
RAPIDITY OF FLAM.ES.
Thp Tiarn«-s spread with such rapidity that

within thirtyminutes from th»» tim« the fire wa?

discovere'l »be r-'-hoolhou?'* \u25a0^•as nothing but a
few blackened walls surrounding a cellar filled
v, ith bodies and debris.

Among these latter men was Wallace Upton.
who reached the building shortly after the
front door had caved m and disclosed to the
horror stricken crowd the awful scenes that
l.ad been enacted there. Just in front of Up-
ton's \u2666:\u25a0•-= was his own ten-year-old daughter,
helpless in the crush, badly burned and
trampled upon, but still alive. The Ore was
close upon her, and if she could not be saved
•at once the could not be saved at all. Upton
sprang to help her and with all his strength
sought to \u25a0•.

-
her from the weight that was

pressing her down and from the flames which
were creeping close. Although he worked with
the desperation of despair, his strength was
\u25a0unequal to th«* task. He fought on until his
clothing mmm partly burned from him and the
skin cf his face and hands was scorched black.
Other men attempted to induce htm to move,

but he refused until he saw that his girl was
<• -<i<l and thai bt could not save her life by sac-
rificing h«r own. He then withdrew from the

*<"hoolhoui-<\ and although so t-rriously injured

that he may Gio lingered about the place for
i-evrral hours, refusing to go to a hospital or
to wck medical attention.

The suburb of OolUnwood contains about
eight thousand people, and within half an hour
aft*r the outbreak of the fire nearly every one
of them was gathered around the blazing ruins
of the schoolhouse, hundreds of parents fighting
frantically with the policemen and firemen who
were busily engaged in saving the lives of the
children caught in the burning building and
doing their best to extinguish the fire.

The police were utterly unable, through lack
If numbers, to keep away the crowd that
Trussed upon them, and the situation soon be-
carae to serious that a number of the more cool-
headed men in the throng took it upon them-
selves to aid in fighting back the crowd, while
others worked to help the firemen and the
police.

As soon as the alarm was given Mrs. Kelley
ran from her home, which is not far from the
schoolhouse, to the burning building. The front
part of the structure was a mass of names, and,
frenzied by the screams of the fighting and
dying children which reached her .from the
deathtrap at the foot of the first flightof stairs

and behind the closed door, Mrs. Kelley ran to

the rear, hoping to effect an entrance there and
save her children. She was joined by a man,

whose name Is not known, and the two of them
tugged and pulled frantically at the door. They

were unable to move it in the slightest, and
there as nothing: at hand by which they could
hope to break it down.' Inutter despair of sav-
ing any of the children they turned their atten-

tion to the windows, and by smashing some of
these they managed to save a few of the pupils.

THE LOCKED DOOR.

"They could have saved many more," said Mr.
Bailey to-night, "if the door had not been
locked. Nobody knows how many of the chil-
dren might have made their way out before my

wife reached there if the door had not been

locked. Ifhalf a dozen men had been there
'when my wife :uid her companion arrived at the
school perhaps they might have broken down
the door, but the two could do nothing, and the

flames spread so rapidly that it was all over in

a few minutes."

•way nearly all human resemblante in theina-i
jority of instances. Distracted parents soon
lx*S:an to gather and the work of identifying the
blackened and mung'.ed bodies began. . -\u0084.";

Tho prewsomft task of taking; out tho black-
ened torsos and bits of human remains was .
one of horror. A line of rescuers was' formed, _
backed i: half a. dozen ambulances. As the

bodies •*•:\u25a0< untangled from the debris they

were passed alone to the stretchers and thence
loaded in the ambulances. Mercifully covered
with blanket?, the pitiful sights were veiled
jrom the crowd that stretched about the en-

trance to the ftrucure. As fast as a load was
obtained it was driven away to the improvised
morgue, to be succeeded by another within a
*;hr>rt time. ; •

The sights of the human enamel hous»e caused

the men delving into the mass of burned flesh
to hesitate, but the work had to be done and

done quickly.«> their feelings had to be smoth-

ered for the time beinjj as they tenderly han-

dled all that was left of the children.
At the temporary morpue in the Lake Shore

shop the scenes became fourfold in the intensity

of human sufferinp as fathers, mothers, brothers
and sisters passed up and down the line? formed

of one hundred and sixty bodies. To make
Identification easier th. bodies were numbered

as they were received at the morprue. The first

identiScation was made by the mother of Neis j
and Tommy Thompson, aged Fix and nine years,
respectively. The heads and arms had been

burned from both bodies, but the mother recog-

nized the shoes on her children's feet. And so

the disheartening: work went on, accentuated
now and then by a piercing shriek or plaintive

moan as a loved one was recognized by clothing

or token, such as ring or necklace.

MOTHER'S EFFORTS FUTILE.

About the burned schoolhouse there are few 1

residences. In one of these Mrs. Clark Sprung

lived. Her little boy, Alvon, aged seven, was a
• pupil In the second prade. When the fire
t-tart'-d the mother ran over to the school, arriv-

• Ins when the first floor was a mass of flames.

At a -window on That floor she saw the face of,

her boy. He recognized her and pleaded for help.

Rushing across the street. Mrs. Sprung ob-
tained a stepladder and placed it against the

\u25a0window. Climbing up she reached for her boy.

