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away nearly all human resemblance in the ma-
jority of instances. Distracted parents soun
began to gather and the work of identifying the
blackened and mangled bodies began.

The grewsome task of taking out the black-
ened torsos and bits of human remaigs was
one of horror. A line of rescuers was formed,
backed by half a dozen ambuiances. As the
bodies were untangled from the debris they
were passed along to the stretchers and thence
Joaded in the ambulances. Mercifully covered
with blankets, the pitiful sights were velled
from the crowd that stretched about the en-
trance to the strucure. As fast as a load was
obtained it was driven away to the improvised
morgue, to be succeeded by another within a
short time.

The sights of the human charnel house caused
the men delving into the mass of burned flesh
to hesitate, but the work had to be done and
done quickly, so their feelings had to be smoth-
ered for the time being as they tenderly han-
dled all that was left of the children.

At the temporary morgue in the Lake Shore
shop the scenes became fourfold in the intensity
of human suffering as fathers, mothers, brothers
and sisters passed up and down the lines formed
of one hundred and sixty bodies. To make
fdentification easier the bodies were mumbered
as they were rececived at the morgue. The first
jdentification was made by the mother of Nels

and Tommy Thompson, aged six and nine years, -

heads and arms had been
burned from both bodies, but the mother recog-
nized the shoes on her children's feet. And so
the disheartening work went on, accentuated
now and then by a piercing shriek or plaintive
moan as a loved one was recognized by clothing
or token. such as ring or necklace.

MOTHER'S EFFORTS FUTILE.

About the burned schoolhouse there are few
residences. In one of these Mrs, Clark Sprung
lived. Her little boy, Alvon, aged seven, was a
pupil in the second grade.
started the mother ran over to the school, arriv-
ing when the first floor was a mass of flames.
At a window on that floor she saw the face of

respectively. The

When the fire |

her bov. He recognized her and pleaded for help. ,

Rushing across the street,
tained a stepladder and placed it against the
window.
She caught him by the hair. It burned off in
her hands and the lag fell back into the flames.

Desolation unspeakable hangs over the neigh-
borhood of the school, and the whole village of
Collinwood. The schooi board met in special
session at the temporary morgue late this after-
noon to discuss the calamity, while the coroner
prepared to hold an inguest to determine the
cause and place the responsibility for the fire.

The statement that the back door of the

building was locked was made by Walter C. |

Kelley. the editor of the sporting department of
“The Cleveland Leader,” two of whose children
were killed.

As soon as the alarm was given Mrs. Kelley
ran from her home, which is not far from the
schoolhouse, to the burning building. The front
part of the structure was a mass of flames, and,
frenzied by the screams of the fighting and
dying chiidren which reached her from the
deathtrap at the foot of the first flight of stairs
2znd behind the closed door, Mrs. Kelley ran to
the rear, hoping to effect an entrance there and
save her children. She was joined by a man
whose name is not known, and the two of them
tugged and pulled frantically at the door. They
were unable to move it in the slightest, and
there was nothing at hand by which they could
hope to break it down.’ In utter despair of sav-
ing any of the children they turned their atten-

these they managed to save a few of the pupils,
THE LOCKED DOOR.

“They ccould have saved many more,” sald Mr.
RKelley te-night, “if the door had not been
locked. Nobody knows how many of the chil-
dren might have made their way out before my
wife reached there if the door had not been
iocked. If half a dozen men had been there
when my wife and her companion arrived at the
school perhaps ihey might have broken down
the door, but the two could do nothing, and the
flames spread so rapidly that it was all over in
& few minutes.”

The suburb of Collinwood ¢ about
eight thousand people, and within half an hour
after the outbreak of the fire nearly every one
of them was gathered around the blazing ruins
of the schoolhouse, hundreds of parents fighting
frantically with the policemen and firemen who
were busily engaged in saving the lives of the
children in the burning building and
doing their best to extinguish the fire.
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police were utterly unable, through lack
numbers, to keep away the crowd that
pressed upon them, and the situation soon be-
came =0 serjous that a number of the more cooi-
headed men in the throng took it upon them-
sclves to aid in fighting back the crowd, while
others worked to help the and the
police.

