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THE NEWS THIS MORNING.

CONGRESS.—Senate: Mr Gallinger and Mr.
Depew spoke in support of the ocean mail sub-
sidy bill, and Mr. Whyte and Mr. Simmons at-
tacked the Aldrich currency bill. ——— House:
The Committee on Rules was overruled by its
chairman, Speaker Cannon; consideration of the
army appropriation bill was begun.

YOREIGN.—The combined British army and
navy estimates showed an increase of $3,000,000;
the naval plans provided for an expenditure of
$4,500,000 more than last year's figures. ———
Lord Fitzmaurice, Under Secretary 1o the For-
eign Office, defined in the House of Lords Great

having ouly narrow
the city had had a protracted of the
mmgaorsuchnrsontheemnd
roads. lthadalsoseenantheBrooklyn

| Bridge how much more quickly cars with addi-
! tional doors could be loaded and umloaded.
Patching up of the present equipment in the

way suggested by Mr. Arnold will serve very
well as @ makeshift in the case of the existing
subway, but no such mistake should be repeated
in the subways that are to be built. They must
be designed to carry the largest number of pas-
sengers possible with the utmost speed  and
comfort. There are weighty reasons why this
should be so, aside from the convenience of the
public. A subway is the most expensive type of
railroad that can be built. On account, there-

fore. of the tremendous outlay of capital neces-.

sary for its construction it should be equipped so
as to admit of the greatest possibie number of
trains and carry the greatest.possible number
of passengers. Its earnings to the mile will
thereby be made as large as possible and the
construction and operation of subways will be
rendered most attractive to capital. Subways

are too expensive a mode of transportation not |

to be used to their utmost capacity. The signal
system, for instance, on the present express
tracks places an arbitrary and unnecessary re-
striction upon the frequency with which trains
can be operated. It thus limits the line's earn-
ing capacity, and so, like the present type of
cars, it is prejudicial to the interests both of the
public and of the rapid transit company. But in
the equipment of future subways it will be
necessary to bear in mind also the comfort of
the travelling public. In the present type of
car there are too few seats in proportion to the

| passengers carried. The distinct purpose hith-

erto has been to provide the minimum of seats
and the maximum of standing room, for it has
been the policy of the companies to carry most
of their passengers to and from work standing.
The new subways should be equipped with cars
having a considerably increased seating ca-
pacity.

THE NORTH RIVER TUNNELS,

The comment may seem trite, but it is true
and it is also vitally significant, that to-day
marks the beginning of a new era for the
northern part of the state of New Jersey, nnd
also in only a less degree for the city of New
York. For many years direct land connection
between the communities on the opposite banks
of the North River has heen desired, conteimn-
plated and planned.
the work of providing it was begun, but it
lagzed dismally, and only in recent years has
it been taken up anew and pushed with a zem
apd energy comparable with its urgent im-
portance. To-day sees it completed so far as to
afford the desired transit through one set of
tunnels, with an assured prospect of duplicate
and triplicate sets in the not distant future.

The event means wuch for the populous com-
munities of half a dozen nearby counties in
New Jersey, which are both socially and indus-
trially tributary to this metropelis. Those re-
gions have long been regarded as a part of
New York's suburbs, and a very attractive part.
The numerous railroads traversing them have
been great arteries of humanity, sending
streams of life into New York every mording
and withdrawing them again every evening.

| Those scores of thousands of people engaged in

Britain's attitude toward the Congo questioen, !

laying stress on the desirability of co-operation
with the United Sates. - The report that
Sir Henry Campbell-Bannerman had cffered to
resign the premiership was denied. —— Great
crowds visited the American battleships in
Callao Harbor; Admiral Evans's system of shore
patrols has resulted in excellent order being
kept: R. P. Lewis, a sailor, w ho died on board
the Illinols, was buried on Sunday The
American torpedo flotilla will leave Talcahuano
to-day for Callao, where it is expected arrive
on March 1.——— Private advices to German
firms trading in Japan, confirm reports of
serious financial trouble in the Eastern emprie;
transfers from London to Tokio are expected to
disturb European money markets. Nunzio
Nasi, former Minister of Public Instruction, was
sentenced by the Senate sitting as a high court
at Rome, to eleven months and twenty days in
prison for thefts from the Sate Treasury
Three persons, all members of the Itai

ony, were murdered in Montreal within sfkty
hours. A provisional agreement

six
“nhding
the strike in the Tyne shipyards was reached at
London.

DOMESTIC.—The United States Supreme
Court decided that Section 1 of the Elkins act
had not been repealed by the Hepburn railroad
rate law, and that fines were legally imposed on
the Greet Northern Railroad for granting re-
bates in vielation of that section. —— Secre-
tary Cortelyou issued a call on national bank
depositarics for about $35,000,000 of the public
funds held by them. ——— A sharp attack on the
system of finance in New York City was made

ing his resolution calling on Controller Metz for
full information in regard to the city's debt.
= It is pected that there will be contests
in all! Massachusetts Congress districts between
the Taft men, who want the delegates Instruct-
ed. and those who desire that there shall be no
instructions; plans to organize the Hughes sen-
timent in New England were discussed in Bos-
ton. ——— The reply of the State Superintendent
of Imnsurance, GOtto Kelsey, to the
charges, acticn on which is nending in the State
Senate, was made public, in which he defends
his course in office and declares the allegations

CITY.—Stocks were dull and irregular

It was said that Benjamin 3. Odell, jr, was
making plans to put himself in control of the
city and state Republican crganizations —
Members of the city’'s water board evidently
considered the Peckskill epide: highly dan-
gerous to the city's water suj ;. ———= The

all sorts of yprofitable occupations have enor-
mousiy contributed to the greatness of New

| York. while the business opportunities and so-

¢i1al advantages of the metropolis have in turn

. reflected immeasurable benefits upon New Jer-

sey. Those processes may be expected to con-
tinue indefinitely, and to be greatly extended
with the extension of facilities of transit.

