
The Prim? Minister? vitality has not been

impaired during the week, but his recuperative

power hi sluggish «md disappointing. His resig-

nation is looked for either before or after the

Kings turn from Denmark and Norway. It
-;.= probably true that his intention to retire has

tx-on communicated to the Kingat Biarritz and

that Mr. Asquith has been recommended as hie
\u25a0•\u25a0\u25a0*\u25a0 .<\u25a0>••:

Cabinet making willbe difficult, owing to the

rival claims of John Morley and Lloyd-George

for the Chancellorship of the Exchequer. Gossip

hi the snicking room of the Commons points to

Lewis Harcourt as a compromise candidate, but

there is no authority for i".

Premiers Resignation Looked For

Soon— German Loan and Sea Power
[speox.l by --.'-< to Th*Tribur.t.l

ICopUsht. I**.*» ™« Triburt -T~l*tmtak-
London. April4.-The government is still tak

in« in a legislative cargo which cannot be un-

loaded without an autumn session. As Mr

Birr**-*Irish university Mil Is likely to meet

With little resistance, it may have second place

after the licensing bill, but the housing and

port of London meußM *"1be jettisoned with

,he eight hours mining bill, even if a com-

ptßWiT be effect.-d regarding the education

controversy. A ministry remarkable for ad-

ministrative ability is turning out measures as

complex as those of the reform administration
headed by Gladstone in IS6*. and there is a

•cam allowance of time for enacting then, even

if the. lords refrain from blocking them.
There, will be a roar days' struggle next week

over the licensing bill on its second reading, and

many weeks
—

Easter must be allotted for

I
its passage through committee. Mr. Asquith

\u25batill exhibits a strenuous driving power in his

conduct of business, and is improving in the

an of managing men. Judgment must be sus-

pended until he produces his pension scheme

and the socialist trend of his belated radicalism

is disclosed. y- \u25a0

he is leading the Commons

po well that a general election is not expected

before ISIO.

. The debate on the section lasted throughout

\u25a0\ the day and until nearly !•o'clock this even-
m) Jnr. The discussion was sharp throughout, and
W T*-*nt on amid continoal agitation and interrup-

tion. The hou.se was fairly evenly divided, the
"bloc" supporting- the government against the
reposition of the .S.-w-ialists. the Poles and the

<\u25a0- •-« party. When the result of the division
\u25a0*« announced a ncere of the wildest tumult oc-

**urr*"<i, the. house adjourning in great excite-
ment.

The result of the hatsi. b action on this
portion has b<v»n awaited with intense interest
throughout tlie empire, owing to the fact that. it affect* \.>\u25a0•<<'•• non-Germa.n inhabitant?,
comprising the Poles in the eastern provinces,
the. Danes in the north and the French in Al-
mco-Lorraine, in addition to The le*s mportant

**<-*? not bj tUnsj German— the Wends, the
ifastirians. the Lithuanians, the Caaaubiane and
the Czech*.
f

One I,ans;uaac Voted by Reichstag

for the Empire.
Berlin. April 4.—The Reichstag this evening

adopted by a vote of :>•<• to 170 Section 7 of the
government's associations bill. The debate at-
tracted the largest gathering of members re-
ported in years. •>- out of \u25a0 total of ?.U~ being
pre«nt. Thr*« members declined to vote.

This Motion enacts that the Gfrman language
hi compulsory in all public meetings in every
Pawl of the empire, except in the cane of inter-
national <•nn?resse« •'- eleriion meetings. Fur-
ther exceptions will be permitted during the
next twenty years, after the promulgation of a
law for Those districts where «*>«ipfrcent of the
inhabitants si^>ak \u25a0 language other than Ger-
man, but in these cases the authorities must be
informed that n meeting is about to be held
«nd aJso what Janjruace is to be spoken, so as
ir> aJlow \u25a0 competent police reporter to be
present.

*nr>no MARCH TO RIOTERS' GRAVES

other Foreign News see Page
'•

SPRECKELS GETS MEXICAN GRANT.

Mexico City, April4.—John D. Spreiket*. lbs Cali-

fornia steamship and railroad man, has started
home after havinsr procured from the Mexican
government \u25a0 concession j^a-tinif him th» risrht
to build his Turoa & Pan Diego Railroad through
Mexican territory for fifty miles.

SAN JUAN PLANS LINE TO NEW YORK.

San Juan. Porto Rico. April 4.—Representatives

of the leading business firms of San Juan heM a
meeting hen to-day for the purpose of establish-
ing a co-operative steamship company to run ves-
sels between Porto Rico and New York to obtain
relief from the present high freight rate?.

PROTEST AGAINST •'FAKE' SARDINES.

Xantes. Franca, anrfl \u2666 The aardtae preservers

of France, in congress assembled, protested to-

d?y against the ruling of the American Depart-

ment of Agriculture which permits other canned

fish to be brought into the I'nited States aadav the
name of French yardine*. Furthermore, ths con-
gress demanded that the government rie

prosecute the shippers rf these fraudulently la-

belled prodm :s.

Laborers Picking Up Many Small Coins Ded-

icated to Revival of Trade.

