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Commutation of Sentence Asked for
Port Arthur's Defender.

St. rotcrsbtirir. Feb. 2"—Lieutenant Oeneral
StocsEcl -niis condemned to d<?ath this ev«ntnc
by a military court for the surrender of Port
Arthur to the JapatiPso. General Fock. who
commanded \u25a0\u25a0\u25a0• Fourth East Siberian division
cf Tort .\nhur. was ordered reprimanded for
a fiiFcipiinary ofTonce. winch was not connected
m-fth th*» furrf-ndor. and Ueneral Smirnoff, act-

irr commandant of the fortrr??. and 1Major Gen-
eral Rei?s. chlrf of ptaJT to General Btocnael.
v*re acquitted of th- rhurses acainst them for
lack of proof. Thr court m-omm-ndpd that the
d«ath sentence upon Lieutenant General Stoes-
vl be commuted to fn years" imprisonment
Jn a fortress, and that he be excluded from the
service.

•
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THE HEW THEATRE TO BE BUILT IN CENTRAL PARK WEST.
(Carrfre & Hastings, architects.)
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;it our New York retail stone
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Books and Publications.

A NEW BOOK—READY THIS DAY
By the pre-eminent authority on the Eastern political situation.

The Coming Struggle
in Eastern Asia

Cloth, illustrated. Svo. S3.50 net.

A discussion of the pail which Western nations, especially the United
States, are to play in the near future of the Far East.

By B. L. PUTNAM WE ALE
whose work i> such that the London Telegraph says : "Emphatically with-
out it the library of the student of the Far Hast willbe incomplete." The
Daily Xc7cs considers the author *"so far superior to any other authority

on the subject that he may be considered really the only one." His presen-
tation is "remarkably searching, analytical, clear and comprehensive," <ays
the Xew York Tribune.

By the same Autho* ire:

Manchu and Muscovite. Cloth, Svo. $\OO net.
The Re-shaping of the Far East. In two volumes. $6.00 net.
Th« Truce in the East and Its Aftermath. §s'?o n;t.

Each is handsomely bound In cloth, with gilt fops Ilhistratkrafl
from original and tonally tine phototrraph?. and a map.
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A public festival is beir.jr organized by th*
\u25a0nrjnicirai'*** of gj Pelfrsburc in honor of th»

flsfendeTS of the fortress.

effort of «^rneral .^oess.'l main-
tained a risrid so!dif>riik« impassivity. Gen-
fr'!Smirnoff alsn was seerr.ineiy unmoved, but
thpre w»?r«- t*^crp ;n the eyes of General Reiss.

The sentence of death was pronounced upon
Genera! Stoessel "for surrendering the fortress
before all the cleans of defence had been ex-
hausted: for failing to onfor.x- his authority and
for military misdemeanors."

Commutation of the sentence was asked on
th* ground that "Port Arthur, beset by over-
v-h«iniinE- forces, d~f*>ndcd itself under General
StoeEeeTs leadership with unexampled stubborn-
n~es. and filled the world with astonishment at
the he* vourasc of its garrison: that several
assaults had be<--n repulsed, with tremendous
losses: on th» part of th<= •

>ncn!j-; that General
.Sioessel throughout th* siepe Lad maintained
th» heroic couraire nf th» defenders, and. anally.
that he had t^k^n energetic part jb three cam-
paigns."

liefore the sentence was read measures were
taker; to prevent a demonstration in favor of
J-totssei bj- a number of the younger officers
PTr3 witnesses who were present. These later

\u25a0stn: a dispatch to the Kmpres? saying that they
v ould humbly beur testimony that General Sto-
c«sel was the soul of ihe defcr.ee of Port Arthur,
'hat he had always erscouratrc-d and put heart" the garrison to th" best of hi* endeavor,

r-nd that ir.case of war they xvouid wish to serve
cz^in under such a hero. They asked the Em-
"Tees bTa^iously to bespealt from the Emperor
a fuH pardon.

There •was a dramatic moment after the read-
:r.^ of tr-«^ sentence, when a detachment of sol-
£iiTs riled into the hall. The spectators, think-
ins that they vc-rt1 about to srize General Sto-
rsseL displayed creat excitement, several women
"atritinr. It became known, however, that this
wax merely a fruiir-3 for th» disi»ersal of the

'•ourt. General Stoessel. who was accompanied
by hi? pon. tva? the object of a sympathetic
<iT-,or.!=tration. Friend kissing and shaking him,

by the hand as he left the court leaning on his
f*?r's shoulder.

