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in A. !>. • tali light were in the p..rl ir

there \u25a0\u25a0\u25a0::'.' -he w »ulil>e r mse-l
:>v 1glare •! her .-velni-'

Her windows were runs: wide and the ni^hr
.ir was streaming in As . .\u25a0•:. as hi> eves m-
...:ii-: -> that he cuuil >cc i>v the starlight
he m ,i'- >'it her form in the bed. her face on
the pillow; the thick brawls •: her dark hair
round her .mall lieiu£rrthose delicate ihild-
lsh features "Why. -he only a child" llod
help me! What have Idone, marrying her*
Imust hove '»•<•" enzy! in»u.>». '»•• w.rv
th inIthought!;

Kor him. is for I'unl -}>>rr was a nse in

life >a is the pursuit >{ the loftier of the only
!wi areers oj>ening from his school i>t the
itreets and the K«n^s

—
the career •>! pnifes-

iion.tl crook m! the Career of professk»nal
port lint low uid marriage hiu] set him

t.i doubting, i" thinking that perhaps for
'the kittens ..V.,' he would do well t.. ilnip

his profession for \u0084ne -he would '•»• less likely
to have 1 prejudice against Now- lw.>
weeks marrieii not .1 rent in the world;prison.
-tri|H-s surely lu> unless the ri^ht answer 1 ame
i.. the telegram he had sent his one flush arid
friendly u.jiia-.ntan. c, >>ld Sh.g.— pris«»n.
stri|«-s .md this 1 hild wife of his awakening
from her dream \u25a0: love to realize all in one
Mastmi,' horror that she wa- the wife •>! a
gambler and Mitt>trd! /V jailbinl's wife! lack
groaned aloud Then he reined himfcett in so
iharj>ly that his heart almost st..[if>cd beating

The t-init s>. gracefully :.wing the covets

stirred '"Jack. 1- it you?' i-.ime in a low
v .1. c. feigne<lly full of ileep

!didn't m.an to wake you f'Uga.V he iaid
regretfully And he :na.|.- for his d «>r
\u25a0•i;,,,,([ night, d.-.ir

'

But I'm wide uwake n>w.' ihe pleadcl
»Please come and talk to nic a minute."

Inthe rr -n,;:-.' *«he Saul confusedly. "Iin

dead tired, .t.i you need sleep tittle/girl^• IMease. lack!" She was sitting up in \u25a0•• 1

Her movements had -h.ik.-ti into the nr th.-
perfume -ti her tlowerlike youth It came
drifting to him He clenched his teeth to
suppress .isob |usl one kiss, if least!"
she said; \u25a0 •tnt...l.i. n.-.l by the liinne

She !\u25a0••\u25a0!. \u25a0•• I tike a saint to hin : -he •a- a
..nut to him He worshiped the humblest il
her garments strewn carelessly about the
room for in her motherless bringing up. -.he
had not been taught order He idvaneed
with slow-, reluctant feet •m ml the be 1 At
the touch t»f h.-r tinkers on his cheek, he \u25a0•:;

dered. When her lips, persisting, found .1.

lie XT( » dizzy mil faint. Suddenly he caught
her to his bre 1

•' '
Y.ni do live me now,

don't you
'

he \u25a0 r;e i. '."Don't you my little
oiga?;1

Ii>
— ; !• >he lunuui 1 "An.i n •

matter what . \u25a0\u25a0. dil >• «•! •\u25a0 be 1111 \u25a0 of u-.
I'd still love you!Ji

He drew away in li.iriv. Then lie realized
it 1 >ult| have been no m -I- than some chance
farelxxiing that made her put the situation
.viexactly ml > word- "No. you wouldn't

—
you loiiMn't'" he said. Bui you do love
me now

'
Under his breath, "At least. Idid

have her! They can kick \u25a0•; \u25a0 down to intern >.
but they can't • ike that away from me'""N'n matter what you did." she per*i-.ted
solemnly; and he knew her instinct had felt
...in.- par' of the truth.

"
I'lllove you always

—always—Jack'"
'."That's goo«l!" he crie<i \u25a0..•;.\u25a0: He hadn't

the faintest temptation £•» tell her. Crowd
'em! Crowd 'em!

—
that hat! •\u25a0 •\u25a0• l>een his

motto. He would hold up his hand, would
play it to the last canl! lie was sure to !•>-<\u25a0
he had :.• already. Hut he'd no! throw
town his hand

—
not he! He kissed her again.

tenderly, cheerfully. ""»'.\u25a0> .d nig! 1 kitten."
he said:

She drew ii her breath sharply. — kind of
childlike sob.

"What is it?" he a.ked.
'"I

—
! love you

—
-»'

'
she murmured.