She caught him by the hair. Itburned off in

her hands and the lad fell back into the name?.
Desolation unspeakable hangs over the neigh-

borhood of the school, and the whole village of

Collinwood. The school board met in special

•aasJon aT the temporary morgue late this after-
noon, to discuss the calamity, while the coroner

"
prepared to hold an inquest to determine the
cause and place the responsibility for the fire.

The Ftatement that the back door of the
building was locked was made by Walter C-
Kelley. the editor of the sporting department of
"The Cleveland Leader," two of whose children
were killed.
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A BROKERS ADVICE
An Investment pamphlet pnSl!si«<l

by a prominent West Side real estate
firm contains this sentence :

"Marketability of title, of
course, is nowadays not a
serious consideration, as no
sane purchaser falls to have
his title searched and Insur-
ed by reputable companies
making a specialty of that
service."

H.-irli-:was identified by two women as the boy
they bad seen running from No. ''*'\u25a0 East M2d
street before the fire, there wa* discovered Ho

\u25a0will be arraigned in the Children's Court to-day.
Ijate In the afternoon an attempt was mado to

Bet fire to the six story apartment bouse at No. Ml
and 3sl Bast H.'d Mre^t. <-:-,.irl<-.s Bochner. the Jani-
tor, discovered the blaze In a baby carriage on the
ground floor. On the floor and «n the blazing car-
riage were h. number of oil soaked newspapers. A
couple of palls of water Fufflced to quench the (Ire.

Detectives were put on the case.

VATS EXPLODE ON CONSTABLE HOOK.
Fire destroyed yesterday the wax department

building at the plant of the Tidewater Oil Com-
pany In the Constable Hook section of Bayonne.
The loss is placed at J125.00U. No one was Injured.
In the building destroyed, a two-story frame

structure, were six big iron vats containing am-
monia and gas. The oil company's own fire de-
partment, as soon as every effort had been mads
In vain to save the vats, stationed Its men at the
oil tanks near by to protect them.

One of the vats soon exploded and the he.avy
cross beams were shot op into the air one hundred
feet or mare. The ether vats quickly followed and
the air was filled with blazing timbers. Hi.me of
'. am fell "ii the oil tanks, but were promptly ex-
tfaguishes' and the tanks were saved.

As than was danger of the Bra's spreading, the
1ity department was called upon for aid. This was
quickly forthcoming and the fire was soon under
control.

A pair of horses attached to the engine of Bay.
Sana Company 4 ran away while the ho** was
being connected fwith a- hydrant. At full-ca Hop
t!j«»y :*zze-t\ the heavy engine over the in*£uiuw.s
along the Kill van fC«H The rnsfa« Sn*lly nps"t
\u0084rd bajipj iUclf ia Uic tiirls mu-1, where it \u25a0 still

Keep Department on the Run
—Boy

Anested.
Following six fires, all believed to be Incendiary,

which occurred in rapid succession in The Bronx
yesterday morning', Anthony Barber, a fourteen-

year-old boy, livingat No. 530 Brook avenue, was
arrested, charged with arson. The blazes endan-
gered the lives of hundreds of persons and kept
the firemen of the section 8O busy that by noon
they were tired out and able to respond to an-
other alarm only with difficulty. The quick action
of the police in several cases prevented the loss
of life.

The first fire was a two-alarm affair at No. 413
Willis avenue, which created a panic among the
twenty-four families living there. Sergeant Was-
herman and Patrolmen Robinson and Baffy, of the
Alexander avenue station, arrived in time to carry
out the wife and two children of Frank De Paul,
a barber, with a shop on the second floor. Three
other half-conscious women were carried out. while
a third jumped from a lire escape on the top floor.
She landed on the lire escape Death and had
fainted before being dragged to safety.

A little later a blaze was discovered in a six
story tenement bouse at No. 353 East 142 dstreet.
At 10 o'clock the department was called to a five
Story apartment house at No. 379 East ].':7th street,

where a lire had been started In several places In
the cellar. Then followed call* to a fire in a fiv-
story tenement house at No. 401 East istfa street
and to \u25a0nether in a double tenement house at No.
17S Brook avenue, occupied by fifty families. When
the police arrived the fire escapes and stairways
were crowded with frightened women and children.
Before the dancr v.-as over the firemen were,
called to No. 4, East 131th street for the ejxth
blase.

MANY FIRES IN BROW.

So Says Superintendent Madzicll
—

Due to Fire Drills, v
"Since a large number of children were trampled

to death while fighting to get out of the old Green-
wich avenue school buildingwhen it burned to the
ground in lSi". there has not been one death by

lire among the thousands of children that during

the ensuing years have attended the public schools
of this city." said William H. Maxwell. City Su-
perintendent of Schools, yesterday, when asked
concerning the possibilities here of a catastrophe-
gimllar to the one that occurred yesterday at Col-
linwood near Cleveland.

Superintendent Maxwell said that the lire drill,

in which the children of all the city schools are
made to participate at frequent Intervals, is the
one chief factor for the prevention of such a
calamity. It is required ot all principals of city

schools that they be able' to dismiss their pupils
Innot more than three minutes. Every 'classroom,

is connected by an electric bell with the. principal's
desk so be may communicate immediately with
each room. The children receive no notice of the

time When the lire drill will be held, and in the
several cases of fires thai have occurred in the

schools during the last few years the Instruction
in the drillhas proved so effective that m less than
three minutes 2JM pupils have marched out of
three-story burning buildings to learn of the lire
only when they reached the street.

