
THE FAMOUS CANNON FOR WHICH WESLEYAN UNIVERSITY FRESHMEN AND
SOPHOMORES CONTEND FIERCELY ON WASHINGTON'S BIRTHDAY.

« A Oil IIIS ASSIST-
ANT FORGOT THEM. /

j:;n safety

PINS INSIDE HIM.

FiGhT FOR THE CANNON BETWEEN WESLEY a*N SOPHOMORES AND FRESHME.N.
Snapshot from the branches of a tree.

"What is needed in this town," he acU*-J, "hi
\u25a0 hospital where a pc-rs«on with an income of

from $1,500 to $5,000 a year can obtain ;private

room at a price withinhis Banana The poor and

the rich of New Tori ma get hospital trent-

mcn. while these of moderate incoTnos cannot

unless they accept treatment in the wards. One
well known millionaire gave aVJMtI to ias hos-
pital for the purpose of aapibHahlng \u25a0 series cf
rooms for persons of thai class. Bwl no one can
obtain them, for they are occupied by those
who caa afford to pay for higher priced rooms.
The latter in that hospital always seem to be

available. Ihad a case of an old man who re-

quired an operation. He had three sons earning

from IIS to 530 a week. Combined they were
able to pay about $-'• a wee* for his care at the
hospital. They were unable to obtain one of the

rooms at this rate, and were obliged to tak« a
room at $45. beat lea paying a nurse $25 a week.
They were obliged to pay \u25a0!"i price for two

weeks until one of the lower priced room.',

whirl) had b«en occupied by a well-to-do per-

son. was vacated. The entaro expense of the
operation and care at the hospital cost them
$600. It was necessary for them to borrow «300

in order to pay the surgeon's fee."

THE OTKCR SIDE OF NATURE FAKING.
What about the effects of nature faking upon the

nature faked? Only the spread of misinformation
among humans has been touched upon. The real
p^ril lies elsewhere. Inspired by the tales almost
daily related of their ferocity. oi>t;ras« and lethal
powers, the creatures of meadow, wood and stream

are coming to think themselves mightier than- man.
How else explain the attack, last month, pene-

trated by a flock of crows upon Paul Xiles, of
Preepcrt 111.? According to a widely circulated
dispatch, the raucous birds descended en mass*

upon the luckless Hi Nnes, whs 'was knocked
dowa and ptefcoa about the n»e« and eyes and beat-
en almost insensible." Shall we pick up our paper
mm day to read that the Hon. Grorer Cleveland,
incautiously stepping into a stream which be was
whipping, had his left leg bitten off by an angrj

trout, or that mighty bmtei Theodore Roosevelt,
TVhile stalking the shy and timorous grizzly <):*-

turb'-i a sleeping rabbit, which dashed Mm to the
ground with a loud tot <tnd fanr.ei him to death
with Its ears? Our stricken fancy beholds the
meadows resonant with the shrinks cf helpless agri-

culturists. fl'"'-ii!i;in tern from hordes of mad-
dened butterflies, the coppices ex \u25a0 led with natu-

ralists seeking refuge from infuriated toads, while
the fugitive who, pun ed by a rahkl angleworm, is

fortunate rnoi-gh to escape from the perilous pei

Into his house finds ;ut a momentary respite before
being penned up in a comer and trampled to a
pulp by his own domestic water bugs:

—
Collier's

Weekly.

ministration of many of the private hospitals
receiving money from the city. According to one
physician same of the rulings regarding Ithe

character of cases which wiil not be received
are intended to keep out "uninteresting cases."
Ahouse physician sometimes, it is declared, will

make a wrong diagnosis of a "wanting** case to
bring it within the list of excluded cases. Many
"uninteresting cases" are transferred to Bellevue.

Dr.Maurice Fishbcrg, physician of the United
Hebrew Charities, tells of an instance in his

practice which, he says, illustrates how hospital

rules are framed to keep out the "uninteresting

cases." An East Side woman whose husband
was earning $10 a week was suffering from
pleurisy, and as she needed better_care than she

could obtain In her humble home Dr. Fi?hb*rg

decldad to send her to a certain well known hos-
pital. He called the hospital on the telephone

and made arrangements fcr the admission of the

woman. A cab v.as hired and she was sent to

the hospital. Dr. Fishherg was surprised to

learn later that on her arrival she had been

turned away because she also had a sore throat.

A rule," he said, "had been irta<> on'y two

weeks previously excluding cases of sore throat.
It was' made to keep out unlnterestfnj* cases.
They had not washed the case of pleurisy, and

when they discovered ti.» son throat they turn

the poor woman down.

"Interesting cases" are said t > aft><-t the ad-

As a physician's outside practice grows he ;-

also less likely t > give attention ta Individual
cases in the hospital, especially to those which
are of little interest fr >m the m^qii-u! or sur-
gical point of view, for h^ time :- *n great de-
mand in more profitable quarters.

