
TMiK military museum
•*\u25a0 of original and \"1-

untary suggestion is
otherwise and offi-
cially km •-.' n as the army board of ord-
nance anil fortification. Itis composed of
officers that have the duty ofattending to
the preparedness of this country for for-
eign assault and invasion. Most of their
time is taken up with their respective
duties in the military establishment; but
they meet at least once a month for gen-
eral conference on the subject of ><-a coast
artillery and the thousand odds ami ends

( •!' equipment and mechanism that impart accu-
racy to gun 'ire Some of their time is taken up
in considering 1 rank inventions, of which about the
same proportion reaches the board every year

•There art times when these propositions take a
particular form, with the trend in one or another
direction and partiality for a particular weapon ..r
form of warfare, lor a time it was the tlving ma-
chine; but lately it seems to l>e the variety «>f ust- t.

which the automobile may be put on the field <-t
carnage. Recently there have In:: a numlier 't
suggestions concerning the armored car. some >t
them ertid.- in their conception of what is necessary
in the way < >f pr<>teeting a vehicle of this son

One of these'projiositiohs came from .« man th..t
wislied to lie assured that his ....
be appropriated without credit to him < ',! lie was
asked to send s«»me iletinite information, and this
request was sen! l;»a !»>\ numt>er in the town th.it
he had given in his letter. A reply w.(s received.... it was imjwissible for the inventor to
come to Washington at present." since his position
was such tli.it !u c«>uld n -i avail himseli of this
privilege of a jn-rsonal interview with the ann\
i.o.ird. It devel«»i>ctl then that the "i«osition:

'
ov

cupied l»y the inventor was tha: oi t'onvui in one <-t

the penitentiaries lii^invention, however, proved
to have no s]>vcial value, and u.i-~ not so gotn] a>
some of the other propositions to place armor on
motor ear-, the value of whi« li vehicles in the field
in time of war is bound to h.i\e t!-- restrictions

There is still a disjHisition on the par! <i in-
ventors to devise methods l-v which anuicM iu.:\ be
exterminated by unusual and »•( »

•• ;11
• devastating

1nethods I?or a !«>ng t;me th<- fav«»rite projH»sition
was to <lio)> Ik>mbs and other tlestnii :i\•• shv'lls fn»m
great heights; and one such plan has Ifcn submitted
recently to use small li.dlo.Mi-. with an automatic
releasing clutch which shall let t'tu- deadly missile
fall on the enemy al the psychologu'al moment
The inventor »»yerlor»ked the fact that the vagaries
oi he wind might lake tins carrier over the camp
or line oi the friend «juite as rapid!} as it would in
the direction oi the foe.

Then there is the familiar invention ot bringing
confusion on th<- t-neim by firing !!% filled with
pi]'|nr and causing such discomfort thai the op-
posing force ma\ easily Ie overctMne Other forms
i>f embarrassment in the same line contemplate the
use ot smitl , s»i that thi enemy might !\u25a0« \u25a0< I..-lu.;-

ir.g ar.«l nwrlhi- .k-t\ ' •
\u25a0 \u25a0-*

while in this overwhelms: •...--I
convulsion Still at. d"
was u> employ ehlon ! \u25a0•'\u25a0-

literally put the rneroy to sleep. an«i then
while in this enforced somnolent >iate.

It is »>f iv< «\u25a0!.! .ii»> that during the war ••\u25a0 >j

some or*1 seriously proposed to the navy
ment that thirti-t-n-irvh projeetites be Li:
pamphlets printed in the Spanish languag* :
• \u25a0nt the defects and * riielties of the Sj>.,:;:-".

ment. This literature was to be thrown b;
tleships into the interior oi Spa;::, and so c<

• r.vzi-

cate t<> the"occupants ol the virgin sot] the f: -rate
«>! ailairs. inducing them to rise it:an::-- a: «<

':
the overthrow «>t the Spanish crown

Methods of attack art- also represented
propositions a^ that >-l placing <\u25a0•! i:t;>> >\u25a0:. ; t r>-
lectiles, s«i that in th«-ir f>iissagt i thn»u«h thi >re«t
the gun they willlubricate that avenue an«] \u25a0

the sited of the shtll Akin :,- thi> >i::^c-:-. \u25a0 --^
use of electric matjnct> >\u25a0;: tht interi*'r <

'
th

that :ht shell will t;atn iiivrlf>citv as it :. . \u25a0\u25a0•-'

There is als«.> another use »>t the mai;ne; |
to place ::in the projectile s*i th.it it willU :ed

