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NEW PLAN TO GET
A HUNDRED MILLIONS

BILL AIMED AT TAX DE-
LINQUENTS.

Mcasure Provides for First Lien on
Property in Arrears—City
Can Sell It.
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THE COLLECTICN PROBLEM.
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MANY PURCHASES
In the wvarious periods of depression which have
visited this count 1ce 1800 the city has been
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sales thousands
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WERING THE ARREARS.
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- - ecung they gnd certainly not with
‘ut a dispute =0 long the city officials failed 10
scttle the questions raised over the earlier arrear-

the huge sum of |

ages, they were prevented from forcibly collecting
the latter. In this fashion the delinquents could
allow their subsequent taxes and assessments to
pile up without interference. They were actually
protected by the city charter from paying taxes.

Mr. Hinrichs took the bhull by the horns. As soon
as he assumed office he threatened to sell a lot
of the property. The day before the sale was to
take place the legal guns of the big delinquents
were trained, six injunctions being served on him,
The injunctions were dissolved, and again Mr. Hin-
richs threatened a sale. The city was agaln served
with injunctions, and six new actions were brought
in the Brooklyn City Court. This court agreed with
the previous decisions, but decided to continue, the
injunctions for trial before Chief Judge Clement
upon condition that $250,000 be pald on account.

This sum was the largest amount which had been
pald In taxes by individuals into the treasury of
the city of Brooklyn. The Litchfields, however, in
this transaction were able to gain something for
themselves, according to Mr. Hinrichs's official re-
port. The court gave them ﬂ‘.ﬂ privilege of se-
lecting on which parcels the money should apply in
liguidation of the arrears. They selected those on
which were the smallest arrearages, and which,
therefore, were the most desirable to be offered
for sale by the city. The parcels on which there
wes 80 heavy an incumbrance that it would be
very difficult for the city to sell them were not re-
deemed. In the end the difficulty was settled by
a compromise by which the Litchfields, it is said,
saved more than $200,000 in arrearages.

THE ELEVATED ROADS CASE.

Mr. Hinrichs pushed another delingquency tax
case also that made considerable noise In its day.
That was the case against the Brooklyn elevated
railroads. These companies, according to Mr. Hin-
richs's report, were in arrears more than $350,000,
and had obtained the cancellation of more than
$600,000. In discussing the assessors’ valuation of
$170,000 a mile of ro and the wvaluation agreed
upon between the city and the railiroad company
of $200,000 a mile, he showed that its bonded in-
debtedness, the bonds being sold in Wall Street
above » time, was nearly $806,000 a mille.
> Hinrichs's is hard to find. Its
has believed for some time that an effort

author
has been made by some cne to suppress it. He has
been unable to find one until recently. There is

none in the Astor Library. In the copy owned by
the law library in the Postoffice Buildiing the six
pages containing a reference to the elevated rall-
road cases were found by a representative of The
Tribune to have been cut out.

Many parcels in Long Island City and Qucens
demonstrate that one may eat one's cake and still

have it. People are llving in homes which are lit-
erally buried in arrearages. They are not obliged
to pay rent, and there is little incentive to pay

for the city cannot dispose of the property
1tage. Long Island City has suffered con-
v from failure to collect taxes, for Gleason,
“battle- fame, overzealous in this
respect he controlied politics in that por-
tion of the city. yan once the people of that
v have bheen obliged to ask for legislative
sion to scale down their arrearages in order
1in some measure of the money due the city.
Affairs became so bad that a choice of two meth-
ods of collecting arrears was given the collector.,
He could =ell outright or sell a lease.
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TAX TITLES BAD.
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cases the city is obliged to bid it in, thus defeating
the object of the sale—that of collecting the ar-
rears. The results of sales have been so poor that
there have been only six within thirty-two years,
three of these occurring since Controller Mets as-
sumed office.

Up to the present time, so far as can be Aais-
covered, mno practical method has been put in
operation of enforcing the collection of arrears
which at once preserves to the owner an equity in
his property and provides an attractive investment
for the person who undertakes to pay the taxes
of the delingquent. A few days ago Mayor Mec-
Clelian signed a bill the main features of which
were worked out by Joseph Haag, of the finance
department; Lawson Purdy, president of the De-
partment of Taxes and Assessments, and others
interested in obtaining a better method of col-
lection,

NEW “TAX LIEN.”