Superintendent Maxwell said the school buildings

here v.. re all fireproof, except a few In the outly-
ing districts. These buildings are low and stone

stairways and floors have been installed, be said,
to add to their safety.

A\ r. SCHOOLS ARK SAFE.

At the office of the firm of architects which
designed the building the plan exhibited to-
nipht showed that the doors were originally de-
signed to open outward.

One of the worst scenes of horror that at-

tended the fire occurred at the rear doorway

of the building before the firemen arrived. This
door. like the one in front, opened inward, and
itwas locked. The children Were piled up high
apainst it. and when it finally was broken down
by tholr weight and by the fire that had partly
burned and weakened it (lie women who had
gathered outside saw before them a mass of
white far. a and strticrglinp bodies. The flames
swept over th" aisle, while the women stood
helpless, unable to lend a hand to aid the chil-
dren. Many of the women were unable to
withstand the sipht. and dropped fainting to the
ground. The fire department was late In
leaching the building, and when it came the
apparatus was inadequate and the men were
volunteer?, there being- no paid fire department
in the suburb. The water pressure was not

sufficiently strong to s«'nd a stream to the sec-
ond story windows. Moreover, the firemen had
no ladder that would reach to the third tloor.
The volunteers did what they could, but within
a few moments after their arrival the task was
one for ambulances aione.

Miss Pearl I^ynn. teacher, narrowly escaped
death. She was carried toward the rear en-
trance by th«> rush of the panic stricken pupils,
and fell at the bottom of the stairs, with num-
bers of the children on top of her. She lay
there unable to rise because of the weight of the
bodies, upon her. She was dragged from the
maps of dead children just in time to save her
own life.

One of the heroines of the catastrophe was

little Marie Witman. of No.
-r»217 Lako street

She ran throush the smoke filled halls and
prasped her little brother, whom she managed

to drag from tho room and take out through a
window, both of them being nearly strangled.
with emoke.

Four or five children who broke from tho line
she had formed and ran down the stairway

were killed.

charges out of the buildingiinjsafety. Two of
tlie" smaller "ones she carried in her arms.

THE PRINCIPAL. ESCAPED.

Miss Anna Morah. the principal of the school,

and two of. the teachers; Miss Gollmar and Mis:<
Rowley.. escaped by one of the windows in the

rear. They remained with the panic-stricken

children until they could do no more for them

and then sought their own safety.

Miss Laura Bodey, the only teacher on the
third floor, formed her pupils in line and

marched them down to the second floor, where,

finding the flames rushing up the stairway, she

turned them around and hurried them back
again to the third floor. She here broke a win-

dow with a chair and getting on to the platform

of the fire escape lifted out her pupils one by

one and sont them down.

DOUBLE BOARDING HOUSE TRAGEDY.
Worcester, Mass., March 4.

—
Miss Vivian Phil-

lips, nineteen years old, was shot and killed to-
night by Harry Mounter, twenty-seven years aid,
of Philadelphia, who afterward shot hlmsell fa-
tail? The >•!;••.-.!me took plate hi the boarding
hmtsa of William McCann. No & Sycamore street,

where both Miss Phillip* and Mounter boarded
Jealousy is h*Uov«4 10 have beeu the motive for
the fbooting.

An intimate parsons! study of F. Marion <"'rau-
ford. whan an* serial, '-The Diva's Ruby." begins
in Th« iPittday Tribune of March 16, mil be found
in ireit Sundaj's Tribune.

TO IMPROVE PROVIDENCE WATERFRONT.
Providence, March t—Nearly |2,aj*,ag| js to bespent b> the N«« Haven Railroad m baproving

local dock facilities and the Providence Harbor
irom. CM Uus aboul 5i.000.000 will be spent on
-locks or Bttpa iron. Pe* Point to India Point and
huildlng out about seven honored feet front thepresent wh*rf Urn

DEMOCRATS WIN IN PEEKSKILL.
PeekshiH. the old home of Senator Chauncey M.

Depew. and known as one of the Republican
6tronKholds of the state, was carried by the Demo-
crata at the spring elections yesterday.

The Democrats elected their entire ticket, con-
sisting of three aldermen, city treasurer, assessor
and three water commissioners, by majorities as
high as 2M. The Republicans, fc-d by County ClerkCrumb, strove to make the. typhoid fever epidemic
an Issue against the it.seal water board.

BRYAN INDORSED IN RHODE ISLAND.
Providence, March 4.—Thr nhod»» Island Demo-

cratic Sta»»- Central Committee decided to-day on
March Z\ a? th« date for the stat* convention to
choose delegates to the National Democratic Con-
vention at Denver. The convention will b>- held in
this city. Resolutions wr*adopted indorsing tho
candidacy of William J. liryan for the Presidential
nomination.

TAFT DELEGATES AND INDORSEMENTS.
Topeka. Kan.. March 4.— The Republicans of the

Ist Congress District here to-day elected Arthur
Capper, of Topeka. and Cyrus Leland. of Troy,
deirgutes to the Chicago convention and Instructed
them for Taft. The administration of President
Roosevelt was indorsed.

Wi'hur. Neb.. March C—The 4th nistri.-t Republi-
r.an Convention to-day elected Samuel Ktnaker and
T. K. Williams delegates to the national conven-
tion and indorsed Taft for President.