"About al! some attending physicians do,"

said Dr. Janeway. *ia gloriously to j>iiy fifty or
sixty patsanta when they make their visits ami
spcn<i most of their time over the Interesting!
case \u25a0."

Tammany politician am coal of $5.99*. This
physician \> as obliged to mortgage ahi boose to
get the lr.oney. but it was worth hi< while to
do it. AaoMir? to the figures of Dr. Janeway,

ihere are at Bellevue a visiting physician for

each 25.1'patients. according to th° daily aver-

age; an assistant vWting physician to each 1- 1
patients and a member of tli• house ptr.fY for

*\u25a0£•!> 17.25 patients, while ai the Harlem Hos-
pital the proportions are respectiverj one to
6.1, one u> 3.S nnd on. II8

NEED CF HOSPITAL REFORM.
The New York public hospitals are always in

danger of becoming the footballs of politic?.

search of the cavity. Peritonitis promptly fol-
lowed, riot altogether /unusual at that time, and
*c post-mortem, four days later, revealed the

\ sponge thoroughly concealed .in the upper part
of the cavity."

The uncertainty In this respect that surrounds
Operations In which the body is opened Is indl-

1fated In the brief and ominous reply of one sur-
lgeon when asked for his experience.

"IfIhave ever left any foreign body In the

J abdomen." he wrote. "Ido not know it. as the
cases upon which autopsies were held did not
| show it."

Not often, to be sure, but occasionally, the
mistake is made of operating on the wrong
member. A case Is reported from Canada which
illustrates this. It was that of a diseased optic
nerve. It was feared that the disease would be
communicated to the healthy nerve of the other
eye, and it was decided that to obviate this the
diseased nerve and eye should be removed. The
nature of the malady was such that one could
not tell by appearance the diseased from the
healthy eye. Th« patient, being: under the influ-
ence of the anaesthetic, could not give any In-
formation on that point. The healthy eye 'was
taken out.

"Of course you would feel like shooting the
surgeon," said the physician v.-ho told the inci-
dent to a representative of The Tribune, "but
there was nothing to guide the surgeon."

Since then, in such a case, it has become the
custom to indicate the eye to be operated upon
by an identification mark before the operation
is undertaken.

Although the accidental failure to remove the
piece at tubing and the pin from the breast of
the young Finlander while in the hospital here
was not necessarily against the character of the
service provided for the sick and the wounded
in the hospitals of New York, there are feat-
ures, according to pome physicians, especially
in Institutions in charge of the city, where
there is need of improvement. Dr. Theodore C.
Janf-way. who is a member of a committee of the
Charity Organization Society which is interested
in the improvement of the hospital system, re-
cently appeared before the commission appointed
by Mayor McClellan to suggest a plan by which
the hospital service of the city could be im-
proved. He contended that In some of the city
hospitals the number of physicians on the visit-
ing staff was too large for the number of pa-
tients; that, owing to the need for rapid rota-
tion in service, so that all of these might have
an opportunity to take part in the work of
the hospital, it was necessary to limit th- dif-
ferent physicians and surgeons to active periods
of three or four months each year, and that this
resulted in laxity of supervision, especially over
the economic side of hospital administration.

As a result, the real medical and surgical su-
pervision was In the hands of the house staff,
made up of medical students who had recently
received their degrees from the medical col-
leges. This system, he said, left unlimited op-
portunities for dishonesty and waste on the part
of subordinate employes, and the physicians
and surgeons, owing to the brevity of their
periods of service, "do not and cannot be ex-
pected to maintain any sustained interest in the
institution, nor to give its problems more than
a small portion of their time and thought." Ha
added that "medical boards, as might be ex-
pected, seldom, if ever, discipline their own
members and almost invariably shield those who
are inefficient or neglectful of their duties to

the hospital." Moreover, because of this lack
of continuity of sen-ice and close oversight little
could be done in the way of medical research
which should contribute to the advancement of
medicine.

Membership on the staff of visiting physicians
of a hospital is an asset in a physician's prac-

tice which is not to be despised. Physicians are
glad to hav4 such an appointment without
salary, for It is worth a considerable sum of
money to thfm besides. This is the politician's

opportunity. Dr. Janeway. in conversation with
a rerr^^erAaiu.' of The Tribune recently, said

! thai in New York before Homer Folkss adraUi-

;istration of the Department of Charities, ap-

Ipointments were sometimes obtained through

i political Influence. He said he knew of one case

j of an appointment when there was no vacancy.

i The Boston system, which i* similar, had col-
lapsed, he said, owing to this political activity,

and he aided that, while New York's system at

present had no political side' to it, there was
always the danger that politics would creep into

it again.