The new and commodious means of interstate
and intercity communieation to be opened to-day

| will undoubtedly prove of great benefit to both

sides of the river, and of sufficient importance
to warrant all the attention and cireumstance
which are bestowed upon it. Those who
planned it and who have sunccessfully pushed
the great work to completion are entitled to
hoth the congratulations and the gratitude of
the public whose convenience and welfare they
have thus promoted.

VOTE IN OHIO.

“The Sandusky Register” tells us that our
comments on the result of the recent primary
election in Ohio were “based on a misappre-
hension of facts.” We sald on February 13,
when thé returns from the election came in,
that the Republicaus of Ohio had “indicated as
“plainly as possible that they stand by the ad-
“ministration and its policies and favor a unani-

THE

by Assemblyman Bennett at Albany in advocat- | “mons indorsement of Necretary Taft as Ohio's

“chwice for the Presidential momination.” This
view was accepted by practically every news-
paper in the United States outside of Ohio.
Nor was there any reason why the vote at the
primaries should not have been construed as
a complete victory for the Taft forces. Virtually

| every county in the state which voted elected

Fleming |

| other means avowedly to aveid expense.

Taft deiegates to the stiate convention. In those
counties which did not held primaries there
wege no contests, and delegates were named by

But

| as far as could be judged no effective opposition

investigation into the affairs of H:.r-'uughr Presi- |

dent Haffen's office was begun.

The Hud- |

son & Manbattan Railrcad Company was ready |

1o open its tunnel service uader the Hudson |
River. ——=— Counsel for Charles. W. Morse
&sked the court for permission to inspect the
minutes of the grand ju that indicted him.

THE WEATHER.
Cloudy and warmer.
day:

Indicaticns for to-day:
The temperature \’l'Sle}-
Highest, 31 degrees; lowest, 19.

A NECESSARY CHANGE.
The Public Service Commnission has invited
the Interborough Rapid Transit Company to

shew cause why it should not put additional
doors into its subway cars.

report of Mr. Bion J. Arnold. the tractione ex-
pert, that such doors may be practicably bailt
into the existing rolling stock without weaken-
ing it, that they will shorten the loading and
unloading periods at thh stations, and thus per-
mit the running of many mere trains. At pres-
ent it is possible to operate about thirty trains
an bour. With additional doors it would be
possible *o operate forty trains an hour. The
stops 8t the express stations would be cut down
twenty-five seconds. Cars of the preseut type
are an actual handicap to the operating (;mx-
pany. They restrict its capacity to carry passen-
gers. and unless aiterations are made it will
be impossible, long before additional subwavs
cap be built, for the company to handle the
crowds.

The additional doors which Mr. Arnold sng-
gests would be placed near each end of the car
and wsed as exits, while the old doors served
@8 enfrances. By this means passengers could
Doard and ieave fhe cars at the same time, and
the mxnt Jamming of throngs moving i oppo-
site directious could be avoided. The altera-
tions would take frow euch car eight of the
already too few seais, but this would be more
thau compensated for by the addition to the
number of trains possible to operate. This tipe
of car, with the exira doors near the v.lvds
rather than in the middle, Mr. Arnold (xmsid;'rs
better adapted 1o subway traffic on account of
curved platformus and for other reasons than
any other of the various types suggested. i The
present cars could also be more readily altered
by Lis plan than in any cther way m.ulder to
provide additional doors.

't was auly extreme lack of foresight thyt

to Mr. Taft's candidacy was manifested in any
part of the state. “The Register,” in the face
of the utter collapse of the anti-Taft mave-
ment, iusists that the result of the contest for
delegates ou February 12 Qad no significance.
It asserts: “We wish to say that there is no
“clearly defined and expressed wish of the Re-
“publican voters of Ohio so far.” To support
this assertion it cites what it says happened in

| Erie County, of which Sandusky is the chief

city. Here is the substance of its complaint:
We have had no primaries in this county; we
have had no election of delegates; the people
have not been asked to veote for anybody for
delegates to the state conventlon. Nine-tenths
of the voters of this county do not even know,
except through the newspapers, whether any-
body is to represent this county in the state
convention. The collector of the port here called

{ into consultation one or two others and selected

: When the hearing !
is beld the commission will be fortiied by the |
| sent to Vorys at Columbus, who did not know

men to represent the Republicans of Erie Coun-
ty In the state convention, and this list was

one of them probably, and he certified the list
as the Taft delegation from Erie County. Not
another Republican in the county had any voice
in the matter whatever, nor was any notice
givem of any election, of any convention, of any
effort on the part of anybody to select a dele-
gation from this county, and what is true of
this county is true of more than half the coun-
ties*in the state

