
A Lesson from Experience
A T the breakfast table a child may reach out t \u25a0

\u25a0**• touch the shining coffee urn. The parent, who
f'_-eis that mere obedience is the ultimate ideal in
the home, may say, Don't touch that! Now Itell
you. don't touch it! If you do. I'llpunish you."
The child, mastered by fear, may refrain.

The wiser rent may say, "You should not
touch the hot corTee urn. It will burn your little
lingers if you do. Hot things alwaj/s hurt little
children if they handle them."

If the child*seeks to persist,; the mother, firmly
holding the urn so that it cannot spill and scald
the investigator, may not interfere when the daring
rebel ringers still reach out

... for them-
selves that it is really hot. The burn, the mother
knows, will be but slight, a trifling pain that can
instantly be relieved; but the lesson may be great.
The child willhave made a persona deduction; he
will have .... in breaking law. and been
punished for it; he has converted experiment into
experience. He has now greater respect for the
parent whose wisdom he sees and whose warning
he has disregarded; her guiding power and influ-
ence are increased. He has not been punished for
disobedience, but for breaking a law of nature,
which he knew in advance yet dared to disobey.

There is danger ii seeking to goad the child inta
saintship by constantly talking of i:s faults, by an
irritating multiplicity of rebukes, commands,
threats, censures, complaints, nd protests. They
weaken the child and lessen the parent's power. In
an atmosphere of scolding the child feels a hopeless-
ness of doing anything right, and he ceases to care
or to try. If the parent allows certain trifles to
pass seemingly without notice until the proper time,
place, and mood.
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Sin the dim past, put a halo
r'ur.i the '•'. r: obedience" and canonized it.
and we have been bowing in reverence to it

trer since. But .>.". <>r»edience is not good nor wise.

There ar; tv brands of obedience one is self
surrender to the _'::iance of a principle; the other,

self surrer. ier :\u25a0 the domination of a person. The
first is good; the second may be dangerous. The
fr?.t inspire- fr -.:: within; the second controls from
KJthonL The firs: makes individuals self govern-
ing through respect for the law; the second, gov-
erned by force t the lawmaker.

PareEti often make the mistake of setting up
obedience of the second class as a fetish :n the home.
They treat r. as " irshiping savages ascribe mar
busp.iT.eri to pie es of wood and stone. They
jpvem by t>r.r of authority. They seem to be-
te* that"in making the children "mind." they are
tra:n:n2 therr. : that in .... them to
waUTa chalk-line :action, they are guaranteeing

their future welfare; that in doing all the child's
thirJ:;nc for :'. they are teaching it to think for
iadf

Th:> ncth :. Leads inevitably to overgo vemment.
Overgy.er::: :.-\u25a0:.\u25a0 ::. a nation transforms its people
ir.o becur.:': <\u25a0? \u25a0:. missive slaves or hypocritical
aids living ::. b :-\u25a0 •\u25a0•:' escape. It has much the
s.~r result ::. fanii'ly life' In neither cases does it
i^":lor insp-.rc principles" ... controls acts.

la homes where obedience is made a fetish, the
n?ril a*::. .--\u25a0\u25a0- : that of a hothouse, heavy with
prohibitions and rnmands. You feel the forcing
T~> s>.-. not :':. gentlei sympathetic training of the
chiiirer. to gr their natural best. There are
"Keep '..i~ the Gr

- '"• signs and similar prohibitions
s3 ovt-r the h >h The children are brought up
t a'stxaitja Don'ts!" When little Susan
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-
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-
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child's, mc-se \u25a0

- , the nursery and see what
fen-is doing make her stop ii."

**A Soldier's Discipline.**

"J"HERL > .. janecdote," one of those sugar
coated m - -

-\u25a0 , deaden thinking, toldof Sir
*•*.-"Ha.vi • . bero of Lucknow. A visitor

at hi;hou Lmdon one bitter, cold even-
Cg. in the eof a cozy chat Mrs Havelock
:-~'-

-\u25a0::•: her husband and said. "My
ctar, v.h-_-r- . . "

referring to her whom
we hair. • . \ afternoon. The Colonel started*>ias feet with ti remark. -[ Well. poor fell')w!he"s
"^cdipg -,r.L •