A physician who did not desire his name made
j public mentioned a case and the name of the

hospital In which a few years aeo a doctor

received an appointment through a well known

METHODS OP ASSASSINATING SOVEREIGNS.

THE BOM 3IS POPULAR WITH RUSSIAN ANARCHISTS
A Uinr.er anJ a •"sins" corr.^ on Krirtay n;sht. th*

TIs1-. At 9 o'clock on Ihe Atrre n.'cht a UgJU oper*

by K. M. Good». "M. anJ V.'. E. Davis. 04. willb*
glT<a. The enrirt* glee clabt arristei bj several
rritrmaerr. of th»- clraniatit- c!ub, will present th«
flay, sniitii pirl? ar.<i Tibetan warrior* wii; mak*
music In tin* sfcon«i a;t ;i chorus of the natives
',i Tibet appear*, tl:e>sed in fti-.n-jlopically rot-

:ect costumes, by Collier Goode. of Boston.
Tii"y will sing a. song that Is Tibeian, wonla L3i
all. The cast Is:

Donald. Ibe here Ker.ry r. IXitcb*!'.. 't»
l>r.liie *t^*jc:».tne heroin* tii.:\u25a0»- B. Bristol. "I*
f*Xu3L U !Ut--\. 1-Tfn-h rr.jii JjtnK* V. «'oi»<m. »»
Coraetlri McSwatt. t«e c.miecian. ..Harold •;. Rogers. 'IW
l^yer KMtttwm'.rj. tnr Unnrw Jchn G. l*ala«». "Cft
l»:^!jPrrfact l>».i:fanor. the ch3S.-«?r<~n. .,t\ Xl \TUdißa. \u25a0'•
Prf Craaor CrIUHUn J i£«\mo?vf -•\u25a0 -n*. '11
l'H-f-l»l-sJe.- King of Tiber. ...\V*al»y M. .\ri>u.\u25a0„> tl
Groups cf cuilth CoQcsa «irl». <.oUes« men. iu:!v«a of

Tit*:

At 10::50 a game of basketball between Wesleyaa
and Trinity will be pluyt»d. TTii? team this year la
by far the best that Wesleyan h:is had. such teams

as Col»:mb!.i. Harvard. Pennsylvania. Dartmouth
ana Brown having srone down before it.

The •\u25a0scrap" is judged by a committee of five.
thr^^ seniors nnc! two juniors. Tfce'.r vision i-»

t\z\i\\ KMr.arp'^z' iR *nj form is prohibited, ami
any cr* 'Jsir.cr unfair tuetk-» is immediately re-
rr.ovfil from the "scrap" Ifthe offence Is a serious
cne. it !s likely to lo?e tl;e nght for the a« if
the f.-eshrren g-et the decision they are allowed to

fire Jiif cannon u.'rmol^sted and to carry canes t!»a)

r*3t of rlie year. Iftl^ sophomores win the cinnaa

is not ttrVd.

CANNON LABELLED AS BOOKS.
Many curious subterfuges are resorted to. In th»

fi?ht between the cla3scs of '<H and '05 the fr««hiriea
took possession of a small brick outhouse. Walls)
the fI?M was aahsj on ten of the best sprinters
in the class were harnessed to the cannon. .-•%-\u25a0
ing out on a run, they reached the -very edge of
the campus before navy were discovered. So gtsat
was their momentus that although ?ereral war* \tripped up and some sophomores »»r» holding •Sl^
to the cannon the runners maaasr»d to jt?t itwith- i

in the limits and fa«t»n it to a tree with chains.
For fifteen minutes a most desperate fight rayed
about the cannon. Several men »»r* stripped en-
tirely of their clothes, hat even \u25a0 the bitter ccIS
their excitement »a.« m great that they took no
notice of their condition, but went on ftshtlaat
until the referee .fired twa pistol shots, announcing
that the freshmen had won by holdtns; the cannaa
in the prescribed space for fifteen minutes.

Tha fl?ht between the classes of •\u25a0* and \u25a0<* was
a tame one, by reason of the ruse employed by the-
freshmen. About » o'clock in th* »v«>- -z ---'- '

the "scrap" an express waarcn drove to the library

and deposited a case of books. No notice was tiken
of this box. As the time approached for trie begin-

nin~ of the struggle, the freshmen formM several
••fakes.

"'
In the midst of a hard battle over what

looked like Us! real cannon several freshmen move*!
the box within the prescribed limits and sat down,

b;,- it. The sophomores, finding; enly a few fresh-
pien looking the worse for wear, paid no atten-

tion to the bo*.

