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Search of the cavity. Peritonitis promptly fol-
lowed, not altogether unusual at that time, and
he post-mortem, four days later, revealed the
Sponge thoroughly concealed in the upper part
of the cavity.”

The uncertainty in this respect that surrounds
®©perations in which the body is opened is indi-

€eon when asked for his experience.

“If 1 have ever left any foreign body in the
abdomen,” he wrote, “I do not know it, as the
Cases upon which autopsies were held did not
show 1t"

Not often, to be sure, but occaelonally, the
mistake Is made of operating on the wrong
member. A case is reported from Canada which
dllustrates this. It was that of a diseased optic
nerve. It was feared that the disease would be
communicated to the healthy nerve of the other
€ye, and it was decided that to obviate this the
diseased nerve and eye should be removed. The
nature of the malady was such that one could
not tell by appearance the diseased from the
healthy eve. The patient, being under the influ-
ence of the anzsthetic, could not give any in-
formation on that point. The heaithy eye was
taken out.

“Of course you would feel like shooting the
surgeon,” said the physician who told the inci-
dent to a representative of The Tribune, “but
there was nothing to guide the surgeon.”

Since then, in such a case, it has become the
custom to indicate the éye to be operated upon
by an identification mark before the operation
is undertaken.

Although the gecidental failure to remove the
piece of tubing and the pin from the breast of
the voung Finlander while in the hospital here
was not necessarily against the character of the
service provided for the sick and the wounded
in the hospitals of New York, there are feat-
ures, accerding to some physicians, especially
in institutions in charge of the city, where
there is need of improvement. Dr. Theodore C.
Janeway, who is a member of a committee of the
Charity Organization Society which is interested
in the improvement of the hospital system, re-
cently appeared before the commission appointed
by Mayor McClellan to suggest a plan by which
the hospital service of the city could be im-
proved. He contended that in some of the city
hospitals the number of physicians on the visit-
ing staff was too large for the number of pa-
tients; that, owing to the need for rapid rota-
tion in service, so that all of these might have

an opportunity to take part in the work of
the hospital, it was necessary to limit the dif-

ferent physicians and surgeons to active periods
of three or four months each year, and that this
resulted in laxity of supervision, especially over
the economic side of hospital administration.
As a resuit, the real medical and surgical
pervision was in the hands of the house
made up of medical students who had recentiy
received their degrees from the medical col-
leges. This system, he sald, left unl’imited op-
portunities for dishonesty and waste on the part

of subordinate employes, and the physicians
and surgeons, ewing to the bre vity of their

eriods of service, “do not and cannot be ex-
pected to maintain any sustained interest in the |

insti

ion, nor to give its problems more than :
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NEED CF HOSPITAL REFORM.
The New York public hospitals are always in
danger of becoming the footballs of
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The doctrine that political assassination is in

any way excusable, or that it is entitled to
induigence in popular opinion than ordinary |
murder, is one of the most dangerpus that it is
possible tc spread through the agency of

tunity of Insisting that the killing of a man in

authority is every bit as much of a felony and |
es an unpardonable and inexcusable offence as |
the murder of an ordinary citizen

PISTOL FAVORITE WEAPON.

In reviewing the number of so-called political |

gssassinations or ettempted murders of rulers :
and royal personages in modern times, one |
cannot help being struck by the preference |
which seems to be d!splayed for the pisto] over |
the knife or the bomb. King Humbert, Shah
Nasr-ed-Din of Persia, King Alexander and
Queen Draga of Servia, Prince Milosh of Servia, |
and no less than three Presidents of the United
States, namely, Lincoln, Garfield and McKinley.
all succumbed to pistol bullets. Alfonso XII,
Amadeus Duke of Aosta, while King of Spain;
King George of Greece, King Frederick Willlam
1V of Prussia, King Louis Philippe of France, |
Emperor Alexander Il of Russia, Napoleon III l

|

|

|

of France, King Leopold of Belgium, the late
Queen Victoria, the present King of Wurtem-
berg and Edward VII have been shot at, some
of them on several occasions.

Only one, howaver, sustained wounds, he Deing
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THE -FAMOUS CANNON FOR WHICH WESLEYAN UNIVERSITY FRESHMEN AND
SOPHOMORES CONTEND FIERCELY ON WASHINGTON'S BIRTHDAY.

FIiGRT FOR THE CANNON BETWEEN WESLEYAN SOPHOMORES
Snapshot from the branches of a tree.
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In the same manner the

are intended to keep out “uninteresting cases.”
A house physiclan sometimes, it is declared, will
make a wrong diagnos!s of a “walking™ case to
bring it within the Hst ot excluded cases. Many
“uninteresting cases” are transferred to Bellevue.

Dr. Maurice Fishberg, physician of the United
Hebrew Charities, tells of an instance in his
practice which, he says, illustrates how hospital
rules are framed to keep out the “uninteresting
cases.” An East Side woman whose husband
was earning $10 a week was suffering from
pleurisy, and as she needed better care than she
couid obtain in her humble home Dr. Fishberg
decided to send her to a certain well known hos-
pital. He called the hospital on the telephone
and made arrangements fer the admission of the
woman. A cab was hired and she was sent to
the hospital. Dr. Fishherg was surprised to
learn later that on her arrival she had been
turned away becanse she also had a sore throat.