firemen

Among these latter men was Wallace Upton,

who reached the building shortly after the
front door had caved in and disclosed to the
horror siricken crowd the awful scenes that

had been enacted there. Just in front of Up-

ton’s €ves was his own ten-year-old daughter,
helpless in the ocrush, badly burned and
trampiled upon, but still alive. The fire was

close upon her, and if she could not be saved
‘at once she could not be saved at all.
sprang t Ip her and with all
sought her from the

Upton
his strength
weight that was
ng her down and from the flames which
were creeping clo Although he worked with
the desperation despair, strength
unequal to the task. He fought on until his
clothing was partly burned from him and the
skin of his face and hands was scorched black.
Other men
but he refused u saw that his girl was
dead and that he could not save her jife by sac-
rificing her own. He then withdrew from the
&choolhouse, so seriously injured
that about the place for
several hours, 20 to a hospital or
to seck medical attention
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attempted to induce him to move,
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RAPIDITY OF FLAMESE

The flames spread with such rapidity that
within th v minutes from the time the fire was
Aiscovered the schoolhous was nothing but
few blackened walls surrounding a ccliar filled
with bodies and debris

The firemen dacshed into the blazing wreck-
age, and with rakes, forks, shovels and their
bare hands worked in the most frantic inanner
with the hope of saving a few more lives. They

were unsuccessful, for none taken alive
from the ruins after the floors collapsed.

Besides the
the buildiz
Anna Rot
killed by ng from the attic to the ground

pir
Miss Ethel Rose,

was

chiildren who were Lkilled inside

:y

of the duilding, whose pupiis were the youngest
in the school, managed to get all but three of her

Finaneial confidence is based on indi-

vidual ecnfidence—

Steady nerves and a clear brain—
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“There's a Reason”

Mrs. Sprung ob- |

Climbing up she reached for her boy.

chatges out of the building in safety. Two of
the smalier ones she carried in her arms.
THE PRINCIPAL ESCAPED.

Miss Anna Moran, the principal of the schocl,
and two of the teachers, Miss Gollmar and Miss
Rowley, escaped by one of the windows in the
rear. They remained with the panic-stricken
children until they could do no more for them
and then sought thelr own safety.

Miss Laura Bodey, the only teacher on the
third floor, formed her pupils in line and
marched them down to the second floor, where,
finding the flames rushing up the stairway, she
turned them around and hurried them back
again to the third floor. She here broke a win-
dow with a chair and getting on to the platform
of the fire escape lifted out her puplis one by
one and sent them down.

Four or five children who broke from the line
she had formed and ran down the stairway
were killed,

One of the heroines of the catastrophe was
little Marie Witman, of No. 5217 Lake street.
She ran through the smoke filled halls and
grasped her little brother, whom she managed
to drag from the room and take out through a
windew, both of them being nearly strangled
with smoke.

Miss Pearl Lynn, teacher, narrowly escaped
death. She was carried toward the rear en-
trance by the rush of the panic stricken pupils,
and fell at the bottom of the stairs, with num-
bers of the children on top of her. She lay
there unable to rise because of the weight of the
bodies upon her. She was dragged from the
mass of dead children just in time to save her
own life.

One of the worst scenes of horror that at-
tended the fire occurred at the rear doorway
of the building before the firemen arrived. This
door, like the one in front, opened inward, and
it was locked. The children smere piled up high
against it. and when it finally was broken down
by their weight and by the fire that had partly
burned and weakened it the women who had
gathered outside saw bDefore them a mass of
white faces and struggling bodies. The flames
swept over the aisle, while the women stood
helpless, unable to lend a hand to aid the chil-
dren. Many of the women were unable to
withstand the sight, and dropped fainting to the
ground. The fire department was late in
reaching the building, and when it came the
apparatus was inadequate and the men were
volunteers, there being no paid fire department
in the suburb. The water pressure was not
sufficiently strong to send a stream to the sec-
ond story windows. Moreover, the firemen had
no ladder that would reach to the third floor.
The volunteers did what they could, but within
a few moments after their arrival the task was
one for ambulances alone.

At the office of the firm of architects which
designed the building the plan exhibited to-
night showed that the doors were originally de-
signed to open outward.

N. Y. SCHOOLS ARE SAFE.

So Says Superintendent Maxwell—
Due to Fire Drills.

