““ STAGE AFFAIRS.

P el
—

" ACADEMY OF MUSIC.

-

13
L

“To-morrow night Professor Moody's play of “The
Great Divide” will be presented at the Academy of
Mausic, by Mr. Henry Miller. That piece is, ethical-
ls.mﬂ(mmulpmpose;ndwmnbemg
emphatically obtraded), and some of the ingredients
of it are obnoxious egually to good taste and ref-
=on; but, theatrically, it is eflective. Its career,
sinoe jte frst production, in Chicago, has been
sbundantly successful, and no doubt is entertained
that it will be prosperous at the Academy. Men-

is madle that the scenery, which is good, will
be the same =t the Academy that was used at
the Princess. Fresh interest will be imparted to
the feproduction of “The Great Divide” by the
appearance in it of the ciever English actress, Miss
Edith Wynne Matthison, who has succeeded Miss
Margaret Anglin, in the character of Ruth
Jordan.

ASTOR THEATRE.

Miss Viola Allen will close her engagement at
the Astor Theatre next Saturday night, and New
York will see ne more of the obnoxious play of
“Jrene Wycherley.” The departure of Miss Allen
will be regretted, since the town loses the always
delightful presence of a charming woman and an
sccomplished actress: the departure of “Irene
Wycherley,” on the other hand, will be viewed
with profound satisfaction. On February 24 a new
play, called ““Paid in Full,” will be produced at the
Astor Theatre. It has been acted in other cities
and it has received commendation. Miss Allen will
proceed on a provincial tour.

BELASCO THEATRE.

No change is intended, at this time, at the Be-
jasco Theatre, where “The Warrens, of Virginia.”
is prosperous. The play is interesting. and the
acting,—especially thau of Mr. Frank Keenan,—is
especially good.

B1JOU THEATRE.

at the Bijou Theatre, Mr.
1 appeer as Shylock, in “The
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of a beginner (and, practical
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deemed judicious; for,
most effective parts
érama, and perhaps the best
ten, 4t -6 exceedingly difficult of adequate imper-
somation. It was the part chosen 0¥ Edmund Kean
tof'_ his first appearance at Drury Lane (1814), now
on.recerd as one of the greatest events in theatri-
cal Bietory: but Kean possessed the advantage utl
much experience (as well as stupendous g(—niusi.!
and ©f ‘“‘powers matured by practice, fertilized by
study, and enriched by observation.” Mr. Lud-
lowe's gualifications are unknown. If he can act
Shylock, his advent will indeed be welcome. Mr.
Luclowve's theestrical company includes Miss Keith
Wekeman, who will appear as Portia, Mr.
Forrest, Mr. Charles Harbury, and
Boothe,

be
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BROADWAY THEATRE.

At 4be Broadway Theatre the new Straus comic
opers. ““A Waltz Dream,” begins, to-morrow night,
thé fourth week of its successful career at that
po‘bu‘lar playhouse. The music is charming. but
the text of the English version is not nearly as
meri#orious as the music. Mr. Edward Joh
lbexirincipai singer in that piece, is much admir
end the audiences derive pleasure from the per-
formances given by Mr. Charles A. Bigelow, Miss
Sophie Bran and their associates. Announce-
ment is made that, in order 1o avcid disappoint-
mente, from illness or other causes, the manager,
My, Prank McKee, has engaged two performers ior
eacK of the principal parts in “A Waltz Dream.”

at CASINO THEATRE.
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week, at the Casino Theatre, of
continually amusing con-
gloemeration of sports, “The Top ¢’ th® World.” On
Febrygary 24 that piece will be started on a tour of
other cities. Success should attend fit—for it 1is
clean and cheerful, and it imparts innocent pleas-
ure. A play called “Nearly a Hero” will succeed

it- at the C=zsino, on February in which the
leading parts will be assumed by Sam Bernard
and Ethel Levey. | 2

CRITERION THEATRE.

