or another during the

!last forty years: that Is to say, since 186S, when

the inauguration of the present era took place.

All of them were dismissed as goon as there was
nothing more to be learned of them Dennisou

\ and Durham W. Stevens, the latter long coun-
sellor of the Mikado* Embassy at Washington

and more recently attached to the staff of the
Marquis Ito in Corea. were the last to remain,

owing their retention largely to the quiet and

unobtrusive manner In which they were content

to work in the backgtound tor their employers,

instead of exploiting their own glory and pres-

tige. Now they. too. have left, and their de-

parture constitutes a striking demonstration of

the fact that no man should ever endeavor to
give up his '!£" to work for any other govern-

ment than that at his own country. No matter

hoW loyal. honest and conscientious Ma services,

no matter how valuable th,e Dunnhion'a
services to Japan during the peace conference at

Portsmouth were of Inestimable importance to

the Mikado's government —he willalways bo re-
garded with undeserved distrust and jealousy as
a foreigner and as soon as the opportunity of-

fers he ill be dismissed or else compelled to

resign. Let me add that, according to nil a-.
-

counts, the Japanese since their victory over

the Russian* in the recent war and their acqui-

sition of the status of a groat power have be-

come more intolerant than ever of foreign ad-
vice. Their defeat of the Russians and the

marked increase In the respect accorded to them
by the Western nations have convinced them
that, far from needing any.counsel from foreign-

ers, they are qualified to impart it to their j

whilom instructors This In itself goes far to !
explain the Increased difficulties of the situation

of the foreigner been flrute In the %'arious gov-

ernment departments, and its officers resent the

notion that they are inany wfay indebted to for-
eign counsel, even in their dealings with th"

Western powers, of whose \-jew», aspirations,

methods and principles they might naturally be

\u25a0naVMOod to know less than men who, like Den-
nison, had formerly been servants of the state
in the land of their birth.

Many Vexations and Disap-

pointments Which They

Cannot Escape.

rirJts of Prominent Attorneys on

fioih Sides of, a Tim and
Important Question.

v,-v
-

lawyers who advise and guide clients
I"high finance-" so that they may break the

e&dt of the law. though not the letter, are

~ciiiv of more than moral* wrong and \u25a0whether
-»>• »iuMic can find «ny redress against their

-eeds i? a question that presents many difficul-
The rousrh judgments of laymen have

often been heard, but not the opinions of the

members of the bar themselves, whoso liabilityme
to natural prejudice is somewhat balanced by

j-^2' training and the sense of discernment.

Of all professional men, at least, lawyers seem
hfci abe to diagnose their own cases with im-De?- b»

- * T

'Tiaiity, while pointing out the disease to

Scribe a remedy. It is a little awkward at

Zrsi fcr the follower of Blaekstone to turn from

a purvey -.' the. morals and conduct of others

M h:« own. but he rises to the occasion with

w« usual displar of keen intelligence and pre-

cision. No iaymaTi could hope to cut co widely

ar-d 'deeply as **« taaju preforming a surgi-

cal operation on himself— at least, upon the
j^v^rcof r.i? profession.

~Amor.s the remedies suggested by prominent

trorneys in this city last week for professional

jnifioinVaside trma the penalties of the Crim-

1-al Code are an advance In public intelligence

ruth £i, would limit the field of chicanery and

"jon by the grievance committee of the Bar

Af*ocU-JI1* which undertakes to correct pro-

fessional evils not enable to legal processes.

A wi<> difference of opinion was disclosed by
•

\u2666*,» ~jve<isations °« a Tribune reporter among
corporation ar.J other attorneys. The subject

in all •f phases was approached with delicate

hesitation by counsel famed for their courage

in court? cf I*"*".but some were found who took

a prcrounced stand or, one fide or the other.

..\u25a0\u25a0mine that corporation lawyers are deeply

wrossed or that they deserve much that is

sometimes imputed to them.