\u25a0 Bridge in this terrible cold. I
*^»iH:rr. to wail rme there at twelve o'clock. It
a»w seven, a; . :Tgot all aVjut the appoint-
oest, Xhes . -

started out to release the boy,
jfcexcu,.-: : • , bis visitor; saying. "You see.
j.':;V"-"'*- '-"\u25a0\u25a0 oi pline of a soldier's family." Here
; -:-. of obedience, the vanity of
;J/r a:: '± rath \u25a0- msforming the child into a
He**utonai : \u25a0:. r-.-.,-, >n. sense, judgment, and
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initiative cruelly chloroformed by this false sense
of obedience. Was not Henry a good little boy?
No, he was not a good little boy. He was a silly
iittle prize prig, fit only to play marbles withCasa-
bianca, who barbecued himself because he could not
leave the deck without his dead father's permission!

The ultimate object of training a child should be
to make it individual, self controlled, self reliant,
self directing, guided to follow his reason, making
his own high standard his inspiration, living a life
based on honor, truth, justice. To reap proper
harvests, we must plant proper seed. The child is
not likely to become self directing if he is taught
to 1*? dependent ever on the direction of some one
else.

—
ifhe is taught only self suppression, surrender-

ing submissively to another's will, responding not

to his own reason, the dictates of his own judgment,
—

moved ever from without instead of being inspired
to move from within. We can make a watch, keep
fairly gopd time by moving the hands back and
forward as it runs too fast or too slow; but it is un-

satisfactory, because the timekeeping element is
outside the works.

—
they are not put into the con-

dition where they move accurately automatically
by their own initiative, the inspiration from within.

Don't Make It the Issue

PARENTS may feel that inlimiting>>r diminishing
the reliance onobedience; the keystone of the arch

of home discipline willl>e removed and the structure

must fall. This is not true. The plea here is that
obedience should not be constantly talked of. con-
stantly obtruded as if it was in itself final. It
should not be the issue. Itshould not be the basis
of the relation of parent to child. This does not

imply that the child should be eft to its own re-
sources, permitted to grow wild; to be subject to

no guidance, no control; to be indulged and pam-
pered in silly weakness and selfishness The child
should merely be trained on higher, better lines,
substituting for the word of command and the rod
of authority, nnn, wi^e. kindly, guiding influence
and inspiration. . i\u25a0

Forcing the selfish child to divide its cake with its

brother may result in obedience. The act may l>e
controlled; "but the character is not improved The
insistence on obedience does not go deep enough;

it is merely cutting off the tops of the weeds, leav-
ing the vitalityin their roots to persist and increase.
Until the child is taught to see the wrong of selhsh-
ness the pettiness, meanness, and injustice of it.

until it is brought by a change of impulse from
within to share voluntarily, there has been no real
improvement. . ,

•'How then" asks the bewildered parent, can

the child be trained aright"'" By establishing *a

relation of friendship and loving companionship
with the child; by seeking to see its acts from the
child's viewpoint; by appealing to its reason; by
substituting suggestion for command; by example
and proiK-r environment rather than by nagging

precept; by appeal to its strength. Us higher mo-

tives; by strengthening its inner convictions, and
teaching itto learn byexperience.
"<>uf management of children is often a strange

medley. a paradoxical underestimate. We expect

from them actions far beyond then years, while;at

the same time we underrate their minds and their
powers" and misunderstand their motives Chil-

dren often cry out in protest, "I don t think its

fair'"' showing an instinctive sense of justice tha.

i
-

to note departures from truth in those around them;

they \u25a0:.-.\u25a0\u25a0 ture the tire of some one s

insincerity or inconsistency.— showing a
buthonesty and honor. They resect firmness , but

rebel against force. In this justice reason, truth,

and resect -for law is the foundation upon which
parents may build character.-,

Crying for Things

THE child can be taught from its early life_tha
crying willnut win for it what itis not right for i

i<,have But the childmay o-yi>ersistentl)r; and 11

order to secure quiet, merely for the parents com

f ,rr and convenience, the prohibited possession i:

surrendered to it. Ifthe infant was clever enougl

J" egress its unformulated thoughts, it m gh;
write in its diary that night:

•Had a great victory to-day. Wanted to I"-,1
'

i11 with fa'her's watch. Mother put it on tht
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