Tokio. March ML—An instance of the depression
prevailing fai Japan may be found in an UKldaal
Just recorded by the vernacular papers. Behind

the Imperial Hotel, in Tokio. hundreds of laborers

ar,now enscaged in the construction of an elevated

railroad. These men have been picking up in the
excavations coins of small value, and there is
hardly a laborer who hax not collected a fair share
of t!-.i? currency. The coins are of th* sort nanally

resPrve.l tor street beirpars and alms box»«. DOBV
i7p':.s of the Tokio "Tenderloin" have been W«l te
go to this neighborhood at night and throw thes-e
email coins into the excavations as offerings to tlie
god of the earth, with an accompanying prayer

for an early revival of business.

BUSINESS DEPRESSION IN JAPAN.

Threaten to Extend Building Trades

Lockout tot .'<><><»»<> Men.
[Special by French Table at The Tribute. I

[Copyright. 1009. by The Trfbune AsSHMtlaa 1 .
Paris April4.-The conflict between the mas-

ters and the laborer* in the buil,linK industry

which began on May I,1006, ami ha* simmered
along: with Intermittent strikes and sabotage or

obstructionism on the part of the worklngmen.

incited by professional Socialist politicians M

the General Labor' Confederation, to-day as-

sumes proportions likely to prove a severe tax

upon the fertile resources of the Clemenceau

Cabinet The lockout d«fclare«l by the masters,

to go into effect at 5 o'clock this afternoon. Put

fifty thousand masi>n.i out of work,and M. 1u-

lemin, president of the BuHdtng Syndicate.

states that if thai measure does not bring the

masons to accept the terms offered on March I.

it Will b- followed up progressively with furth-r

lockouts against the carpenters, painters,

plumbers, glazier*, locksmith!., chimney build-

er?, electrician.", gasmen and each of the cor-

poration's category of men engaged in house

building.
This would put two hundred thousand men

out of work in Paris alone. M. Vlllemin states

that this is the first time in the history of the

building trades in France that a genuine lock-

out has been resorted to. which, he affirms.

is fullyJustified by the circumstances. Vlllemin

says that the agitators of the five labor unions
tyrannize over the workingrmen and prevent

them from accepting the terms offered, and to-

day th" walls of Paris are covered with notices
appealing directly to the masons to signify Indi-
vidually their acceptance, and thus end the two

years' conflict. The terms offered in the posters

are an increase of 20 per cent over the wages

that prevailed at the time of the strike in UU
This would give the masons 19 cents an hour,

the stone decorators 20 cents an hour and other

classes In proportion. The terms also allow a

working day of ten hours during eight month?

of the year, nine hours during November and
February and eight hours during December and

January, with Sundays and holidays. The em-

ployers reserve the right to engage all indus-
trious worklnjrmen whether they belong to

syndicates of labor unions or not.

The masters declare that these constitute the
maximum concessions they can make. On the

other hand, the labor unions demand \u25a0 working

day of nine hours, with the exception of eight-

hours during th« three winter months, and an

increase of 5 per cent over the wages offered by

the masters. They also insist that no man not

belonging to a labor union shall be employed.

M. Nleolet, secretary general of the labor unions,

say3upon this issue th«>y have resolved to make I
war, and that the workingmen are determined

and prepared to fight it out on these line«. even
should the lockout last six months. Several hot-

headed leaders of labor unions declare that this

is the beginning of the social revolution. M.

Clemenceau. Prime Minister and Minister of the
Interior, and his colleague. M. Vivianl. Minister

of Labor, have received and listened to delegates

from both sides, but at present there are only

faint hopes of reaching a compromise. The

struggle is being watched with the greatest of

interest, as it is the first time in France that a

lockout has been resorted to on such an im-

portant scale. Meanwhile the average law-

abiding citizen of Paris, such as one meets in the
streets, cafes, tramways, etc.. expresses sym-

pathy with the masters and not with the work-
ingmen in the present conflict. C. I. B.

PA RIS EMPLOYERS i( T

FIFTY THOTJSAM) 01 T

Hup* Demonstration Made in Rome, but
Authorities Repress Disorder.

Boat. April 4-A r"^°v
-

of :a,iw) o the
•MifcnMa of Boa road" its way shro'i^h the mam
thrro'Jgbfares \u25a0-\u25a0' ?he ..\u25a0--\u25a0 .^.?, to the -rip,.
t»ry where ar» the £

—
.-^. of the mmm kilieii m

•"\u25a0• riotinp of la?t Thu!>d<jy. Th- progress of the
rr#- was srftnessH by I Bands of persons from
he>r.rr«. windows md lets along the line of
rrarch.

On arrivirs at the cemetery wreaths were de-
Ttfttite-3 on th* Braves of the victims. Fiery
»pee<~y.-« were delivered in the cemetery, but
there was as outbreak or disorder of ai;y kind.
The authorltien had taken precautions to have
troops present la large numbers.

REVOLUTIONIST FLEES FROM CASTRO.
V.lHernFtad, Island of Curacao, April 4.