It was hindttei to be difficult to fasten the

rroof cf guilt, even by a charge of conspiracy,

irxrc: the professional adviser of criminal deeds,

•oSo is protected by the rule of confidential

privilege »nd who. moreover, skirts the edge of

hnhnnfchig with adroitness. There are gen-

fiaJly no witnesses a:id no evidence of a secret

conference 10 violate statutes. Even the names

cf attorneys on record? and papers do not suffice

if evidence of •.•-or.Rd' it is asserted.
£>»- one i? aware that the scheme of the
"wfalthy malefactor** must have been arranged
;• •*£ ta'c-nt. yet the proof of the transaction

is :aostiy lacking* Again, in many cases there
is oo clear dividing line between sharp prac-
'tict'er mere '"unprofessional conduct,"* and eb-
rdute crirr.inaiity.

Itis comparatively easy to cenvlct the corn-
\u25a0oc criminal, •..:• nature of this deed
cjsa'lv create* direct and tangible evidence.
HSatities increase with the refinements of

lair-breaking. The most complicated conditions,
it if stated, may surround the offence of the
corporation lawyer plotting an injury to the
ccrnauuity. He has contrived a long chain of j
drcuastaace? which it if almoPt Impossible to I
foliow up without a legal break, as becomes !

\u25a0coeau -y hi order to establish a crime. Motive
must be proved through '\u25a0•very step of the a -
}<?r«5 wrongful manipulation, and there are
irzrrr chances, technical and ether, for him to
ercaj* the meshes of justice.

PHILBIN REVEALS A REMEDY.
Eugene A Philbin, former District Attorney,

\u25a0&as asked:

"Ifa big financier is found guilty of an of-
fence, is not the lawyer who engineered the op-
eratior equally guiltyand deserving of punish-
aer.tr'

"Very '**-!:*- he is," came the answer, with
ttTiphasis.

"Isit difficult to obtain legal evidence In such
s ease""

"Yes." .
"Then v.hat hi the redress?"

*

"Tbe grievance committee of the Bar Associa-
te, ef which IMi a member. It willgladly
entertain a complaint against any lawyer, and
will set without demanding all the evidence re-
tired in a court of law. The committee Is
composed of men who enjoy the highest reputa-
DSa and whom no one would ever dream of as
**'<£% arri^r.able to improper influence."

"Has any lawyer of high finance been com-
tfaJa*d ol to the committee ?"

"Not within my recollection."
A fcrsneier may come to a lawyer," Mr.

It^b:n ccntinned. "and gain certain informa-
tiwi which he nay use wrongfully or to defeat

totem cf the statutes. But the lawyer m
•sch * case is not a party to the transaction
*ad should not be blamed. Moreover, a lawyer
tf justified in defending a financier or any one j
a a court. Xo Be thinks the worse of Martin
Littirton just row for defending Thaw and
Rttiap him off as best he can."

M. Ivies, well known as investigator
«<5 banner candidate for Mayor, said: "For about
™*aty-flv? or thirty years almost all of th»
«£;slsi:oii with regard to corporations in this
*'-***. until within the last year or two, has
"**n hai at the suggestion of the corporations

QttSßsehrea. The bills have been Introduced at
*^*ir instigation and drawn by their counsel,
*&£ it i« these very laws, permitting the reck-'"'

Issue Of weurities. the merging of corpora-
•te^;. rh«- organization of holding companies i

*si thr- jrivingof practical immunity to directors j
*ar failure in the performance of their duty. .
«*fle at the game time making it practically ;
Impossible fnr shareholders in great public ser- j
vio or.rr^ratjons. M well as In industrial cor- j
Pcra'ionti, -o ascertain the real facts and con-

\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0» of the business, that have resulted In
'

a*J*!r.g such onornious mischief. Th«* losses to i

Bttebolderß in public service corporations alone*"'
? ki» '•»:«\u25a0 which are due to practices per-

by laws passed through the procurement j**
ccansc-I to '-' corporations themselves" ' ' to hundreds of millions of dollars.