The proposed remedy is a “tax llen,” which can
be foreciosed just as if it were a mortgage. As
soon as taxes, assessments and water rents are
laid a lien attaches to the property in favor of the
oity, gwhich is prior to any and all other llens.
\\'hen&!axes or assessments are thres years In
errearsd,. or water rents four years, the llen of all
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arrears which shall have accrued up to the date of
the first advertisement of sale, wili be soid at auc-
tion to the person who shall bld the lowest rate of
interest, not exceeding 12 per cent. Upon payment
of the purchase money a conveyance of the “tax
llen,”” payable In three years, will be executed by
the city to the purchaser. The city will guarantee
the validity of the lien, so that the only risk taken
by the purchaser will be the sufficlent value of
the property affected by the llen and the possible
trouble of collection.

“Transfers of tax llens” will be registered In the
office of the Collector of Assessments and Arrears,
and will be recordable In the offics of the Reglster.
The procedure for collection will be the same as
for the collectlon of a mortgage. It will become
dus after default in the payment of the Interest
for thirty days, or after default in the payment of
any subsequently accruing tax, assessment or
water rent for six months. “Tax llens” will be
exempt from all taxes except the Inheritance tax.

The advantages clalmed for “tax llens” are that
they will be a thoroughly safe Investment, as they
will be the first llens on city real estate; and if
*“tax llens” are readily salable the clty will no
longer be kept out of the use of its proper Income,
the trouble and expense of collection being trans-
ferred from the city to private partles,
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ACCEPTED DESIGN FOR NEW YORK’'S NEW MUNICIPAL OFFICE BUILDING.

McKim, Mead & White, architects.

It will cover the triangular
will run right through the building in an arcade.

timated cost, $7,000,000.

space bounded by Park Row, Centre and Duane streets.
Ea- Thirty-four stories in height.

Chambers stree?

NEW MANHATTAN TERMINAL AND APPROACH FOR THE BROOKLYN BRIDGE.

Marble and granite structure to take the place of t\ho present unsightly building and stairways. Hoppin,

(From The Tribuns BEureau, Washington.)

Koen & Huntington, architects,
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AST DEFENCE MONITOR FLORIDA, WHICH IS TO BE FIRED UPON BY HER SISTER SHIP, THE ARKANSAS, THIS MONTH.

MAKING A

" TARGET OF A

WARSHIP

{sh war, the others being the Nevada and the Wy-

U. S. Monitor Arkansas to oming, all of them completed scarcely flve years

Fire on the
Florida.

{From The Tribune Bureau.]

Wasl ton, May About the middle of this

|

Is |

ago. PFach have two 12-inch guns in single tur-
rats and four 4-inch rapéd fire rifles in broadside.
Thelr turret armor is 9 Inches thick. The Arkansas,
which will make the attack on her sister ship, is
now one of the training vessels at the Naval Acad-
emy, and is in prime condition in every way The
Florida, will be the target, is now out
commission at the Norfolk Navy Yard and will be
owed to the battleground next week
Departim-nt has Issued the following official state
ment < jaining the proposed trial with high-power
projectiles and torpedoes against the most mod-

ern marine target ever assaulted:

which

to obtain
practical
internal

experiments is
and accurate information,

rning the actual effect 1

these

*“The

omuolete

object of
in a
n the

way, conci

! fittings and otner portions of a ship's structure of

monti Chesapeake Bay, two American armored
warships, typical of modern constructior will be |
put to the supreme test of simulating ac al battle
mditions, one 11 a great gun twice at the
other ot close range and finally exploding torpedoes
der her armor belt The one-sided conflict
designed ¢ saome of the academic controver
sics betwoeen ord: d construction experts and |
1o be of practical vaiue in the design of the two
new hattleships Just authorized by Congress. The
vessels are the Arkansas and the Florida, two

of the four identical monitors bullt since the Span-

gun and torpeuo attack under present conditions,
*The Kiorida, & comparatively modern ship, was
gelected because her intesual subdlvision permits &

of |

The Navy |

very closs aproximation to the framing and in-
terior subdivision of the latest battleships.

