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ANECDOTES OF
THOMAS A. EDISON.

NOVEL WAY OF GETTING
RID OF BORES.

RBesists Attempts to Cure His Deaf-
ness—Sometimes Hears More
than Is Supposed.

Thomas A. Edison is an excellent source of
anecdotes. This is demonstrated in a book about
pim by Francis Arthur Jones which Thomas Y.
Crowell & Co. are shortly to publish.

Edison is somewhat deaf in his right ear.
Through constantly placing his hand behind it
the lobe has been pressed slightly forward. This
pertial deainess has enabled him to pursue his
work undisturbed while surrounded by all the
poise of & Dusy shop. Naturally, it would look
well in &n sdvertisement, from the advertiser's
point of view, to be able to ‘announce that Tdi-
gon used the article advertised. Accordingly he
many visits from persons with “a sure
oo to sell. One visited his
jaboratory at Orange recently in order to ex-
plain the meTits of a method which, he declared,
would bring about & speedy removal of the ob-

hes bhad

or fness”

ae

“I think I will not try 1it.”
you would tell me why you

T
wish

dent that exhibits this and amused Mr. Edison
greatly happened recently.

A certain great American machine factory,
devoted to the manufacture of electrical ap-
pliances, attracts many visitors from all quar-
ters of the globe. One engineer at the factory,
who may be called “Steve,” is frequently de-
tailed to serve as gulde, because of his fund
of information and his lucid explanations. Re-
cently he was assigned to conduct through the
plant a guest from the West—a light halred lit-
tle man. The visitor seemed duly impressed
with all he saw, but made no comment. He was
apparently drinking in and silently criticising
every word which young * e” uttered. That
usually confident person grew nervous and sus-
picious, N

“This fellow,” he thought, “must be some
smart electrician, n.nd‘ he is just taking all my
statements with & huge grain of salt.”

At last, when they had returned to the office
and “Steve” was fealing limp and tired, the 1it-
tie man held out his hand and said:

“I am exceedingly obliged to you. I don’t
know much about the electrical trade. I am a
barber. If you ever come to Chicago, look me
up.”

TOOK HIM FOR ANOTHER BARBER.

“Steve” had recovered from this and was be-
ginning to look and feel like himself once more,
when he was again detailed to escort a visitor
through the works.
and undemonstrative.
rather hastily
“barber” to entertain. The quiet visitor showed
little surprise or appreciation of the many re-
markable machines, and “Steve” was aggrieved.
For the honor of the works he determined to de-

Consequently, “Steve”

fled. *“Supposing you did cure my
he. “Think of the lot of stuff
sten to that 1 don't want to hear!
af has its advantages; and on the
iet well enough alone.”

s been described as being more
psy¥chelogical phenomenon
ility. A story is told illus-
s to hear when it is jeast ex- |
¢ visitors had calied at the
-..‘:nﬂ and although Edison, as usual, was
Py he made them welcome. He did
- irritability even when foolish
uted at him in unnecessarily
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extremely bUsY

notl express ans

humorist of the party remarked to |
an ordinary tone of voice:

ould hear if we asked him to take |

1or, who is temperate in the use of |
4 about, looked the young man |
he eve, and smilingly replied:

wyes perhaps I should; but no, thank you, not
to-day |
Ediso sirong opirions regarding diet. |

- ves that half the ilis that flesh is

neorrect and excessive eating.
v abstemious, and oftem does
vound of food In the course of
e is no faddist in what he shall
i he fancies, but in very
He is fond of telling a story
n of how great a slave toemeal
v become.
course,” he savs, when telling

d e

-
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the Ohio man who went to New |
and, having taken a |

the first time,

good hotel unpacked grip and
to the desk to inquire about the

his

¢t is the eatin’ hours in this yers hotel?
ke said to the clerk

“mreakfast’ the clerk answered, ‘seven to
elever. lunch, eleven to three; dinner, three to
eight; supper, eight tc twelve.