PHILIPPINE LEADER LOSES POWER.
Manila. Feb. 20t—Seilor Gomez has resigned as a

member of the Philippine Assembly. It Is believed

that he. will not be a power in insular politics in

the future, the action of the Assembly in ousting

him having destroyed his influence with the people.

BILLEK SENTENCE CONFIRMED.
Springfield. 111.. Feb. Wl— Supreme Court af-

firmed the decision of the Cook County Criminal
Court in the Blllek murder case to-day. Billek

was convicted of the murder of one of th>- children

of Mi Mary Vzral. He was a clairvoyant and
fortune teller, and acquired Rreat Influence over
Mrs. \ 7.1 ai. and it is aileced that the couple, by

moans of aistnlc, killed Martin Vzral. the husband

of the woman, and four of the children, tv obtain
life insurance carried by be victims. Mrs. Vzral

committed suicide when she heard that she was
about to be arrested.

Tbe Maim was discovered !>> a :..ald. who
found the whole lower floor and cellar a mas* of

She aroused Mr Shmjbt and the other
occupants, and the volunteer tire cowanwi
the village was summoned.

Interior of WilliamSanger's Home at Hast-
ings Destroyed by Nigh: Blaze.

Fire started early yesterday morning in the

home of William Sander, an architect, at Hast-
ings. The interior and furnishings were de-
stroyed, but the concrete frame of the building

does not anon any signs of & tire. It had beer,
completed only a month.

WALLS SHOW NO SIGN OF HRE.

'•It is an hour
- (ggesti ... :\u25a0. rtet

"That's all right. Give us time." said Mr Baer.
\u25a0 . 'one around in 1912. Hj

In bis vi
- ' •

.something to wa
-. here to fill out On lr marriage

: ations."

•
We certainly have walti

\u25a0 lo< k," said Mr Baer "It «as ba. k t
\u25a0

• \u25a0 lermen passed a resolution appropa
monej for ;• no \u25a0 i lock When tbe tv.

came with the clock to-day Itlwnghi there waa
\u25a0 Ing wrong about the fa

- Iwad
-ti thai tii" clock waa on th- wa: -v ~

soon as ilooked the mattei op I
irs

"

Ordered in 1904. Timepiece Just Delivered
Hides Face Behind Hands

"Time may fly. according to the old saw. but

clocks are sometimes indefinitely detained," said
PhilipBa^r. the City Librarian, yesterday as be
i...ikt-.i at a brand new clock, witha handsome
marble dial and ever] appearance of wishing to

do its duty, which two median! screwed fast

to the iron railing over the door leading Into the
library in the City Hall.

LIBRARY CLOCK FOUR YEARS SLOW.

Aftf-r winning the competition for the New
Theatre we vi.-ii--d the most important theatrrs
in Europe— Austria, Germany, France and Kiiglaml
-anti In « general way we were much bnpreSMd
with the fact that on the Continent tbe theatre
builders have respected the principle or' evultition
and experience, one generation after another,
whereas in this country and in England we are
apt to begin again every time a new theatre Is
built.

Another fact which impressed us very strongly
was that everywhere, more especially in Germany.
Austria and America most theatres have been
built by architects who were so-called "theatre
experts." and who have not been very serious stu-
dents of architecture, whereas in France some ot
the ablest architects have been employed.

There will be twenty-three drpsslug rooms for

the players and pleasant quarters for the chorus
and supernumeraries. The building will front a
full block in Central Park West, from 62d to «J<t
street, and will be 3M :\u25a0 •\u25a0• .:\u25a0—; The stage will
I.*- 7S feet wide, 100 dee* and It! feet high. The
boxes will be irranged In two tiers of Iwenty-foar
each.

Speaking of the plans yesterday, Mr. Carrrre

said:

Architects Give Public Vinv Build-
in«• To Be Resinned Soon.

Plaaa oJ ths New Theatre, whl
• n al>-

proved by th- found, rs of that ii
public view yesterday at th.- ofti

-
tecta Carrerc & Hastings. A number uf the -it

ivors were present, vino nanj psrvHM bßteteateal
in the project.

As has been made known before, the New Thea-

tre Is not a commercial enterprise, but designed to

be maintained for the advancement of the art of
acUng. In the new structure there will be every

facility for the production of classical dramas,

modern plays and lisht musical \u25a0-• \u25a0\u25a0\u25a0' •''•-

The theatre has been designed after European
playhouses] especially those of France and Ger-
many. The entire space will not b* encompassed
by the auditorium and the stage. There will be

ample room for an imposing foyer, grand staircase,

smokins rooms, entrances vestibules, elevators,
restaurant, roof garden, and stalls for ••onf»>etu>n-
ant, florist-. \u25a0• tc.