“Since a large number of children were trampled
to death while fighting to get out of the old Green-
wich avenue school building when it burned to the
ground in 1865, there has not been one death by
ire among the thousands of children that during
the ensuing years have attended the public scihools
of this city,” said Willlam H. Maxwell, City Su-
perintendent of Schools, yesterday, when asked

concerning the possibilities here of a catastrophe
tion to the windows, and by smashing some of |

| ground fluor.

a teacher on the first floor |

similar to the one that occurred yesterday at Col-
linwood near Cleveland.

Superintendent Maxwell said that the fire drill,
in which the children of all the city schools are
made to participate at frequent intervals, is ilhe
one chief factor for the prevention of such a
calamity. It is requirea ot all principals of city
schools that they be able to dismliss their pupils
in not more than three minutes. Every classroom
is connected by an electric bel!l with the principal's
desk so he may communicate immedlately with
each room. The children receive no notice of the
when the flre drill will be held, and in the
al of flres that have occurréed in the
schools during the last few irs the instruction
in the drill has proved so effective that in less than
three minutes 2,500 pupils have marched out of
three-story burning bulidings to learn of the fire
only when they reached the street.

Superintendent Maxwell sald the school buildings
here were all fireproof, except a few in the outly-
ing districts. These buildings are low and stone
stairways and floors have been installed, he said,
to add to their safety.

MANY FIRES IN BRONYX.

cases

Keep Department on the Run—Boy
Arrested.

Following six fires, all believed to be incendiary,
which occurred in rapid succession in The Bronx
vesterday morning, Anthony Barber, a fourteen-
vear-old boy, living at No. 530 Brook avenue, was
arrested, charged with arson. The blazes endan-
gered the lives of hundreds of persons and kept
the firemen of the section so busy that by noon
they were tired out and able to respond to an-
other alarm only with difficulty. The quick action
of the police in several cases prevented the loss
of

The first fire was a two-alarm affair at No. 443
Wiilis avenue, which created a panic among the
twenty-four families llving there. Sergeant Was-
serman and Patroimen Robinson and Baffy, of the
Alexander avenue station, arrived in time to carry
out the wife and two children of Frank De Paul,
a barber, with a shop on the second floor. Three
other half-conscious women were carried out, while
a third jumped from a fire escape on the top floor.
S landed on the fire escape beneath and had
ted before being dragged to safety
little later a blaze was discovered in a six
tenement at No. 255 East 142d street,
At 10 o'clock the department was called to a five
story apartment house at No. 379 East 137th street,
where a fire had been started {n several places in
the cellar. Then followed calls to a fire in a five
story tenement house at No. 401 East 135th street
and to another in & double tenement house at No.
178 Brook avenue, occupied by fifty famiiles. When
the police arrived the fire escapes and stairways
were crowded with frightened women and children.
Before

life.

A

story

house

the

danger was over the firemen were
cailed to No. 441 East 124th street for the sjxth
blaze
RBarber < ideatified by two women as the boy
they had en running from No. 243 East 142d
street before the fire there was discovered e
wili be arraigned in the Children’s Court to-day.
late in the afternoon an attempt was made to

=et fire 1o the six story apartment house at No. 349
and 351 East 142d street. Charles Hochner, the jani-
tor, discovered the blaze in a baby carriage on the
On the floor and 'n the blazing car-
Tlage were & number of oil soaked newspapers. A
couple of pails of water sufficed to quench the fire.
Detectives were put on the case.

‘ | VATS EXPLODE ON CONSTABLE HOOK.
18, three little girls, Mary Ridgeway, |
d Gertrude Davis, were instantly |

Fire destroyed yesterday the wax department
bullding at the plant of the Tidewater Oil Com-
pany In the Constable Hook section of Bayonne.
The loss is placed at $125,000. No one was Injured.

In the buillding destroyed, a two-story frame
structure, were six big iron vats containing am-
monia and gas. The oll company’'s own fire de-
partment, as =oon as every effort had been made
in vain Lo save the vats, stationed its men at the
oil tanks near by to protect them.

One of the vats soon exploded and the heavy
cross beams were shot up into the air one hundred
feet or more. The other vats quickly followed and
tie alr was filled with blazing timbers. Some of
toem fell on the oil tanks, bul were promptly ex-
tinguished and the tanks were saved.

As there was danger of the fire's spreading, the
city department was called upon for aid. This was
guickly forthcoming and the flre was soon under
control.