We repreduce this statement because it is
only fair to allow a disputant to have his say.
Yet if all that our Sandusky contemporary say's
is true it does not by any means follow that
the true sentiment of the voters of Ohio has
not been expressed in the choice of delegates
to the state convention. The Erie County Re-
publican Committee, if we remember rightly
indorsed Mr. Taft's candidacy a couple c‘yf
months ago, then repudiated that indorsement

and finally recousidered the repudiation. The
anti-Taft forces were much stronger in Erie
than in most of the other Ohio counties. “The

tegister” has itself conducted for months a
vigorous anti-Taft and pro-Foraker campaign.
1t was the desire and purpose of the eall for the
state convention that the voters in each county
should have a chance to pass on the jsgues il;-
volved in Mr. Taft's contest with the two
United States Senators. A primary could cer-
tainly have been held in Erie County if there
had been any serious demand for it. We do
not imagine that if “The Register” and any
considerable number of Republlican voters lm;J
ingisted on holding an election the county com-
mittee counld have or would have disregarded
thelr demand on the plea of excessive expense.
The fact was, apparently, that throughout

i the state *»2 oppositi~u caref"yv avojded any

Nearly a generation ago |

test which would shew its voting strength. It
realized that it was playlng an ungracious and
futile role in trying to embarrass
dacy of an eminently eligible favorite son,
{ whose chances of capturing the Presidential
| nomination were excellent. State pride and in-
' terest alone would have urged cordial support
! of a promising home candidate, and apart from
| the issues between the Secretary of War and
the two Senators would have discouraged any
| demonstration injurious te Mr. Taft. This feel-
|ing was strong in all the counties and led in
i many to a general acquiescence in the election
iof Taft delegates. We are clined to think
ithat it governed in Erie County, and would hm‘s
| governed just as effectually if *“The Register
{and the anti-Taft members of the county com-
i mittee had bestirred themselves and insisted
| that a county primary should be held.

PHYSICAL VALUATION.
It is enlightening, in' regard to the attitude
with which the currency question is approached,
' to observe that an influential group proposes to
' complicate so vital a matter with so disputa-
| tious a teopic as the physical valuation of rail-

,roads. The sooner Congress learns to treat the
eurrency as a problem worthy of patient con-
sideration by itself, and not as one to be in-
! yolved with measures adapted to improve the
market for railroad bonds or to the carrying out
of separate projects, the better it will be for
the country. In no other nation would currency
reform be entangled with an utterly uhrelated
economic reform of uncertain value.

No doubt Congress should cousider the ques-
| tion of ordering a physical valuation’ of rail-
| ways, for there are persous all over the coun-
{tr_v who think that in some mysterious way
{ they would be much better off and much hap-
| pier if official appraisers made a guess at the
" worth of railway property. But this should be
| taken up independently and not lugged into
| the statute beoks by the ears. For our part we
| have never been able to understand the attrac-
}tion which this notion of a physical valuation
| has for many minds. How is the physical value
'to be settled beyond a doubt? No two persons
| agree on the principles on which the appraise-
ment should be made. Who can tell what the
phiysical value of railway properiy is wholly
apart from its earning power? The fixing of

the value of real estate in this eity is a sim- |

' ple matter compared with that of determining
| the worth of the vast property of the rail

roads. Yet our tax departinent complains that
it cannot assess the property here with any
. and is asking for a law to

degree of aceuracy
estate transfers of

compel the statement in real 1

| the consideration involved so that it can ob-
| tain the actual values from the deeds. Con-
demnation commissioners spend much time and
| money in determining the value of property
| purchased by the city, but the results they ob-
| taingire very unsatisfactory. In the Gas Trust
iv:lse the value of the company’s property was
i estimated by a commiitee of the Legisiature,
| then by a master in chancery. and then by a
| federal judge, and no two of the estimates
nor were they even nearly alike. Yet
in this instance only 2 comparatively small
property was under consideration, something
in value between $50.000,000 and  $100,000,000.
The railroad property is estimated at about
£13.000,000,000, How much of that is “physical”
—_whatever that means—we do not know. But
the valuation of =e tremendous a property

suld be extremely costly and its r
Xe process had been better thought out than at
present. would be very inconclusive.

e e
MR. ASQUITH.

Precedent and precedence pr("._':\il at St. Ste-
phen’s, in the present case happily - according
{ with fitness, and in consequence Mr. Asquith be-
comes the placeholder of Sir Henry Campbell-
Bannerman as leader of the House of Commons
and substantially acting Prime Minister, with a
practical assurance of succeeding to those places
in the contingency of Sir Henrv's retirement.
This arrangement Is precisely what was to bhe
expected. For with the single exception of Mr.
Morley Mr. Asquith is the senlor Liberal of
ministerial rank in the Commons, and Mr. Mor-
ley Is so much more 2 philosophic statesman
than a practical party leader that he probably
would far prefer to see Mr. Asguith than him-
self in Downing Street.