Lincoln. Neb.. March 4.—The Ist District Republi-
can Convention to-day named Senator E.J. Barkett
and .;. H. Arands delegates to the national conven-
tion and instructed them for Taft.

Washington, March 4. Frank H. Hitchcock, Src-
T>iar\ Taffs political manager, received s dispatch
from B. <; Victor, "fBapulta, Okla,, to-night, stat-
lntj that th« Republican Congress convention of
t!i«- r,d District of Oklahoma Instructed for Se re-
t.ir> Taft for the I'reridTiry to-day.

Hughes Men Make Offer, Kracke
Says, but ItIs Denied.

Naval Oncer F. J. H. Kracke, the regular leader
of the ISth Assembly District, Brooklyn, said last
night that the leaders of the Hughes League of
Brooklyn offered to come over to his side if he
would permit Congressman George E. Waldo to
attend the Republican National Convention as a
delegate. According to the story, Mr. Kracke had
been called to Mr. Waldo's house to attend a har-
mony conference by Darwin R. James, jr., presi-
dent of the league and also of the Young Repub-
lican Club—an anti-Woodruff organization. The
story goes that in the course of the conversation
Mr. Jamas turned to Mr. Kracke and, in the hear-
ing of Mr. Waldo, declared that the "league was
in discredited hands." He proposed that Kracke
'take it over" and reorganize it and run it for the
good of the party. In return for the transfer of
the league to the regular organization wing, he
asked that Mr. Waldo be allowed to go as a dele-
gate to the convention. Mr. Kracke replied thai
the choice of the delegates was in the bands of
the people. What he said about accepting the
present of tho league he refused to tell last night.
Mr. Waldo began his campaign against the regu-

lar organisation of Brooklyn before the primaries
last fall. At that time State Senator Eugene M.
Travis was making a successful attempt to un-
saddle Postmaster G«- Orc;e H. Roberts as the leader
of the 11th Assembly District, and ex-Naval Omcer
Robert A. Bharkey was making a successful tight
againsi the regular organization and the opposition
to his leadership in the Ufa Assembly District-both
on Hughes platforms.

A couple of nights uko the chief Republicans or
the nth District met, and after passing the even-
las discussing the light that Mr. Waldo was mak-
ing against Mr. Krack.? decided that the Congress-
man had "no cause for action" and advised hint
to "drop it" for the good of the party in the com-
ing election.

When asked last night regarding Mr. Kracke's
statement, Mr. James said:

"I deny Mr. Kraeke's statement positively and
absolutely. I never offered to make a deal with
him. We held the meeting to which Mr. Kracke
refers to discuss the conditions in th.; ISth Assem-
bly District a-d to try to harmonize the factions.
1 said to Mr. Kracke, "If this fight can be Checked
all can Join together In the Hughes League, Inas-
much a3 you say you are a Hughes man.' Mr.
Kracke jumped to his feet and said: 'Even it you
offer ma a deal Iwill not enter into It with you.'
1 replied:

-
1 have not ottered to make any deal

with you.' 1 consider that Mr. Kxacku'a »tory is
made out of Whole cloth."

HUGHES AND TAFT CLUBS AT HARVARD.
[f'.\ Telegraph to The Tribune )

Cambridge. Mass.. March 4.—About two hundred

Harvard students met this afternoon and organized

a Hughes club. A Taft club was organized this
week, and a. strenuous campaign la promised be-
tween thr. two clubs. The Hughes club holds a

meeting next week, when members of the faculty

favoring Hughes will speak

TROUBLE IS KINGS.

Organized by Some of the Young Officials of
That Commonwealth.

[By Trletraph to The Tribune. I
Frankfort, K>., March 4.— For th:- purpose of as-

sisting Governor Hughes of New York In securing
the Republican Presidential nomination, the
Hughes League of \u25a0 Kentucky whs organised here
to-day. The officers elected are Thomas B. Mc-
Gregor, of Bardwell. Assistant Attorney General,

president; T. W. Vinson, of Lexington, assistant
superintendent of Public Instruction, vice-president;
Hoy Wllhott, of Ashland, secretary of the Railroad
Commission, secretary; Representative John H.
ll.isv.--11, of Breckenrldge County; W. E. Btdwell,

of Louisville, Assistant Secretary of State, and It.
A. Cook, of the Auditor's Department, executive
committee-men. The olficera represent every part of

the state, and are the most popular young officials
of the commonwealth.

HUGHES LEAGUE IN KENTUCKY.

Mr. Taft's Reply to a Question as to Where

He WillBe Then.
[By Telegraph to The Tribune]

New Haven, March 4.-As be passed through this
city on the afternoon express to-day Secretary Taft
took advantage of a five-minute train stop to get a

big red apple for luncheon. lie was disposing of It,

when a newspaper man stepped up and said, "Mr.
Secretary, where do you expect to be a year from
to-day?" . iri.

-That's a hair question," rejoined the Secretary

of War. In a ncn-ruimn'Uul loin-. "Perhaps In
Washington.

•Any way." he added. IImp-- that March 4. l<w9,

will contain us much sunshine :is to-day does/

ON MARCH 4. 1909.

Blames Supporters Who Have Made His Can-

didacy an Anti-Bryan Movement.
[ r> T-l"tr-ap!i to Th«- TlUHine. !