—
Alejan-

dro Ducharme. who Is well known as a leader of
revolutions In Venezuela, arrived here to-day from
I*Guayra. Ducharrae had reason to believe that
President Castro was after him. He dJepulsed
himself as an Englishman, obtained a British pass-
port and grot out of L* Guayra on a schooner.
The schooner put him ashore on the island of
Bonaire, from where lie made his way to Wil-
BBBistad.

Dt-AN ALVORD CO.
11l BROADHAV. NEW YORK.

l<more than a mere location for a beauti-
ful country home. It is a restricted estate
holding countless beauties and pleasures for
the common enjoyment of all property
owners.

rfje/A&y&jrT^e^

CRISIS IN DIAMOND INDUSTRY.
Antwerp. April 4.—The crisis in the diamond in-

dustry, winch lit due largely to the cessation of th«
American demand for the stones., is acute. The de-
cision Of the pia-mond Workers'' Union to cease
work for «he month of April will make it prac-
tically impossible for merchants to unload their
stock* dn<l Basel their liabilities, and an a result
failures are •nticipated.

GERMAN EXPORTS HERE DIMINISH.
Berlin. April 4.—According to the records of the

American Consulate In Berlin the experts flora this
district to the Unlte-d Etateg during the first three
months of lSwi show a decrease of about 40 per cent,
a* compared to the total for the i-urreapundiiig
period of 1907. The tola: this year U a little below
52.500,0(W, wails last year it amounted to J4,2TX1,0u0.
It Is understood tha| a similar reduction has been
recorded at many of the other consulates in Ger-
many.

COMMERCE CHAMBERS IN MEXICO.
Mexico City. April4.— Minister of Finance Liman-

tour yesterday Bent a bill to Congress providing
for the establishment of national chambers of com-
merce In all the principal cities of the republic, by
ineaiiH of which the government will pay special
attention to the promotion of the commercial wel-
fare hi the country.

SWEDES GUESTS OF C. P. BRYAN.
Lisbon, April4.— Charles Pag- Brya.n, the Ameri-

can Maltster to PortiiKal. jrav a dinner to-day at

the location m honor of the officers of the Pwedish
cruiser Fyleria, which is BOW In this harbor.

DUKE OF THE ABRUZZI TO SEE KING.
Turin. April4. The Duke of the Abruzzl left li«sr^

late this afternoon for Rome. He «eat a. telegram
to King Victor Kmmanuel saying that he would
be at the Quirinal Sunday morning. It is believed
her* that at this Interview the matter of the en-
gagement of the duke to Miss Katherine ESlklns,
daughter of Senator Elkins, of West Virginia, will
be settled.

SULTAN'S ARMY MARCHES ON FEZ.
Rabat. Morocco. April 4.

—
An army of five thou-

sand men in the service of Sultan Abd-el-Aziz, with
twenty pieces ot artillery and under the command
of General Bagdani. began Its march on Fez to-day.

Fez Is at present in the possession of the adher-
eats of M'ilal Hafig. the usurping Sultan of the
south. This army is accompanied by Mulai 7.°t,

a brother of the Sultan Abd-el-Aziz.

Expect to Sweep Portugal —Society
Ordered Franco's Death.

Lisbon, April 4.—The Monarchists are confident
that the influence of the government machinery on• '•;• governors and prefects throughout the coun-
try will insure a strong monarchist majority in
th»j elections thai tak- place in Portugal to-morrow
of members of the new Chamber of Deputies. They

have determined to limit the Republican Deputies
to twelve. One hundred and forty-six Deputies are
to i•\u25a0 chosen. The Republicans assert that they
will carry T>isbon. Oporto and other cities if tlieie
is an honest count of the ballots. Disorders arc
expected if efforts toward repression are made.

The efforts of the secret police in investigating-
the tragedy of February I, when King ("arlos ,ir1
the Crown Prince were shot down, have been
fruitless thus far in establishing the complicity of
outsiders, but they have developed apparently con-
clusive evidence that the death of former Premier
Franco was decreed by a secret Republican so-
ciety, in spite of the protests of the Republican
leaders. The editors of the newspapers who insist
that the accomplices of IJuissa, the man who killed
the King, t-e brought to Jcstice are receiving letters
threatening them with death.

Kins: Manuel has left the Kecessidades Paiace
only once since the assassination of bis father and
brother; this was when lie drove in a closed car-
riage to the AjudaPalace to visit his grandmother.

Queen Maria Pia.

CANADIAN RAILROADS RETRENCHING.
St. John, N. B.i April#.- The railroads operating

in Eastern Canada have Inaugurated a policy of
retrenchment because of tiie extensive decrease In
traffic over their lines. The construction of new
car* has been stopped entirely by most of the roads,

and many cars in need of repair are laid up at thr
shops.

HOPES OF MOXARtIIISTS.

There was a crowded room at Christie's for

the sale of the Ismay pictures, but the prices
realized were not bo remarks hie as those bid
for the Chippendale furniture, one suite of

carved mahogany covered with Beauvais tapes-

try having brought £1.755. Bierstadt's "Yo-

semite Valley" was the only American work
sold. Israels "La Fete de Jeanne," Wilkie's
"Cotters Saturday Night" and Millais's large

canvas -Fringe of Moor" brought moderate
price's, and the other modern works fared worse.