A palr of horses attached to the engine of Bav-
onne Company 4 ran away while the hoge ‘;s
heing connected with & hydrant. Ar full gallop
they drazged the heavy engine over the meadewns
aiong the Kill van Kull. The engine Znally npnet
and busied iteell o Uic Bitk mud, where it still
Ea

TWO STATES FOR TAFT.

———

Continued from first page.

. t

dorse Secretary Taft as the choica of Kansas

for the Republican Prestdential nomination and

instruct the delegates to stand by him on every
preliminary test and on every ballot.

The administration of President Roosevelt is
enthuslastically approved. The work and the
records of Senators Long and Curtis and
the Congress delegation are also indorsed.
There is no indorsement of state candidates or
any attempt to outline a platform. This is left
to the August primaries. The four delegates
are also Instructed for D. W. Mulivane for na-

tional committeeman.

The following are the delegates to the Chicago
convention: TUnited States Senators C. 1. Long
and Charles Curtis, Robert McGonegle, of Colby,
and Grant Hornaday, of Fort Scott.

Willis J. Bailey, formerly Governor, before he
entered the convention te-day announced his
withdrawal from the race for Governor. To-
day's convention probably will be the last state
convention to be held in Kansas. Hereafter
candidates are to be chosen by primaries.

TAFT INDORSED IN LOUISIANA.

State Central Committee Acts—Opposing
Faction for Uninstructed Delegates.

New Orleans, March 4.—The two factions of the
Republican party in Louisiana held meectings here
to-day. Resolutions indorsing Taft were adopted
by the Republican State Central Committee, which
is recognized by the Secretary of State as entitled
to official use of the party emblem. The committee
fixed May 11 for the state conventlon to elect dele-
gates-at-large and alternates to the Republican Na-
tional Convention.

The state convention of the branch of the party
known as the ¢ld line regular Republicans, com-
posed mostly of negroes, was held to-day. Their

delegates-at-large to the national convention were |

unpledged. Resolutions were adopted
President Roosevelt’s
ing gratitude to Senator Foraker for his action in

the Brownsville investigaticon.

JOHNSON SAYS COULD NOT ACCEPT.

Blames Supporters Who Have Made His Can-
didacy an Anti-Bryan Movement.

[By Telegraph to The Tribune. ]

St. Paul, March 4.—Governor Johnson is re-
ported as saying that he would not accept the
nomination for the Presidency if it were offered
to him. Under the circumstances he feels that
he could not afford to accept the nomination
now. Amateur political managers who per-
mitted the opposition to couple his name with
Wall Street infiuences are held responsible for
the collapse of Johnson's boom. If it had been
sprung in time as a Johnson boom pure and
simple. independent of entangling alliances, it
is believed that it might have assumed pro-
digious proportions. But his managers permit-
ted the thing to drag along, and when the boom
got started it was not a Johnson boom, but an
anti-Bryan boom, which placed the Governor in
a position where if he should get the nomina-
tion it would mean sure defeat for him.

ON MARCH 4, 1909.

Mr. Taft's Reply to a Question as to Where
He Will Be Then.

v Telegraph to The Tribune. ]
March 4.—As he passed through this
city on the afternoon express to-day Secretary Taft
took advantage of a five-minute train stop to get a
big red apple for luncheon. He was disposing of it,
when & newspaper man stepped up and said, “Mr,
Secretary, where do you expect to be a year from
to-duy ?”

“That's a half question,” rejoined the Secretary

of War, in a non-committal tone. *Perhaps in
Washingion.
“Any way,” he added, I hope that March 4, 198,

will contain as much sunshine as to-day does.™

HUGHES LEAGUE IN XKENTUCKY.

i
Organized by Some of the Young Officials of
That Commonwealth.
[By Telegraph to The Tribune
Frankfort, Ky., March 4+—For the purpose of as-
sisting Governor Hughes of New York in securing
the Republic Presidential nomination, the
Hughes lsague of Kentucky was organized here

an

to-day. The officers elected are Thomas B. Mc-
Gregor, of Bardwell, Assistant Attorney General,

president; T. W. Vinson, of Lexington, assistant
superintendent of Public Instruction, vice-president;
Roy Wilhoit, of Ashland, secretary of the Railroad
Commission, secretary; Representative John H.
Haswell, of Breckenridge County; W. E. Bidwell,
of Louisville, Assistant Secretary of State, and R.