= Jerusalem!’ exciaimed the astonished farmer, |
swher am ] goln’ to gettimetosee the town? "™ |

Visitors to the laboratory are sometimes &0
will not grant an in-
known to him.

sumerous that Mr. Edis
terview unless they are

1
wed

Some of these visitors with great pompousness
&ssert

they have known “Tom Edison™
were boys together, and act as if
ted when the gateman informs them
son is so busy that it will be im-
him on that day.

occasion a bona fide friend who had
from childhood called at the labo-

companijon, and was greatly of-

that

TEoTY W a
fended when told that Mr. Edison was very busy
and could not receive visitors

mately all my life.”

+1

ENEW HIM BETTER.

don't say he won't see you,” replied

n waited here for twe
1 to go away without
pose you know him

she does
when wvisitors are admitted they
become n Edi-

isposed of a party .'
In his experis

produced some

IUsuas way.
i« nhas

on a tabie

said, way of explanation,

by
is in a state of very delicgle equi-
dependi

o

a questi

1 it will do—re-
When this bal-
takes very little to inciine !

the |

g0 that even

o

produce the effect. And

the floor.”

ulg weight dropped on
ndu ng his experiments in explos-
ed one morning by a con 3
o The inventor treated them, as he
reat z courteously, but a&s the day
wore and was no sign of their going,
ae beza - w to get rid of them with-

ually remarked that

very delicate ex-

- uld & if any of them
: ¥ of increasing their
& way and distracted

u He finally became

- ~ A method ol

= r e scene finally occurred

of the material with wi
ting he put a drop or

e as no danger of blowing a n

e ghh the window The clern
parer 2 n
&rounc The inventor seated himself at his
bench and ugauin took up his experiments. Sud-
Cenly he jumped up shouting, “1 have it!” at
19¢ same € knocking @ board from the |
tedie & accident. It fell to the fioor with |
& cras v followed was ev more dis- |
&£rous than Edison bhad intended l

VEN EDISON WAS STARTLED.

No windows were broken, but several giass
Sotties vere smashed, a piece of electrical ap-
Paratus was disablled, a table overturned and the
Tmster, frightened. They put their hands
10 their 1=, fearful of something worse to fol-

one of them exclaimed
constantly happening,
“I'm glad tc say that

are

calmly

ven't killed eny oune since the fall You
Uever can tell when ome will happen, but I
SOP¢ you will mot be treated to another to-
& -
T M
*8e dergymer declared that it was ail in-
*08ely interesting, but they would better not
!t‘m,_ longer. Grabbing their hats, they has-
“Y bafe the inventor goodby and did what
wlisor i them to do.
The fa is espe-

e

ty for remembering faces

@ Ao Edison, AA ol |

| workman who was

to say, 1 will
the foun 0L

velop 2 little enthusiasm in the taciturn visitor.
He began to “color’” his descriptions of the won-
derful inventions for utilizing electricity. He
pointed out a dynamo which he sald was so
powerful that it never had been and never could
be operated to its full capacity, owing to the
utter impossibility of controlling the current
He gave a dissertation on the incandescent lamp
&nd its manufacture, asserting that its discov-
ery was due to the accidental observation of a
lightning flash playing on a two-pronged fork
in a pickle bottle. Waxing eloguent he stretched
out his right arm and exclaimed:

“And so that estimable boon to mankind, the
incandescent lamp, was born!”’

At this moment the visitor stepped up to a
winding colls, slapped him
on the back, and said:

“Hello, Dan.”

The man thus addressed started, looked up,
and his face flushed with surprise and pleasure

| @s he grasped the outstretched hand.

“God bless my soul! It's my old boss! he
exclaimed. “Mr. Edison, how are you?”

“Steve” staggered back and sat down on a
casting. He tried to think it over; to recollect
some of the stuff he had been telling, but his
mind was a blur. One thing only stood out dis-
tinctly. He had told the *“Wizard of Menlo
Park,™ the inventor of the incandescent lamp,
that it was the evolution of a pickle bottle and
a4 two-pronged fork! Then he disappeared.

EDISON GETS EVEN.