As published in The Tribune several weeks ago.

the directors have Mcd that withina few weeks

work shall be renewed on the building of the thea-
tre, and It Is hoped to have itcompleted for formal
opening in the fall of 1909. The question or a di-
rector la still to be disposed of. at until some
progress Is made in the buOd|nc of the theatre it

willnot be finally settled

SEW THEATRE PLANS.

THAW'S LAWYERS VISIT HIM.
Uatteawan, N. V.. Feb. ».-Dantel CRfeUy aad

A. Russell Peabody. the lawyers. wrr»* in con-
sultation for two hours io-tiay with Harry K.
Thaw at the asylum. I-ater they declared that
Thaw had CO intention «>f brinsine suit for divorce
and that all rumors of an approaching attempt
to annul h.'s marriage with Evelyn Nesbit Thaw
»••!.' g^sjasssMai

Mrs. William Thaw, st %a.< stated, would visit
her son to-morrow, if her health permitted. aaaa
his wife planned to see him Saturday.

The mortgage was due in I9o£ but no action ma
taken th*"n «<> fofVCloK :t.

Charles E. \u25a0—-<\u25a0' and Mrs. stassssMaßl are th»
children of the late tractior. mas. \u25a0-:::-' Mlsr.er
Is h!? widow, who later married Wilson ilizaer and
divorced him. with permission to resume -.- tnaldwa
name. However, she I? mentioned in the papers w
Mrs. Mizner.

Suit Begun by Mutual Life Against Traction.
Mans "Widow and Others.

Suit was
-

pegonr, yesterday in the Suprem* Court
by the Mutual Ufe Insurance Company again*4:
Mary Adelaide Mixner. Charles E. Yerkea anil hi«
wife. Resale I*I4ondine.Ha. the Central Trust Com-
pany, as trustee under the will of Charte3 T.
Yerkes. and Louts Owsler. a» »-!p executor. t»
foreclose a mortßag" for CStOOft given on January

\u25a0 ISO4. on the home of Mrs. Charles T. Yerkfs. in
Fifth avenue, near 6Sth street.

TO FORECLOSE YERKES MORTGAGE

"The question is. *\Vhy do they prefer as us*"

the trolley and the subway?" The answer is
plain," said the commissioner. I: is because
they can set an

-
or •"cent fare that way. and

much more frequent service. If the company

is going make its local service more and MB]

inferior nt'opte will deser: it. People have a
right to rely.on the company's living up to"

obligations it assumed" years ago. The lompany

is bound to render adequate service, whether I
particular train pays or not-"

>:-:\u25a0• .-: to complaint.-* that had been made
by other commuters. Commissioner Eustia re-
marked that it appeared to he the deliberate
policy of the company gradually to eliminate th«
local traffic in favor of through business.

"Hut you d<» not want us to operate trains that
do not pay. do you?" inquired Mr. Insreri-011.

"The real question." replied Commissioner
Eustis. "is "Why don't th«y pay?* Dan is the
New York Central opt-ratir.g under a franchise

and supposed to serve a community where th*

population has increased enormously in the |mj|

few years. Nevertheless, the company takes
off one train after another."

*"But if the people preft-r fo use the trolley

and the subway we cannot help it." said Mr.
IncersolL

"Why did you t.ike oil all the trains after
midnight, then."" inquired Commissioner Eusti.-.

Garrit Fort, assistant to the vice-president in
charge of the passenger trafS«' of the Putnam
division, replied that the company was bound
to maintain a certain service and was doping
against hope that the traffic would improve. H.
L. Ingersoll. special en^inepr incharge of statis-
.--.. th"? cost of maintenance oi* the Yon-

kers line was jla train mile, while last year
the total receipts of the service were only
JsK.OOO, or a little less than the cost cf operat-
ingthe trains.

Kefore Commissioner Eusti* the New YorkCen-
tral v.as required to show what justification it
had f<>r taking off the trains that formerly left
ir.ith. street for Getty. Sciaare. Yonkers. at -.
3 and ."> o'clock a. m. The company introduced
testimony to show that the traffic on the Put-

nam division wa* about ;V> per cert less than
before th^ extension i.f th»- subway to Kiaga>-
bridge. and that th»-se »arfy morning train* did
not pay.