Pt. Paul. March 4—Governor Johnson is re-

ported as saying that he would not accept the

nomination for th<- Presidency if it were offered

to him. Under the circumstance-* he feels that

he could Dot afford to accept the nomination
now. Amateur political managers who per-

mitted the opposition to couple his name with

Wall Street influences are held responsible for

the collapse of Johnson's boom. Ifit bad been

sprung in time as a Johnson boom pur--> and
simple, independent of entangling alliances, it

is believed that it might have assumed pro-

digious proportions. But his managers permit-

ted the thing to drag along, and when the boom
got started it was not a Johnson boom, but an
anti-Bryan boom, which placd the Governor in

a position where It" he should get the nomina-

tion it would mean sure defeat for him.

State Central Committee Acts— Opposing
Faction for TJninstructed Delegates.

Now Orleans, March 4.—The two factions of the
Republican party in Louisiana held meetings here
to-Uay. Resolutions indorsing Taft were a-lopted

by the Republican State Central Commutes, which
Is recognized by the Secretary of State as entitled

to official use of the party emblem. The committee

fixed May 11 for the state convention to fleet dele-

pat, s-at-larg* and alternates to the Republican Na-

tional Convention.
Th*> state convention of the branch of the party

known as the old line regular Republicans, com-

posed mostly of negroes, was held to-day. Their
uelejjatcs-at-larKO to tho national convention were
unpledged. Resolutions were adopted indorsing

President Roosevelt's administration and express-

Ing gratitude to Senator Fornker for his action in

the Brownsville investigation.

JOHNSON SAYS COULD NOT ACCEPT.

Bookkeeping in Assessment Proceed-

ings Under Haffen.
There was bPOnsjM out yesterday by J. P Mit-

chell, Commissioner of Accounts, in a continua-
tion of the investigation of the sates of Bor-

ough President Haffen of The Bronx, the system

by which work was charged against assess-

ment proceedings ir. the bureau of highways in

that boroush for many years. After Henry U

iBridges, who kept the assessment proceedings

books in the Department of Highways had been

on the stand almost continuously from 2 o'clock

in the afternoon until after 8 oVlock last night,

and it had been shown, from computations be

was directed to make by Commissioner llrtchel
from the figures in his own books, that $\M •>*

more had been charged to the grading and
rejrulnting 0l Creston avenue than should have

been charged according to the time actually put

in by engineers and inspectors. Samuel C.

Thompson, principal engineer of the department,

was put on the stand.

Mr. Bridges had said he had charged time to

proceedings, which had actually been spent on

other proceedings, according to the directions of

Mr. Thompson. After Mr.Mitchel had reviewed

the testimony of Mr. Bridges he pointed to cer-

tain items and asked: "Are they truthful, or

are they false, aa representing the actual time

put Inby men on that particular proceeding in

that month?"
"Well, they are false, if you put it in that

way," replied the engineer, after some hesita-

tion He argued, however, that the system was
one that had been in use in the department for

many years.
It seems that in the ledgers, opposite the times

actually ppent by engineers and inspectors on
the work, were placed red or blue figures show-
ing the amrunt of time that was actually
charged up to them, according to a system in

vogue not to allow the fees for engineering and
Inspection work to run above 16 per cent on
any particular proceeding. This 16 per cent
rule was one established by President Haffen,

it was paid by Mr. Thompson.
According to the charter only such work as

lias been actually done on an assessment pro-

ceeding may be charged against it. Commis-
sioner Mitchel. who has examined assessment
proceedings in the bureau of highways from
1;<O2 to the present time, says that all so exam-

ined have boon figured in this manner. Whether
citizens, who have paid such assessments, would
have any suit aKain.«t the city for recovery of

such assessments would be a question for the
Corporation Counsel to determine, he said.

Mr. Thompson said that certain blue pencilled
equalizations, as they were called, in an old
ledger had been made by him personally. He

contradicted Mr. Bridges in some particulars,

saying be had never instructed Mr. Bridges to
charge work done on one proceeding to an-
other, but that the practice had been to trans-

fer the cost of preliminary surveys done before
the letting of a contract to the cost of the as-
sessment proceeding when it got under way. It
had to be distributed over the entire time of the
work, as the figures for one month could not go

beyond the estimated percentage set at the be-
ginning.

President Haffen was not on the stand yester-
day, but will be retailed on Monday. The first
witness was JosJah A.Brigß.". the chief engineer

of the office. Mr. Van Daren, counsel for the
iioroush President, objected several times to

the way in whkh Mr. Hriggs was being ex-
amined, causing Commissioner Mitchel to ask
In some heat: "Is It the purpose of counsel to

provoke the commissioners to exclude him from
the room, and thus create the specious appear-
ance that we did not allow President Haffen t<>
be represented by counsel."

"Isn't It a fact." Mr. Briggs was asked, "'that
for ten years there has been a regular system
nr' equalising charges for enginering work, done
by the transferring of men nominally from one
Job to another, when their services were not
net d'd'.'"

•1 don't know of it." replied Mr. IJrlggs. He
said, however, that in one cas*> where charges

were preferred mun had been transferred from
the topographical bureau to the Washington
avenue assessment proceeding.

Ernest H. Rondell. who kept the assessment
books for some time but is now employed in the
Health Department, when asked Ifit was not
the practice to charge up engineering and in-
spection expenses In excess of 15 per cent to

other proceedings, replied that he believed it
was. He had heard Mr. Thompson directing
distribution of expenses, be said.
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dorse Secretary Taft as the choice of Kansas
for the Republican Presidential nomination and

Instruct the delegates to stand by him on every

preliminary test and on every ballot.