A week or two later he received from Mr. Edi-
son & book on electrical wonders, written for

| juveniles, on the fivleaf of which was a pen

drawing of a fork in a pickle bottle, and below
the inscription:
“And so that
the incandescent lamp, was born!”
One of the qualifications of a good newspaper

inestimable boon to mankind,
-

| man is a Ilittle knowledge about everything.

There are a few, however, who have not yet

THE ABORIGINAL
- PORTO RICANS.

SOME CHARACTERIS}'IC
CUSTOMS RECALLED.

Worlk: of Bureau of American Eth-
nology in Reproducing Life
of Vanished Race.

It is narrated that when Christopher Colum-
bus first visited the island afterward named
| Porto Rico the naked natives were in the habit

i

This man also was silent |

concluded that he had another |

mastered &l!l of the details of the phenomena !

and possibilities of electricity. Occasionally one

| of these receives an “assignment” to procure an

interview with Mr, Edison. The *“Wizard of
Electricity” is always kindly disposed toward
newspaper men, and when he discovered that
one who had been sent to obtain an interview
was having difficulty in understandingall of the
technicalities of electrical science, he put his
visitor at ease by remarking that he knew much
more about electricity than many who call at
the laboratory. Then he asked if he had ever
told him the story about the fireman he had
once met in Canada.

“In a certain Canadian town,” said Mr. Edi-
son, “where 1 was running a telegraph office in
my youth, & new factory, with a fine engine
house was being put up. I visited this factory
one day to see the engine. The engineer was
out, and the fireman, @ new hand, showed me
about. As we stood admiring the engine to-
gether, I said:

“*“What horsepower has this engine?

“The filreman gave a loud laugh. ‘Horse-
he exclaimed. ‘“Why, man, don’t you

P

power!®
know that this machine goes by steam

On one occasion Mr. Edison was asked by &
visiter to name his principal inventions. With
characteristic reluctance he replied: “Well, first
and foremost the idea of the electric lighting
station; then, let me see, what have I invented?
Oh, there was the mimeogreph and also the
electric pen, and the carbon telephone a&nd the
incandescent lamp and its accessories, and the
guadruplex telegraph and the automatic tele-
graph and the phonograph and the kinetoscope
and—and—oh, 1 don’t know, & whole lot of other

things.”

MEXICAN GOAT RAISING.

Durango:
last year has, on account of the extended
drouth in this part of Mexico, been one
st in many years for those engaged in
For that reason a person contem-
g investment in that business in this
can buy goats, either fat or t at greatly
ced figures from the usual price. “he average
Mexican currency (31 of which is worth
nerican) is from $3 to $ 60 each for fat
2 to $ for thin goats. At present fat
can be bought for $2 75, and the best tiin ones

Qres

at hides are selling for & & kilo (2.2 pounds).
sual price is about $1 7. On account of the
conditions prevailing in the United Biates,
» market to which all goatskins are ex-
this consular district, the price has
one firm is buying. The lack of

2 s to kill or sell at the best

"he two conditions which breed-
t, namely, the drouth and the
» hide market, make an opportunity
contemplating an investment in the

paid $10 a month and rations, the
1 $7 more. Kids are dropped
iths and the average for 8
nies is about thirteen hundred every
Of the kids dropped 80 per cent are
! herders. Land suitable for breed-
so0 far as can be learned, on the
e. There are several tracts of
ity which are called good goat

ale, b none containing 500,60 acres. In
vears the tallow obtained from the goats
pavs for all expenses of raising. The hxde:
X is

are
at

ux.‘i“mu:u may be considered profit Tallow
worth 25 cents a kilo."”
_——

IN THE PIT.

1ie was an excitable man, and was accompanied
bv his wife and baby In the pit of the theatre. At
the end of the first act the baby began to cry, and
he was asked to take the child out But it ceased
to cry, and he was allowed to remain. Near the
of the second act it recommenced fts discordant
; was offered his money back to leave
He refused indignantly, but when In
¢t the play began to ps.llr:and the lbalg
ras sleeping peacefully he whispe eagerly
“J‘wuw,p“lﬁﬂ:f!;, pinch little Rachel to make her
—Dundee Advertiser.