The complaint, signed by commuters in Dobb-
Ferry. Hastings. Tarrytown. Yonkers. Irvington,*»ssin:- and oth»r suburban points, charg-ea that
the commutation rates have been increased about
15 per cent: that the rate of speed of suburban
trains la less than thirty miles, a third slower
than prior to 1906: that suburban trains ar*»

slil*>tracke<l and delayed in favor of express
trains); that such delays ar»» injurious to th«

real "state- interests of the suburban points and:
the business interests of the commuters, and
that the \u25a0 :s In the new electric cars are gen-
erally uncomfortable. Th» complainants de-
clare that thes*« InconTcniencea have mused
many persons to movf away from the suburban
towns'.

Train Service Complaint* Before
Both Public Service Commission*.
Complaints regarding the suburban train ser-

vice of the Xew York Central Railroad are be-
fore both ike Fa* Service Commissions.
"While Commissioner Kustfs. of the Ist District,
hearing a complaint about late trains to Yon-
kers, was observing yesterday that the ten-
dency of th» Central seemed to be to subordi-
nate more •:.\u25a0! more its local train service t*>
through traffic, there was bein? filed with tht»
commission for the 2d District in Albany a.
general complaint from, residents in Waal • -«-

ter County.

CENTRA OS THE GRILL.

DOMINION COURTS TO PASS ON ACT.
Ottawa. Feb. \u25a0'

—
Th« Dominion Cabinet did not

consider the British Columbia Natal act at it»
meeting to-day, hut will permit the courts to be
heard from on the constitutionality of the act
iefor«s acting.

ACTIVE MILK CRUSADE IN ENGLAND.
The Ilev. Dr. C. H. Tatnwn, who arrived on tbo

Adriatic yesterday, said then was widespread In-
terest in EnKland in the plans of Nathan Straus
to reduce infant mortality and to lessen the rav-

ages of tuberculosis He was the representative

of Mi Straus In presenting to the London public

the perils of raw milk.
"Mr. Strai;s's name." said Di Tatman, '"was a

talisman: his sixteen, y< •• of successful work in

saving lives by pasteurizing milk opened doors
everywhere and offers of aid came from all sides.
The House of Lorda and the House of Commons
took cognhtanee of the movement for the safe-
guarding of life, and It la purposed to have Par-

liament act along the lines of Mr Strauss cru-
sade. The medical officers of health of the vari-
ous London boroughs called upon me and the
Countess "f Aberdeen, the wife of the Viceroy of
Ireland, sent for me to call at the Admiralty House,

and the result was a i •::..-• to her ladyship of a
complete :iilk pasteurization plant for Dublip by
Mr. Stnuiii

"Mr. Straus Is givinc \u25a0\u25a0< complete plant to Liver-
pool and another to Brussels and has one In oper-
ation in Heidelberg, and recently the DowagT
Grand Dtichess of Baden sent for him and thanked
him for th»« pood he was doing; in savin? lives and
urged fall to continue the work."

Liberals strenuously oppose the imposition of

guarantees additional to those included in the Platt
amendment, insisting that the relations between the
United States and Cuba should remain the same as
they were prior to th( latest revolution.

The Conservatives favor the idea of the United
States undertaking the responsiblity of giving full
support to the new government and also making

Cuba responsible for all damages to native and
foreign property resulting from future revolutions.

Major General Enrique Loynaz del Castillo, a for-
mer Congressman and commander of the second di-

vision of the insurgent army, has cabled to Sefior
Quesada, the Cuban Minister at Washington, ask-
ing whether it la advisable that he and other rep-

resentatives of the political parties in Cuba visit
Washington and present their views before Presi-
dent Roosevelt. He ha? also inquired of the Cuban

Minister as to what are the intentions of the
United States rolai to guarantees.

Minister Quesada. in reply, says that he liar- con-

Suited with President Roosevelt and Secretaries
Hoot and Taft. and finds that the United Stares
has not formulated its intentions with regard to

guarantees, but that the President would gladly

receive the views of the representatives of Cuban
political parties.

Cubans Discussing What WiliHappen When

Republic Is Re-Established
Havana, Feb 3*.—lnterest in pi §, * lately

has been languid. Is reviving under r;
-

stimulus

of , spirited discussion in the newspapers as to

United States Intends on the re-estab-
•of the rep \u25a0

' imj
—

additions I

antees to insun "
'\u25a0 \u25a0\u25a0 \u25a0 s crn-

meiit.

WORRIED OVER U. S. GUARANTEES.