A. Cook. of the Auditor's Department, executive
committeemen. The officers represent every part of

the state, and are the most popular young officials
of the commonwealth.
P

HUGHES AND TAFT CLUBS AT HARVARD.
[By Telegraph to The Tribune.}

Cambridge, Mass.,, March 4. —About two hundred
Harvard students met thig afternoon and organized
a Hughes club. A Taft club was organized this

e and a strenuous campaign is promised be-
n the two clubs. The Hughes club holds a
meeting next week, when members of the faculty
favoring Hughes will epeak.
e ———
TAFT DELEGATES AND INDORSEMENTS.

Topeka, Kan., March 4.—The Republicans of the
1st Congress District here to-day elected Arthur
Capper, of Topeka, and Cyrus Leland, of Troy,
delegautes to the Chicago conventicn and instructed
them for Taft. The administration of President
Roosevelt was indorsed.

Wilbur. Neb., March 4.—The 4th District Republi-
can Convention to-day elected Samuel Rinaker and
T. E. Willilams delegates to the national conven-
tion and indorsed Taft for President.

Lincoln, Neb.,, March 4—The 1st District Republi-
can Convention to-day named Senator E. J. Burkett
and J. H. Arands delegates to the national conven-
tion and instructed them for Taft,

Washington, March 4.—Frank H. Hitcheock, Sec-
retary Taft's political manager, received a dispatch
from 8. G. Victor, of Sapulta, Okla., to-night, stat-
ing that the Republican Congress convention of
the 3d District of Oklahoma Instructed for Secre-
tary Taft for the Presidency to-day.

S

BRYAN INDCRSED IN RHODE ISLAND.

Providence, March 4.—~The Rhode Island Dema-
cratic State Central Committes decided to-day on
March 21 as the date for the state convention to
choose delegates to the National Democratic Con-
vention at Denver. The convention will be held in
this city. Resolutions were adopted indorsing the
candidacy of Wiliiam J. Bryan for the Presidential
nomination.

——e

DEMOCRATS WIN IN PEEKSKILL.

Peekskill, the old home of Senator Chauncey M.
Depew, and known as one of the Republican
strongholds of the state, was carried by the Demo-
crats at the spring electlons yesterday.

The Democrats elected thelr entire ticket
sisting of three aldermen, city treasurer, ;lg.sc_qsm-
and three water commissioners, by majorities as
hLigh as The Republicans, kd by County Clerk
Crumb, strove to make the typhoid fever
an issue agalnst the present water board.

con-

epldemic

TO IMPROVE PROVIDENCE WATERFRONT.
Providence, March 4.—Nearly $2 000,000 is t

0 be
£pent by the New Haven Raflroad in improving
local dock facilities and the Providence Harbor
front. Of this about $1,000000 will be spent on

docks or slips from Fox Point, to India
building out about hundred feet
present wharf line

Point and
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An aie personal study of F, Murion Craw-
ford, whose @ne cerial, “The Diva's nu|b;.,"' hr;::‘
in The fmday Trlbune of March 1, will be found
in mext Sunda)’'s Tribune.

intiy

indorsing

|

administration and express-

! him.
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EQUALIZING CHARGES.

BRONX BUREAU SYSTEM.

Bookkeeping in Assessment Proceed-
ings Under Haffen.

There was brought out yesterday by J. P. Mit-
chell, Commissioner of Accounts, in a continua-
tion of the investigation of the office of Bor-
ough President Haffen of The Bronx, the system
by which work was charged against assess-
ment proceedings ir the bureau of highways in
that borough for many years. After Henry L.
Bridges, who kept the assesement proceedings
books in the Department of Highways had been
on the stand almost continuously from 2 o'clock
in the afternoon until after 8 o'clock last night,
and it had been shown, from computations he
was directed to make by Commissioner Mitchel
from the figures in his own books, that £191 97
more had been charged to the grading and
regulating of Creston avenue than should have
been charged according to the time actually put
in by engineers and inspectors, Samuel C.
Thompson, principal engineer of the department,
was put on the stand.

Mr. Bridges had sald he had charged time to
proceedings, which had actually been spent on
other proceedings, according to the directions of
Mr. Thompson. After Mr. Mitchel had reviewed
the testimony of Mr. Bridges he pointed to cer-
tain items and asked: ‘“Are they truthful, or
are they false, as representing the actual time
put in by mer on that particular proceeding in
that month?”