The disingenuous practice continues to flourish '
of trying to mislead the public, relative to the
continuity of current plays and of trying to make
the press accessory to that deception. The most

recent instan is contained in an official procia-
mtion, relat to **Miss Hook, of Ho ”

stating that *° week, complete it
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EMPIRE THEATRE.

play. iy Mr ¢
Boys.” Meanwhile the stage be oc-
cupied by “*The Jesters, Iiss Maude Adams
can be seen there, in h 1g performan
rous, masquerading young lover.
Adams will begin a tour of the
aat will tenmir June at
Harvard Univ ty, where she will give two pe
farmances, appearing, is announced, in
Taming of the Shrew. No indication of fitness

for the part of Katherine has been afforded in the
atting-of Miss Adams, whose Inclination woul
appearto be pacifc rather than belligerent. Still,
those gentle bodies sometimes harbor a capability
for fery deliverance, and Katherine, at least,
ehould sfford Miss Adams an opportunity to evince
wvariety of = . She will is said, be as d |
in the representation of “The Shrew” by members |
of the undergraduate body of the university.
engagement at the Empire has been, as always, a
bappiness to her legion of friends. |

GARDEN THEATRE.

Ewyecy scholar knows that the spirit of Greek
poetry never has been, and, apparently, never can
be, transmuted into English; yet as often as a
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tranglated Greek tragedy is presented in New York
the persons engaged in the presentment of it per-
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extravagant
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the I things, an litigated bore to most
pe fig. The best represe tions of tragic ch
actey @erived from the Greek that the local publi
las.seen were those of Ristori as Medea and
Mounet-Sully s (Edipus—and thgse were in Ital-
jan and French; nor were those performances fully
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appreciable by a large number of pers The
production of “Electra” that was made st Tues-

day-night at the Garden Theatre,—and which con-
tinues visible there,—serves to thow once more how
dull 'en English version of a Greek play can be
(u‘peclally when it reaches the English stage by
way of the German, and when it bristies with i
abpminat ous “one’”- gees, ‘‘one’’ does, ‘‘one’
goes; eic.), and, particularly, it serves 10 show
how unsuitabie Mrs. Patrick Campbeil, Mrs. Beer-
bohm-Tree and their associate performers are to
the illustration of those Greek themes of fate,
madness, toerture, suicide, parricide, murder, im-
pending doom. and all the rest of the pageanuy of
horrof, in which the Greek 1ragic poers were wont
to revel {
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MISS KEITH WAKEMAN.

Acting in “The Merchant of Venice,” at the
Bijou Theatre.
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and talents, such as they are (and they are not ex-
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a exponent of something that
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HARLEM OPERA HOUSE,
To-merrow, at the Harlem Opera House, a re- |
vival will be effected of Mr. Clyde Fitéh's well !
known pil lled “Barbara Frietchie,” Miss Bea-
trice Mor ippear as Barbara ¥rietchie, and
H the Union seoldier, Captain
that s admirably acted, at the
ER: when the play was first
York, by Mr. J. H. Gilmour, This |
an entertainment will be provided at the |
Opera House, cons ng of a display of |
pictures, “‘trave " oand  dlustrated 1’
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HERALD SQUARE THEATRE. |

A brisk business is nightly done at the HHerald
Square Theatre by “The Girl Behind the Counges,”

| continuance

| seems assured.
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OTIS SKINNER.
Acting at the Hudson Theatre, in “The Honor cf the Family.”

BlJOU THEATRE.—Henry Ludlowe, in
DALY'S THEATRE.—Olga Nethersole,
HUDSON THEATRE.—Otis Skinner, in
LINCOLN SQUARE THEATRE.—Edna

NCVELTIES OF THE WEEK.

MONDAY NIGHT.

TUESDAY NIGHT.
SAVOY THEATRE.—Irish Players, in “A Pot of Broth.”
THURSDAY NIGHT.

DALY’'S THEATRE.—"I Pagliacci” and “The Enigma.”
GERMAN THEATRE.—“Aschenmittwoch.”

“The Merchant of Venice.”

in “Adrienne Lecouvreur.”

“The Honor of the Family.”

May Spooner, in “Janice Meredith

Mirth and melody are the commodities in which
che traffics, and her customers find themselves al-
antly treated. Mr. “Lew" Fields and
Ediss are sponsors for that enterpris-
Girl, and her commerciai standing is secure.

HUDSON THEATRE.