The administration of President Roosevelt is
enthusiastically approved. The work and the

records of Senators Long and Curtis and

tho Congress delegation are also Indorsed.

There Is no indorsement of state candidates or

any attempt to outline a platform. This is left

to the August primaries. The four delegates

are also Instructed for D. W. Mullvane for na-

tional committeeman.
The followingare the deleg-ate* to the Chicago

convention: i:nlte<l States Senators C. I.Lons
and Charles Curtis. Robert McGonegle. of Colby,

and Grant Hornaday, of Fort Scott.
Willif J. Bailey, formerly Governor, before he

entered the convention to-day announced his
withdrawal from the race for Governor. To-

days convention probably will be the last .«tata
convrntion to be held in Kansas. Hereafter
candidates are to be chosen by primaries.

TAFT INDORSED IN LOUISIANA.

BROW BUREAU SYSTEM.

EQUALEIS6 CHABGES.

riiCH rtRRP in « ro 14 Mas*
PASO OINTMENT ts guaranteed to cure any rin

ef Itchier, Hlta'l Fle-f1!u» or Protruding Tilts la
•

10 14 day* or money tefundkd. SUo,

Bar 'Association President Indorses
Work of His Office.

District Attorney Jerome yesterday made public
a letter received by him from Benjamin F. Tracy.
It follows:

For thirteen years of my professional life ihavebeen a district attorney, six years a district at-torney for Di) native county, Tloga, and :•" sevenyearn United States District Attorney for the Bast-em District of New York. Ifyou think that Icm>..* of any service to you at the present time be
free to command me, without money and withoutprice.

Then ha got the following letter from John U.
Cadwalader, president «\u25a0: the Bat Association:

In the unadulterated democracy in which we areno one Is content to mind Ins own business, arwl
tlr-r.- appears lo be no escape from self-constituted
bodies— generally without experience— who propOM
to conduct i»ut>iu» affairs over the beads of th~ con-
stituted authorities. 1 n.-e thai one .if thosv bodies
Is proposing to run your office, and bt-.nuse th«r» U
not room for two district attorneys ut the same
time propose to put you out.

1 hope you will not seriously mind. The public
will not readily believe that your omVt* will Im-
properly Shield an] one. and Iam sure th.it the
bar will continue to sympathize with >i>u and
assist you In prosecuting rascals of :tll kind* and
colors, without distinction, and equally In refusing
to surrender the conduct of your olfloi t<» any self-
appointed prowenfors-rnowever well tneaninsj they
may he. and whether the press aupports them or
not

WILL HELP JEROME.

Deputy Attorney General Mott then took up the
examination, and it was shown that, reckoned on
the V/% per cent Nisi", the receiver would ...
J19.995** for his first year's service The court,
however, reduced this amount to < _ -•• it was
then shown thut in succeeding rears the receiver
would hay« got less than $12,000 a year if his com-
pensation had been reckoned on the .'. pel cent
basis, but that each year he obtained enough to
bring his compensation up to that fiKure.

Mr. Dayton explained the reasons why h>- should
receive UMN for his services, describing the time
he had spent on the company's affair?, the assist-
ance that he had cot and m forth. Mr. Mott
wanted it detailed statement ahowhig exactly what
he had done, and the referee directed Mr. Dayton
to make sue. The refcroo took the Question under
advisement.

Arguments on the amounts the receiver and his
counsel should receive for their services in settling

the affairs of th" now defunct New York Building
l>i<i:iHanking Company were heard yesterday be-
fore Referee Thomas F. Conway. Ohar'es M. Pres-
ton, the receiver, wanted J12.0C0 for !is services
during the last fiscal year, and Charles W. Dayton,
jr.. asked $30,000 for his sen-Ices as counsel from
January 1, 1907, to September 13, 190T.

An accountant testified that he was familiar
with the amounts paid the receiver, and that at the
rate of -!2 per cent Mr. Preston should receive
$10,492 06.

Arguments Heard om Claims of C.

M. Preston and His Counsel.

RECEIVER'S DEMANDS IP.

When brought down from the District Attor-

ney's office to the Tombs court for formal ar-

raignment Mr.Vidaver was greatly excited. He

declared it was all a put up Job on Om part

of the District Attorney's office, and paid he had
been treated outrageously. The District Attor-

ney and a large part of his staff were fa court.

Assistant District Attorney Kresel had charge

of the case. Mr. Vidaver pleaded "Not guilty"

to the charge of extortion inobtaining the $500

from Montgomery "by means of threats of un-

lawful Injury to person and property."

JACKSON HAS CONFIDENCE IN HIM.

Attorney General Jackson, when seen after
Vidaver

-
3 arrest, said that he had known him

for a year before appointing him to investigate

the Kissena Park scandal in Queens, and had
the utmost faith in his integrity.

"No. he was not recommended to me by either

Mr. Hearst or Clarence J. Shearn," said M;

Jackson. "He has not been in any way

connected with banking investigations, and
Idon't know what connection he could

have had with the Hamilton Bank. My of-

fice couldn't have i%-en out any facts or stopped

any facts in regard to the investigation of that
Institution, because we didn't have charge of 11.