A PARLIAMENTARY STRATEGEM.

informal session, after one of the
f u reilgious convention, that
minister told somesof his best
“There is one man in our church'™ he
~who is as good as gold, but so long-winded
hat he tires evervbody out
‘At one time it was suggested by one of the dea-
in order to avoid the extreme length of
d man’'s remarks at prayer meeting, we
sake a five-minute limit
imaugurated at the next meeung. and 1t
was cheering to us all to see that when the long-
winded man rose 1o epeak be held bis open waick

end
cries,
the thealre
the third arc

d he

t

|8

sald,
t

cons that
BO

thas

I of chanting a story when they performed one of
i their ceremonial dances which, in the light of
| history, is of especial interest. The tals which
! they told and expressed In this fashion was the
prophecy of & “zeml” or god, made to the
| father of Guarionex, a cacique. Fasting for five
| days by way of penitence and chastising him-
self, he bowed before his household god and be-
| sought a glimpse of the future of his people.
“Before many years there will come to the isl-

househoid to remaln. The sick man was seated
in the centre of the hut Then the doctor took
a couple of herbs and wrapped them up in the
“web of an onion half & quarter long.” This he
bruised in his hands until it became a pulp. It
was passed around and then swallowed by the
patient as an emetic. Then & eong was sung
and a torch lighted and some “juice” taken, the

The doctor next began a series of manipula-

times as if he should say, “Which way are you
locoking now?” he grabbed him by the legs and

the knees and the calves. Then he imitated the
action of pulling something off the nether limbsa.
Going to the door, he pretended to blow some-
thing from his mouth into the outer air. “Be-
gone to the mountain, or the eea, or whither
thou wilt,” sald he. Turning about, he clapped
his hands together. Blowing upon his hands, he
applied his lips to various parts of the body of
the patient, sucking in his “blast” as he did so,
as if drawing something out.

Then he coughed and made a wry face as if he
bad swallowed something very bitter indeed

bones which he had previously inserted.

thing which caused your distemper. BSee how
I have taken it from your body. Your zemi put

THE POPE

designed by Raphael.

nephew, Count Camillo Pecci, is an officer.

IN HIS PALANQUIN PASSING THROUGH THE VATICAN AND THE
GUARDIA PALATINA

Although the temporal power of the Popes ceased in 1870 his holiness stil! maintains a sovereign
state within the Vatican, perhaps nowhere so strongly marked as In the existence of
guard, which is uniformed in scarlet trousers and biue tunics. The leading figure in front

of the chair is that of one of the Swiss Guard, whose uniform in red,
Behind are officers of the Nobie Guard, in which the late Pope’s

SALUTING.
o
ellow and black was

—/The Sphere.

and certain men with long beards and bodies
completely clothed. These strangers will sever
men in twain with one stroke of their swords.
They will bring fire and ashes, drive forth an-
cient gods and destroy the customary rites of
the people. They will shed blood and carry into
captivity.” Thus spake the “zemi” to the pro-
genitor of Guarionex.

The prophecy of the ‘“zemi” has been so com-
pletely fuifilled that it {s wellnigh impossible
to paint a complete picture reproducing the
life of these rrehistoric dwellers of this Amer-
fcan possession. Jesse Walter Fewkes, of the
bureau of American ethnology, has been at-
tempting to gather up the fragments and plece
together a portralt of the people the eyes of
Columbus and Ponce de Leon loocked upon. The
result has just been presented in the twenty-
fifth annual report of the bureau of American
ethnology.

Setting a fish to catch a fish was one of their
methods of supplying their table. The eel-llke
sucking fish, the remora, doubtless attached to
some kind of leash, was utilized. Poison served
the purpose of & net when they wished to catch
a large quantity of fish. The water of a pool
wes polsoned.

HOW WIVES WERE SECURED.
The method of Jacob in earning his wives was

followed by the poorer natives. When a cacique
had made his cholce of a wife he sent a present
every day for a month tc the bride’s father.
When the dowry agreed upon had been pald

then the bride's hair was cut as a sign that she |

was & matron. The poorer persons, those who
had difficulty in keeping a girdle on their walsts,
so to speak, they were so poverty stricken,
worked out the dowry by
vant of their prospective fathers-in-law. BSome-
times the wives practised immolation upon the
death of their lords by permitting themselves
to be buried alive when the body was interred.