EtDB CALLS LAW INADEQUATE.
3 **^c iAr a? a whoi- .- a hard working, on- .

hor.#>«t hoSy of men; but no lawyer ac- •
ca2: siit?£ s fortune running up into the millions
*TUitpractice of his profession with a constant I

.'?* to the public welfare. 1 know many mem-
b*r« *if the bar ha have refused the fees of
Sfctlie service corporations' precisely haoaojoo ,

bane b*ta asked to go things which, while j
C3"-3i!i}

-
t?a

. vi-ere nevertheless offensive to :•*•*
P&bUc spirit an4their sense of propriety

E-**E -**-
BctvJthcUfiClQx BU this it remains true

there are men at our bar who have not
>ta m sensitive as to decline fees for showing j'-"'- cfiests -how to do it," and who have been j
*-\u25a0'. i» r-7>ly all the principles of casuistry j
12 JsniScs-tion <,f their eager \u25a0:•-\u25a0 wealiJi
tCiS in rapport of policies which XL universally

ft"sc:!«fd would disrupt society. The lav.- Itself
\u25a0 **»2j inadequate ;fc: prevent irt|"S may be I
?3rt •\u25a0riin#- ? r,f cunning, as distinguished from

•

C!ia3*-' against property or *=ii«:>le ciimw j

ttiast th^ i^^.«on. Courts of equity cvtme intt» j
**^1«k» for the very purt>'.^3 of «K<ir.g justice*hh*r* t»e ccxamon law ccrsrt.'- failed. The
?*ts of cnant-ery iljemselvea are. nevertheless. j
«*tit to otck or to curb new. devices for {

(Copyright. 1008. by the Breniwo<x3 Company.)

Although the retirement of Henry W. Denni-

boo from the service of the Mikado Just at this

juncture may have no particular significance.

yet it is unfortunate that it should occur at a

moment when many persons in different parts

of the world are purposely endeavoring to en-

venom the relations between the United .States
and the Land of the Rising Bun or else axe

thoughtlessly augmenting the difficulties of the

situation by exaggerating every incident, dish-

ing them up for publicconsumption with a sauce
en highlyflavored as to conceal the true state of

affairs.
Mr.Dennison. in spile of his long residence of

nearly thirty years at Tokio as the principal

legal adviser of the Gai-Mu-Sho. or Department

of Foreign Affairs, has always retained his

American citizenship, together with a patriotic

devotion to the land of his birth which pro-

longed absence from its shores has merely served

to develop and to render more intense. His

presence in the Foreign Office at Tokio consti-

tuted an assurance, both to the United State*

and to the world at large, that no unfriendly

move against this country was contemplated by

Japan. So long as he remained at his post those

aware of the character and reputation cf this

singularly able lawyer and former member of

the American consular service felt safe in their
belief in the professions <• close friendship be-

!tween the United State.* and Japan, a friendship

which proved of inestimable value to the latter,

morally and materially, during her war with

Russia That precisely this time of all others

should have been selected to dispense with the
1 services of Dennison, or. ifhe himself had "''v
rendered anxious to resign, that he should have

been permitted to do so now, instead of at some

later date, is not only unfortunate, but appar-

ently impolitic, since it is likely to give rise to

all ports of speculation and misconstruction.

JEALOUS JAPANESE.

For my own part, and as one who was as-

sociated for a time with the Japanese Foreign

office before the advent of Henry Dennison—

that is to say. away Back In the TO«-I do not

believe that the departure of Dennison from

Tokio and his return home portend war be-

tween Japan and the United States, as some j
wiseacres would have the world believe. To

any one who has served the Japanese or any |
other Oriental government as Dennison has done

it must be a matter for profound surprise that

he should have remained with them so long. |

That he should have succeeded in retaining his

office until now speaks volumes for his tact and

for hi? willingness tc efface himself. A*ide from

the innate aversion, and even olafuftt, which the

Oriental invariably entertains Cot the white race,

the Japanese have always '-•\u25a0•" extremely sea-
sitive la the Implication that they are dependent

on foreign instruction and foreign experience.

This has <>«H-«i narked in every phase of life.
ur.il a? *ww>n da ever the natives have satisfied.... that they had mastered the in-

tricacies of any foreign craft Hi- have at once
proceeded to dispense with their alien instruct-
ors, gilding th- dismissal with flowery compli- :

ments, ar.d, hi many cases, with extremely gen- t
erous \u25a0•\u25a0> Especially has this native jealousy
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\u25a0 LIMITS OF PROFESSIOXAL
ADVICE TO CLIEXTS.

LAWYERS AND
HIGH FINANCE.