One ay saw the party around the box was rein-
forced until nine men were there. At a elven sig-

sal they leaped to their feet. and. placing chains
around the box, fastened It to a tree. Before the-
sophomores realised what was beh.» done all ths*

freshmen were around the box.
The freshmen of th<» class of '\u25a0" \u25a0«\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0• a small

fire in one of the buildings and kept it under con-
tro» while an alarm was turned Jr.. Interest lm-
im-<i:atf-!y centred In the blaze. The fire engines

came with a rush to the ~ampus. Rltrht behind oa«
wa* a ... containing the cannon. Aa th»

freshman Knine»i the • utip'is and lashed the cannon.
wago:i and hors** to a tr-e. the sophomores founrt
that they had bfen -•—I Th.» firemen *\u25a0 t

so an^ry thai for fifteen minut*-?. until the. two
jthfits of tb#> revolver put an end to the "scrap**"

they played wafer on the eomtatants.

,BATTLE UNDEE HORSE'S HOOFS
1: w lac "reaps" students have been hurt by

hor^r.«. One moving van his been driven into ar.-
othT coata!&ins tlw c:mnon. ard • :- fizht has raged

at tie very ho«>fs nf th-» plansins.
-

Mas horses.

The «cmrait:»e therefore lieciditi this year that n»
horses should oe allowed. Automobiles are also
disqn&lLted. Nr> power save that of the students is
to be »-niplo;'cu.

Ruses Employed by Freshmen to

Earn Right to Carry Canes.
Washington's Birthday is tfc« turning point ft

the year at Wesleyan University. On that toy
the su&-fre«hm«a arm entertained r*t an idea of

hat the college .m like and have en« of tT»e finest
"scraps", to be found among the ->!»«•• of Amer-
ica. This Is the cannon scrap

' Although th«
students present play* and although a bt«- dinner
and several basketball games arc attractions. al|
are rabordlnsted to th* "scrap

" B£tfo
When th* freshman class is formed, early ia tha>

fall, preparations are immediately b*gun to tak»
the cannon out of town to » place easy of ap-
proach for those who know It hut hard to Cad for
these a m as not. Acommittee Is s*ioct«d which,
usually in the night time, boxes the cannon and
s*nds It away hy express. It will trmvl first.
towarJ New York, then be seat toward Hartford
and again be aMppel \4 *ma* other point. Son}*

number of the committee will meet th* cannon a*.
••very stop ml send ii on a new Journey until jus*

before February TX. when It will land in one of taw
small towns within a radius »f twenty miles of
Uiddletown. there to be «riiard<»d with th« greatest
Fecrecy until the night of the \u25a0scrm».'

The active preparations begin on th- Monday
before V.'a«h!ngton> Birthday. Then on* may see*
the freshmen and the unphomwn nai ilasaj
Ground town with innocent looking parcel* anal
wagons bringing load* of plank* and boxes to th«
ccn>s*- for barricades. The day before th* "scrap-
a:: the depots are ready wit blockade material
for the sophomores, and the freshmen have that!
*TahasT within easy distance? o* the campiu. A*
the day ami la a close excitement srows. an<i
as midnight sound* a, deep silence, seems t»
fall over th« entire town. One znlnut* after 12 «
revolver shot is heard, and Immediately It im lisa
as if bedlam Ik let loose. With a rush torn* taw

fre.«hmen. with their first "fake^ # and endeavor to
Ket it on the prescribed space of the campus, an*}
thus try to ?iu?e the strength of the opposing;
sophomore s.

Before one ran count a hundred groups of wildlr
fighting men appear en all sides, with hero and
BBOM a scout of one party trying to eliminate •>
scout of the other party. 3?emir.Kly dropped from
the sky. barricades appear on all sides, blocking
the approaches to that spot on the campus which
the sophomore* defend ar.d the freshmen ngbt far.
If the freshmen can get their cannon on that en»
part of the campus th* fisht will pc won. If the
sophomores can successfully defend that plate til»
Victory will go hi them.

XOVEL COMBAT OS WASH-

INGTON'S BIRTHDAY.

THE CANNON "SCRAr
AT WESLEYAN.

is extremely skilful in the use of this weapon,
and his Jaeger, or body servant, who accom-
panies him everywhere, inspects si every morn-
ing to make sure that it is in perfect working}

order. Firmly convinced that he is going to die
by the hand of an anarchist, this having boon
prophesied to him long ago. h- is determined to
put up a fight for his life, and to have at any
rate tne satisfaction, if he falls, of inflicting

some injury on his assailant. Nor can any oat

blame ham or the rulers of Europe for tho»
going "heeled." Th»y are aware of the constant