“Well, they are false, if you put it in that
way,” replicd the engineer, after some hesita-
tion. He argued, however, that the system was
one that had been in use in the department for
many years.

It seems that in the ledgers, opposite the times
actually spent by engineers and inspectors on
the work, were placed red or blue figures show-
ing the amount of time that was actually
charged up to them, according to a system in
vogue not to allow the fees for engineering and
inspection work to run above 15 per cent on
any particular proceeding. This 15 per cent
rule was one established by President Haffen,
it was said by Mr. Thompson.

According to the charter only such work as
has been actually done on an assessment pro-
ceeding may be charged against it. Commis-
sioner Mitchel, who has examined assessment
proceedings in the bureau of highways from
1902 to the present time, says that all so exam-
ined have been figured in this manner. Whether
citizens, who have paid such assessments, would
have any suit against the city for recovery of
such assessments would be a question for the
Corporation Counsel to determine, he said.

Mr. Thompson said that certain blue pencilled
equalizations, as they were called, in an old
ledger had been made by him personally. He
contradicted Mr. Bridges in some particulars,
saying he had never instructed Mr. Bridges to
charge work done on one proceeding to an-
other, but that the practice had been to trans-
fer the cost of preliminary surveys done before
the letting of a contract to the cost of the as-
sessment proceeding when it got under way. It
had to be distributed over the entire time of the
work, as the figures for one month could not go
beyond the estimated percentage set at the be-
ginning.

President Haffen was not on the stand yester-
day, but will be recalled on Monday. The first
witness was Josiah A. Briggs, the chief engineer
of the office. Mr. Van Doren, counsel for the
Borough President, objected several
the way in which Mr. Briggs was being ex-
amined, causing Commissioner Mitchel tp ask
in some heat: *“Is it the purpose of counsel to
provoke the commissioners to exclude him from
the room, and thus create the specious appear-
ance that we did not allow Presldent Haffen to
be represented by counsel?”

“isn't 1t a fact,” Mr. Briggs was asked, “that
for ten years there has been a regular system
of equalizing charges for enginering work, done
by the transferring of men nominally from one
job to another, thelr
needed?”

“I don't know replied Mr. He
said, however, that in one case where charges
were preferred men had been transferred from
the topographical bureau to the
avenue assessment proceeding.

Ernest H. Rondell, who kept the assessment
books for some time but is now employed in the
Health Department, when asked if it was not
the practice to charge up engineering and in-
spection expenses in excess of 15 per cent to
other proceedings, replied that he believed it
was. He had heard Mr. Thompson directing
distribution of expenses, he said.

TROUBLE IN KINGS.

times to

when services were not

of it.” Briggs.

Washington

Hughes Men Make Offer. Kracke
Says, but It Is Denied.

Naval Officer F. J. H. Kracke, the regular leader
of the 15th Assembly District, Brooklyn, said last
night that the leaders of the Hughes League of
Brooklyn offered to come over to his side if he
would permit Congressman George E. Waldo to
attend the Republican National Convention as a
delegate. According to ‘he story, Mr. Kracke had
been called to Mr. Waldo's house to attend a har-
mony conference by Darwin R. James, jr., presi-
dent of the league and also of the Young Repub-
lican Club—an anti-Woodruff organization. The
story goes that in the course of the conversation
Mr. James turned to Mr. Kracke and, in the hear-
ing of Mr. Waldo, declared that the “league was
in discredited hands.” He proposed that Kracke
“take it over” and reorganize it and run it for the
good of the party. In return for the transfer of
the league to the regular organization wing, he
asked that Mr. Waldo be allowed to g0 as a dele-

gate to the convention. Mr. Krarke replied that
the choice of the delegates was in the hands of
the people. What he said about accepting the

present of the league he refused to tell last night.

Mr. Waido began his campaign against the regu-
lar organization of Brooklyn before the primaries
last fall. At that time State Senator Eugene M.
Travis was making a attempt to un-
saddle Postmaster Georze H. Roberts as the leader
of the 1ith Assembly District, and ex-Naval Officer
Robert A. Sharkey was making a successful fight
against the regular organization and the opposition
to his leadership in the 5th Assembly District both
on Hughes platformes.