Genera! Picquart, the Minister of War. re-

sponded at some length. He denounced as false

the sensational reports which were coming out
of Morocco, and claimed that General d'Amade
was succeeding in his mission, which always

must be carried out In accordance with the del-

icate restrictions of the Algeclraa a< t. The gen-

eral situation, h- said, in Morocco i.cxi
-

•

The chamber of Deputies will take up the
discussion of the new questions propounded by

M. Jaures, the Sbctallsi leader, to-morrow. •

Comte de Treveneuc favored a wider a rtion on

the part of the government

French Senate Passes Vote of Con-

fidence on Moroccan Question.
Paris, Feb. 30.—The report? of numerous r+-

cent severe battles in Morocco which have been
printed in the newspapers here, with the ac-

companyms rumors that Genera! d'Amades
army is really in serious straits through re-

verses at the hands of tribesmen, led to a l<>ng

discussion of the Moroccan question in the Sen-

ate this afternoon, which finally adopted a vote

of confidence in the government's present course
of action.

Senator Gaudin de VHlalne contended rhat the

recent murderous attacks upon the F:

troops at dose quarters indicated that the gov-

ernment should increase the army and end the

intolerable situation in Morocco.
You are facr- to face.*" he said, "with the

dilemmH of evacuating Morocco or dispatching

an army of lOO.Oon troops to that country. While
wear* debating, Spain is taking all she pleases

on the coast and one day Great Kri-a!-: wiFl
take Tangier.**

GOVERNMENT SUSTAINED.

BRYCE OX FISHERIES.

Ambassador Has Conference with
Sir inIfrid Laurkr.

Ottawa. Ont . Feb. 20.—Ambassador Bryce had

a long interview with Sir Wilfrid Laurier and
the Hon. L. P. Brodeur to-day in regard to the

fishery question, which is to be referred jointly

with Newfoundland to the Hague Tribunal.
The reference is about complete, and is said to

be satisfactory to the Canadian airhorities and

the Ambassador. Some of the officers of the

fisheries department were present during part of

the interview. The inland fisheries also came in

Cor a general discussion.
A delegation is expected here from Toronto

from the Ontario government to oppose the pro-

posal? for the beautifying of Nissan Falls

which may prevent any further power plants
being established there. The hydro commission

wants to draw power from the Fall? if it cannoi

deal with the existing power companies. The
interview will take place with the Dominion
government to-morron forenoon, so that Mr.

Bryce may have the benefit of their views.

l\.-,.-. !•• !. SO.—An official of thf Foreign Ofllc
said to-day thai the only purpose of. France In
protecting the Haytiau revolutionists who have

taken refiiß** in the French consulates at Qonaivea
and S? Man- i-*< to insure th^m humane and lawful

treatment whes. they leave th» protection of the
French fla>r- 1" this connection It was explained

That, si irdhjf to French tradition, any man who
s«»eks refuge under the flap of France shall have

at least temporary protection;

Th» Foreign Office r« ogniaea that General Fir-

mi!! and his followers ar«- revolutionists, but before

banding them over t.. the Haytian government

Prance desires assurances that they will have v
legal tr:il. Th*> question is still in abeyance. Th.-

Foreign Office has received no information to con-

lirm the report Hist M Bannon the Haytian

Minister <«f Foreign Affairs, has houkM asylum

v iiiJI. Carteron. tb« French Minister to Hayti.

RUSSIA'S AMBASSADOR TO JAPAN
g, Peters"burs, Feb. \u25a0 The "Slovo" to-day says

tint Senator Male iky-MaUvitch, at one time

director of a department in the ForH n Office, baa

been selected to succeed M. BaUmetieff aa Rus-

sian Ambassador to Japan when that post Is raised
to the r«nk at an embassy. This change will be

made after the Douma has taken action on \u25a0 bill
authorizing Ins necessary increases in salaries, «tc.

Legal Trial for Haytian Rebels Only Object

Sought.

FRENCH CONSULATE A REFUGE

English Leaders Interested in Franco-

can Arbitration Agreement.

Iondon Feb 20 —Fresh interest was aroused in

Parliament to-day in the American-British nego;

tiationa looking to the conclusion of an arbitration
T-eaty by the announcement that the American

•senate had ratified the American-French treaty of

arbitration, it being felt that thin practically as-

sures the completion of m similar treaty between

this country a:ul the United State?.

An attempt was made in t»- House of Commons

io draw out Sir Kdwar.l Grey, th« Foreign Be \u25a0-

tary, on the matter. Sir Edward however, re-

plied that it would be premature al the present

tini«- tq make any staiement beyond saying that
the negotiations were pending

THINK IT MEANS BRITISH TREATY

American articles of war prescribi death

as the penalty foi ci \u25a0

• sue! \u25a0 induct. Such
however, . -" • \u25a0 been carried out

it, this country, although H was imposed in the... . Hull, who surrendered

Detroit in the wai of Is --' General Hull was

cashiered. In lieu of the sentence because of

his prei lousl • \ ellent record.

