
;;. v
.., , ,ur,ldesi is dcvi >ted to ii •..•-•.

\u0084; : ;. . •; ,r |....;., j.. too < ..•• \u25a0

Indeed, she cannot, remarked Bett] n.-ith
on Hu:. then -''\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0 • m inu dm -• thought

h< w are m< th< r< to ]n< •\u25a0 \u25a0n • times
-

She* was sure of lu-r gn und iin"
Isuppose i? is die righi of on< woman to warn

another, resumed Mr- Van Alstvne, "in a case
—

if
;• Don't you agree with mer"

Her right! exclainw dH» •:; "Itis her duty
"Yes, her duty," repeated Mrs Van Alstynt

"\u25a0 Her duty, even wh< a
Sht- ceased speaking, aught her breath, then

began to weep softly
Betty went t" the eld< r \u25a0• \u25a0 man's sid< and laid h< r

arm gently on her neck It y< v were g< ing to
speak of Mr Delancy 's attention t< (.<:.:t she said,
"you need r."i ;^hc does noi care for him, and we
have learned something wl ;. makes us disappr •\u25a0 <•

oi him
"

Mrs. Van Alstvne looked v] h.jstily "He has
made me very unhappy aboui th :• said

"
IK-

has persisted in urging Mr Van Alstyne and i \u25a0 I
help him in his suit. He says we ian influi n< \u25a0

Instead "fdoing th.it. I Icaraehi re to warn you

Mark—myhusband— thoughi 1 sh( uld do so They,
Mark and" he, have had • i.\u25a0 tn ible about some
wretched checks or drafts Everything was noi
quite proper, m t regulai 11 cost Mark thousands
oi doltors; bul be overlooked the matter t.. preveni

the .i}pearance of scandal Bui in spite of all
that, Herbert has demanded thai we help toinfluence
you in his favor. Although ht- i~ only a distant
cousin, the thoughi oi a scandal becoming public
nearly killsme." She rose, and sobbed as frankly a
Betty who, her tears flowing in sympathy, pot ht-r
arms about her

"Would ii be a relief to y- v if he could be kept
away rror ..- a untry

—
always;

The e1ler woman liftedher head high and shook it.

as one shaking ofl something which smothers, and
then uttered -. long sigh of relief.

WHi:\ -hv Courtneys went to town they ttx k

the Van Alstynes bouse. Mrs Van Alstyne
had urged this at a later call when the subject oi
Delano was noi mentioned

It is all very well, 1 suppose." she said, "for
married people to entertain m an apartment; but
the i; r̂^v-: apartment in New York is not a home,
and Virginia must have a home for what entertain-
ing \u25a0-.: «'.\u25a0 i!\u25a0 r her

Calcutta, or Carl as he must be called now, in-

their stay, as \u25a0'..• Van Al \u25a0 \u25a0:•• ha-i decided to go

South -.-.:'!.\u25a0 stopping in New York
Betty murmured sympathetically that sh< hoped

Van Alstyne's health was not the cause of their
foregoing the delights of the opera. She said this in

her most confidence-inviting voice, for she had easily
discovered that his health was not the subject on her
caller's mind, and she wanted to know what the sub-
ject really was. .

sides the advantage an \u25a0\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0 \u25a0-

•
'\u25a0'/ sympathetic

nature gave her in divining another'! and specially
a woman's, state of mind, Betty": professional train-
ing was a help to her here. Accustomed during all... stage career to the keen exert ise of every per-

ceptive faculty to aid her inreading the minds ol the
cautious and suspicious, the open m nd of the sub-... before her, the product of a simple, open
life, plainly showed to Betty a second motive at

work,—something beyond the matter of the town

house. . . „
•

Mr Van Alstyne has been looKir.g so very well

lately." Betty added tentatively
•lie is very well," said the caller, with a sudden

plunge of determination leaning forward to place
hex teacup on the table "1 fancy it

-
pigs

"Pips? queried Betty, thrown off her scent.
•' Yes Your dear uncle has made an enthusiast

of my husband on the subject. He walks miles and
mites every day looking after the pigs.