To-morrow night that excellent actor, Mr. Otis
Skinner, will appear at the Hudson Theatre in a
play called “The Honor of the Family,” which is
described as an adaptation from a French original,
led “La Rabouiileuse,” founded on Balzac's
novel, “Menage de Garcon.” The French play has
been acted in Paris, with success. Mr. Skinner has
been presenting the English version in other cities.
If romantic in character, as it is declared to be, it
should prove a capital vehicle for the display of
Mr. Skinner's powers,—that actor having always
been fine in romantic drama. Mr. Skinner seems to
be unusually fortunate in his theatrical company,
includes Miss Percy Haswell; Mr. Francis
: Mr. A. G. Andrews,— long associated with
chard Mansfield;—Mr. Joseph Wheelock,
an actor of tried ability and great ex-
Mr. Russell Crauford, and Miss Rosalie

cal
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Carlyl
the late Ri
the eld
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Dupree.

KNICKERBOCKER THEATRE.

There is no probability of change in the bill at®
the Knickerbocker Theatre during the remainder
of the season. nor does there seem to be any wish,
on the part of Mr. George M. Cohan’'s admirers,
change in the ingredients of music and fri-
hat constitute “The Talk of the Town™ or
or and buoyancy of Mr. Victor Moore’'s
in it. The 230th performance of Mr.
play will occur on February 19.

LIBERTY THEATRE.

Much has been said of late about ‘‘panics™ and
“tight money” and their injurious effect on theat-
rical ventures in this city. The reason for the
many theatrical failures that have occurred, how-
is to sought in quite another direction,

that, with little exception, the plays that
1 success have obtained if. “The Witching
,”' “The Thie “The Man of the Hour,”

Merry Widow,” “A Grand Army Man,” “The
Warrens of Virginia,” and “Polly of the Cir-
have all along been well attended and all
m are still remunerative. The fortunate

e

ce

be

cus,”

combination of theatrical fable with effective
circus performance, combined with the gentle,
ing personality and the sincere endeavor of
Mabel Taliaferro, have steadily kept the
¢ interested in “Polly,”” and the prosperous

that play throughout the season

of

LINCOLN SQUARE THEATRE.

e play made by Mr. Edward E. Rose, on the
of the late Pau! Leicester Ford's novel of
Meredith,” will be revived at the Lincoln
Lieatre to-morrow, and Miss Edna May
ssume the chief part in it, originally
Miss Mary Mannering. That play was
vears ago at Wallack's Theatre.
is officially announced that Miss Spooner, to-
yw night, will “‘celebrate her 450th consecu-
ve performance on Broadway, and, in honor of
the , souvenirs will be presented to the ladies
attending the performance.” The meaning of the
ement, presumably, is that on February 17
Spooner will make her 450th consecutive pro-
ional appearance in a theatre situated in Broad-
Is there not an error in the computation?

LYCEUM THEATRE.

The 209th consecutive performance of “The Thief”
will occur at the Lyceum Theatre on Friday night.
February 28. That play has been presented to a

Sis

some

event

way

large audience at every performance since it was
produced at the Lyceum, September 9, 1907, and
there is reason to expect that it will continue to
attract and to please lovers of true drama and of
good acting, for a long time.

: LYRIC THEATRE.

Prosperity attends the engagement of Mr. Soth-
ern, at the Lyric Theatre, where he is acting, with
marked ability and diffusing the delightful effect of
whimsical humor, as Lord Dundreary, in “Our
American Cousin.” On March 2 he will revive It
I Were King,” and on March 9 will Pproduce, for
the first time here, Mr. Irving's play, of Russian
life, “The Fool Hath Said—There Is No God.” Be-
ginning on February 22, Mr. Sothern will present
“Hamlet"” on every Saturday night during the re-
mainder of his season in New York.

MADISON SQUARE THEATRE.

Not very long ago the manager of the Madison
Square Theatre, Mr. Walter N. Lawrence, made
known, in substance, that he would not allow any
subject to be treated on his stage that he could
not invite his frlends to discuss in his home. That
is a right policy in the management of a theatre
It would appear, however, remembering the two
plays recently acted at the Madison Square The-
atre, and particularly the third one, now current
there, that Mr. Lawrence has changed his mind,
for Mr. David G. Phillips's “The Worth of a
Woman" is an affront to decency and an insult to
intelligence. A flicker of verbal cleverness gleams
inyjt, now and then, but even that does not seem
original. The author, for example, causes Mr.
Merivale to say that ““Marriage is a very solemn
thing; much more solemn than a funeral. A fu-
neral is only an end. A marriage Is a beginning.”
Readers of “The Bonnie Brier Bush' will recall

that rémurk-, much more cleverly made, by Ian
MacLaren's grave-digger of Drumtochty. One
speech, made by Mr. Phillips’s heroine, Diana