American Officers Think Fortress Was Sur-
rendered Prematurely.

Washington. Feb. -<».—The sentence of Gen-
eral 3toesacl is regarded by American military

officers as the logical consequence both of the
surrender of Port Arthur and Russian military

discipline. That the sentence Is justified is the
general expert belief. The consensus of opinion

is that Port Arthur was surrendered prema-

turely.

The considerations which entered into the mili-
tary problem which General Stoessel had to face

are summed up here as embracing a choice be-

tween standing out to the last ditch, and in that

way keeping the besieging army engaged and
not free to strike at another point, and surren-

dering because the ultimate result was appar-
ently hopeless.

BELIEVE SENTENCE JUSTIFIED.

Anatole Mikhailovitch Ptoessel was born in

IMS and entered the army in 1564. He comes
from a family of military men His grandfather,

General Ivan Stoessel. fought acainst Xapoleon
and governed Tsarskoe-Selo: his father. Mikhail
Stoessel, joined the Orthodox Church and served
in the Emperor's Uhlan Guards, and he himself

served with the Bulgarian militia during the
Turkish War of 1577-'7S. and took part

in the Chinese expedition of 1900-'OI. Yet as late

as 1900 Stoessel was known only a* the com-
mander of a Siberian rifle regiment, and his
chance did not come until the Boxer rising, when
he was the first commander to enter Tien-Tsin.
and rose to the rank of major general for dash
displayed ii the attack on the Chinese capital

si... --• has been a most severe disciplinarian.

It is related of him that he his sentenced many

men to death for infractions of the regulations.

and he is far from popular in the Russian army.

In September. 1906. Bmperor Nicholas ordered
that unless either unanimously acquitted or
punished by the commission General Stoessel
should be retried by a supreme court martial, and
the trial which has just come v; an end was the
outcome of these instruction* The general re-
ll.ll>>! from the army, as he preferred to face

the court in civilian garb rather than in uui-
fcrm

General Relss was accused of disregarding the
interests of Russia in the negotiations for the sur-
render, and of exasperating the dangers of the
situation in order further to terrifyGcneral Stoes-
seL #

General Fock was (harped with the premature
evacuation of important fortifications in order to
impress the garrison with the necessity for a
speedy surrender. The advocate general concluded
as follows:

The used, must receive the most severe pen-
alty provided by law in order that the principle
: timed in the time of Nicholas T. that the
Russian tlasr. one hoisted, must never be lowered,
be maintained.

In summing up for the defence Deputy Synlanoflf,
counsel for General Btoessel, pleaded for the ac-
quittal of his client. He said that Russia's ceneral
unpreparedness for th» conflict with Japan had led
to a series of disasters for which indignant public
opinion was now se^kinc a scapegoat. The defence
of Port Arthur was the one brisht spot of the en-
tire war. in spite of the fact That the fortress lacked
ell the requirements of modern defence. Failure to
negotiate with the Japanese would have meant the
sacrifice of the entire garrison M. Syrtlanoff

closed his address with -he following words:
"General Btoessel is an old and invalid soldier,

and he faces his judges to-day asking only for jus-
tice."

The final word was given to the accused preneral.

He uttered only a few sentences, in a firm voice,
and shouldered the entire responsibility for the
surrender of Port Arthur. "If the court decides
that the surrender was a crime," he concluded, "I
ask for the death sentence."

STORY OF THE TRIAL
The _-.-_-''- oof death upon Lieu-

tf-j,!;:Owral Btoessei is a har?h and traeic en<2-
\u25a0»- to th" "-ar^er of this Russian commander, who
r;;r« rears sco w acclaimed around the world
\u25a0^ tins -hero of Port Arthur.'" Tbe general, who

wris dec«>ra:e<l by Emperor William of Germany

and honored by the Russian army for his gallant

iVfoice of the Port Arthur fortress, has now been

tried and found wanting :n courage and capability

>v Ids aim Tv-or'f- a"*l sentenced to give up his
Sf« to ;bo f.-tlrh of army vvc?'Az>-.
tw tfjj]ichich has jusi rome to an end opened

•?,'=\u2666. jv.:or?r>urp on December 10. 1907. when Gen-
,_.^ stoessel appeared befnrr an asseniblaße of his

<*••. comrades in anr.«. The punishment for the
nTTfnce rhnrer-d JXair.sT th<- general, by the Russian

:-->. is d^ath. The trial has excited the most Intense
i-:r-c-': in army cir<'es. and the little auditorium
Jn t!ie Army and Navy Club of St. Petersburg.