“A rule,” he said, “had been made only two
weeks previcusly excluding cases of sore throat.
It was” made to keep out uninteresting cases.
They had not wished the case of pleurisy, and
when they discovered the sore throat they turaed
the poor woman down.

“What is needed in this tewn,” he added. “Is
a hospital where a person h an income of
from $1,500 to $5,000 a year can obtain 7 private
room at a price within his means. The poor and
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THE OTHER SIDE OF NATURE FAKING.
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e recovery impossible. As it was suf-
rs who had assembled on the spot

that it shouid be put out of misery, an

The policeman declined on the ground that he
armed, and added that he had no author-
ity to kiil the horse, even if a pistol were to be
urnished. The Pgince of Wales, who was look-
ing on, thereupon took a amall revolver from

in

his pocket and shot the horse, revealing the fact
that he was the only man present who carried

a pistol.

The Kaiser is never without his revolver., He

‘l'Hl cmm “SCRAP”
AT WESLEYAN.

NOVEL COMBAT ON WASH-
INGTON’S BIRTHDAY.

Ruses Employed by Freshmen to
Earn Right to Carry Canes.

Washington's Birthday is the turning point of
the year at Wesleyan University. On that day
the sub-freshmen zre entertained get an idea of
what the college 13 like and have cne of the finest
‘seraps” to be found among the colleges of Amer-
fca. This is the “cannon scrap.” Although the
siudents present plays and aithough a blg dinner
and several basketball games are attractions, al§
are subordinated to the “scrap.”™

When the freshman class is formed, early in the
fall, preparations are immediately begun to take
the cannon out of town to a place easy of ap-
proach for those who know It but hard to find for
thcze wio do not. A committee is selected which,
usually in the night time, boxes the cannon and
sends it away by express. It will travel first
toward New York, then be sent toward Hartford
and again be shipped td some other peint. Some
member of the committee will meet the cannon at
“very stop and send it on a new fourney until just
before February 21, when it will land in one of the
small towns witl a radius eof twenty miles of
iddietown, there to be guarded with the greatest
secrecy until the night of the “scrap.”

The active preparations begin on the Monday
before Washington's Birthday. Then one may see
the freshmen and the sophomores travelling
zround town w innocent looking parceis and
wagons bringing ds of pianks and boxes to the
college for barrfcades. The day before the “serap™
!l the depols are ready with biockade materiad
for the sophomores, and the freshmen have thehy
“fakes” ‘rhm easy distance of the campus. A
the day draws to a close excitement grows, and
as midnight sounds a deep silence seems '@
fall over the en town. One minute after 12 &
revolver shot is heard and immediately it seeme
2s if bedlam i= let loose. With a rush come the
{reshmen, with their first “fake.” and endeavor to
get it on the prescribed space of the campus, and
thus try to gauge the strength of the opposing
sophomores.

Before one can count a hundred groups of wildly
ng men appear cn all sides, with here and
theére a scout of one party ftrying to eliminate =
scout ef the other party. Seemingly dropped from
the sky, barricades gppear ou all sides, blocking
tiie approaches to that spot on the campus which
the sophomores defend and the freshmen fght for.
If the freshmen can get their cannon on that eme
part of the campus the fight will pe won. 1If the
sophomores can successfully defend that piace the
victory will go to them.

CANNON LABELLED AS BOOKS.

Ma irious subterfuges are resorted to. In the
fight hn ween the classes of ' and 05 the freshmen
took possession of a small brick outhouse While
the fizht was going on ten of the best sprinterg
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tremely skiiful in the use of this weapon,
1is Jaeger. or body servant, who accom-
h ‘where, inspects {t every morn-
to make sure that it is in perfect working
“irmiy convinced that he is going to die
3 hand of an anarchist, this having been
prophesied to him long ago, he is determined to
put up a fight for his life, and to have at any
rate tne satisfaction, if he falls. of inflicting
some injury on his assailant. Nor can any one
m or the rulers of Europe for thus
g “heeled” They are aware of the constant
i of attempts made on their lives, not merely
by anarchists and revolutionists but also by
cranks of the character of the assassin of Presi-
dent McKRinley, and the experiences of the last
forty vears have furnished numerous proofs that
not even the most carefully and elaborateiy or-
zanized system of protection on the part of mil-
itary guards and police can keep the executive
of a country from the reach of & would-be mur-
derer. 1f rulers usually go armed it is not only
for thelr own sake, but likewise for that of the
people over whose destinies they preside, since

I the murder of the head of the nation invariably

leads to a crisis and to a disturbance of the
normal course of events Indeed, !t {8 ncumbent
on them o take every possible measure that
they can devise to protect themselves from the
danger of assassination. EX-ATTACHN |



