©

for signature, and later to get his

the letters 1o 1
Cigarettes”

“Certatnement. monsicur—1 mean. that seems to
te true. But where 1s he® Why should he not
ome back: What does it mean? Madame Bois-
<égur is frantic. prostrated! She wanted me to go
+a the police: but I did not think 1t wise that 1t
<hould become public. so I came here.”

Verv well.” commented Grimm. * Let it rest
St s Meanwhile vou may madam
1t to her that it M. Boisségur signed the

Point out

a assure

etters Tuesday mj:l‘.f he was at least ahve: and 1f
he came or sent for the cigarettes Wednesday
night. he was still ahve I shall call at the Em-
hassy this srnoon and look around. No. it asn't

advisable to go with vou now  (Give me vour fatch
kev to the front door. please.”
Rigolot produced the kev.
without a word
And one other thing.” Grimm continued
ollect ail the revolvers that may be in the house.
and take charge of them yourself. by

it over

and passed

please

I anvone. b
chance. heard a burglar prowling around then
to-night. he might shoot. and in that event kil
erther M. Boisségur, or—or me.”

it filtered
mgs, and

HE white ravs of a distant arc |

through the half-drawn velver ha
ast a faint illuminated path across the Ambassa-
dor's desk: the heavy leather chairs were mire
:mpalpuble splotches in the shadows: the cut glass
knobs of a mahogany cabinet caught the faint glint
of light. and reflected 1t dimly. Outside was the
vague. indefinable night drone of a city asleep. un-
broken by any sound that was distingmshable,
ntil finaliv there came the distant boom of a clock.
It struck twice

Seated on a couch in one corner of the Ambas-
.ador’s otfice was Gnmm He w leaning back
i1 a corner. against the high arm of leather. with his
immaculate feet on the seat. thoughtfully nursaing
s knees If his attitude ndicated anvthing,
except sheer comfort, 1t was that he was hs-
tening He had been there for two hours, wide
swake, and absolutely immovable Five, ten,
fifteen. minutes more passed, and then Grimm
heard the grind and whir of an antomobile &
tlock or so awav. coming toward the Embassy.

w 1t was 1 tront )
“Honk! Hon-on-onk!’ it called planae
Hon-on-onk! Honk!

The signal! At last! The automobile went
~ushing on, full tilt, while Grimm removed his feet
from the seat. and dropped them noiselessly to the
floor. Thus, with his hands on his knees. and
istening. listening with every faculty strained he
sat motionless. peering toward the open door which
led into the hall, The car was gone now, the sound
of it swallowed up in the distance: stiil he sat
there It wus obviously noise in the house
that he was wating for

Minute after minute passed. and sull nothing
There was not even the whisper of a wind stirr
draperyv.  He was just about to rse, when sud-
denlv. with no other noise than that of the sharp
click of the switch, the electrnie hights in the room
dazed up brilliantlv.  The glare dazzled Grimm
with its blinding flood; but he didn’t move Then.
softlv, almost in o whisper

SO

00D evening. Mr. Grimm
It was 2 woman's voice. pleasant, unsurprised.,

perfectly modulated.  Grimm had  heard 1t only
twice in his life, and certaanly did not expect 1t
now: but he knew it instantly —there was not

another quite hike it in the world,—and though he
was still blinking a httle, he came to his feet cour-

teously

Good morning, Miss Thorne,” he corrected
gravely

Now his vision was cleanng, and he saw her,
Miss Isabel Thorne —My Lady of Mystery, —a grace-
ful fivure. silhouctted against the nch green of the
wall draperies.  Her hps were curled the least bat,
as if she might have been snuling, and the blue-
grav eves reflected a ghnt ot —of —was 1t amuse-
ment* The folds of her evemng dress fell away

srom her, and one bare, white arm was extended,
as her hand still rested on the switch

And vou didn’'t hear me'” she taunted. sull
the half whisper. 1 didn’t think vou would
Now 'm going to put out the hghts for an mstant,

while vou pull the shades down, and then  then
we must have a- -a conference

The switch snapped.  The hghts died as sud-
denly as thev were born, and Gnmm, moving

noselesslv, visited each of the four windows in
turn. Then the hghts blazed agan
< Just for a moment.” Miss Thorne explinned to
im gquetly, and handed him 4 sheet of paper
1 want vou to read this,—read 1t caretully, - then
I shall turn out the hights agan.  Thev are dang

o After that we may discuss the matter at our
lersure

Grmm read the paper, while Miss Thorne's eves
Guestione d his impassive face At length he looked

and the switch qmppnl
sat down; Gnmm sat

hstlesslv,

up mdolently,
ard

She o
besude her

1 think,” Mi
“that that accounts
i wppearance ’