A couple of nights ago the chief Republicans of
the 18th District met, and after passing the even-
ing discussing the fight that Mr. Waldo was mak-
ing ugainst Mr. Kracke decided that the Congress-
man had “no cause for actien” and advised him
to “drop it"” for the good of the party in the com-
ing election,

When asked last night regarding Mr. Kracke's
statement, Mr. James said:

“I deny Mr. Kracke's statement positively and
absolutely. I uever offered to make a deal with
We held the meeting to which Mr. Kracke
refers to discuss the conditions in the 18th Assem-
bly District a~d to try to harmonize the factions.
1 satd to Mr. Kracke, ‘if this fight can be checked
all can join together in the Hughes League, inas-
much as you say you are a Hughes man.’ Mr.
Kracke jumped to his feet and said: ‘Even if you
offer me o deal T will not enter into it with }:)\1'
I replied: “1 have not offered make any deal
with you.” 1 consider that Mr. Kracke's story is
made out of whole cloth.”

suecessiul

to
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DOUBLE BOARDING HOUSE TRAGEDY.
Worcester, March 4.-—Miss Vivian Phil-

lips, nineteen years old, was shot and killed to-

night by Harry Mounier. twenty-seven vears old,
of Philadelphia, who afterward shot fa-
tatly The shooting prlace at hoarding
house of William MetCann, No. & Sycamore street,
where both Miss FPhillips and Mounter bhoarded

Jealousy is believed (o have been the motive for

the shooting.

Mass ,

himself,

took the

NATHAN VIDAVER HELD.

PR
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mons. The detective then arrested Vidaver and
demanded the money.
MONEY FOR “A RETAINER'S FEE."

“That was for a retainer's fee” hotly as-
serted Vidaver.

“Do you want me to search you for it?" asked
the detective.

Vidaver then said: “Take the money. But
it was given, I say, as a regular lawyer's fee."

District Attorney Jerome said last night that
he “had been informed that William R. Mont-
gomery had been approached by Vidaver in
such a way that the crime of attempted extor-
tion was committed, and that certain testimony
was avaflable to show that the crime had been
committed. I was also informed as to certain
phases of the matter in connection with a ecer-
tain firm of lawyers, some of whom knew all
about it, but whose connection did not amount
to wrongdoing.

“Immediately after that
morning Beery telephoned me.” continued Mr.

Jerome, “and said that in his judgment a erime |

had been committed. Up to that time all this
office was seeking to obtain was evidence that
Vidaver had tried to extort money from Mont-
gomery. Beery said he thought it was a clear
case, and I told him to go ahead and arrest
Vidaver when the money was given him at the
Astor.”

When brought down from the District Attor-
ney's office to the Tombs court for formal ar-
raignment Mr. Vidaver was greatly excited. He
declared it was all a put up job on the part
of the District Attorney’s office, and said he had
been treated outrageousiy. The
ney and a large part of his staff we

Assistant District Attorney Kresel had charge |

of the case. Mr. Vidaver pleaded “Not guilty”

to the charge of extortion in obtaining the $500 | i

from Montgomery “by means of threats of un-
lawful injury to person and property.”
JACKSON HAS CONFIDENCE IN HIM.

Attorney General Jackson, when seen after
Vidaver's arrest, said that he had known him
for a year before appointing him to investigate
the Kissena Park scandal in Queens, and had
the utmost faith in his integrity.

“No. he was not recommended to me by either
Mr. Hearst or Clarence J. Shearn,” said Mr.
Jackson. “He has not been in
connected with banking investigations,
I don't know what connection he
have had with the Hamilton Bank. My of-
fice couldn’t have given out any facts or stopped
any facts in regard to the investigation of that
{nstitution, because we didn't have charge of 1L
I didn’t know anything about it until I learned

any
and

afterward that there was an indictment against |

Mr. Montgomery. As simply a special Deputy
Attorney General in the Kissena Park mat-
ter, Vidaver would have a perfect right to ac-
cept a retainer for some other case, and 1
not want the grand jury to confuse the actions
of a special deputy with the same ¢ frcums

as applied to a regular Deputy Attorney Gen-

eral.”