A knife thrust coulii not have caused ..
keener pain. "i'.>il night,' he muttered,
rushing into ;ii- own r>nn. Every nerve in
'11- !•>dy was jumping Hut. as it her eye-
v.-i\u25a0• ..-.-mi; he tlung •>if his evening ilnthes.
whistling softly, splashing carelessly about \u25a0\u25a0

the l>ath room. • .!!••I into be»i like a m 111 in
a hurry •\u25a0.\u25a0\u25a0•\u25a0 sleep that is impatiently
iwaitirii! him.

I-I!". i.y until his nerve re \u25a0• lie 1 against the
restraint: the:: he rr>se. «Ed the door

\u25a0 \u25a0\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0• the bed p>>mi", and with stealthy
step i>a....-.l the \u25a0! 1 •\u25a0 until, I>ward seven, he
heard her stirring He began to dress, making
a great deal oi noise al \u25a0•\u25a0!• if. Aftera shave,
cold plunge, and fierce rut»d«»wn, he felt l»etter:-• vigorous an.l dominating i* l»>dv over
mini]in vnuthful health and \u25a0••..•\u25a0 »Crowd

\u25a0•::.! Crowd 'c:u'" he said with .» hoj>etul
energy that was notaltogether pretense And.
though it was only by determined effort that
he kept the cheerful expression on hi- features.
the sight ••t his apparently cure-tree coun-
tenance in the glass gave Kirn a further lift.
After ill.it was by nn means the fir-it time he
had dangled in the ragged, raveling edge of
ruin. '"It's only tear for her that s putting
my nerve on the bum," he thought.

Theretofore she had alw -s come in her
Ire .:-••\u25a0 to watch him shave. Ele won-
dered why the door between their bed rooms
remained closed, until he remembered that he
was rising mucn earlier than usual, '."^he's
1;

-
back ,ty bed." he decided. "Maybe I'll

get 1chance, t" malce .1 sneak without 'having
to face her again. Without having to tace
her itgain! -

Why. probably he never again
would face her, would \u25a0••-• her. his saint, his
light, h:- love! Weak as .. rag, he a.re.-t

to a chair; \u25a0\u25a0 . the miseries •>: bis \u25a0\u25a0.— :• tor-

tured him like a .warm >t rat* eating a ptn-
i>ne>l man ahve

Asound at the il^.r between the 'nil' \u25a0"\u25a0'\u25a0-'
He sprang to hi.- feet, hang hts expression,
his whole mien When her eyes tV»«n<l him.
he was at the mirror, making » right scarf... a bow at his neck an<i c'ly whistling
"Champagne Charley." which happened to

be the li.irre! organ favorite r>f the moment

Y«>u feel in-ttcr this morning, 4{.>n't yw'

OMfi she.' the beautiful h^ht inher eyes which
made him U-r-1 is if he were hearing the music
•f the Kr<"a' orgiih un.!>-r the lofty arche*.

•".Yes. indeed." he crietl H»- venture.! .»
;H.k at h.r And Vou»V

"Oh. I'm \u25a0!! nt:ht
"

she assured him.
Hut he ... she was not He didn't

[ike the heaviness of h.-r eyetitls. the ilet-p
rcl ul the i'1:-1'. in her heck's He went to
her
"It- v\.in:i

—
terribly warm, to-day." -he

>aid nervously. 'Anl Ifeel > h'tte exh.m^te-!.
that's ail

"

11, ti««k hot] of her inn- Through her
night dress he could feel the fever. She was
11' 111 at last, a>... <.f worrying over
his strange conduct and of concealing her
worry! One more misery: i.nr more huge
rat in the banqueting swarm! He picked
her up and earned her back '\u25a0» bed. "Til

•
a doctor." he -tul lightly. '"You 'n.i\f

iomt fever V >'i j>r<!>al>lv trau<hl .. httle
\u25a0:.i

\u25a0

I -.»." >he -*v.l jcratefully. ' It-
really nothing ..' all !i'H> n,vl

-i \u25a0'..k-
r.>r

Who's boss in thu-. family?" he deinantied
with tender railWy. as he tucketl her in an.i
ki-sed her. A stitch in time saves nine"
We're '\u25a0.•.• the kittendown Mck
lUit in his own room again, he mutterwl !«•-
tvveen lu^ .-^et teeth, between his white drawn
!ir« ''I'mw.l "....i 1 1"..-!1 '...•«- ?i...v-'r,. i-mn.l^

o the way '>». k •> the hotel -.vitii the
doctor he *aid abruptly. "L»x»k here.