“The tests will be in two serles—a gunfire test
and a torpedo test. These tests will take place
urder the joint cognizance of the bureaus of con-
struction and repair and ordnance. H

“For the former, the Arkansas, a gister ship, will
fire a 12.inch projectile, Joaded with high explosive,
to strike the Florida's turret with an energy littie
short of penetration, in such a wWay that most of
the fragments will fly across the bows clear of the
ship. It Is not Intended to peneirate turret
armor, and the test Is In no respect a contest of
gun agalnst armor Or armor against gun, the effect
of the shock only being desired. The shock, under
the conditions above noted, will be approximately
thia greatest that could be experienced in battl
This will probably be the only shot fired against
armor, but another glancing blow against one side
of the turret may possibly be declded on.

the

“After the inspection of the results of this test
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several shots from the 4-Inch and 12-inch guns of
the Arkansas will probably be aimed at the ex-
perimental military mast that has been erected on
the stern of the Florida
“It is not desired to make kncwn the detalls of
the torpedop test, for obvious reasons, but it will
suffice to say that one or two torpedoes may be
exploded against the bottom of the Florida under
such conditions that salvage operatio if neces-
sary, will not be difficult. It is not int led to de-
the vessel or do more than local injury, and
she will be restored to her former condlitlion of use-
after the necessary

fulness as soon as practicable
experimental data have been obtained
‘““These tests wiil probably occur about the middle
May. and fer obvious reasons it {s not desired
that any but officlals directly concerned should be
The general results, so far as may be per-
missible or proper, will be given to the press as
soon as practicable after the conclusion of the
tests and the submission of all reports in relation

thereto.”

presant.

CITY TO LODGE
' IN A SKYSCRAPER

LORD, TOO.

Plun; for Home for Municipal De«
partments Call for $7,000,000

Structure of 34 'Stories.

If the plans which have been prepared by McKim,
Meaa White and selected from a number of oth-
ers by a jury of award, composed of Messrs. Kim-
ball, Day & Boring, architects, are finally ac-
cepted, New York will some day have one of the
most !mposing municipal buildings In the country.
The structure provided for in the designs selected
is to contain thirty-four (counting the tower)
storfes and to occupy practically all of the big
triangle bounded by Park Row and Centre and
Duane streets and divided by Chambers street.
Its estimated cost Is $7.000.000, and provision Is
made for housing within it not only all of the city
departments, with the exception of' the FPolice,
Fire and Heaith departments, but for a large
amount of space which may be rented at & con-
siderable annual Income to the ecity. It is estl-
mated that $500,000 will be saved the city each year
through the centralizing of various city depart-
ments in this way.

AN ARTISTIC SKYSCRAPER.

An attempt has been made in the design selected
by tha jury to provide a building as near the truly
artistic as the architects thought possible when
dealing with skyscraper construction. The styls is
French Renatssance, with exterior columns. The
architects have made no definite specifications as to
materizl to be used, but some light stone wiil prob-
ably be employed. Flnal declision on this and other
points es well as just what shall be done about
actual construction this year is in the hands of
Mayor McClellan, Bridge Commissioner Stevenson
and the Board of Estimate.

The building will front in Centre street, and a
peculiar feature of its ccnstructidn is the fact that
Chambers street is to be continued through it by
means of a big arcade. This provision for the con-
tinuation of Chambers street as weil as constructing
over the subway without interfering with the pas-
sage of trains made the architectural problem pre-
gented a rather unusual one. Another featurs of
the proposed bullding unusual in present day sky-
scrapers is that no interfor court has been provided
for. It was found feasibla to do away with such
airshafts because of the location of the buflding In
& triangle well lighted on practically all sides.

SUBWAY STATIONS AND LOOPS.

Of the totai thirty-four floors in the proposed
building the arrangement is as follows: The sub-
way level will be one floor under ground; above thaly
at the street level, will be the subway entrances, and
over that, on a mezzanine fiocr, will be the machin-
ery for the building. Above thesa three transporta-
tion floors will ba twenty-three offica floors, and
there will be eight stories in the tower surmount-
ing the bullding