There is practical fitness in Mr. Asquith's
leadership at this time, moreover, because he is
Chancellior of the Exchequer, and the chief con-
troversial matters which will come before Par-
liament at this sesston are financial, such as the
budget, the old age pensions bill and the licens-
ing biil. These will chiefly occupy the attention
of the House for the next three months or more,
and as Mr. Asquith is respousible for them he
mnst of necessity be the foremost figure on the
government side. He bears some resemnblance
to Mr. Chamberlain in being a “first class fight-
i’ man,” and will doubtless rejoice in the
stress and storm which will rage about him in
' the debates over his measures, though there are
those who wonder whether a larger degree of
snavity and mellowness and the gift of taetful
concilintion, such as “C.-B.” pessesses, would
not be desirable in a leader, even at the expeuse
of some pugnacity and ALLITESSIVeNness.,
¢ The most significant feature of the case, how-
ever, is the quallty of Mr. Asquith’s Liberalism.
1le was one of Mr. Gladstone's “discoveries” and
one of the Lappiest and most valuable of them.
But he was not inclined to follow Mr. Gladstone
to the full extremes of radicalism which the
latter sought in his closing years. Rather did
he incline toward the policies of Lord Rosebery,
in whose Ministry he loyally served. He will
dlmost certainly reslst concessions to socialism
or to the radical Laborites; indeed, he has long
been an object of Laborite animosity, as also of
“suffragette” wrath. But his commanding intel-
| lectual power, his unfailing caution and discre-
tion and his loyalty to the best traditions of
Liberalism commend him to the confidence of
the majority of his party, and to that of the
Jritish nation irrespective of party lines.

| agreed,

THE BALTIC.

There will be much satisfaction and reassur-
ance in the contirmation of the report frem
Copenhagen that Russia has abandoned her
plans for fortifying (he Aland Islands. Ever
since the revelation of those plans Sweden has
earnestly protested against them, on both legal
and moral grounds, arguing that to fortify those
islands would he a distinet and flagrant viela-
tion of the Treaty of Paris of 1854, In which
Russia agreed not to fortify the islands or to
put military or naval establishments upon them,
and that it would be a direct menace to Sweden
and could tndeed have no other purport.

A glance at the map shows how well
zrounded is this latter contention. The Aland
Islands lie in the ceutre of the entrance to the
Gulf of Bothnia, completely commanding it
They are less than seventy-five miles from
Stockholm, and, of course, command all access
to Getle, Soderhamn, Hernésand and the other
important Swedish ports on the Gulf of
Bothnia.
menace to Sweden.
@o Russia, save in the sense that aggression is
:d.-f.nm-o, for nobody would ever think of at-
| tacking Russia through the Finnish coast of
. the Gulf of Bothnia, and the islands lie en-
! tirely too far north of the entrance to the Gulf
of Finland to be of service im defending the

the candi-

4

! 0 many edu

!
|

f

- spelling  affected by the writer of a
esults, untll |

Thus their fortification would be a
But it would be no defence

It will be to the credit of Russia and the ad-
vantage of Europe to have the scheme aban-
doned.

The general control of the Baltic has also been
the subject of much discussion of late, in which |
/Russia, Germany, Sweden and Denmark bave
been involved. There is reason for confidence
that the existing status will not be disturbed. '

however, because of the variety and magnitude |

of the interests at stake. Denmark holds the
key of the situation. and her neutrality is not !
likely to be impaired. An additional guarantes |
of the status guo is afforded in the Norwegian
neutrality treaty, in which Norway binds her-
self not to cede any part of her territory to any
other power or to permit occupation of it by
any. and Great Britain, Germany, France and
Russia bind themselves to respect and to de-
fend against all comers the territorial integrity
of Norway. In such circumstances the peace
and integrity of the Scandinavian countries
should be secure and the Baltie should remaln
a free and an open sea.

BREAKING A BAD SPELL.

For many years prior to the organization of
the simplified spelling board there had been a
feeling on the part of the heads of the higher
institutions of learning that the idea had per-
meated the academic student body of the coun-
try, and several college presidents were out-
spoken in their expressions of disapproval of
a system which brought young men to their
doors who were unable to spell correctly an
overwhelming proportion of the simpler words
in general use, not to mention the more in-
volved creations of several svliables. Maga-
zine articles without number were written an-
alyzing the causes of the had spell under which
the country seemed to be laboring, but the
problem at last became too great, and the ad-
voeates of old-fashioned spelling gave it up and
left the field to the simplified” spellers, who,
hopeless of ever bringing the student mountain
to the Mahomet of correct spelling according
fo the dictionary, determined to bring Mahomet
to the mountain.

Apparently, however, one Massachusetts man
had not entirely given up hope. for in his will,
which has just been filed for probate in Salem,
it is found that he left $5,000 to be used “to
“inculeate the art of real spelling in the minds
“of posterity.” Being an old-fashioned man, the
testator had rather old-fashioned ideas as to

how best to accomplish this end. He seeks
no psychological grounds for the existence of
ated misspellers, and acts on the
assumption that inability to spell, like inability
to dodge an automobile, swim or repeat the
alphabet backward, is due to lack og pmctiv:-.
He therefore specifies that the income from this
fund shall be used to provide cash prizes and |
medals for winners of spelling contests whieh
are to be held once a year, and in order to avoid
any misunderstanding as to his purpose he
definitely bars “simplified spelling.”

Just what chance the new movement will
have in competition with that of the simplified
spellers, with their large endowment fund, doth
not yet appear, but with & generous amount of
public sentiment behind a movement for the
old-fashioned spelling of our fathers it
yet he possible to tell from the sort of
letter
whether he !s or is not a2 man of education.
Just at present such a communication is en-
tirely non-committal on this point. The writer
may be a college man who ean make the dead
sit up and take notice and read the
riptions in the ruins of Babylon

good,
may

Janguages
cuneiform Insc !
backward, while he exhibits’the eccentricities of

|
the simplified spelling cult, or he may be just

simply ignorant. The letter tells no tales. But ’
in the dispatch from Salem there is a gleam of
hope. All is not lost so long as the $35,000 is im

sight.