There was brisker competition for the tine

collection of fourteen Turners inherited by Sir
Alexander Acland Hood from the master of
Ros<=hili. for whom they were painted. Thir-
teen w«-re masterly drawings of Sussex castles.
valleys and coast scenes, and there was a
beautiful oil, "The Beach at Hastings." & tine
example of Turner's middle period". The four-
teen Turners brought £12,416. the large oil com-
manding $6,300. One of Alma-Tadema's pict-
ures, '('lose of \u25a0 Joyful Day,"' was also sold
under the hammer, a most unusual event.

Herbert SmaJz i-= exhibiting two religious

pictures at the Mendoza Gallery, "Solitude of
Sorrow" and "Child Mary." Edwin A. Abbey's
eight decorative paintings for the dome of the
Capitol at Harrteburg will be shown at the Uni-
versity cf London next week. I.N. F.

Shakespearian Revival and Art ales
End the Week Diversion.

[Special by French Qibis to The Tribune

(Copyright. l&Ofr. by The Tribune Association .j
London. April4.—The week ends with a brill-

iant wedding, a sumptuous' Shakespearian re-

vival, an animated art sale and a gallant

struggle of the rival blues on the Thames.

The marriage, of Lord Cromer's son, Viscount
Errington, and Lady Ruby Elliot, second daugh-

ter of the Viceroy of India, was a beautiful
spectacle at St. Margaret's. There were eight

bridesmaids, in pale blue, two being children,

and two pages in court dress, and there seldom
has been a more gracious and charming bride.
Her young brother gave her away, and the

bridegroom was attended by his younger
brother. There was a full choir, and the church
was artistically decorated and crowded with
wealth and fashion. More than six hundred
guests attended the reception at Frank Mild-
way's house, Berkeley Square, where the pres-

ents made a rich display. There were a dcz'-n
gifts from various royalties, and the bride wore

a diamond pendant from the King and Queen.
"The Merchant of Venice" was splendidly

staged at His Majesty's. The most effective
scenes were those of the Etialto and the Ghetto.

with striking effects In realism and with the

garden of Portia's house mellowed- with silvery

lightuntil it was a dream of beauty. The play

was compressed Into three acts and eight

scones, and a spirit of comedy dominated it.

Beerbohm Tree again displayed his remarkable
talent for byplay and succeeded in imparting a

touch of pathos to the trial scene. Alexandra
Carlisle was a girlish, beautiful Portia, and was

suited. in her rich, mellow voice, to the mercy

speech. Alfred Brydon was an impressive figure

in the casket scene, and the cast as a whole
was excellent. As a series of brilliant Venetian
spectacles, lovely in color and sparkling with
vivacity, the performance could hardly have
been improved.

A BRILLIANT WH)DISG

FIVE MINISTERS TO CENTRAL AMERICA.
Washington. April4—ln recognition of th<» grow-

ing Importance of the relations of the United States
\u25a0with Centra! America, the House Committee on
Foreign Affaire to-day. in reporting the diplomatic
an<l consular appropriation bill, provided for a
fparafe American minister to each of the five rt-
public*, thus givingr the United States . represent*.
ttv« Ua •>•!> Aiimta»D counUrr.

BRAZILIAN CUSTOMS LOSSES.
Rio <1<- Janeiro. A;)lil4. A Statement of i-ustuint

receipts for Para «n.i ftsnssnnss chows »i great
redvetien, fellowing the iiuiceatoii hi »xports cf
iübaar.

WRECK STOPS AUTO TRIP TO INDIA.
Munich, April 4— An automobile trip from Frank-

fort to India started to-day, the machine currying
Rudolph Zabfl, an avthor, of Berlin, and his wife
i.nd chauffeur. The automobile ran Into a tieo

near b«-re and w;»s wrecked. Frau Eahel's law v»:i«

broken and the chauffeur's arm was fractured. Za-
bi'l sustained a severe shock.

"Isn't that funio ? It is very satisfactory tnat
they dijnot find it nece.ssary to condemn me."

Chicago. April4 —The Manila dispatch was shown

to Secretary Taft, who laughed heartily when he
read it and said:

Afta- an exciting session of four hours the con-
servative imawmi were adopted by a large ma-
jority.

The adoption of the insular platform has caused \u25a0

split In the party. One faction presented \u25a0 series
of radical resolutions condemning specific arts of
the eminent and condemning the failure of Sec-
rotary Taft to obtain tariff reform, as well as ad-

ministrative- acts while Governor.
The other faction declined to discuss local po-

litical conditions except as to the tariff and the
need of action by Congress to bring capital to th«

Islands.

Narrow Escape from Indorsing Mr. Taft
—

The Secretary Laughs.

Manila. April 4 The Democratic convention in

the Philippines defeated * resolution condemning

tbe Tafl administration of the islands by one \ote.