From the bottom or track level of the subway
to the head of the figure surmounting the tower
the total height 1§ 539 feet and § inches. Deduct-
ing from this tota! height the twenty feet repre-
senting the helght of the subway leaves the city's
projected skyscraper a height of 539 feet and 8
fnches above the stree’. In other words it will be
nearly twice as high as the Flatiron Bullding, over-
topping it by 253 feet and § inches. In fact, the
city's skyscraper home must at onca take place with
the “top-notchers.” It will be a close rival of the
famous Philadelphia City Hall, which has an ex-
treme height to the top of the figure surmounting
the central tower of 547 feet 11% inches. Here
in New York the new municipal bullding will rank
gecond only to the 612 feet high Singer Building
downtown and to the Metropeolitan Life structure
uptown, the tower of which under altered pians is
now to be carried to a height of 700 feet above the
sidewalk line. g -

New York's municipal skyscraper will, however,
Glffer from the other bulldings mentioned In that it
will not depend almn entirely upon a slender
tower for its great hel . In the proposed struct-
ure a great amou floor space is desired and
tha building itself will be the mest conspicuous
part of the ensembie, the tower being a secondary
consideration. From the sidewalk line to theé roef
of the main structure the building will be 329 feet
high. The height from the roof to the top of the
figure surmounting the tower will be 210 feet and
8 inches. The figure itself will measure from the
tip of its toe to the top of its head 24 feet, and the
diameter of the ck be I35 feet

Of the twenty-three floors intended for o
it is thought probable that the ¢
eleven and that the rem
will be thirty-two eley

A representative “‘of the architects sald
plans the other day.:
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“In studying the problem it was the alm of the
architects while keeping in mind the practical uses
of the building, to give it the municipal character
ch such a building should p The classie
» was chosen, both as following the accepted
traditions of buildings of a civic character through-
from the earliest times down, as
well as on a int of tha proximity of the Hall of
Records, the courthouse and the City Hall-all of
them classic or in styles derived therefrom.™

SSess.

the country,

his proposed imposing municipal office building

in connection with the new Brooklyn Bridge ap-~
proach, plans for which have been prepared by
Foppin, Koen & Hh gton, will work a wonder-

ful change in the present appearance of Park Reow
at the bridge. In time the present unsightly steel
structure thrown across street and the grimy
terminal 1ed itself will give way to an impesing
ninal and approach, the cost of which, with the
anges |1 ved, has been estimated at about
004,000, s structure will be in three distinct
3 bridge approa upying the site
approach, a s “City Hall ap-
proach,” on the Clty Hall side of Park Row, and
a bridge with the ornamental bronze facing to be
thrown across Park Row. The exterfor will be of
granite and limestone, artistically carved and or-
namented.

the m oc

pres

alier

In addition
City Hall approach will have a dou escalator
| leading from the sidewaik to the level of the bridgs
over Park Row, and In the main bridge approach

bie

| there will be three sets of double escalators in ad-
! aition to stairs. The ce al set of escalators will
‘rxt»xul from the street level to the train level and
| the others from the mezzanine floor, at the level of
the bridge, across Park Row to the train level
above. The trolley cars will come in at the mez-
zanine level, and in addition to the escalators there

be stairs leading from the street level up be-
tween the different track
The train level on the !

the style of

ley
or above is to be equipped
rallroad station, with

signs at each

a regular

ng

ticket be either side and

track terminus. The interior of the approach will
be of glazed terra ¢ . and architectur it will
be thorcoughly in keeping with the attractive ex-

terior.
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A SECRET OF THE CORN BELT.

Here is the secret of the success in corn growin

h Wisconsin and lowa Counting shr
d long courses, there are at
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take care both by cultl
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As the crop grows, neight
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look again. They may sne at what they
‘tancy tiffics,” but if the fancy farming . uts 20
more to the acre in the boy's pocket. they are

going to ask where he got the seed and hu_}' some
It is here the reward comes o the stu-
wnse of a scientific
at from # to @
rorn properiy

from him
dents who have g«
se. While comu 3
. an average of 3

con

. tested and gua h av r,nzV_!
soed - sells r 1 : to a bushel.

have record of a famcy lot sold at §0

that was aboormal. The Wis-

Agronow department are tak-

pedigreed sced 1
told him he could
the fancy seed bhusiness in corn and make
all he liked out of it, and the voung rascal, to his
father's utter flabbergastedness, put away FUREL
in one summer, beating his father's Income. 4
know of another boy payving his way through col-

year

of one boy whose

know
go in for

lege who sold 300 bushels of Silver King at 8w
the bushel.—The Outing Magazine