P^rti of attempts made on their lives, not m«r«ly
by anarchists and revolutionists but also by

cranks of the character of the assassin of Presi-
dent McKinley. and the experiences of th« laat
forty years have furnished numerous proofs '.-.at
not even the most carefully and elaborately or-
ganized system of protection on the part of mil-
itary guard 1* and police can keep the executive
of a country from the reach of a would-b* mur-
derer. Ifrulers usually go armed it la not only
for their own sake, but likewise for that of th»
people aval whose destinies they preside, sine*

the murder of MM head of the nation invariably

leads to a crisis and to a disturbance of thm
normal course of events. Indeed, tt la incumbent
on them :> take every possible measure that
they can devise to protect themsehrea from t!»a
danger of assassination. EX-ATTACXaV

It was used for the destruction of the sharp-

ened file with which Empress Elizabeth was
assassinated and of the surgical instruments
employed by the physicians who made the post-

mortem examination. the weapon being de-
stroyed in the presence of the Austro-Hungarian

envoy in Switzerland and of other representa-

tives Of the Emperor of Austria who had been

summoned to Geneva. In th» same manner the
agency of sulphuric acid was used at Lisbon
last week to put out of existence the firearms
that brought about the death of King Carlos

Poison, a favorite agent for cutting short the
lives of rulers, apparently no longer tinds favor

with regicides, anil the only •\u25a0.-• that Irzr.
recall in modern times v.a.s ar. attempt to sill

Czar Alexander 111 by means of polson<?ii
gloves, which cost the life of one of the mem-
bers of his suite. Count ChormetirlT, wlv.se
gloves were mistaken for those of his sovereign.

DEATH n<STBUHE2ITS DESTROYED.
Superstition is largely responsible for the ex-

traordinary care which is tal.c-.i after any of

these assaFsinntions of rulers c: of members of.
the reigning houses <>f the • >'\u25a0\u25a0•\u25a0 World to clf-
stro-v the firearms or the knives that have been
used by the assailants. It is a <-u.-:tor;: of

ancient origin and extends not only t*> the
weapons of regicide? bul also to the surgical

instruments employed by surgeons in treating

the injuries of the victims of these outrages or
In post-mortem examinations and embalming.

In olden times the weapon? and instruments
used to be filed to powder or ground to pieces.'

When, however, the priest Martin Merino at-
tempted to murder Queen Isabella of Spain In

the manner thai Ihave described above it

waa found that the blade of the poinard which
he had used v.as of such exquisitely- tempered

steel that ii resisted every file and stone. This

was related in the newspaper.*, and the super-

stitious Spaniards became so excited that the

Cabinet was forced to tak<s step* for the

destruction of the knife by sulphuric acid,

to allay public feeling and to remove the impres-

sion that there was something supernatural and
magical about the dagger. Since then sulphuric

acid hap always been used to destroy such
weapon?.

The Kaiser ia never wiU.out h.a revolver. H;

i; i.-; said thai King Carlos and his two si^ru

were armed, and thit the Orown Prince killed
one of lus assailants and wounded another be-
fore being laid lew iii:n°elf. Kuiers habi:?ially
go armed, though the Portuguese Crown Prince
is the Brat scion of royalty to ha-. turned ii«
revolver to good account. True, there are stories
of Alexander 111 and of the present Sultan of
Turkey having shot retainers, mistaking them
for would-be assassins, but these rumors have
never b*en authenticated. King Edward, i' is
well known, carries a pistol. That he used to

go armed when still Prince of Wales was shown
on one occasion when he was riding in Hyde

Park. A horse which had bolted and run into
the railings had sustained such severe injuries

as to \u25a0 ...... recovery impossible. As it was suf-
fering, riders who had assembled on th spot

decided that it should be put out of misery, and
called on a policeman to shoot the animal.

The policeman declined on the ground that he
was unarmed, and added that he had no author-
ity to killthe horse, even if a pistol were to be
furnished. The Prince of Wales, who was look-
ing on, thereupon took a .small revolver from
his pocket and shot th» horse, revealing the fact
that ha was the only man present who carried
a pistol.

Caserio, when he murd President ("arr»ot.

at Lyfns, with a krsifp thrust v.v.s ib \u25a0• to ac-
'••>r»:plish his object by jump!ner <-n the strps of

ihe Pr^id^ntia! equipage. In rho Brat tivo at-
ten-.ptr: to assassinate King Humbert the crim-
inal in each instance Jumped on the steps of the
sovereign's barouche, and •'. hen ex-LJeutenant
Dean, of '[\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0 icth English Hussar Kpgftnent.-

struck th* late Q..i?«ri Victoria across the face
with a rattan cane

—
-a blow so severe that she

retairvd the scar until the day of her death
—

be jumped on the carriage steps. This resulted
in tne adoption of an entirely different style of
< arriase by the Queen. The wou!d-be a»::'">?i^
of the late Shall of Persia made use of the sanis
njcaris to reach thr* ruii en the Persian mon-
arch's first visit to Paris.* •

1 could sfal innumerable cthsr rapes in mod-
ern and ancient time comprising th« murder

of Henry IV of I'renco and the attempted a?-

raWlnation of Louis XV.rt the same country, to
show thru whenever any a rt«rnp? h?s been made
on the life of the reign when oat driving

the carriage step hai almost invariably played

an important role by enabling the assailant to

g.?t withm striking distance. That is why the
carriaErea usrd by Ki:s"? Edward and Queen
ASorrandra are not only very high from the
ground fcnt have no step visible for entering or
leaving the conveyance. There arc steps, tut
they arc folded up ir.slde tiie carriage doors and
lit down only when needed.