Th« convention Indorsed Bryan for President nn<i

adopted « resolution demanding tariff reform. Sis
delegates w«re elected to 'he Democratic National

I"onvent lon

FILIPINO DEMOCRATS MEET.

From Calmann-Levy comes the second volume

of -Vie de Jeanne d'Arr," by Anatole Franc-,

which proves to be a most impartial and a moat
thorough history of the Maid of Orleans. It is

redolent with the poetic charm of romance aid

the halo Of mysticism, notwithstanding the de-

tailed, historic narrative, where every authority

is given, chapter and verse. Anatole France has

done for Jeanne d'Arc very much what Ren.in

accomplished in his "Ecce Homo."
Armand CoU-i publishes a French edition of

"Lea Etats Unis—Puissance Mondlale," by Archi-

bald Cary Coolidge, of Harvard University,

whose lectures last year at the Sorbonne were'so
highly appreciated. Colin also issues "Ameri-
eains et Japonate." by LouLs Aubert, which

gives in concise form, based upon official in-

formation obtained both at Washington and at

Tokio, all the phases and side lights upon the
pending questions between the two countries.

Still another American subject comes from

Armand Colin In the shape of "Aux Etats Unis-
i>s Champs dcs Affaires el dcs Idees." by

Vieomte G. I•• Avenel. who makes an original

and on the whole a fair study of the United
States. He has. perhaps, too much to say about

the doings of the "kings of steel, of petroleum,

and the princes of raw material." but many of
his chapters, such, for instance, as that urging

the necessity of the preservation of American
forests, are well worth reading.

Plori Nourrit publishes "Souvenirs de Jeu-

nesse. les Jours s'Allongent," youthful observa-

tions and reminiscences by Paul Marguerite.

From Felix Juven comes "Zola en Image?,"

comprising nearly three hundred portraits,

caricatures, cartoons and illustrated skits upon

the author of Accuse," cleverly compiled and

strung together, with an appropriate letter press,

by John Grand Carteret. C. I. B.

LOCAL TRUST COMPANY'S BIG DEAL.

Mexico City, April4.—The Mexican Electric Tram-
ways Company has concluded a deal with the Na-

tional Trust Company of New York for Issuing

n"w bonds to the amount of f10.000,000 gold. Pan

of the money will be used tor the redemption of
outstanding liabilities and the rest for the improve-

ment of the system.

French Government Purchases
Works of American.

ti-rcoial by French Cable to The Tribune.)

[Copyright. 1908. by The Tribune Association.]

Paris, April 4.—The exhibition of paintings by

the American artist Walter Gay at the Georges

Petit Gallery is the most satisfactory one-man
show that has taken place in Paris during the
season. Dujardin P.eaunietz. Secretary of State
for the Fine Arts, has purchased for the govern-

ment several works of Walter Gay, who now
stands foremost among the painters of interiors.

His work is roil of subtle observation, disci-
ing masterful effects of atmosphere. His

Louis XV salons and boudoirs are the happiest

evocations of refinement, light, perspective and
color and exquisite taste.

WALTER GAYS PAINTINGS

Colonel Maude Reiterates Faith in

Invention for Hurling Thunderbolts.
[Special by French Cable to The Tribune]

[CopyriKbt. 1008. by The Tribune Association.!
London. April More practical than the

hasty deduction that Germany is rolling up an

immense debt' for a reckless naval policy la the.
warning in the loss of the Tiger off the Isle

of Wight that the processes of training for war-

fare are highly hazardous. Manoeuvres for

night attack without lights are considered essen-

tial to the modern system of preparation for
war, but the suddenness with which the fragile

destroyer was run down by the cruiser and

the Impracticability of paving more than a

fraction of the crew are proofs that efficiency

Is obtained at a terrible cost. The widows and

orphans of this naval tragedy have the meagre

satisfaction of reading eulogies in the press of
the gallantly of their loved ones and the subtle
argument that courage has converted a disaster

into a glorious triumph.
A sheaf of lyrics by newspaper poets may be

expected within a week, but naval ardor for

night manoeuvres can hardly be increased by

jinglingrhymes.

Colonel Maude has carried the argument against

the horrors of war even further in exploiting

the resources of the Simpson invention for
throwing thunderbolts from Paris to London.
Experts have ridiculed the claims of this in-

ventor as contrary to all known laws of science,

but Colonel Maude stands by what he lias

written and assumes that everything will soon

be proved to the satisfaction of the skeptics.

Neither Colonel Maude nor Mr. Simpson ad-

mits that this awful system of long range,

dec-trie, firing explosives will be sufficiently

devastating to prevent future warfare. This is,

perhaps, the most fantastic vagary of the

modern mania for exaggerating the resources
1 V F.

of sea power. *• " '

PERILOUS WAR TRAIMXO.

LOSS OF THE TIGER

AMERICA'S SYMPATHY SHOWN.
Ijondon. April 4.—actmi on Instructions from »;:«

Navy Department. Commander John 11. Ulbbon.t,
the American naval attach* here, called at the
Admiralty to-day to express the sympathy of th«
American government at the loss of the British
destroyer Tiger and thirty-six men.