.•\u25a0'\u25a0: I'm a .;>\u25a0 •!r.
—

a prutessv m.tl garo-
'
.liT Iwas ;.;:;. \u25a0<\u25a0\u25a0 i last fughl My wtte

\u25a0 .till'- >{ .4 <\u25a0 \u25a0\u25a0>•<. family, an.l she don't k:i>v<
.il).uitmy business, norabout mybeing pincb«il
She's from a town hnt West and i d̂ead
innocent iii.i as •

\u25a0 .1^ t?-e push with the
\u25a0a injjs n|> yonder. .\:vi >he"s ti \u25a0' t• kn >\. .!•
you understand ?^

"Certainly." \u25a0i- : the i\u25ba• >r chilly. "I
shall Ik- discreel

"I'veK°l t.. n> '-• »«rt in an hour
'

con-
:\u25a0!!\u25a0.. i the yiiunj;man But igave anothef
name when Iwas arrested; -->. :i I_;•\u25a0' off,
she needn't ever i.ti•«

The .!i.iir looked at him with tiu- dutiful
pity •>[ respectable for pariah. "Mv ruun);
friend, >\u25a0 ..ll.i he.

'
*l< you know that all com-

mon, panit>lers caught '".erf now .•\u25a0 xrn: \u25a0\u25a0•\u25a0

fora ye i:
'

"So I've heani
"

>n.l Det»ncev with every
apiiearance >l tran<|tiiUity.

What hope have vt>u tli.it
—"

"None." repli \u25a0\u25a0{ Ja>A with.i.-lir'i^• Ho« will it l<es
puis»l>te t>» et|»lair: t".::- t \u25a0»

your wife, when . •'! don't return*^lijbe much'jobtiged \u25a0• vnu { ntUi answer
that question

'
retorted Jacl"

Have you inInothint; toNreafc the shock]
to paw the way, t»

— "
"
\ >thinK cut •• lack. N•••\u25a0,•:. • What

the deuce 0.u1.l : say? When y.u see her.
;. ••!!! uiiilt-rstaiil."

The mill; Rambler's kti \u25a0\u25a0 :\u25a0\u25a0•: \u25a0 ••-
tated, exasperated the .i>. t.»r. who was :»
deeply religious m.>n "I'm .\u25a0,:.••\u25a0.-
heartle-isne**!" he cned. '

Have you thought
what willhappen when she Urarnshovt you've
t'.- iti-.iher'"

"Yes. I've thought of it." said Delancey:
and now his I.11- au^i U«ofc made i'r. Sedlevsuddenly revise his \u25a0>i>int>t;. "I'm :4 gam-
bler.",' he went on:

'
..;• by the holy! I'm

human."
"I

—. >\u25a0\u25a0-: •:••\u25a0,:.,• stammered Sedley:
and he had -.\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0• imptiUe r»-4tj» htsarxn
through Jack's. The \u25a0: \u25a0\u25a0\u25a0.. •wd

-
the easier

t>> r.-.i \u25a0 because there woa something ?r. the
'

\u25a0tnughuw ••-.•• t.>n:i. tr. the thi 11
i>t those stronj; features, that made the i.je..
\u25a0\u25a0: trying t<> •.\u25a0.\u25a0\u25a0• mucfa like
rushin); vi the assistance >«: a t..1! tree n>v!v:n£:
in a storm.

When they were at tw elevator. Delancey '.
•id. "11l not go up with you. 11l hurry

.«l;>i!^ that nurse you telephoned for. I«i !>e
ot no use up there, iwant her to think I'm
not worried •\u25a0••\u25a0.: he Besides— -1 can"!
face her a^ain."

I'lltake care of all that." said the tUictor
gently. "Wait on \u25a0 m the office, and I'lli*tyou k:ti»w how she is."

Hist J.i<:k knew. Her- was tr.e >.«rt of fever
th.it would j»ass in twenty-four hours if her
mind could Ik? freed: bui it" her mind were
not relieved, or it there were any fresh an\i-
eties

— "Still, .... he" tne<i to re-
assure himself. "She'll j«ull through.
Only

— \u25a0' Wouldn't she wish she hu.l <l!<*i.-
Wouldn't tie it be better than staggering . r
with such a burden >\u25a0:' shame?

IN court, he stood at the !>ar. erect, white.
calm. Lesicif pasty, quivering Mulhns. The

amateur sports did :. •: api>ear, an.l their bail
was declared forfeited.

-
Then the case in I

heard There was no det\.«se; there cuold be
none. Mullias was sentenced, —

.me year at
liar.l tabor. Delancey st<«-.>d op and faced the
Judge alone."Ben:: \u25a0:: kid the Judge, tor that was
the Ruaie he .... t gives the police, "you .ire a
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