*\u25a0-\u25a0 ef« th* bearinpi! were held. lias b«*<r: crowded

N-. privates as well as officers in ;he army ever
=-...

,
he opening of the cs.se. The stand taken by

OeneralE Etoepse!. R'isp and Fork iras that the
rale of fort Arthur <ra? Pealed with the capture

rf th« I^cl^t'f Nest nnd two oiher positions.

£\u25a0'•• point remaining ir- tb« hands of th° Rus "

V..-.9 exposed to th* Japanese r_*\ «nd th"

t^-raUed Pecbnd ar.4 third lines of dofenc- were
absolutely ralaeiees.

When :h« court martial ronvfn^d '\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0'

\u2666 nre <>rierr.l Stoossel appeared in civilian attire.
\u0084.,. made*hini r^n-p'ruou?. He wore around

bis r.e-~k the cordon of i!i<> >JiliT;*ry Order of St.
r.r-^r^f, which was oonf^rred upon hWn by the Km-
peror flnrins the s=!"ce. and on hi- breast was

plr.n*d tbe Cro«s -<f George 111. awarded for con-

\u25baPicooua br^v-ry In frontW fighting. The otliT

\u25a0 ':«'d offi-ers. OneralF Poc-k. Rolps and Smirnoff.

rmian to court <"lad in Ih^ir uniform?. The Indict-

ment apainst Ge^mi Smirnoff .harped him with

!-av;r;c fa'ied Jo leniove Oneral Fock from his
rosmnaad aUhvuer be suspected the agreement

between Generals Su«>«s«>l and Fock to surrender

tirf- fort:'?- Instead or preventing the capttula-

uca. General PralrxwJff contented himself with tele-
rraphlns to Oe.ieral Kuropatkin asking him either
ficeafirtn htan iihis appointment as commander
• f Port Arthur, or ~o remove him from his j>o.«t

and [ts attridant responsibility.
Tr.« first few days of the trial were taken up with

ih*-presentation of tbe voluminous indictment and

tb« <rha-ges in detail. Or. December 12 General
K-;rora'kin app^l

"'^ in court and l:is testimony

grated a wnaticiL He d^lr.red that the Icpan-

rt
,rojM»-a-.-«. tak-r. !'«•> Arthur by assault in the

w!y day* of the »;.r. The defences were then so
;.,«-r.Trp'fte that f." fortress roust have fallen at

-« ..,
Xt vigorous \u25a0ttack;'bui the Blowuess of xh<-

fH^n's* ard the resistance made by the army in

U» Betd »ra%e th" Busrfana tim« t'. improvise d--

f<n« wo-ks. which ultimately withstood the Jaran-... months Oerjeral Kuropatkln> evidence j
pit f,.,0i •!)!«• to General Stoesscl. i

tt-Jiti *be progrei.« of ihe trial General . ,c artt-*ivame fonvin^ed that the court wa<= excluding \u25a0rtt-

r,,r \u0084.„ ,u-f-nc and wherwtee discriminatln*
him. lie £: one* sent "a P«»t«rt direct to

Kajieio? NKholas. iwlas rwuJl Hie K.MiH-ro, sent

a perwoi iid^Je^amp to attend the trial and

Tankb * r^p»-t cir.ct to himself. It was then

anSUaiOi thkX ... judges at one* began showing

tin celtuce greater consideration than theretofore. ]

David Graham Phillips Is the author of "Jack
<"aji<ll"ss's Pull." »* short »tory In naxt Sunday's
MngKztnp bectkaa of The Tribune.

SENDS PHONOGRAPH TO TOLSTOY.
Tasnaya polyai Russia. Feb. 20.—Count Leo

Tolstoy has received from Thomas a. Edison a

phonograph of th( latest an<l most approved pattern

With the Instrument Line a letter from the Ameri-
can inventor espreintng his hicli regard for Count
Tolstoy anil requesting thai the Russian author
send hit B phonographic record of his Own voice,

f'onsequently Count Tolstoy will return a cylinder
bearing several interpretations of the text of the
OospH. i\c will speak In English] a language of
which h. .- master.