FOREST SURVEY IN PORTO RICO.
Bun Juan, P. X., April 4.— X. M Dougla* and E.

F. Duncan, of the United States geological survey,

arrived her* tout's. They will make a survey in
th" liUqutllodistrict of th* <**> acres of forest
in the nationaJ reservation to determine the •j'«nt

of valuable timber.

Hamburg- American Liner Putting Into—Delayed by Gales.
Halifax. April 4.—A wireless message received to-

day by the local agents of the Hamburg- American
Line said that the steamer Pretoria, bound from
Hamburg and Boulogne for New York, will arrive
here to-night, being forced to put into this port be-
cause she Is short of coal. The message ga'.vi that
rough weather had delayed the steamer

THE PRETORIA SHORT OF COAL.

Governor Magoon s decree says that it is ad-
visable now to promulgate a law- for the organisa-

tion ot the forces, but that it is not necessary at

present to Increase the strength of the army. It
provides for reducing the Rural Guards to 3,600.
if It ehould deem advisable, when the army has
been recruited to the number of 2.000 efficient and
well organized men.

Governor Maroon's Decree Follows Advisory
Commission's Plans.

Havana, April 4.--Governor Magoon has decreed
the organization of an army for Cub* along the
general lines set down by the advisory commis-
sion, which proposed that tn» Hural Guard r'-main
Independent, as before September 15. 1906. and that
General Alexandro Rudflgues should be in com-
mand. In addition, the advisory commission sug-
gested that Cuban artillery. including: mountain
rapid fir* guns, constitute the basis of the new
army.

A CUBAN ARMY DECREED

Senate May Continue Sessions After April 8—
The People Quiet.

Ilelsingfors, April
—
It is announced that the

dissolution of the Diet will take place on April 8.
General I/anghoff will remain Secretary of State.

The Senate probably will continue to sit until a
short time before th«» convocation of the new Diet.
The announcement of the dissolution has been re-
ceived quietly.

DISSOLUTION OF FINNISH DIET.

Detail! of th- marriage ai>? Icing arranged, and
In addition to the Grecian and Swedish royal
families, representatives of Other foreign rnon-
archs. the ambassadors and ministers of the va-
rious countries and other high officials have been
invited. The grand dnches will recene a dowry
of 1600,099, invested in Russian state funds, on
behalf of the imperial family. She has also a
small private fortune, which she inherited from
her mother.

King: and Queen of Greece Expected at
Wedding at Tsarskoe-Selo.

St. Petersburg". April 4.
—

The King and Que*»n
of Greece and several other members of the royal

family are expected to attend the marriage of

Prince Wilbelm of Sweden to Grand Duchess
Mario Pavlovna, which is to take place at Tsars-
koe-Selo on May 3. Th« royal Grecian yacht ar-
rived at Odessa, on March 11.

SWEDISH-RUSSIAN ALLIANCE.

The "Jiji Shimpo" in unqualified terms opposes

the government bill, and it is pointed out by op-
ponents of the scheme that its consummation
means the discouragement of productive enter-

prise and the sacrifice of the true Industrial inter-

ests of the country and the economic benefit of
the people as a whole for the sake of a merely

temporary and doubtful Increase of revenue.
Apart from the measure to raise the duty on

crude oil, the adoption of. the petroleum consump-
tion tax bill would alone entail a material rise in
the price of refined oil. Itis announced that the
Standard OilCompany and the Rising Sun Petroleum
Company have already decided upon some such in-
crease should the above mentioned bill become law.
Ina country where the masses of the people depend

almost exclusively upon kerosene for their light-
ing medium, and where the standard of livingis so
low, this appreciation of pii. could not fail to

Involve widespread hardship.

Bill to Quadruple Out if on ('rude

Product Introduced.
Tokio. March It.—The question of taxing pe-

troleum in Japan is making trouble in the field

of domestic politic*. Conflicting: interests are at

work, the issue resting betw.-en the, for the mo-
ment, advocates of free trade and those of pro-

tectton. As is already known, the Japanese finan-

cial authorities favor the levy of an additional
consumption tax on refined kerosene. This sasas-

|ttre :;us greatly alarmed the exploiters of Jap-

anese oil fields, in view of the certainty that one
result of its operation wi!l be an iniriKn.se in-

crease in the importation of crude o'lfrom Amer-

ica and elsewhere.
TUe domestic oil industry lias attained respect-

able dimensions, capital amounting to some $15.-

000,99s having been invested therein. On the

present tariff basis, however, refined oil. whether
native or imported, cannot advantageously com-

pete with the imported erode product, tae duty

on the former being 60 per rent ad valorem, while
that on the lattrr !« only Mper cent. Crude pe-

troleum, therefore. co;ild obviously be imported

while tlie duty remained at l!0per cont. refined
here, and sold at a profit, to the detriment of the
home product It was with a view to counteract-
ing the loss in customs revenue from these condi-

tions that the government introduced in the lower
boose a billproviding for the imposition of a duty

of 8° per cent ad valorem upon foreign crude oil,

or an increase on the old rate of 60 per cent. JPhe
bill would stifle the young industry of refining

foreign crude oil in this country, an.l it has
aroused the opposition of those interested in the
crude oil buhine^s. while the men wi.o have
money invested in producing and refining local oil

are strong in its favor

OIL PROBLEM /V JAPAS.