The Supreme Court’s decision that the Hep-
burn railroad rate act, which was intended to
continue and amend the Elkins law and the
interstate commerce commission law, did not
repeal the legislation which it enlarged Is wel-
come and not at all unexpected. The intent of
Congress is not in this instance frustrated by
poor statutory draftsmanship.

—

Senator Knox's bill authorizing the retirement
on full pay of any federal judge who has
reached the age of seventy, after serving ten
years, ought to receive favorable consideration
from Cangress. The federal district and eir-
cuit judges are plainly underpaid, salaries of
$6,000 and $7.000 being hardly commensurate
with the importance and character of their
labors. It is only fair that liberal retirement
allowances should make up in part for rather
meagre compensation while on active duty.

THE TALK OF THE DAY.

“Palmistry is a good business,” according to a
practitioner who has Leen confessing to “The Phil-
adelphia Record.” “T've been in it for twenty-four
years now, and it's a poor day I can’t make $15 or
$20. The publiz love to be fooled, and men needn’t
sneer and say women are easily taken in, for men
are my best customers,” sald the palmist. “Oh,
more woman come to me on the average than men;
but the men believe everything 1 tell tliem every
while some of the women are hard to handle.

time,
In my experience a man, even the shrewdest, 1s
more gullible than a woman. Of course,” she

added, modestly, “‘the business takes a pretty quick
reader of charaicter and cne who can flatter tact-

fully.”

Bobhy—I belleve you are engaged to Mr. Snooks
at last, sis! -~

Sis— What makes you think so?

Bobby—Because he's stopped glving me pennies!
—London Opinion.

In all monarchies the killing of the King or em-
peror, “The Law Journal,” of London, points out,
“is perhaps the gravest form of high treason.”
“The Journal” adds: “In one courtry, Italy, sen-
tence of death cannot be imposed, and in Portugal
we believe that capital punishment Is not used, if
not abolished. Under the law of treason of the
United Kingdom, which has been applied to most !
of the King's dominions abroad, with or without |
statutery modifications, the killing of the King 13‘
a capital offence by the statute of treasons. It is
there described as ‘compassing or imagining the
death of our lord the King” By later legislation
(of 1800) the elaborate provisions special to trials
for treason do not apply to assassination of the
sovercign or a direct attempt on his life, and such
ffences are tried in the same manner as wilful
murder. The resilt is that in substance, though
rot in form, the killing of the sovereign is triable
and punishable in the same manner as the wilful
murder, of a subject, but the Crown may direct the
execution to be by decapitation instead of hang-
ing.”

Father—Why, when I was your age I didn’'t have
as much money in a month as you spend in a day.

Daughter—Well, dad, don't scold me about it.

g'hy idn't you talk to grandfather?—Illustrated
its.
The twenty-fifth anniversary of tha death of

Richard Wagner brought Wagner stories, old and
new, true and false. In great numbers into the Ger-
man papers. Omne of these, published in a Vienna
paper, entitled “Jean Paul as & Waguer Prophet,”
is to the effect that in the second decade of the last
century he wrote an intrcduction to one of the
works of C. T. A. Hoffmann. “Before this was
finished,” so goes the story, “Jean Paul heard that
Hoffmann was not only a poet, but a musician of
no mean order, and he added to his introduction:
‘So much the better, so much more seldom. Here-

|
|
|

| tofore the sun god has always bestowed the gift of

approach to Cronstadt and St. Petersburg. Such |

defence is to be made at Hango,
Iteval rather than on the Alands. In
| Russian fortification of the Alands would be
comparable with British fortification of Heli-

Dago and
brief, |

| goland when the United Kingdom owned that |

Uisland, and it is easy to see how intolerably
offensive that would have been to Germany. 1t
D would comnel Sweden in sell-deleice to wop-

 Suar.

poetry with his right and the gift of music with
his left hand upon men so far apart that we are
suill waiting for the man who can write and com-
pose an opera.’ The introduct.on is dated Rayreuth,
November 24, 1813, the year of Wagner's birth, and,
strangest of all, It was written in the place where
the wish was later realized.”

":\'aw }w)url novel a success?”

Tmoalrand mot, judged by modern -
answered the woman wio write “;ilang:‘ym:h
triends  continue (0 speak 0 mp."—Washingtoa

S S —————

AT THE WHITE HOUSE.
(From The Tribune Bureau.]
Washington, Feb. 24.—The President entertained
- ;‘; 8 N hairmar of the
ew, ©
and Garfield ard Harry tary Taft

returned to-day from
of the discussion about the hoard was brought out

kis report of the political
itles vistted.

Governor Glllette of California was introduced to
the President to-day by Senators Flint and Per-
kins. The Governor will r in in Washington for
about ten days to urge the Rivers and Harbors
Committee of the Housa to improve the California
rivers. .

Other callers at the White House to-day included
Senators Proctor, Bourne and MeCumber, ex-Sena-
tor Stewart, of Nevada; Representatives Olcott,
Flamilton, Gronna, Cushman, Wwylle, Eilis, Younsg,
Madden and Slayden, Interstate Commerce Com-
missioner Knapp and a delegation representing
farmers of sevéral states, who urged the President
to advocate the passage of the Burkett bill, which
provides for the teaching of agriculture in the
normal schools.

——eee
THE DIPLOMATIC CORPS.
{From The Tribune Bureau.]