DIVERS FAILED TO DIVE: ARRESTED
•' -

AC-nr'. \u25a0 The Trlhjr-- |

\u0084• Jfexi< o, Feb. 20 Thre< Americans

eni to M' inerev to rive an exhibition oJ.. been arrested and are in jail
• place, "iith« charge of failure to give

the performance as dvertised. The receipts

irer*confiscated bj the monicipaJ governor and

a fln» of $1,000 iras Imposed upon each of Urn
performers. The divers are Harry Russell. John
Zeeley and John Scanlan. It Is no* known how

1.-i.c they will be kept lr. jail

1 . water Leaked out of the tank into vrhlch
thej were to dive, but the authorities refused

. \u0084. this as an excuse for failure to give

t \u25a0 :. (>\u25a0 rformanc*

i 'iiialiei c •

• della Eto i tone Binger
;inii teacher, wa*! born at Palermo on January IS,
1822 His family belonged to the nobility and
his father whs G • General of Sl< lly for
four years While studying law and philosoph:

in .'.I- native city he took singing lessons and
continued them :n Milan W:*n exil^.l for par-

ticipation in the revolutionarj movement <-f 1S4 1«

he took refuge in this countrj and made his
debut as an opera singer 'He then
went I"London ami studied undei Garcia In
i'.r.L' he married Mile Graumann, who had already

won high standing as ;i concert singer, and they
• opera in Berlin, Brussels, London and

Italy \u25a0
• begs cl Ing in the Vienna

« 'onset •
\u25a0

•
\u25a0

'•• :'} Paris. »
famous. Signor

\u25a0•\u25a0 a number \u25a0 I

man i
'

\u25a0 \u25a0 -••::>:\u25a0; and I \u25a0 \u25a0 many

nto rtallan He wrote a n imbe j

works In music and composed several \u25a0

gercise? Ii- and Mmc Marches
;. •

.:
- Ionl surviving

one fs Mmc Blanche Marchesi, Baronne Caeca-,, ... \u25a0... is a well known opera singer and has
,... : preparing pupils for her mother for -• •

jears

Husband of Mme. Marchesi. the Singer and
Teacher. Expires ilParis.

Feb -"-An official announcement was
made this evening that lime. Mathilde de Castrone
Marches!, the famous singer and vocal teacher.
had died ir. this i\u25a0'.• to-day, bui thts boob was fol
lowed by a statement that it was not Mme. Mar-
ches! who had died, but her husband, Salvatore
Marchesi, Marquis ,:• Castrone. an Italian com-
poser and singei The mistake arose through ''.:"

wording \u25a0

'
the original announcement issued

newspapers from the M ildence.
Mmi Man he .- prostr ited on acco i of . •\u25a0\u25a0

.

DEATH OF MARQUIS DE CASTRONE

Margherita of Italy Takes Little One to

Hospital and Gives Her a BigDoll.

Rome. Feb. 20.
—

An automobile In which
) \u25a0

\u25a0 Dowager Margherita was riding to-day
ran over a five-year-old girl, who. however, was
only slightly Injured. The alighted from
the automobile, lifted the child In her arms and
drove with her to the hospital She then sent

for the mother and presented to the child a big
doll, which was put Into the little bed next to
her. The Queen would not leave the child until
assured that she would be weH «:r;i!:! within a
few days.

QUEENS ATJTO RUNS OVER CHILD.

The commission took no action, and several
members advocated that the matter be discussed
at length before the Douma. A complete reor-
ganization of the admiralty is generally held to
be essential before the new plans can be adopted

An alternative minor programme also was
submitted. This provides tor the construction
of only four battleships and a fleet of smaller
vessels. The estimated expenditure under this

schedule is $225,000,000.

Russian Admiral tit Call* for Ejp~

. penditure of $I,O7BJDOOJMO.

St P^t^rsburg. Feb .*'>.
—

Representatives of
the Russian Admiralty submitted to-day to the

Commission of National Defence of the Douraa
the financial outline of the much discussed naval
programme. The matter was discussed with
Open door." instead of in private, as had been
• xpected.

The programme is to be completed in 1917. and
it includes not only the construction of a fleet
of battleships, but also a certain amount of
hydro.erraphic work at several of the ports of
Russia. The expenditures involved amount to
$1,678,699,090, and increase yearly from the $43.-
500,000 already included in the budget of 1908
for the laying down of four new battleships to a
maximum of $125,000,000 in 1914. The expend-

iture then decreases to $55,000,000 in 1918, and
the subsequent expenditures are to be main-
tained at this figure. One of the. features of

the programme is a duplicate complement of
guns for every ship to be constructed.

In reply to a question Admiral AVirenius. chief
of the general staff of the navy, declared that

the Russian yard.- would be able to handle and
complete the entire programme. Including the
installation of turbine machinery and other late
developments in naval construction. The first
ships called for are to be completed in four
years and the others in three years after they

are laid down. s

PLAXS A GREAT NAVY

• —
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DEATH FOR STOESSEL
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