Even Radical Deputies and Journals
Are Against Extremists.

(Special by French Cable to Th* Tribun* 1
[Copyright. 1908. by The Tribune Association. I

Paris. April 4.- The popular reaction against

the extreme socialist doctrines in general and
the diatribes of Joan lanres in particular, so

well understood by Premier Clemeneeau. has at

last reached even the Radical Socialist benches

of the Chamber of Deputies, which by \u25a0 large

majority warmly supported the amendment pro-
posed by General Picquart. Minister of War. to

the \u25a0inanojj law excluding from its operation

all recalcitrant recruits and deserters from the

army. Genera] Picquart eloquently demonstrat-
ed that desertion had increased threefold dur-
ing the last ten year.", and declared this was

largely due to the insane, unpatriotic and Uto-

pian theories so noisily bruited about by Jaures

and Herv#. and that these frequent amnesty

laws were a premium upon desertion and mili-

tary insubordination.
General ;Picquarfs views are to-day enthu-

siastically Indorsed, not only by the conserva-
tive Republican organs "I*Temps," "Le Jour-

nal dcs Debats" and "Figaro." but al?o by the

whole radical press, including the "Petit Pa-

risien" «nd the "Aurore."
''• *• f:

-

SOCIALIST REACTION

One important result of current condition*
wiU show before long, probably in the fth

**
concentration of industrial interests. The United
States Steel Corporation, for exair.ple. is likely

before the end of MM If be Dm absorber of

most of the lesser Iron and steel properm' <*
the country. Republic iron an,! J2OZ.
neviatnri deal **4 for such mercer— and *f?'x*.

lie share* *re among present conspicuous £>*£*
Exchangt bargamv H. AX^-AvlAi-

Money market conditions improve to toe ex-

tent that «Tall Street is benefited— call rates
down to minimum figure. For the nurcnan*
and manufacturer there may still be WCrt
stress, but loans upon stork Exchange collateral
are made by concessions to borrowers.

Incidental to the loan market situatirc «•

have some large corporation plans disclose*
and others even larger s*em c!os<» at hani.
Union Pacific'? programme is bruaJ. Tens of

millions are called for inthat quarter On «;•-!'-•

an equally impressive scale are likely to *•*

drafts made by the Pennsylvania railroad. $ozr.*

unpleasant fares are here Involved. Pennsyl-

vania (according to its own officiallypromulgat-

ed schedule) was net to make any such gigantis

demand. But of course tremendous exigencies

are not controllable.
Apropos of this, signifying by way of exiir.p^.

is what conies to pass In Atchlsun. As forecast
in this review weeks ago. Atchlson divideu&»
have been cut down. It look-* a* if tb*J ***T
have tv> go still lower. In this situation Atcrn-
son i" the creature vt circumstances thai "'-^, C

asj -at" cannot control
—

Just a.-* New \°r-*r-*

Central am! Pennsylvania. New York & >'

Haven cannot be held to accountability «J"

change* in financial plans" when (M la the ca-^of every one of them) stup«-rult>u.-« obligation

have to W faced, all ma...- the more urgent o.^
general business contraction or dispirited t>u*«"
ness sentiment.

As to harvests: The outlook for 1503 is for

continuance of abundance and continuance •»

demand. The winter wheat crop escaped early

threats and Is reasonably certain to be up to

the average of recent years. Conditions of soil

and weather for spring sowing are more titan
good; spring wheat, cotton, corn and the minor
crops will start out under excellent auspices.

The marketing of ISWI crops is virtually com-;

pitted and baa been a source of great wealth
to the American farmer. Prices hay* be*3

maintained at highly remunerative levels, re-

sulting in large accretion of Individual and coa>
munal wealth. However disturbed may hay»

been the financial centres of the country, not

one thing baa happened to impair th" prosperitj

or the productive or consumptive power of th»
agricultural community. As often maintained
in this review, agricultural prosperitj » ' »
very basis— the absolute foundatlon-rO« nancOT
prosperity; while \u25a0\u25a0 exists and expand? no seri-

ous damage can com« from th«^ temporary tem-
pests of the sphere of finance

\t the end of the week one crop of ruswr*

was dispatched by an official anncancenrepf
that the United States Steel Corporation fs not

on the verse of cutting price* as preliminary to

trade demoralization. That every current quo-

tation for material will be maintained is, of

course \u25a0 foolish anticipation; fluctuations are

natural an- necessary. But that orders ar* ?\u25a0>

Blow that concessions to buyt-rs must be mada

in any disturbing way la a stock jobbery rumor

now disposed of.
Gentlemen who have been surest that thfl

Steel Trust as about to go into chaos of prices

have at th" same time been excited over tM

dreadful threat that everything like a proteethra

tariff in this country is about to b* abolished.

This sort of thing la an like silliness on *
salary— for it would seem to be Incomprehensi-

ble that anybody could undertake such contri-

bution of dementia just as a free wi'.l offering.