!'\u25a0 the enemy's works and directed in its tliul
s<juarely, and <•! course vm'.'i d*-adl) ctYe« !

t>ppo>im; !h»->«- implements oi «!estruc: ;. i

varied usst'^rtmeiit iinWan, ..j defens*-. su ! '";
bullet {>;\u25a0<•«>! cU'thinj; nhuh comes upever]

• :':
then with all sorts <•! claims o! the mv« nt< r v '<\u25a0'\u25a0•
t\<r ti:.:«- is a |H:rsi>tenl presentation \u25a0' \u25a0' '\u25a0

\ ••\u25a0. t vest >•: coat. :h< military authorities r<
- \u25a0\u25a0"1

incident in the career • t Lieutenant llene; M:ItS,

who was Ivim; »*.thercd by \u0084 man that ha.l :-:
':

into !u^ i>:;iu' .1 |""t .c «>t ck>th which !;• "<'•

wt>uld turn aside the swifteM bull. :tired .-.: : -\u25a0-'-'-'\u25a0
what «'.-(• range

lieneral MiZes listened to the claims . \u25a0: cttt
and then ValinJy;rang his' l«ell Wheit'thi i tr.gft
iip|*are*l. he {"\u25a0»>inted to a ritlc in the cor: .\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0 l
iisked thai it lv brought to him with som,

nition He turned t.»,the man and saitl. N 'r-;• nyour bullet proof vest and; stand across th< n
The man gasjvd. heW >•:! the furniture, i :

--
:t

'•
to c»>ver Kia onfiiNim with i>.* \u25a0\u25a0••\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0 \u25a0• \u25a0 \u25a0

- , '.'.\u25a0-
time.

lUneral Mil.;.a',!o!. "
Iwan! to see :

Niv is realh true. 1 have no «!%>ubt ol it: -
.:r<- ascertain <\u25a0; -.: .i-> \.-;; . you certain!) ' '\u25a0-

'

objection to k-ttinj: n:e tire at the bulle: :• •
\u25a0

-•\u25a0'\u25a0

rhe story ends with this remark of Gcr.cr Mifc*
h is presumed that he »aa :r»>ubled :.-\u25a0 ;

the bullet prot>t man.
Fhere are also protective aprons which .. \u25a0\u25a0<\u25a0

use.l as shields against ton*'does; the use oi ••^r
-
1

an«l fireattache«ltoshenskrssn»^li^th« i \u25a0\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0<"\u25a0
< t the enemy ;along with numerous other

'

protection and attai k
They an- all the i«t- >: thos«- that wL<l fci -»

< insideration- :•• ::...!-.< war more certain, ..'• \u25a0• :'!•

are added :•\u25a0 \).< lurnberiru; archives o! fu:!l<
\u25a0

IN THE BACKYARD OF THE WAR GOD

release." A pause. "And •\u25a0 whom, nay Iask,
was •

his demand addressed.'"
"To Madame Boissegur." replied Miss Thorne."
Ihave the envelop ii which it came. Itwas mailed

at the general postoffice at half-past one o'clock
this afternoon, so the canceling tarn] shows, and
the envelop was addressed, as the letter is written,

on a typewriter."'"
And hi \u25a0•\u25a0 ."inquired Grimm, after a long pause.

—
"how did it come into your possession." He
waited a little. "Why didn't Rigolot report
this development to me this afternoon when Iwas
here?"

"M. Rigolot did n«M inform yoii of it because he
didn't know of it lnm>e!f." she replied, answering
the last question first. "It came into my pos-
session directly from the hands of Madame Boissegur.
She gave it to me.""Why

"

"
Your Secret Service. Mi Grimi \u25a0

\u25a0

\u25a0
\u25a0 \u25a0

\u25a0 Iknow to the last detai
I'll1 \u25a0

"

\u25a0 '••..:• : as mud i I nee i foi
i.:imm was rx ering thn >ugh the ii

traight mi er faci | ' " •

n lisi :'.>
'

I h;.\ c km >x\ n Madame B •
\u25a0. \u25a0 \u25a0

d< :en year M Lad; of Mysti i We
i;.i\« nds for that k>ng Imet 1

ter in Her!;;., and withii
::. Washington. You see 1 have 1
hesitated a moi ent. then Foi r infoi tioi
and satisfaction Iwillex] nl t1ai

of the Italian » \u25a0\u25a0 \u25a0 mi em 1 too an in
Ser\ ice.'