CABRIAGE STEPS BANGEEOUS.
It is possible that bath King,Car«os arJ the

Crown Prince might have escaped with \\:rir
live? the other <i:jy at Lisbon had the c:'.rr;jrjt>

in which V were riding been cor.«tr:icted
i!r"t-T the model \u25a0\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0•. used by the
present King and Queen i>f England and by th*
late Queen Victoria, h is reiated that Mie regi-
cide who accomplished the ">jst ii**ud'y vr-:

-
k

sprang to ihe st*p of the carriage. fr..«m whii ';
be repeatedly shot, while Quern Am4lie in va!n
endeavored to dtelod^e him by s:r:Uin£ liim in
the face v.ith a bouquet whjeb s-h«; eld w. her
hand.

t the Crown Prince of P.>r r•;;::.'. tfce
ments '.:se<! '<•\u25a0•. the surgeons . toyed
in tii^ em balming of tl Thanks
this, there is n • chan \u25a0

\u25a0\u25a0-
\u25a0

•

placed on c: * -
travelling

month-- in 18TS warn prevented from transacting

the business of the government owing to wounds
he had received at the bands of the -ivould-b^
assassin, Nobiling. President Carnot died from
a knife thrust, as did Charles JII, penultimate
sovereign Duk« of Parma, while Empress Eliza-
beth of Austria was Killed by a dagger In the

form Of a sharp-pointed file.' Passanante's mem-

orable attempt on the life of King Humbert
shortly after his succession to the throne was

made with a knife, and would undoubtedly have

cut short hi« reign did noi his Prime Minister.

Cairoli. who was driving in the royal carriage,

thrust himself forward, and shielding his sov-

ereign, receive d a wound in his side.

Isabella 11 was wounded by the poniard of

an unfrocked priest, v.hi!" entering the Church
of the Attoeha, not long after the birth cf the

Infanta I bella, and Francis Joseph was
severely injured by a stab between the shoul-

ders shortly before bis marriage, and undoubtedly

would have been killed, had it m«t been for the
devotion of an aide-de-camp, .\u25a0 young ofilcer of
Irish parentage of the name of O'Donnell. Only

one monarch has been killed by a bomb. Alex-

ander II of Russia, whose younger son. the

Grand Duke Sergiua, was also blown to pieces

about two years ago at Moscow.
Attempts to kill the present King of Spain

have been made on two separate occasions, once

in Faris. and again at the time of his wedding,

bombs being used both times. They were like-
wise used against Napoleon 111 and KingLouis
Philippe. These three sovereigns escaped un-
hurt, but numerous other lives were sacrificed
by the outrages. Thus far only two real at-
tempts have been made to assassinate a sov-
ereign by wrecking a railroad train. On one

occasion the baggage train of Alexander 111 of
Russia was blown to pieces near Moscow, in

the belief that it was the imperial special, while
in the other instance the train on which Alex-
ander, his empress and hi« children were trav-

elling, was ditched at Borki, and hurled down a
steep embankment. Many of the members of
the suite and of the imperial retinue lost their
lives, but the Emperor himself and his wife and

children escaped injury beyond bruises and
shock,' in a manner that can only bo described

Yet his temporary suspension of the c insti-

tution
—

that Is to iay. his 'tyranny"
—

had no

oth«r object than that of ridding the govern-

ment administration of the almost inconceivable
dishonesty and extravagance to which it had

been committed by the corrupt political machines

that had alternated in office until he called a

halt in ]!-"«i and appointed Beohor Joao Franco
as Premier, with the avowed purpose of cleans-

ing the Augean stable of the government ad-

ministration and of restoring the credit of Tor-

tugal abroad and her prosperity at borne.
Th«» doctrine that political assassination is in

any way excusable, or that it is entitled to more
indulgence in popular opinion than ordinary

murder, ie one of the most dangerpus that I! is

possible to ppread through the agency of the
newspapers, which should never lose the oppor-

tunity of insisting that the killingof a man in

authority is every bit as much of a felony and

as an unpardonable and Inexcusable offence as

the murder of an ordinary citizen.