American policies are hardly going to evaporata

over night.
'

yiupon the- New York Stock Exchange UNTO
is now an extended short interest which Ka*

for it? inspiration nothing else than theorising

to the effect that American Industries are ot a.

sudden to be deserted, marked for destruction.

1
Yet Erie* plight will seem to careful student?

largely a matter of hysteria. Darely a few
months back the company was earning sur-

pluses beyond its fixed Interest charges su«-
citnt not only to provide dividend* upon both
classes of preferred stock", but to make at th*

same time a substantial exhibit to the credit

of Erie common. Suddenly there in a wtirCns
revolution from this satisfactory condition t<»
deficits, disorganization and dangers whkh
cannot readily be squared with any calculation
that has la do with what is normal. Alert ob-
servers cannot fail to be tempted to sa*i>ic!o*
that something is different from what on the
surface appear?. Perhaps an Erie mystery Is
natural— it does seem to be perennial. Through-

out its curio history the Erie property has for-

ever seemed to have been foreordained as ait

Ishmael— but an Ishmael so effeminate as never

to do any fighting, never liftinga hand against

any man except as signal of distress and sur-

render. Th» record is Infinitely pitiful,vfh»a

Into consideration must be taken the extraor-

dinary natural strength and advantages which

never can legitimately belong to an eternally

dodging and defaulting derelict. What makes
the present Erie exhibit exceptionally revoltlr.?-
however sad previous historic chapters rray

have been— the penalties now hippodrorr.ed ar»

in the very face of a management superior b»-

vond that known in any epoch of the company*

past records-an administrative force and in-

telligence equal to any that anywhere i9i9 mar-

shalled. •
Handicapping complexities and disturbances

are all upon the financiering side; what t..*

executive elements accomplish reach the Highest

standards. K. D. Underwood, as Erie's president

and chief practical director, has indeed been a

worker of miracles in so far as concern.- Erie .-.

physical status. It is a local fashion to rrak*

Erie a joke, to jibe at its time table?. to J<~r

at its achievements; but fair comparison with

other important trunk lines entering New Tor*

City willdisclose abundantly that th- real En<»

is very different from the Erie of the jesters

and the snarlers. Its express trains come to

New York more regularly on time than do sew
York Centrals, and the \u25a0\u25a0»*" New York «S-

New Haven makes not on* whit better showinr.

This of course, is not th- popular notion: but

the popular notion is a notion bred of ignoran-:,

or prejudice. .
Erie has no right to a* in the taboo cla**

The real Erie willbe the recognized Eri« when

Underwood methods are properly supported.

And it does not so much matter in any suffl-

cientlv long experience what may be the opera-

tion of financial readjustments «f Erie s actual

physical opportunity \u25a0« \u25a0*»« fair play. Them

could even be worse things perhaps than a tem-

porary recelvership-if it be possible that

through such experience Mr. Underwood and

Mr. Harriman be brought into art upbuHdin*

co-operation— for on such basis every Erie soar*

is at present prices a premier bargain.

The talker* of the Street are excited over th*

Krie situation. Tuppenny philosophy sees no
hope for the Kri»- property. Onlya. receivership
;>ii<t extermination of ail the issues of the com-
pany Will be satisfying to the crowding pundit*

who are e\-ry half hour proclamatory or
Krle's horrifying conditions— these gentle gentry

Insistent that Erie ill fortunes are typical, re-

flecting diseased and destructive clement*
throughout the whole American corporatioa

world.

77i<? Financial World.

In this week's market few development* «4
even ordinary interest have appeared. Stock:
Exchange business has been virtually at *
standstill; fluctuations are Insignificant—indica-
tion or future tendencies difficult to find. Mid-
summer dulness has seldom surpassed th« cur-
rent record of apathy.

"There's a Kelson,"

Grape-Nuts

Food for breakfast will carry the
youngsters up to noon with clear
brains and normal appetite for dinner
or lunch.

The natural waste of tissue in a
growing child is increased by study.

Improper food s<xm causes trouble.

Cannot study and make propel ad-
vances in school.

A
Hvingry

Child
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GERMAS (OMPI'LSORY.

Naval martinets and panic mongers have

rushed headlong to the conclusion that fresh
borrowing operations In Berlin are connected
•with tea power. This is not warranted by the
fsctF. The imperial and Prussian loans this
year will not exceed £50.000.000 sterling, and

I
the bulk of the money will be used for railway
extensions and the compulsory purchase of the
estates of Polish landowners. The Prussian
method «-f selling bonds directly t«> the public
has been susjiended. and £42.500.000 sterling
vil]now be issued through the banks at 99 3~,

which is a. low price for government 4s. While
it is a large issue, the „\u25a0_-\u25a0 (ate debt of Ger-
many i= light in comparison .••*<- public

\u25a0 debt of either Frsuice or \u25a0\u25a0:-.• Britain. •ser-
'in&ny, with her enormous industrial progress,
can well affr to Increase her debt for domestic
purposes, and there is no evidence that a policy
of naval expansion has anything to do with It.

L N. F.