Mer
or

rale (who talks as no woman of twenty-two,
any other age, ever talked, she being in fact
only a mouthpiece for the author's absurdly crude
notions about marriage), asseverates: “Two months
ago that man and I became husband and wife in
the sight of God"; it does not, however, appear to
have occurred to Mr. Phillips that Miss Merivale,
holding that opinion, has ended his *‘discussion” of
“rational marriage’ before it could be begun. Mr.
Lawrence would be wise to put Mr. Phillips's play
to bed as soon as possible, and return to the ad-
mirable policy good, clean plays, handsomely
set and well acted,—a policy in which he deserved,
received, and, probably. would again i1eceive, cor-
dial public support.

MAJESTIC THEATRE.

Messrs. Willlams and Walker, at the Majestic
Theatre, are presenting an agreeable medley of
fun, fooling, and music, under the name of “ban-
danna Land.” Negro peculiarities and customs are
illustrated in it, and, as the photography is faith-
ful and the acting explicit and droll, the present-
ment, instructs by its picture of actual life among
the blacks of the South and pleases by its frolic
and mirth.

NEW AMSTERDAM THEATRE.

“Bevare o' vidders, Samivel!” says old Weller, to
his son. The dangerous “Widow' at the New Am-
sterdam has been enthroned there for weeks, and
multitudinous suitors for the joy of Fer smile are
still “dancing attendance” on her capricious pres-
ence. Her melaglles are everywhere sung,
hummed, whistlied, tooted, and scraped, until they
have become almost epidemic. She is dangerous
because she is fascinating. Once surrendered to
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EDITH WYNNE MATTHISON.

at the Academy of Music, in “The Great
Divide.”
—

[her lure, you cannot keep away from her. Accord-

ingly, as aforesaid, “Bevare o’ vidders!

NEW CIRCLE THEATRE.
Messrs. Kolb and Dill are sporting at the New
.Circle Theatre, as the comic tramps In their
“Lonesome Town,' and nightly winning the ac-
claim of laughter—which they seek. They have no
reason to feel “lonesome,” for their audiences are
numerous, and their droll proceedings are observed

with cordial liking. As actors they are not im-
portant: as purveyors_, of amusement they are
meritorious and successful.
NEW YORK THEATRE.
There is no new word to be said of “The Soul
Kiss,” which continues here, in ample prosperity.

The success is due to the captivating dancing of
Mille. Genee.
for her extraordinary facility and
dancer, but because of her charming personality.

SAVCY THEATRE.
At the Savoy Theatre the farce of ““Twenty Dayrs

a moderate popularity. The performances of Mr.
Dallas Welford and his

On Tuesday evening a one-act play by Mr.

ment.
W. B. Yeats, called “A Pot of Broth will be
vouchsafed. Mr. Yeats is the proud possessor of

that gigantic intellect which, some time ago, fa-
vored the public with the information that Henry
Irving was an enemy to the stage. His “Pot of
Broth” will be performed as a preliminary to the
farce, by members of “The Irish National Theatre
Society.”

STUYVESANT THEATRE.

This will be the last week of the career of “A
Grand Army Man” at the Stuyvesant Theatre. On
February 24 Mr. Warfleld will revive an earljer
success, and act Herr von Barwig, in “The Musie
Master.” Later a revival will, perhaps, be effected
of “The Aucticneer”;—not, seemingly, a judicious
mecvement. That piece served the purpose of Mr.
Warfield’'s transmutation from music hall per-
formances to the regular stage, but ifs not
worthy of him now. “A Grand Army Man" will
be presented every Saturday night, at
vesant Theatre, during the remainder
Warfleld's engagement there

WALLACK'S THEATRE.

The stream of musical farce at Wallack's The-
» seems to resemble, in one respect, the Pontic
. for it “knows no retiring ebb, but keeps due
* and it bids fair to carry that theatre to the
haven of a bounteous success at the end of
of much failure. “A Knight for a
th, and it keeps

it
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Day” is a thing compact of m
its audience continuously amused.

WEBER'S THEATRE.