"It is a different matter when a lawyer engi-

neers a fraudulent enterprise In advance. That

\s clearly wrong and impermissible. There are

undoubtedly bad and corrupt men In the legal

profession, which, on the whole, has a high

standard ofhonor It happens often that the vig-

orous personality of the marauder of flnanc dom-

inates the lawyer. The client says: 'Let us suppose

Iwant to do so and so." The attorney replies:

'This act is equal to embezzlement, that one is
impossible and the other may land you in jail."

•Ah, very well; Iwill take the risk.1 says the
venturesome promoter. It is like a doctor and
his patient. The doctor gives lota of good advice

which the patient is inclined to disregard. Peo-
ple often expect the doctor to teach them how to

beat the laws of health and the lawyer to

show them how to evade the statutes.
•

"How to reach corrupt attorneys m a problem

The rule of secrecy in relations between lawyer

and client prevents the obtaining of evidence, yet

the rule seems to be necessary and whoiesom-.
Without it no man would dare confide in his
counsel, and many grievous injustices would ea-
rn*. As It is. there are men who do not tell

enough to their lawyers or who consult them

only after they are in very deep water."

Mirabeau L Towns, once known as the poet-

lawypr of Brooklyn, but who has lately brought

his metrical talents to bear on Manhattan Juries.
was in a grave and serious mood when ap-

proached at his offlre.

"PROFESSION TAINTED," SAYS TOWNS.

"The profession has become tainted with the
desire to get rich, like every other," said Mr.

Towns. "It has lost its pride and its dignity

that once divided it from commercial enter-

prise. When itis desired to manipulate laws you

naturally go to a person learned in the law, and
the more learned and astute he is the more

useful he will be in regulating your actions so

that you willcome within the Revised Statutes.

Such a man advises things which he knows to

be technically violative of morals and ethics and

the philosophic scope of the statute. if not its

letter. It is hard to say how fa? a lawyer should

use his knowledge and Influence to further the
ends of his client when he knows that client has

been guilty of dereliction. The ethics of the

profession were laid down many years ago, and
Idon't know that there has been any improve-

THE STANDARD HIGH.
John D. Lindsay, formerly of the District At-

torney's office and now associated with De-
Lancey Nicoll in an extensive corporation prac-
tice, spoke with cheerful optimism as follows:

"Iknow what the popular idea It in regard

to lawyers and high finance. It i? that a finan-
cier cornea to a lawyer and wants some illegal
project carried out. If the latter by some re-
mote contingency refuses the Job the wealthy

client goes to another attorney who will do it.
This is an erroneous belief and prejudice. It
does wrong to a large and honorable class of
men. We should remember that a lawyer has

a conscience and is moreover bound by the rules

of his profession. If a man comes to him with

an improper proposal he must say. 'Nay. you

are proposing a crime. Iwon't do it. It is

impossible.' The public clamor against lawyers

and Judges is a most injurious thing. Ifyou

take away respect for courts you have a state

of lawlessness and anarchy. After people have

made their own laws they seem inclined to play

the baby act and to object to their application.

The standard of lawyers is very high indeed.
Itis at least as high a.-» that of business men.

"How high is that?" asked the reporter.

Mr. Lindsay smiled pleasantly.

*
Roswell A. Benedict, author of "A Business

Question" and other works, surveyed the subje.--

of legal responsibility with all the rigors of
logic, and while unready to admit that any fault

could be found with eminent members of the
profession he suggested that a horde of reckless
young men were being admitted to the bar
every year, and that pMriHl these were the

ones who brought discredit on the tribe of
Blackstone. The police court shyster rath<r

than the corporation lawyer deserved publicat-

tention, he thought.

ment on tie definitions of Bishop Saunderson
and Samuel Taylor Coleridge. A lawyer has a
right to assume his client innocent until proved
guilty,unless the client confesses. But whether
it Is right to conspire witha client in a nefarious
assault on people's rights and properties Is a
matter too plain for comment. The lawyer who

does so becomes an accessory before the fact,

he prostitutes his high office for money and aids
in a subversion of the rights of the people. He

Is guilty of larceny when he prompts reorgan-

ization schemes Invoking: stock exchange ma-
nipulation."