PISTOL FAVORITE WEAPON.^

In reviewing the number of ailed political

assassinations or attempted murders of rulers

and royal personages in modern times, one
cannot help being struck by th? preference

which assjaai to be displayed for the pistol over
the knife or the bomb. King Humbert, Shah
Nasr-«*d-Din of Persia, King Alexander and
Queen Draga of Servia, Prince Milosh of Servla.

and no less than three Presidents of the United

States, namely, Lincoln. Garfleld and McKinley.

all succumbed to pistol bullets. Alfonso XII,

Amadeus Duke of Aosta, while Kingof Spain;

King George of Greece, KingFrederick William

IV of Prussia, King Louis Philippe of France,

Emperor Alexander IIof Russia, Napoleon 111
of France, King Leopold of Belgium, the late

Queen Victoria, the present King of Wurtem-
berg and Edward VIIhave been shot at, some

of them on several occasions.
Only one. however, sustained wound*, he being

the late Emperor William, who fo»- several

(Copyright. IMC l> '-i.*1 BrentwooJ Company.)

Newspaper comment is largely responsible for

tra?irdit-s like that which a fortnight ago de-
prived Portugal of a singularly honest, consci-
entious, clean lived and useful monarch. No
amount of provocation no private wrong, be it

ever so grievous," Is regarded by public opinion

as justifyingmurder. Vet th^ very moment that
a crime of this kind has any political relation it

>-tn:s to be looked upen In English-speaking
countries with a certain amount of indulgence

—
that is. when perpetrated abroad. If the victim
has been in a position to exercise any authority

there Is a tendency to impute to him oppression
and tyranny, and for tyranny we ire taught by

some of the greatest writers of the BagUah lan-
guage

—
notably by Swinburne

—
that there is but

one remedy, namely, assassination.
The aaaassthM in that ease are no longer fel-

ons, but patriots emulating Brutus When the
crack-brained, neurasthenic- boh of Cit-noral

Scliauraann shot General Bobrlkoff, the Gov-
ernor General of Finland, four years ago, "The
London Tim*- ," in one of Us ponderous leaders

or editorials, spoke of the murderer a* "ridding

his country of \u25a0 tyrant."" and when the first

news was received of the shocking death of the
King of Portugal and of his eldest son there

was a very notable disposition on the part of

the American press to Intimate that Dom Carlos
had in a measure merited \u25a0''•'.'\u25a0 '\u25a0>' "-•' his des-
poti.«ra.

Firearms Preferred to Knife
or Bomb, Though Each

Ho.s Its Adherents.

a* iniraculouf

WRONG EYE TAXES OUT
Even when the count do^s not tally and it I*

«»idest that something is missing, the accident
*'h:ch may cost \u25a0 life happens.

"It ivas a sponge about the size of a small
hens egg, lost in the abdominal cavity, thanks

to the assistance of a ..... surgeon," said one

"fflgeon ia -ting his experience. mA prom-
inent operator from one of the large Eastern

cities b'.i!;g present, asked him to assist me,

*s T.as then so..... the custom. Idid
*st feei at liberty to speak to him quite a* I

e»ald have done to my ..... assistant. Before

the wound the customary sponge count

*aa cal! e<ifor and showed one missing. A thor-

<^h warcb of the room failed hi reveal It. I
}***searched the cavity, as Ithought, most

*3*efuDy. In the mean time, every assistant—

£«d there were many, as was then th*- custom—
«pre*s«=d his views, and it was decided that the

rcisair.g Fponge was one which had been dropped

the process of (leaning The incident
*as rtciiUed and seemed

- Bflcaaai by my vain

Ihave had two unfortunate experiences in

regard to foreign bodies remaining in the ab-

tenSd ,-avitv. one occurring a few years ago

«hea aster th* old-fashioned sponges, the pa-

:tfcat eytag from general peritonitis One oc-
curred about three years ago in which a small
C&aze tponsc was left, the patient making a

I»o4 recovery, but on a. reappearance of the
disease a rear after, the sponge was found on

eulcratlon This is an accident to be regretted.

Ihave always been fortunate in reference to

forcer^ and "instruments, and in the first case
*.o wfeich Ireferred Iha.d trusted entirely to my

uctetam who assured me all the sponges were
\u25a0eeensxed for After the death of the patient.

tsfi on making en autopsy, you can Imagine my

*ojtow £nd chagrin in finding a email sponge
Jr. the abdominal cavity.