'

"Genie'is out with her father king after our
piCS \u25a0\u0084 \u25a0-..• confided Betty, with so Might an em-

phasis on the name of her daughter that her caller
was not conscious of it,and •• old have been vastly

surprised to know that Betty had placed the em-

phasis to lead her gracefully to the subject she at

once took up. „ , .,••
Yes Genie. Every* is so fond oi her,— un-

spoiled! Myown daughters are loth married.
••And so* happily, everyone says, murmured
tty, refillingher caller's cup. ..,,-,
"Fxactlv," replied Mrs. Van Alstyne; It is a

compensation for a mother when she loses the com-

panionshipof her children toknow that they are hap-
pily married. Our daughter married well. Idon t

mean in a worldly sens, or.ly but well-^ell-

She hesitated for the v, > 1 and Betty whispered it
sweetly as she dropped a imp sugar into the tea:

"Domestically.' . , , -
"Precisely. You are so clever with words! < toe

of our sons in law goes m for golf and the other for

something in the way of investigation.-I think rt is

cuneiform something It takes him to the most

outlandish places, digging up dead cities; but

i;

BEFORE the C
—

:.• ; \u25a0

-.'.-re ready to go to New
York, \u25a0 -\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0:\u25a0

-
had departed from the colony
:o live for a few weeks, it
tras ariKranced in the colony
gossip, ia his town apartment:

Hi? going was a -\u25a0'..-: to Bi "-

tv.who had a reason fcr sup-
posing

—
-he could interpret his... attention to Genie in

no other way
—

thai he would
bring matters to a crisis by a
croposa] for Genie's hand.
Betty dreaded tohave this ha;

-
pen while they -were still at the
colony; she knew her husband
too well not to know that if
Delaucy went to him onsuch a
quest the interview "would be
'iktly :\u25a0• .-\u25a0.\u25a0\u25a0 a
physical <acounter.

As i< this initself Betty had
no misgivings. She had been
Richard's fellow performer, and
knew t' tter than anyone else
"?.'ha: .::< cding, patient; physi-
cal training her husband had
nndergone; how, to perfect
hnnself in a single new feat.
he had first devoted a year of
\u25a0axrk to the development of
seme set of muscles: how all
this constant^ intelligent physi-
cal training had made him
s&aos? as remarkable for his
Ciength .1- for his quickness
ar.d dexterity. What Betty
<ir*£c< \u25a0 ".,..5 that such an en-
cosnter might occur •: the
DOlony -'here it could not be
concealed That small, close
corporate r. held few secrets,

DM the \u25a0:•\u25a0•:• not
yet weE enough anchored to

withstand ".he storm of gossip
that would be raised by such
fc

-Bat." thought Betty, "if
we cat; postpone this ... we
ret to tojs a, no one need know.
Anything can hapj>en in New
York ar;'s not be Known, and almost everything does."

"Xo,I): *:."she said to her husband. I'm not in
the {east shv

—
oh. what's the word?

—
not at all

doubtful about what will ..... you and Delancy
rr.:x it vj

—
•\u25a0\u25a0-•. a physical encounter, Imean.

He mast be forty pounds" heavier than you. and he
\u25a0csed to rather star as a bra

- —
be prominent as a

boxer, Imean,
—

but since that time in Germany
when voa conned-— con

—
con

—
Is there no polite

«ord for it?"
"Confounded," suggested Richard.
"Why. of course." assented Betty delightedly,

fur she -.vas making rapidprogress in jiolitelanguage."
since Y'.-j confounded that committee in Berlin

~-ho were
- . at you within three feet, yet

couldn't see your hands' move when you took the
frops— the ]»roj»ertie=, Imean

— from me, I've had
taith that you could make op with speed what you
lack inweight. You .-\u25a0 too slick

—
er,sudden, alert,

adept— :-.r ordinary men."'
Richard in.iled as his wife recalled a notable oc-

casion when a committee of distinguished German
Scientists solemnly declared that Monsieur Courvatel
had not done a thing they thought they had seen him
do.because they had not seen him do a certain other
thirj? without the doing of which he could not have
done the -.•\u25a0\u25a0 thought they had not seen him
*»J although; on the whole, then was no doubt that
he had c',m

-
it.

"Aridall in the world itamounted to," said Rich-
«jt<3. commenting on his thoughts, "was that they
c:d not see my hand move when Iexchanged with
!''\u25a0-•• sealed package for the unsealed one. It is
w»yt the simplest tricks which fool people the
\u2666Host."'

"That's true," remarked Betty. So I thought
1d call on Mrs. Van Alstyne to-day and mention

£hat her cousin's attention to Virginia seemed to
"are a serious purpose.**

"And so find out from her if the knows what we
*3Xrw concernine him," Richard promptly rejoined.

Betty laughed at this example of domestic mind
leading. "Oh, Dick!" she said, "you see why 1

always be square with you. for if Itried to be
K&ytbisgelse you \u25a0: come the old mind leading trick

me, and
— '"

"And give you a kiss." interrupted Richard after
cutting short'her -.-\u25a0'\u25a0. in the manner his words

"I

l: interview with Mrs. Van Alstyne came about
without Betty's s**kingit;for she called toorfer

Uie Courtneys the use of her residence in town during
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