Ididn't know anything about it until Ilearned

afterward that there was an indictment against

Mr. Montgomery. As simply a special Deputy

Attorney General in the Kissena Park mat-

ter, Vidaver would have a perfect right to ac-

cept a retainer for some other case, and Ido

not want the grand jury to confuse the actions

of a special deputy with the same circumstances

as applied to a regular Deputy Attorney Gen-

eral."
Moses H. Grossman gave out \u25a0 statement

In which he said:
Within a short time after Judge Betts appointed

temporary receivers for the Hamilton bant Mr.
Montgomery, its then president, called at my office
and retained me to assist him in the rehabilitation
of the Hamilton Bank. Shortly thereafter, witii
Mr. Montgomery's approval. Mr. VIA who

that time had no connection or affiliation with the
Attorney General's office, and was perfectly fre«
to accept such engagement, was employed by Mr.

Montgomery as one of his counsel if,assist him m
bringing about th« reopening of the bank. Mr.
Vidaver was paid a retainer of $.".ni» by my firm,

and thereafter did consult with Mr. Montgomery
and myself from time to time.
Iam sure that a terrible mistake has been made

and that Mr. Jerome, who tea fair-minded man.
after an Investigation will publicly exonerate Mr.
Vidaver. whose relations with Mr. Montgomery

\u25a0were merely those of attorney and client. The
services which Mr. Vidaver was employ^ to and
which he did actually render were perfectly honor-
able and legitimate and at* b as an attorney he

could legally and ethically perform

Nathan Vidaver was born in Boston forty-two
'

years ago and was graduated from the law
school of the University of California in 1557. !

He came here and began the practice of.law

twelve years ago. He was \u25a0 Democrat until Mr.

Hearst ran for Mayor, when he Joined the Inde-

pendence League. Mr. Vidaver Is now attorney

for several theatrical managers, but is not a j
member of the Bar Association. He has ap-
peared as a representative of the Independence

League in the proceedings looking to the re-

moval from office of William Leary. Superin-

tendent of Elections.

MONEY FOR "A RETAINER'S FEE^."
"That was for a retainer's fee," hotly as-

serted Vidavor.
"Do you want me to search you for it? • asked

the detective.

Virlaver then said: "Take the

—
But

it v.as given, Isay, as a regular lawyer's fee.'
District Attorney Jerome said tost nißht that

he "had been informed that William It. Mont-
gomery had been approached by Vidaver in

such a way that the crime of attempted extor-

tion was committed, and that certain testimony

was available to show that the crime had been

committed. Iwas also informed as to certain

phases of the matter in connection with a cer-
tain firm of lawyers, some of whom knew all

about it,but whose connection did not amount

to wrongdoing.
"Immediately aft. that conversation this

morning Beery telephoned me." continued Mr.
Jerome, "and said that in his Judgment a crime
had been committed. Vp to that time all this
office was seeking to obtain was evidence that

Vidaver had tried to extort money from Mont-
gomery. Beery said he thought it was a clear
case, and Itold him to go ahead and arrest

\u25a0Vidaver when the money was given him at the

Astor."

mons. The detecthre th^n armst.-d IMMMand

demanded the money.

XATHAXVTDAVER HELD.
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TWO STATES FOB TAFT.
( -nii:i.!'ilfrom flr^t r>«**"-

(nntinufd from flrKl pn%r.

NAVALCOLLIERS RETURN-A R£ r"-*r
"-*

-

The fore- of night inspectors was ausTses»*
and Matthew M. Corteys. 11l deputy surveyor £
charge, will *<v that no ••sleeper*" arw taaaji

ashore. -Sleeper** are trunks taken to dW &
and not clainu'd. and are usually caSed f-T&*
by expre^smon, who dellrrr them to \r.e\r o»"*rJ-

Colonel Bishop said last nijcht that he &ad t*

men will draw th.- customs lir.i-s unu?uaU>" *•»-

imtll K.isti-r <>n aM Incoming steamships tin' r~*

passengers from Ixro&oa or Fari?.
Amnni; the paswnijtrs «>n the tVeiriK*wer» W**

i.im Barclay Parsons, who ha.d N*en »t Borlia '\u25a0•

two weeks on private bi;sin»s«. and Chsrlt*,*
AU<;n. former Coverno* «>f I'orto Kico.

Customs Inspectors Braze Lim
Close When the Oceanic Docks.

More than one hundred customs inspectors \u25a0\u25a0
assigned to duty on the White Star pier when tis

Oceanic docked last nisht so that mi'.Uncrs *S>

might be so Inclined cqpM not get ashore wttfitw
and trimminss without paying the daty. Ties

were no seizures made, but fifty pieces of bas^ip

were, sent to the Appraisers* Stores.
The customs officials had b»?en informed t>jtt »

number of milliners with a goodly sto..< of Fsrt
hats and trimmings had boarded the Occasfc

*
Cherbourg, ar.d Colonel John M. EBsttopt Dep^j
Surveyor of Cnstoma, and the inspectors \u25a0'\u25a0'\u25a0

carefully ever}' pV--ce of baggage that was r-**t
ashore.