Whether s=alt was scarce or not is uncertain,
but the method used in catching parrots would
suggest that it was too scarce anyway to be
sprinkled on birds’ tafls. A child ten or twelve
vears cld bearing a tame parrot on his head
would climb a tree, The hunters, entirely cov-
ered with leaves, would approach quletly. At
the same time the boy would cause the parrot
on his head to cry out shrilly. This would at-
tract the attention of the parrots in the neigh-
borhood and they would flock to their crying
brother. Then the child would skilfully throw
a running noose about the neck of one of the
birds and throw {t to the ground.

Chicanery, falth, superstition and, on the med-
icine man’s part. an incentive to save the pa-

| tient from death’s grip all had their part in se-

curing relief for the aching primitive Porto
Rican. It was almost as much a&s the medf-
cine man’s life was worth not to effect a cure.
PREPARATION OF PHYSICIANS.

When the doctor was called upon a case there
was more to his preparation for going to the
prospective patient’'s hut ‘than picking up a
medicine case and rushing out to his automo-
bile. Before departing from his office he must
take the soot from a smoked pot or some
pounded charcoal and blacken his face. Then
there were his patent pellets for jaundiced gen-
try to be prepared. As usual {n the manufact-
ure of patent medicines, there was something
secret about the concoction which the Porto
Rican doctor mixed. He took a few slivers of
bone and a morsel of meat and wrapped these
about with something which would hold them
together. The whole lump was then inserted in
his cheek beslde his tongue. Ready for his task,

ts left hand
m h‘ ¢ 1 mit was all but reached, he said;
+Finding. my dear friends, that 1 have only a few
PeCOT ds left in which to speak, and having much | he now sallied forth

throw the rest of my remarks iuto
w‘l m

:
'

Upon arrjving at the patient’s home he orde

bufld him a, temple, or give him some of your
goods.”

PUNISHMENT FOR NON-SUCCESS.

complete silence, and told the children they |
might run out and play. ;ndud.hawoulapor-)
mit only one or two of the chief persona af the !

kind of juice net being indicated in the records !

tions. Turning the patient around two or three

lterally “pulled” them after feeling the thighs,

and puiled from his mouth the collection of |

“Take notice,” said he; “you have eaten some- |

it into you because you did not pray to him, or |

! scale .
i

Woe betide the doctor If his patient dled. The |

friends of the dead person, in order to discover
{f the physiclan had made any mistake in the

treatment, would open a vein of the body, gather |

the juice of a certain herb and cut off some of
the hair from the forehead of the corpse. Pul-

verizing the hair in some peculiar fashion, it

was mixed with the juice of the herb. This
concoction was presented to the mouth and the
nostrils of the corpse, the questicn whether the
doctor had pursued the right course or not being
many times repeated until the “demon” replied
in as clear tones as if the patient were alive. 1f
the reply was that the doctor had not given
proper treatment, the relatives seized the med-
icine man and gave him many blows with a
stick, breaking his arms or legs.

According to all available accounts, the pre-
historic Porto Ricans danced on the least provo-
cation. They were born to the accompaniment
of a dance, and when death clatmed them a
dance celebrated their departure from earth’s
gcene. There were dances for success {n war,
for curing the sick, for inducing the rain te fall,
for {mproving the crops. They danced when
they reached manhood and womanhood, when
boys had their hair cut, when they became war-
riors, when chiefs were made, when farms
were cleared, when trees were cut for making a
garden and bullding s house, and when a canoe

| was launched.

becoming the ser- |

Dramatization played an impertant part in all
the ceremonies and was especlally prominent in
war dances, In which were represented the mo-
tive of the war, the departure of .the warriors,
ambuscades, the surprise of the enemy, combat,
celebration of the victory and return of the
war party accompanied with mortunary rites of
& commemorative nature for the fallen.

THE ABORIGINAL DANCES.