Oh! That': I
'

ommented < irii i

glIen."
'"The i<i." \u25a0 *wi ;\u25a0; \u25a0-

-
•. ii '\u25a0'\u25a0 • •

\u25a0 \u25a0

aware of this are you and Madai c Boi i :>
resumed, "and ii is nol desiru c 1 nyoi

should know ii Even th« 11 tl an Ai
'w.'. U • d«x-!»n'i kno« lie iei

\u25a0 I . \u25a0 \u25a0 •\u25a0 \u25a0•
''

'\u25a0 -
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source that makes .' imperative .\u25a0:
' .::.~. :?

obey my commands, and t<> stand «;••\u25a0:.- r :or :r.r.
Ibelieve." ami she laughed gaily. "- -'jTcrs

a question in your mind? Well. Madami B< issegtsr
received This letter about half-past

•
\u25a0ck^k

this afternoon; an<l about half-past five -he Jtr.r
for me and placed it inmy har;.:.-. togetht : \u25a0 :th :^
the singular details following [•»•! t :u<?..-

lihr'v disappearance. So it would see:
.iii'l ! are allies for this once, and the ;:

-
-r: :#

already solved There merely remains t: task ci
finding and releasing the Ambassador.

Grimm sat perfectly still, twisting tb \u25a0il ring ',

..i: his aristocratic nritrt-r. "And why." a>ke<i
slowly, "are you here now.*"'

\u25a0Fur the same reason that you an I -r-
replied reaViily.-—"to see lor myself i: the
person who twice came here at night— \u25a0 r,

Ambassador's .... once for his >.:-' irettt*—
would by any vhance make another rri] Ikr.es
you were here, of course.

Yon knew 1 was here! repeated t»r::
ingly. "And may 1

-
" fust a- you knew that I. or some \u25a0 :.. " ---t.

hadentere*! this house a few minutes a.c< "'- "'r--

terra] "The automobile horn vui «"as j.

signal, wasn't it.'"
Grimm didn't say.

*"Didn't you anrici
personal danger when you entered:
instead. \u25a0-Weren't you afraid Imight »h<

"No. You isre not the harrbrained :y:-t "'•\u25a0•
shoots.

'

•yiIERE was a k.ng >ilence Grimm sti
his elbows onhis kneiesJ staring at the vat:

splotch that was Mi^Thome's race and!) neck
One of her white arms hung like a pal
and her hand was at re>t on the seat • :

\u25a0You know. Miss Thome." Grinim :::: ! tcr
pleasantly at length, ""you haven't -I i •'•;
mitting all yon hay* said— and. beliey* ::.... your conndrnce -you haven's
me yet that you art- not tht or.c that c;

1 think M n. iggest.d tei-
thai icci

' perfect 1] f"i M I\u25a0\u25a0
•

\u25a0 i

!\u25a0 : ue ex] \u25a0
" Grii

ented ismgl Kidi
nd <]i \u25a0

\u25a0 .. \u25a0.,.\u25a0.'\u25a0• ufi ' \u25a0 .

he pa] t- Mi fhorm
\u25a0

\u25a0 . V It iiiM!
and thi itch nap{ied

. \u25a0 . t do w1 G
• hei

!\u25a0•\u0084 vitel naj.ped I'hi ;h1 \u25a0

'
ul-

del
'

\u25a0 \u25a0

'
\u25a0

ted each of thi
turn i iMi tin \u25a0.

'' I ized
|ust 1 \u25a0 ueni Mi \u25a0

etly, .iiid handed him .. hei I <>l papei
I to i . ' : \u25a0

fter that wi ter at on

GOOD i t-i :.. Mi Grimm
|• woman's voic« |>le; nl i rprised

i
-

had heard i1
twice ii ' rtaii i expect ii
: • ; \u25a0 i knew it instanth then \u25a0•

anothe i l< tin the world and thi>ugh hi
kii little, he cai < ti hi feet '

i,'. .; \u25a0 -\u25a0
• . Mi fhorne," :

\u25a0 \u25a0 \u25a0 rrected

• visioi iva vh ii rid he aw Ii
;.!: 1 ;