Moses H. Grossman
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Nathan Vidaver was born in Bost

yvears ago and v graduated fr the law
school of the University of Califorr in 1887T.
He came here and began the practice of law

twelve vears ago. He was a Democrat until Mr.
Hearst ran for Mayor, when he joined the Inde-

pendence League. Mr. Vidaver is now attorney

for several theatrical managers, but is not &\ Cystoms Inspectors Draw Ling
member of the Bar Associatic He has ap- | i

peared as a representative of the Independence Close When the Oceanic Docks.
League in the proceedings looking to t e Ao than one hundred customs inspectors wes
moval from office of William Leary, Super hen the

tendent of Elections,

RECEIVER'S DEMANDS UP.

Arguments Heard on Claims of C.

M. Preston and IHis Counsel.

Arguments on the amounts the receiver ar
counsel should receive for their §
the affairs of the now defunct New Yo
Loan Banking Company were heard ye
fore Referee Thomas F. Cons . Charles M. Pr
ton, the receiver, wanted $. for
during the last fiscal year, and Charles W.
jr., asked $0,000 for his services as cou
January 1, 197, to September 13, 1807

An accountant testified that 1 was
with the amounts paid the receiver, and that at th
rate of 213 per cent Mr. Preston Id receive
$10,492 08,

Deputy Attorney General Mott then took up the
examination, and it was shown that, reckone

services f{

ay

00 Lis servi
Dayton,

el from

@ fan

shou

x on
the 21 per cent basis, the racelver would have got
$19.995 94 for his first year's service The court,
however, reduced this nount to $12.000, It was

m suc

then shown that

eding years the recelver
would have got less th ¢

n $12,000 a vear if

s com-
pensation had been reckoned on the 2'; per cent
basis, but that each year he obt 1 ¢ zh to

bring his compensation up to that

Mr. Dayton explained the re
receive $30,000 for his services
he had spent on the company's
that he had got and forth Mr
wanted a detailed statement showing exactly what
he had done, and the referee directed Mr. Davton
to make one. The referee took the question under
advisement

S why he sh

cribing the
affairs, ti

o

ass]
Mott
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Wili. HELP JEROME.

Bar Association President Indorses |

Work of His Office.

District Attorney Jerome yesterday made publie
a letter received by him from Benjamin F.
It follows:

For thirteen years of my professional life I have
been a district attorney, a distriot
torney for my native cou ., and :‘.-.1 seven
years United States District ey for the East-
ern District of New York. If you think that I o
be of any service to you at the present tir
free to command me, without money and .z\
price.

Tracy.

al-

Then he got the following letter from John | 7
Cadwalader, president of the As

In the unadulterated demoeracy in which we live
no one is content to mind his own business, and
there appears te be no escape from self-constituted
bodles—generally without experience
to conduct publie affatrs over the ads of th
stituted authorities. 1 see that one of those =
is proposing to run your office, and because thers i

Bar wiation:

who -““.'m\'..

not room for two district attorneys ut the same
time propose to put you out

I hope you wili not serfously mind rublic
will not readily believe that your offic will im
properly shickd any one, d I am sure that the
bar will continue to sympathize with you and
assist you in prosecuting rascals of all kinds and

colors, without distinction, and equally in refusing
to surrender the conduct of vour office to any self
appointed prosocutors—however well meaning they
mayv he, and whether the press supports them or
not
e
FILES CURED IN 6 TO 14 DALVS

'r.\zhn Ol!\‘B}"&.ldE.\;.l;dcuuumnd to cure any case
of Itching, . Bl ing or Protrudl Fliss o
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WORK SAVED FOR MAYOR,

He and Controller Will Not Hege
to Sign New Bond Issue.

Pendleton

that it is

Corporation Counsel
Mayor and Controller
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PEACE PACT LASTING.

\City Chamberlain Says It Will Be
Democrats.,
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A BROKER'S ADVICE

An investment pamphlet published
by a prominent West Side real estat®
firm contains this sentence :

« Marketability of title. of
course, is nowadays not 2
serlous consideration, as n®
sane purchaser falls to have
his title searched and Insur-
ed by reputable companies
making a specialty of that
service.”

The firm in question always uses
our company. We were the first &8
the field we have examined the most
titles and are the most ¢
We nvemew‘m"

TilLE GUARANT:E
AND TRUST C°

Capital and Surplus, - $12,000,000
176 B'way, N. ¥ 175 Remsen St BAly®
350 Fulton St.. Jamaica.