Another way in which a reputable surgeon

nay be mad. the victim of this kind of an accl-

flent i? illustrated fn this statement, made by

\u25a0I An-;eri&i»n practitioner:

. __- Burgeon, a.^isted by an o!d->r sur-r4 P;^cd the operation.; The older one
tewV*wmg» i-iHalf and tucked half of it in
;Sttout^S« anything about it. Tne woman

died of shock 2r.d the
n. much to the sut-ihp DQEt-mortem < xamination. much to .hf sirr

ZJ? "i-r^le p« a count of sponges gave the.
™\U

"
wYtfa which the operation had beea

b«W..

la one case a. surgeon last bis seal ring. It
finally pushed its way to the surface of the body

cf c person oa whom he had operated and
•was returned to its owner. la another a pair
cf forceps circulated about the abdominal
cavity of a. "case" for four years before being

recovered. Piece* of gauze live feet long and
z. yard v.-ide have been removed from run—
c. whom operations had been performed.

"

IMIWim DESPITE TALLY.
Itseem? strange to the layman that anything

ehould t»e able to em .-•\u25a0 the surgeon in s^uch a
Email cavity as is likely to l»e created in the
bedy in the course of an oiKration. Especially

does it seem impossible that anything should
tr<= lost :n view o' the extreme care taken to

prevent it. Many purgtons have worked out

Tattoos of procedure for operations with the

fateation of eliminating the possibility of the
less of anything used. Unfortunately, even these

have never proved infallible. The most usual

Dcthod is to have everything roasted by \u25a0

scrse before the operation begins. Before the

\u25a0c-c^d is closed each, article is accounted for by

a recount. Some surgeons have had experiences

r-fcich led them to triple the number of per-
f^ns responsible for the appliances, each to

check tfce counts of all the other* Other sur-
peor.s have the gauze pads In packages of half
(dozen or a dozen. Only one package is opened

tt a lime, and its contents must be accounted
fcr before the next is opened. Tying tapes to

each g^uz«. pad or instrument Inserted in a

\u25a0Rcun-I is another precaution. A prominent
Erookiyn surgeon who died recently devised n

djeck system similar to that u.-;ed by baggago-

r.er,. A quantity of gla.ss check* were num-

bered, there being two of each number, and to

each set of duplicate? wa* attached a tape. To

ever:.- article used in the operation one <;f these

tsjv* with the check attached was fastened
"Whenever, for instance, a pi«ce of -..-;:>- was

takes from a basin for u?e one of the checks
uas removed and placed in the basin. Before

the wonnd was stitched each article represented

hr these detached checks had to be accounted

for.
Notwithstanding such precautions, in four

recorded cases large sponges «ere torn in half

**!Je the op-ration was in progress and one <>-

the halves placed in the wound and i(
-

sight

cf. TYhen the count was made there was the

oae number of sponges as at the beginning of

tie operation- The missing half was forgotten

ssfi the wound closed.
A Borgeoa in describing one of these mishaps

rays:

Xo one knows the number of these mishaps.
as only in relatively few cases is death fol-
lowed by an autopsy. The announcement that

*Th? operation was a. success, but the patient
died," may cover a multitude of sins of omis-
sion and commission, so far as any one can tell.
One may find in the files of the "Annals of Sur-
prry" the reports of between ICO and 200 cases
in which objects used in operations \u25a0 have been
left in the body. These objects include tubes.
clamps, sponges, towels, forceps, scissors and
finger rings. Usually it is a piece of gauze or a
Fpcnge that is left in the wound. In 109 cases
reported from Europe 31 sponges and 33 pieces

cf gauze were left in wounds. In 43 cases
death resulted. In th*» other CO cases the ar-
ticles worked their way out after remaining in
tie body for months and sometimes years, or
\u25a0were discovered and removed by operations per-

• formed to relieve the pain caused by the move-
rier.ts of these objects.

Dcsviie Precautions Similar Mis-
takes-Are Made in Many

ODerations.
TJpcfs of rubber tubing five inches lone and

rafety pins are not generally considered essential
camponests of the human frame. Ayoung Fin-
:sisa miner of Red Lodge, Mont.. recently

learned that such things are sometimes found
ia the body, for they -were taken from his own

Z He does not believe that he was born with these
objects la his pleural cavity, -but is convinced
that the surgeon who operated on him in a New
Tcrk hospital soon after his arrival in this
country left them there by mistake.
It was probably more of a surprise to the

young- F:rilander to find himself the custodian
c. these "foreign bodies." as medical men style
them, than it was to the Burgeon who extracted
th*n:. Accidents will happen in the best regu-

lated of operations. Foreign bodies, such as
forceps, sponges, towels and gauze pads are
more frequently left in the human body after
operations than the public is aware of. To be
f^re the number of operations in which this
h&ppciis is Eina.ll. It occurs perhaps once or
twice in the course of two thousand operations.

I/-ke an eruption of Vesuvius, however, it is
!&elyat dny time and has marked the opera-
tions of some of the best known surgeons of
this city. They say it may occur again not-

withstanding the number of schemes which have
bet is devised to prevent it.
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