Washington, Feb. 24—The Italian Ambassador
and Baroness Mayor des Planches will reach Wash-
ington at noon to-MOTToW after a visit of two
weeks In Cuba as the guest of the American Min-
ister. 3

The Japanese counsellor and Mme. Miyaoka en-
tertained at dinner to-night the chargé d'affaires
for Mexico and Sefiora de Godoy, Mr. Kroupensky,
of the Russian Embassy: Miss Harlan, Miss Hag-
nor, Mr. and Mrs. James Knox Taylor, Captain
MecCoy, W. J. Carr ard Major Tanaka, Japanese
military attaché.

The German military attaché and Frau von Li-
vonius will leave Washington to-morrow for a visit
to Florida and the West Indies.

——

" IN WASHINGTON SOCIETY.
[From The Tribune Bureau. ]

Washington, Feb. 24.—Senator and Mrs. De-
pew entertained a number of guests at dinner to-
night, having in the party Associate Justice of the
Supreme Court and Mrs. Brewer, Senator Daniels,
Senator and Mrs. Burrows, Senator and Mrs. Clar-
ence D. Clark, Senator and Mrs. Elkins, Senator
and Mrs. Scott, Senator Warven, Senator and Mrs.
Hopkins, Senator and Mrs. Bulkeley, Senator Dill-
ingham, Mr. and Mrs. John W. Foster, Mrs. Aud-
enreid, Miss Sherrill. Miss Josephine Patten and
Miss Squire. o

Representative and Mrs. Van Vechten Olcott
opened their new house to-nfgik for a small dance,
which was enjoyed by about one hundred and fifty

©of the younger members of society, who were in-

troviuced to their hbuse guestse Mrs. Dexter, the
Misses Cheesman, Mr. de Peyster, Miss Watson,
Henry Fairbanks and Mr. Catchings, all of New
York, and Dr. Mason Knox, of Baltimore. Mr.
and Mrs. Oleott wi'l give a dinner on Wednesday
night and another on Thursday night for their
visitors.

Mr. and Mrs. George Vanderbilt entertained a
large dinner party to-night. The Third Assistant
Secretary of State and Mrs. Huntington Wilson,
who had out invitations for a dinner party to-
night and for several other dinners, have can-
celled all of their social engagements on account
of the sudden death of Mrs. Wilson's uncle, James
Dun, in Florida, last night.

Nearly a hundred of the younger members of so-
clety have organized a dramatic company, and will
present “The Prince of Parchesi,” a musical farce,
in April, for the benefit of the League of jhe Ju-
nior National Republic. Dr. Alfred F. Hopkins is
president of the company; Mrs. William Barret
Ridgely, vice-president; Miss Emily Fitch, secre-
tary; Mrs. Britton, treasurer, gnd Miss Ruth Hal-
ford, business manager. Rehearsals will begin on
March 9, and in the cast with others will be Migs
Olga Converse daughter of Rear Admiral and
Mrs. Converse. The committes ¢n arrangements is
composed of Mrs. Murray Cobb, Mrs. Summerlin,
Mrs. Fleming Newbold and others.

Miss Alice Warder went to New York to-day for
a week with her sister, Mrs. Ralph Ellis. Miss
Ffoulke, whose marriage to the Belgian Minister to
Persia is to take place soon, is also spending the
week in New York.

o ————

NEW YORK SOCIETY.

Tableaux vivans 2s a general rule fall far short
of the masterpieces which they picture in life,
but the tableaug presented yvesterday afternoon and
evening on th& stage in the big ballroom of the
Plaza in connection with an entertainment for
charity were in the opinion of all those who had
the privilege of gazing upon them immeasurably
superior. Thus, according to general consent, Sir
Joshua Reynolds's “Three Graces” never appeared
half so aitractive on his famous canvas as when
portrayed yesterday by Mrs. John Jacob Astor, Mrs.
Henry Rogers Winthrop and Mrs. Edward R.
Thomas, and England’s greatest admiral, Lord Nel-
son, would have had a still greater excuse for his in-
fatuation for Emma, Lady Hamllton, if she had
really resembled Mrs. John Jacob Aster, who fig-
ured as Romney's portrait of the somewhat notori-
ous British Ambassadress at Naples. Another of
Romney's masterpleces, entitled “.\'alurv."‘ was
pictured by Mrs. Frederic O. Beach, and Miss Elsie
Howland was Le Brum's “Girl with a Muff.”

David's “Mme. Recamier,” which has been so
frequently given in tableau by womepn without the
slightest pretenstons to the classic beauty for
which the fair Parisienne In question enjoyed such
world-wide celebrity, was for once in the way
fittingly portrayed by Mrs. Willlam Payne Thomp-
son, and Mrs. Benjamin Guinness, all covered with
gems of barbaric magnificence, was superb in h;-r
role of “Semiramis.”” Miss Bryce appeared as
Burne-Jones's “Hope,” Mrs. James B. Eustis as
“Salammbo,” while owing to a delay in the arrival
of Miss Edith Deacon from Canada, her place as
Sargent’s “Carmencitia” was taken by Mrs. W. K.
Vanderbilt, jr. .