At various places on the islands of Porto
Rico, Cuba and Hayt! there are found level
spaces Inclosed by rings of stones. These are
supposed by Mr. Fewkes to have been usad as
dance plazas. Descriptions of dances observed
by Spaniards 350 years ago are preserved. A
number of the writers gave detalled accounts of
the natives of Hayt!l, adding that whatever i3
true of the aborigines of the islands holds also
concerning those of Porto Rico. Much of the
definite information regarding them haa been
gecured in this way. The following is from a
Spanish account 350 years old of a ceremony in
honor of the earth goddess as it was obsgerved
in Hayti and which is au‘pposed to have been
similar to dances in the neghboring island ef
Porto Rico.

“When the cacique celebrated the festival In
honor of his principal idol all the people at-
tended the functien. They decorated the idol
very elaborately; the priests arranged them-
selves like a choir about the king, arnd the ca-
cique sat at the entrance of the temple with
a drum at his slde. The men came painted
black, red, blue and other colors er covered with
branches and garlands of flowers and shells,
wearing shell bracelets and little shells on their
arms and rattles on their feet. The women also
came with similar rattles, but naked, if they
were mailds, and nor pamted, if married, wear-
ing only breechcloths. They approached danc-
ing and singing to the sound of shells, and as
they approached the cacique he saluted them
with the drum_ Having entered the temple
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This is the big Winter event in the Piano business. It so far

overshadows any like sale that there is no comparison.
You are accustomed to our way of doing things.
Long ago you learned to KNOW that when the Sterling Piano Company announeed
& special sale it was special and the bargains were real Withevery?nnov.old_l,
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OUR PLAYERPIANOS. Some are our factory samples, others have case designs
which we are no longer manufacturing, and still others are the Pianos which we
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unsatisfactory it ecan be exchanzed at our expense.
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B o oovidodisands ssnssbacdea
$225.00 JUSTIN BROWN; me-
diom size; dark case.........

$200.00 WEIDENSLAUTER ;

$250 PIANOLA;
standard music

$300 ANGELUS; with organ at-
SRR gl

PLAYERPIANOS.

plays any

ard rolls

$500 THAYER; plays all stand-
SR DS oo v

ORGAN ; eleven stops; walnut
case; sweet tone

$75.00 PELOUBET & PELTON
PARIOR ORGAN .....cccccca

$25
$20

Brooklyn.

throat in order to show to the idol that they
had nothing evil in their stomachs. They seated
themselves like tallors and prayed with a low
voice. Then there approached many women
bearing baskets of cakes on their heads and
many roses, flowers and fragrant herbs. They
formed a circle as they prayed and began to
chant something !lke an old ballad in pralse
of the god. All rose to respond at the close of
the ballad; they changed thelr tone and sang
another song In praise of the caciqus, efter
which they offered the bread to the idol, kneel-
ing.”

GOLF AT SUMMERVILLE.

Summerville, 8 C., Feb. L—The first of & serles
of competitions on the Pine Forest Inn golf links
took place last Monday. The match was handicap
against bogie for one of the numerous cupe
presented for this season by the proprietors of the
hotel. There was a large entry and much interest

! was displayed by both the golfers and the guests

of the hotel. The handsome cup was won by T.
W. Weeks, of Cornwall-on-Hudson, N. Y.

Another competition was held Tuesday and was
one of the most interesting ever held here. The
disparity between the contestants wes unusual, one
welghing 270 pounds and the other 70 pounds. The
competitors were W. H. Morgan, of Providence,
R. 1., and Harold Pond Kimball, of Rochestag, N.
Y. Mr. Morgan won by one hole. The matah was
played off scratch.

Another competition took place on Wednesday for
the heavyweight championship of the club between
Mr. Morgan and Miss Deitsch, of New York, Mr.
Morgan giving Miss Dietsch two strokes a hole
The prize, a handsome sllver cup, glven by Mrs
C. W. Meyer, of New York, was won by Mr
Morgan by one hole. Mr Morgan was also pre-
sented with a large tin cup. made especially for
the occasion, which caused much amusement

On Washington's Birthday twe handlcap cups
will be contested for, and in the afterncon the cad-
dies’ sports will furnish entertainment for the
guests.