, !hoi m M•\u25a0 Latly oi M tei y, aj
i . • • the rich greei of 1

\u25a0..;,.;, 11, ed the leasi
:• he n i^ht !i.i'-c l>eei i

\u25a0 blue-
I

• . , reflected a glini vi oi wasit ai . .
•

,\u25a0
• ;;. •\u25a0 .. [ her evei d

...,!,,,:,. •. •. whiti
-

• "\u25a0

liteh
And you didn Ihi ar rn< he 1 nt< ti

\u25a0 \u25a0 hall vhispei
"
I«lidn't 1hink \\u25a0 m

I | \u25a0.
\u25a0 : t out thi . '

v pull th< :, \u25a0\u25a0\u25a0'\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0 \u25a0\u25a0\u25a0 \u25a0 .\u25a0:•'\u25a0'\u25a0

we must 1

T"MIi ihiti r; of a distant ; iij filtered
1 . : . •

\u25a0\u25a0
\u0084 half-dra w n velvet hai \u25a0•

\ and
faint i iminated path aero , the An '\u25a0 a sa-

ilesi • ''\u25a0 :\u25a0\u25a0 leathei
plotchi in th<

' '
.-'•• \u25a0

• \u25a0 binei caughi the nt glii
\u0084f hi ml*reflected ii liml; (Hitside v

.\u25a0 ". ndefii
-

\u25a0
' drone of a i 1

...'\u25a0,• ai \u25a0 •'\u25a0 :
•

\u25a0\u25a0 .. distil
• •

\u25a0
•• , . arm '

'\u25a0' listant booi \u25a0'
\u25a0

Seated o! \u25a0 hin > >n< rornei oi th<
\u0084;. \u25a0

•\u25a0 . •• Grimm 1 1;- wa: leaning

iia con i i«ainst the hij^h n
tc feet on thi -< •.-.:. ihoiightfull> nursing

\u25a0 . !• hi attitud< mdi« ated anytl i
.., •

\u25a0 heei \u25a0\u25a0••\u25a0•• \u25a0' \u25a0\u25a0 \u25a0 thai he was lis-
-, n :'. m, had been Tin r« for two hours, wide

\u25a0 ; übsolutel immi>\ able Fi\ c, ten,
•

\u25a0\u0084,. . - .-, mi ,re passed, and tin n
•

>

heard ';
\u25a0 grind and whir \u25a0<i .<'-\u25a0 auti >mi >bile .t

. , ... coming toward th< Eml >ass\ .

Honl Hon-on-oi I \u25a0'\u25a0 \u25a0
[»laii

!I,.T. \u25a0\u25a0!. onkl Honl !
['}\u0084 ignall VI lasi ! i• < ->^ t ••

t \u25a0«.'\u25a0-'. went
... . • • • ivhili Grimn removed his feel.. . \u25a0\u25a0 , • :::\u25a0::\u25a0\u25a0!\u25a0\u25a0 v el(

| « nil his hands \u25a0>n his kne«
- an<]

teninj tening with every facult> straineil he. • \u25a0
\u25a0 , peering t < iward the opi n do< >i v hi< h

, .. •
tin ill \u25a0' \u25a0

'
\u25a0' i \u25a0'\u25a0

'
!1 !.!.'

' ' '

, •
\u25a0• . ,••. , \u25a0 tl '

\u25a0'\u25a0\u25a0' ' still 1
It v \u25a0

\u25a0
: me noise in tl

-• . . ....... | • . -
. , \u25a0

\u25a0 il \u25a0 . '
\u25a0 ::

;
tim

ist about to rise, whei sm]
,:. • \u25a0 thi \u25a0 c than that of th< sharji

jjc] •
\u25a0 . •

\u25a0 the < '
.'

' in the room
i \u0084

•
hi

••
\u25a0

' •
\u25a0 ! . \u25a0

• ''. zzle«l (irimi
\u0084,:\u25a0.: . . : . • but h. \u25a0 \u25a0

•
\u25a0... \u25a0\u25a0 •

\u25a0 pei

c

the letters to him tor signature, ami later to gel ms

cigarettes?;"'
"Certaincmcnt monsieur. Imean, that seems to

.>\u25a0 true. But where is he? Why should he not

come back? What does it mean? Madame Bois-
-euur is frantic, prostrated! She wanted me to go
-.'\u25a0\u25a0. polii. : but 1 did not think it wi^e that it
should become public, so 1 came here

'•Very well
'

commented Grimm. "Let ii rest

..s it is. .-.-.\u25a0;, you may reassure i ia<lam
Point out to her that if M. Boissegur signed the
letters Tuesday night, he was at least alive: and if
he came or sent for the cigarettes Wednesday
night, he was still alive. [shall call at the Em-
bassy tins ....... ;round No, it;isn't
advisable to go with you now. Give me your latch
key to the front door, please.

'

Kigolot produced the key. and passed \u25a0' over
without a word.

\u25a0 Aiml one other thing." Grimm continued; -please

collect all the revolvers that may be in the house,

arid take charge of them yourself. If anyone, by
chance; heard a burglar prowling around there
to-night, he might shoot, and ni that t-vent ki.i

either M Boisse'eur, or-^or me."

By J. E. JENKS