These tableaus were followed by others repre-
senting poses of different periods of dancing, ‘The
first plcture showed a Greek dance, in which Mrs.
Frederic O. Beach, Mrs. James B. Eustis, Miss
Bryce and Miss Moran were seen plcturesquely at-
tired In the classic draperies of the ancient Athens.
They were succeeded by Mliss Nora Langhorne in
the garb of the court of Versailles in the days of
Queen Marie Antoinette, posing as if enxag;d in
the dancing of a minuet. Then Nahan Franko's
orchestra, which had been playing since the be-
ginning of the entertainment, struck up a Spanish
dance, to the strains of which Mrs. Payne Whitney
Mrs. Ernest Iselin, Miss Natalie Howland and Mrs.
William K. Vanderbilt, jr., posed as if fn the midst
of a fandange, though without moving. In fact
the first actual dancing of the entire enteruln:
ment was furnished by Mrs. Howard Cushing, who
very gracefully gave a dance that though ;10m1-
nally Orlental, was essentially FEuropean, not te
say American, in character. ’

After a brief intermission, during which the o
chestra continued to discourse agreeable muai:.
ncbody leaving the seats, the curtains of m.
stage were again pulled aside, offering to‘\'lew lh:
first of the threc tableaus of the pretty pantomim
entitled “Le Réveillon de Pierrette.” Jp sho ,_.;
the atelier or studlo of Pierrot. Plerrette "w
sented by Mrs. Waldorf Astor, arrayed in l‘he ‘fr:
of a midinetie, or Paris workgirl, is mmwt':ll;
sewing, the sounds of Mardi Gras gayeties wmc:

, reach her through the window emphasizing the

sense of the hardships of her own life.
enters, after a long day spent in vain eﬂ::l.s":“
sell any of his pictures, and Plerrette, realizi -
that she must abandon all hope of going to tl::‘
masked ball, of dancing and of a good sy -
afterward, overwheims him with reproaches p.‘:"
dig Hoyt, in the role of Plerrot, endeavors ‘u-n var
t> calm her anger and to explain. Losing -her hu';
completely, she begins to wreek the studio. Pier
rot, endeavoring to restrain her., throws her : -
cldentally to the floor, and then, frightened b ;:
act of brutality and by the sobs of Plerrette ym
ker pardon, and peace is restored. Togethor' (h:'
sit down to a supper of bread and cheese any
water, making belleve that the latter 1|g chamd
pagne and that the bread and cheese are truﬂle;
pheasant, ote. During the supper Pierrot endeav-
ors in vain to sketch Plerrette in various rets
poses, but without satlsfying himself, and ﬂ;:m“.y
worn out, falls asleep at wble. On seving ln{;
FPlerrette quietly extinguishes the light, leans her
head on Plerrot's shoulder and falls asleep as -er
The second tableau represents Pierrot's drea :
With Plerrette he is ¥ntering a restauyrant -hom
cverybody ls in fancy dress and where the ut
most gayety reigns. The revellers include Miss
Cornella Bryce, Mrs. James B. Eustls, Miss Moran,
Mrs. Frederic O. Beach, Mrs. Henry Rogers Win-
throp, Mrs. Howard Cushing, Mrs. Payne Whis

garb of a Pierrot. has been
the mean while, but not enough to
role of Arlequin and to the fact thaf he
is aBout to lose Plerrettd. Suddenly
Leside himself with rage, he seizes a knife
the table and rushes upon Ariequin and Pierretia
but is held back by the other guests, and sees Lww
vanish with Arlequin.

The third tableau shows on
of Plerrot.
It is apparent that Plerrot's
agitated character.
ing
nightmare softly and lovingly wakes h w. Plerrot
on seeing Plerrette beside him,
not lost her, that she is still his
flight with Arlequin was merely a horrible dream.
His happiness is complete, and as he embraces
Plerrette the curtain goes down amid grea’ ap-
plause.

While Mrs. Clarence Mackay took no actugl
part in the performance, she rendered considerabi®
service by “selling souvenir programmes, assisted
by Miss Anita Peabody, Miss Irene Sherman. Mise:
Eleanor Mortimer, Miss Alice Boriand, Miss Kath-
arine Atterbury, Miss Harrlet Alexander, Miss
Dagmar Wetmore and several other young girls.

The performance, which attracted a very large
and enthusiastic audience in the afierncon, was
repeated in the evening before an even still more
brilllant house, tickets for which had been sold
at all sorts of fancy prices In a manner that can-
not fafl to have yvielded a large sum for the charity
in the Interests of which the whole affair had been
organized, namely for the rellef of the poor of
Albermarle County, Va., Mrs. Waldorf Astor's
native county. The Right Rev. Robert A. Gibson,
the Protestant Episcopal Bishop of Virginia, will
have the distribution of the fund, and he was
present yesterday afternoon and evening in his
capacity as the principal patron of the entertain-
ment, supportéd by the following patronesses: Mrs.
Joseph H. Choate,'Mrs. Ogden Mills, Mrs. Cor-
nellus Vanderbilt, Mrs. Henry Rogers Winthrop,
Mrs. Reginald Brooks, Mrs. Waldorf and Mrs
John Jacob Astor, Mrs. William Payne Thomp:en,
Mrs. Benjamin Guinness, Mrs. Edward R. Thom s,
Mrs. William K. Vanderbilt, jr., and Mrs. Clarem>e
Mackay.

At the close of the evening performance there
was an adjournment on the part of the performers
and of the audience to the restaurant, where supper
was served, for which Mrs. Stuyvesant Fish, Mrs.
Astor, Mrs. Vanderbilt, Mrs. Harry Payne Whit-
ney, Mrs. George Jay Gould and many other weil
known women had reserved tables. While supper
was in progress the ballroom was clgared for
dancing, which continued to an early hour this
morning.