The only alleged attempt to get away witi
article without the payment of duty was dlsotf-

ered by an inspector, who saw a woman pass »
fur coat to a friend who met her 0:1 t&M ?!tr-
"Take this h^avy thin? and hold it for -•" \u25a0*
the woman, and the friend, taking the roar, pv

it on a trunk and sat e;i it. Whtn th« trunk w«

examined the insrvect-.r irtquirfd about the cat

a:id the woman, admtttlns that iz had beea ?=>
chased abroad, was compelled to pay duty on it

One miilinor remarked to her husband as a *!
trate of F.nt-ry was biokon open on the p'.er:

"Welt, dear, the soods are comin; out. Ars J<*
g.'ttins cold feet?" !

"Not necessarily." replied the nusbar.i. "I
••

dared everything we had." j

LOOK FOR PAMIS FIM.RW

•Tilvote for him for anything." he replied. "He:
all right."

• i- was the right thins for the Mayor and Jfc
Murphy to do." said Mr. Martin. "1 think ti»:
there will be no internal strife of err.sequer.ee ft?
years to tome. It is about time for Democrat! a
quit fighting aracng themsetrca and sr.ve tartle U
their Republican opponents."

Little else than the meeting between the Mbjb
and Mr.Murphy was talked of around the CityEiJ!
yesterday. All that the Mayor would say abas:
it was that it was not prearranged. A3 seessrt:
to be probable, judging from surface appearance. |

In reply to other inquiries about the whys as
wherefores, the Mayor said that his statement i
February 10 covered everything he had to say. Cv
February & Mr. Murphy had come out in fivortf,

FenUins an uninstructed delegation from this •:<**s
to the Democratic National Convention at r>«su?.|
The Mayor came out for the same thing, a.'.d «4
so in the statement he referretl to.

Controller Metz h . he had heard the ruzsn
about nominating the Mayor for the Pr»s;de«:.

He was asked if he would vote for tlie Mayor tJ

l*ret-!dent.

City Chamberlain Says It WillBe
Good Thing for Democrats.

City Chamberlain James J. Mart'.n sa>3 that ti»
peace pact between the Mayor ar.fi Charles F.
Murphy,entered into at luncheon in t^e QvdMtoj
Club on Tuesday, undoubtedly will be

--—
'.anem,

and he thinks that the Tammany ergasizatioa »3
greatly benefit by it.

PEACE PA( T LASTING

lit and Controller Will Sot ait

to Sign New Bond Issue. .-•
Corporation Counsel Pendleton has advj.vj tt»

Mayor and Controller that it In not nr,~«>,
3lr/actually to *iijn'-ity boivls, an.l for the tm tia»

in the history of the city th* n*w WMMi««t
will have lit nam<M of th* JLijor and Coatroßtj• rgrav<l instead of signed. Th or.iy »v» v \u25a0\u25a0\u25a0-\u0084 t>
th»" rule will lx- foe regtote wJ bonds, which MR
have to bo signed as usual. All the cottpog bofidj
willcarry the engraved signatures.

The change was forced on account cf the fact
that th^ Controller c.r his depot!**, th» e'sl-t tier*
In the Mayor's ofSce. Jam's A. Rierion, bond ....
warrant clerk, and City «_lerk I.J. Scully or m*
deputy would each, in turn, bare to si^a thgp
names fifty thousand times. FoUovfaj; the last
bond sale, in ri'-ptembr last, Deputy Controller
Phillips signed his name »:ntil his physician «»;j
he had partial pen paralysis. Cltj Cl-rk \u25a0tsjh; *.
his deputy. Joseph F. rr-nd'-rga.-t. ». t;..
•goat" under the new arrant smeot. for'the casi ;
of one or the oth-r willactually h-irs t«> br risr.ei j
to each bond. The issue is divir><j into \u25a0 •"•'•*,aeii
for each of the series' ther« will b~ fil»<! with th»
City Clerk a :ertlficate setting forth thit tee «-
graved signatures of the Mayor and Conrwlir
have ten duly atttoriased. This b a precast*",
advised by the Corporation CotmseL

"The r.pw way willrelieve us of a lot of 4*^
work."' said tne Controller. "Itid cot much of*
job to sign five hundred bonds, b»:t vttea the 1133.
ber stretches into the thousands tt« ta.«lc It Wr7
tiresome and takes time that ou^ht to zn -

;t«8 »
swjmethinsr else. With the precautions •« ay* J
taken it is much more sensible to have th* "turnI
cf the Controller anl ilayor printed on the book. ]
Th^re is no necessity for the actual si;j3an;»j
tithrr of th>- Mayor or the Control*.?:-. pro7i<jp<i ti»
necessary saf^jjuard'' are «>mploye<i. and \u25a0jre hat*
attended to them. The registered bonds win tatj
to be signed as usual."

WORK SAVED lOIi M \YOH,

The firemen dashed into the Mazing wreck-
age, and -with rakes, forks, shovels and their
bare hands corked in the moat drastic manner
with the hope of savins a few more lives. They
v.ere unsuccessful, !«r none was taken alive
from the ruins after the floors collapsed.

Htjslde.s the cjiildrcn who were killed inside
the building, thr*^ little gJrln, Mary Ridge way,
Anna Roth and Gertrude Davis, wore instantly
killed by leaping from the attic to the ground.

Hiss Et-hel Rose, a teacher on the first floor
of the building, whose pupils were the youngest

in the school, managed to get allbut three of her

?

The "Three Stars
"

are
your guide to the high
mark of whiskey
goodness.
XV. A. Taylor *Co.. l<«* "» B «-.t >'. T-