Mr. Weber's burlesque of “The Merry Widow™
is in high favor with the public, and the long
continuance of it at his theatre is confidently ex-
pected. Announcement has been made that, on
March 1, a ball and entertainme will occur, at
Terrace Garden, in which diver the Weber
company will participate.

_—————
THE HIPPODROME.
Three new features will be added this week to

Arthur” and the beautiful spectacle of “The Four
Seasons.” The Benines will present their trained
horses and dog the Teddy Trio obats
will perform on wire, and another group of acro-
ar-in a novel exhibition. There are

of ac

bats will ag
two performances here every day
RS e s

MENDELSSOHN HALL.

will begin at Mendelssohn

Miss Juli:

Hall on next Thursday night a series of inter-
pretations of ti lays of WHliam Shakespeare.
“As You Like I be the first of them.

P S e L
A WORD FOR TRUTH.
The fact that the Press is under a solemn moral

obligation toward the public is, app
that some theatrical agents have not compreh
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The farewell appearance of Miss Marie Lloyd is
a special feature of the bill arranged
Miss Lioyd, it is un-

announced as
for the Alhambra this we ek
derstood, sails for England next wegk. She will
sing some of the old favorites in her repertory,
which include %The Hag.™ Albert Whelan, an
Australian mimic, is a novelty announced. Josephins
Cohan and her company Wwill present a sketch
called “The Girl of the Times ** Fred Niblo, Felix
and Caire, Willard Simms and eccmpany and Charleg
Leonard Fletcher also wil! appear.
COLONIAL THEATRE.

Rosie Lloyd, another of the Lioyd family, will
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morrow afternoon on the
She is said to be a pleas
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Mr. Pastor has arranged a varfed and
bill for his playh
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UNION SQUARE THEATRE.
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The chief performers here ! ba
Clifton Crawfc e Melnotte Max
Tourbillon Troupe, Nick Long ar
ton, Mr. and Mrs. Howard Truesdale,
raine and the 5 With the
Sunday vaudev be

definitely. Thereafter the Unic
will be the home of moving picture ex

VICTORIA THEATRE.

Fred Karno's comedy comp
“A Night in the
chief feature of the
theatre for the week
noon. Billy Reeves
Blanche, Clay
Lena, Joe Hart
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THE DECADENT DRAMA
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It is not an exaggeration to say that every news- |

paper editor in this country rec
almost every day, because, wher
a paid advertisement of a theatric

has printed

performance,

editorially extolled

i

| that performance is not The

g agent for Mr. Sothern, for example, has sent to |
the local papers, this week, a request that they |

sume the responsibility for it,—that Mr. Sothern’s

been announced, is due “‘to the unprecedented suc-
cess of Lord Dundreary."” Unprecedented! Mr.
Sothern knows the history of Lord Dundreary and
of the success achieved by his father, Edward A.
Sothern, in that part. What must he think of the
effrontery of such a claim? The same silly person
declares that “Lord Dundreary’'s conquest of New
York is of so notable a character as to have proven
Mr. E. H. Sothern's experimental insight to be as
remarkable as his portrayal " What is “ex-
perimental insight”?

The follewing is a sample of the trash that news-
papers are asked to present to their readers:

Viola Allen

begins her last week at the Astor

at once upon the road tour that has been book

for her. Curiously enough, “Irene’ Wycherley,"
the last few weeks, has taken on the intere
proaching a fad, and the instances where those

who have already seen the play nave returned for
a second and even third visit are Innumerable.

thirty-nine times Managerial astuteness,
say “experimental Insight,”” surely ought to have
discerned the obvious expediency of prolonging the
career of that odoriferous play, in charity to those
“ipnumerable” persons who wish to,see it over and
over again,— as if increase of appetite had growp
by what it fed on.”” Bosh! The fact that a theat
rical press agent is employved to advertise a per-
formance is no reason why he should make false
stateaments er why a newspaper should be asked,
or expected, to publish them.

not to !

should publish the statement.—and, of course, as- |

postponement of Laurence Irving's play, which had |
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“Innumerable”! “The interest approaching a |
fad’’! “The last few weeks”! Curious, mnleedf'
“Irene Wycherley” was produced at the Astor
Theatre on January 20. When it is withdrawn,

next Saturday night, it will have Been performed |
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