It would be useless even to attempt to give the
names of those present at the afternoon and even-
ing performances. It may be sufficient to say that
the entire fashionable world of New York was
present in ferce, and that the smart sets of Beos-
ton, Philadelphia, Washington and even Chicagoe
were well represented. In faect. from an artistie,
from a financial and from a secial point of view,
it may safely be described as the feature of the
present season.

ce more the studios

Mrs. Frederic J. De Peyster has made the for—
mal announcement of the engagement of her el-
dest daughter, Mise Helen Van Courtlandt De Pey-
ster, to Dr. George Augustus Lung. of the United
States navy, who was graduated from the Uni-
versity of Rochester in 1883, served with Samp-
son's squadron in the Spanish-American War and
took part in the reli¢f expedition and march upon
Peking. The wedding will take place in the last

week in April in St. Bartholomew's Church, the
ceremony being performed by Coadjutor Bishop
Greer. Miss De Peyster's only brother, F. Ashton

De Peyster, whose engagement to Miss Alice Aber-
crombie-Miller, daughter of Commander Aber-
erombie-Miller, U. S. N., of Washington, was an-
nounced in these will bes

columns the other day,
married at Lakewood on April 21, and is boeoked to
safl with his bride for Europe on April 2—that is
to say, immediately after his sister's wedding.

The Misses Hewitt will give'a dramatic perform-
ance to-night in the small private theatre of their
house, in Lexington avenue. Mrs. Peter Cooper
Hewitt will appear in a French comedietta.

The great International Horse Show at the Olym-
pia, in London, will begin this year on June I8,
that is to say, after the Ascot week, and will con-
tinue nine days. ending on June 27. Alfred Van-
derbilt will not be an exhibitor, but one of the
judges of the show, this year. He will sail this
week for New York.

The Fresh Air Sewimgy Class of the Cathedral
of St. John the Divine, of which Mrs. Frarnk
Hunter Potter is president and Mrs. Richard Irvin
and Miss Caroline Morgan are viee-presidents, will
hold its inaugurs! meeting next Tuesday

Mr. and Mrs. Hamilton McK. Twombiy and Miss
Ruth Twombly will leave town to-day for Palm
Beach, Fla.

Mr. and Mrs Giraud Foster have left town for
Aiken, S. C.

J. Louis Webb. who has returned from North
Carolina, is booked to saill to-morrow for Europe.
Mrss Williamm Everard Strong and Miss Alice
Strong will alse sail to-morrow to spend two
months in England with Mrs. Strong's daughter,
Mrs. Moreton F. Gage.

ELUDE LICENSE BUREAU CURIOUS.

Miss Harriman and Mr. Gerry Visit City
Hall Without Attracting Attention.

Robert Livingston Gerry, son of Commaodore El=
bridge T. Gerry, and Miss Cornelia Harriman,
Qaughter of E. H. Harriman, obtained a marriage
Heense at the City Hall bureau yesterday noon
without attracting attention.

Mi!ss Harriman wore a brown gown and a hat
with pink flowers. A man with the couple seemed
to know just where to g0 and what to do, and he
lost no time in escorting them into the office of
City (lerk Scully. The lcense had been mamnly
filled out, and about all that Mr. Seully had to @@
was to swear Miss Harriman and Mr. Gessgh

As soon as it became known that Miss Flarrt-
man was in the building there was great curlosity
no: enly among some of the people waiting to take
out licenses but also ampong the hangers-om. Miss
Harriman and Mr. Gerry finished their errand so
quickly that the curious were net gratified by a
Icck at them—or if they saw them they did not
krow just who they were.

Neither Miss Harriman nor Mr. Gerry filled out
the blank application. ANl they did was to sign
their names to it. Miss Harriman gave her ad-
dress as No. 574 Fifth avenue. She is twenty-thres
years old, and was born in Far Rockaway., Long
Island. She gave her father's name as E  Henry
Harriman. The mother's maiden name being re-
quired, Miss Harriman gave it as Mary W. Averell

Robert Livingston Gerry gave his home as New-
port, R. I. He said he was thirty years old and
was born in New York.

MAYOR BACK; STILL HAS THE GRIP.

Mayor MeClellan returned to his offietal duties
in the City Hall yesterday. He is still i}l from grip.
He was in bed most of the time from Thursday,
when he went away, and is slowly recovering

The Mayor said that he would net go to the
opening of the Hudson tunnel, as he did not feel
well enough, and he would have 1o stay away from
the dinner of the mounted police. He had prom-
ised to attend this dinner, but he feels he should
remain at home.

Controiler Metz ¢id not return from Atlantic City
yesterday, bu® Deputy Controller MeCooey sald he
would be at his office to-day.

MRS. YERKES TO FOUND HOSPITAL.

Chicago, Feb. 24 - Mrs. Mary Adelaide Yerkes
widow of Charles T. Yerkes, the Chicage financier,
announced yesterday that it was her intention to
devote a part of her $10,000,000 estate to the evee-
tion of a magnificent hospital in Chicage.

It & Mrs. Yerkes's desire to design the hospital
herself. The incomplete plans provide for the eree-
tlon of at least ona of the group of buildiags during
her lifetime. The erection of the rest of the group
and the neysessary endowment for the entive inatl~

Lmuo- will pe provided for in her will,
-~