Among the late arrivals at the Pine Forest Inn
are Mr. and Mrs Denny Brerston, Lake George,
N. Y.; Dr. E. C. Brush, Miss Brush, Zanesville,
O.; Mr. and Mrs. F. T Stinson and daughter,
H

Brooklyn; J. F. Effingis, Staunton, Va., F
Lewis, Leeds, Ala.; T. W. Weeks, Cornwall-on-
Hudson, N. Y.; lLouis G. Lessig, Pottstown, Pa ;

Mr. and Mrs. Chas. T. Chase, Philadeiphia; Mrs.
W. T. Delaplaine, Louls T. Delaplaine, Wheeling
W. Va.: H. O. Sage and son, Mrs. Thomas, Mias
Thomas, Detroit, Mich.; Mrs. Wm. Miller, Balti-
more, Md.; Mrs. W. D. Warren, Cincinnatl, O.; Mr.
and Mrs. Augustus W. Keiley, Mr. and Mirs.
Charles Herbert Smith, Mr. and Mrs. Arthur W.
Watson, Mr. and Mrs. Edwin W. Orvis, New

they vomited, putting a small stick into thelr | Yori; Mr. sod Mra. F. L Howe, Boston

| tion with their markets
« Good Roads Bulletin

————
A NECKLACE OF MAINE JEWELS.

late ex-Vice-President
Hannibal Hamlin, is the proud possessor of the
most valuable necklace In America and of the
most valuable tourmaline para in the world It is
& necklace that Is the envy of all the queens and
princesses of BEurope. This famous neckiace is
tirely made from the finest gems ever taken froms
the famous Hamlin mine at Mount Mica, Parts,
Me., and Includes the first green tourmaline
ever found there, ninety years age. The

s composed of ail the vast range of colors found
in the tourmaline—white, yellow, black,
blue and red. Attached to a chain of gold are
seventeen large tourmalines, ranging from 3 carats
to 80 carats, arranged so that they can
detached and others of different shades and
can be put In their places. In the set are
additional stones, many of them being mount
with white tourmalines and beryls. There are
eardrops of pink and green tourmalines, set
beryl, alsc & cross composed of six of the
tourmalines ever found, of about 3 carals
and of various colors. Many of these stones
exhibited by General Wllllam B. Frankiin, Unit
State Commissioner to the Paris exposition In 1889,
and were also showm In the T'ffany display ag
Chicago In 1833. And another almost priceless -
uct may be added to the world famous nec
It is a nobie In the hands of Loren B. Merrill,
Paris, who has leased the mine for a series
years. This noble weighs {I1 carats and will
two stones of 100 carats each, worth in all proba-
bility about §1% a carat making the two gems
worth $20,000.—Kennebec Journal.

STILL AHEAD.

‘“Willfe” Collier, the comedian, was an irrepressie
ble member of a barn sterming combination which,
some ten years ago, did the “tank™ towns of the
Allddle West. .

The company had been doing a poor business for
several weeks when a certain town in [linotls
was reached. Just before the curtain went uUp
that night, Colller was standing at the
“peephole,” sizing up the audience. ,.

“How's the house illie?" asked another playes.:

“Well,” answered Collier. “there are some oul
there. But.” he adaed, impressively, “we're
in the majortty, old boy. still in the majority!™e
Harper's Weekly
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HIGHWAYS IN FRANCE.

1 syst 'm of France was started
No new roads of importance have
but the work of thé
the Department of Public Works of
fined to keeping the roads in a state
ncy. France to its remote and inac-
cess ble sections is so traversed with exceilent
roadwavs that there s now no necessity of ad
many more lines of communication. The highways
are the chief competitors of the iroads. The far
reaching and splendidly maintained road system
has distinctly favored the small landed proprietors
and in their prosperity and their ensuing by~
tion of wealth lles the key to the secret of the won-
derful financial vitality and solid prosperity of the
French nation. The road system of France has
been of far greater value to the cow as the
means of raising the value of lands and
the small peasant proprietors in sasy

than have the rallumy®ws

he present ro
by Napoleon 1
been opened In some years
engin<ers in