It gives one explanation at least
sented  musingly Kidnapped — held
fiftv thousand dollars demanded tor

ed the room

Thorne s wted tentatively,
perfecthy for M|

»-r;.'lll'*.
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release.”” A\ pause. “And to whom, ma}
was this demand addressed””

“To Madame Bowsségur,” replied Miss Thorne
I have the envelop in which it came. It was maled
at the general postoffice at half-past one o'clock
this afternoon. so the canceling stamp shows, and
the envelop was addressed, as the letter 1s wntten.
on a tvpewrnter

* And how,” inquired Grimm. after al
“how did it into  vour
waited a httle “Why didn’t
this development to me this afternoon
here?”

come PoOsSsess

<M. Rigolot did not inform 3 of 11 because he
didn't know of it limself.” she replied. answernmng
the last question first. ~ It came into my pos-

session directly from the hands of Madame Bosségur
She gave 1t to me.”
“Why "

Your Secret Service. Mr. Grimm.
<o much about me us 1t would hke.” she
“I know to the last detail just what vour bureau
knows about me 'l tell vou the rest of 1t no
that is, as much as 1t is necessary for yvou to know.”

Grimm was peering through the inscrutable dark-
ness, straight into her face.,—a pallid daub m the
gloom. shapeless, indistinet.

I have known Madame Boisségur for haif a
dozen vears.” My Lady of Mystery continved. ~ We
have been friends for that long. 1 met her first n
Tokio, later in Berlin, and within a few weeks here
in Washington. You see 1 have traveled ”  She

sitated a moment. then: * For vour information
and satisfaction 1 will explain that 1 am an agent
of the Italian Government. 1 too am in the Secret
Service.”’

“Oh!
vo on.”

“The onlv two persons in Washington who are
aware of this are vou and Madame Boisségur.” she
resumed. “and 1t 1s not desirable that anvone else
should know 1t Even the ltalian Ambassador.
Count di Rosint. doesn’t know.  le merelv knows
that I brought letter from Her —fre

toesn t know

mocked

That's it!” commented Gnmm. * Please

K
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untary suggestion is
otherwise and ofth-
cially known as the army board of ord-
nance and fortification.  Itis composed of
ofticers that have the duty of attending to
the preparedness of this country for for-
cign assault and mvasion.  Most of their
time 1s taken up with their respective
duties in the military estabhshment; but
they meet at least once a month for gen-
erul conference on the subject of sea coast
artillery and the thousand odds and ends
of equipment and mechamsm that impart acen-
racy to gun fire.  Some of their tme 1s taken up
in considering crank mventions, of which about the
same proportion reaches the board every vear

- There are times when these propositions take a
particular form. with the trend in one or another
direction and partiahity for a particular weapon or
form of warfare. For a time it was the flving m
chine; but lately it seems to be the variety of use t

which the automobile may be put on the field of
carnage.  Recently there have becn & number of
suggestions concerning the armored car, t

them crude in their conception of what 15 necessu
i the wayv of protecting a vehicle of this sort

One of these ame from a man that
wished to be assured that his mvention would not
be appropriated without credit to himself
asked to send some definite intor ton, and
request was sent to a box number 1in the twown that
he had given i s letter. X reply was recerved
stating that 1t was mmpossible for the mventor t
come to Washington “at present.” sinee his position

Propositions «

He was
i

was such that he could not avaal himself of t
privilege of & personal mterview with the arn
board. It developed then that the ~position™ o
cupted by the mventor was that of convict m one ot

the pemitennanes.  His invention, however
to have no special value, and
same of the other propoesitions 1o place armor on
motor cars, the value of which vehicles 1in the field
m time of war 1= bound to have s restrctions

There 1s a disposinon on the
ventors to devise by winch ar
externanated by unus '
methods.  For a long tme the favonte
was to drop bombs and other destructive
great hewghts and one such plan ha:
recently to use small balloons with an automati
releasing clutch which shall let the deadiv nusale
fall on the enemyv at the psvehologi
Fhe mventor overlooked the tacr the
of the wind might take this carnier ove
or ine of the friend quite as rapidly as it
the direction of the toe

Fhen there 15 the tammbar

proved

Wis not so o go

imethe

1l of cotirse

been s

mvention of bnnging

confusion on the encmy by finng shells filled with
pepper and causing such discomfort that the of
posing torce may castly be overcome. Other forms

of embarrassment i the same hine contemplate the

use of sautf; so that the enemy might be set a-sneez-
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