
cure and that the proper
place for her was an in-
sane asylum.

At this juncture her
father was visited by Asa
B.Roff, also a resident of
VJatseka, but having no
more than a casual ac-
quaintanceship with the
Vennums. He had be-
come interested in the
case, he explained,
through hearing reports
ofthe intercourse Luran-
cy claimed to have with
the world of the dead,
the possibility of which,
being a devout spiritual-
ist, he did not in the
slightest doubt. More-
over, he himself had had
a daughter, Mary, dead
since twelve years old,

who had been subject to
conditions exactly like
Lurancy's and had giv-
en incontrovertible evi-
dence of possessing su-

pernatural powers of a
clairvoyant nature. In
her time she too had been
deemed insane but Roll
was confident that she
had really been of en-

tirely sound mind, and he was equally confident
•hat" the present victim of "spirit infestation, to

me the singular term employed by a later spintual-

£tk eulogist of Lurancyf was also of sound mindj
SeYherefWe begged Vennum not to immure his

daughter in an asylum; and. Mrs. Rott adding ncr

entrSties it was finally resolved as a last resort to

callS a physician from J^^jgSfgSS
was himself a spiritualist and w.,ul<l the RoJ. icK
sure, be able to treat the case with great success.

A Queer Dialogue

TWSphyskia«. Dr.E. Winchester Stevens paid tos
1 t.^t

1
V)s,t to Lurancy in Roff s company on tin

rftenwon of January ji. He K.und the B^she
;;n

~ every way like an old hag. She was evidently

in an ugly mood; forshe refused even to shake hands,

called her father "Old Black Dick" and her mother-
Old GrlnnvV' and at first kept an obstinate silence
urn uwim \u0084. . •

up s
-
ne announced that

;.' TV,- vredtlnt I»r Stevens was a spirit-

S-"*^^^h..,, h,r. -.1 that sh« «.

reality. *
he wants to be." More than

"*3*«to J n̂
S"dSSo^d! according to the'

'""he made St she was no longer on earth.

andwuwr immediately suggested that
spiritualist, th* 'ly-i '..oT

,
trniv.d by a •\u25a0spirit" that

W?«r?,in« W trouble her and her family, and would

iffshe
rwou7.f^ .dlx S 'so, and that among the

•Sru? lound her was one who.n the **&**°<*
*y<™t$W° on earth had

has Kinheaven these twelve
my daughter

,
hJSS'io heaven these twelve years' let her

SSitT We'll be glad to have her come.

And Mary Came
i-»OMF she did, as the greatly bewildered Vennum

loSav she astms^hat she is Mary Roll, refuses to

13

THE WATSEKA WONDER

By H. ADDINGTON BRUCE

the biography of the lateW..
one; \u25a0 ritten. one

\u25bc \u25bc \u25a0.: •-most interesting chapters will
be the story of his investigation
:: • the strange case of Lurancy
VcT'.num, its archinquisitor of
the Society for Psychical Research,
the Sherlock Holmes ofprofessional
detectives of the supernatural. In
thi instance Hodgson was forced
if confess himself beaten and to

*-aw«-ledge that ir his belief the only satisfactory
£j=*JOEof the pr» blern before him was to be had

f^JSh recourse to the hypothesis that the dead

S^doconanunicate with the living.. .EelE *'elknown, subsequent inquiries, and
S^JaeTOerienres w;th the famous Mi*.Piper,
£,**;*? the enthusiastic indorsement at this
£V«nes:s; but a: the time of the Vennum affair.

t-~t
-~ the recollect-;. \u25a0:: of his triumphs in Europe and

a****in hi* mind; he was still a thoroughgoing
-^Wa Ended skeptic; and to Lunacy Vennum

"^^wdin^lv bt given the credit 'of having
qSF* hia.»> to i]..-.,k, to the turning of the ways.

-;• v>j,wsircely &a efforthas been made to*~"*evidenrjt - disproof of his findings in that
f77«=^to develop a purely naturalistic explanation
sSSS^^ his verdict went far to establish
--Z-T3^ °-roan vas a classic illustrationof super-
S*^l'JE. Yet' while itmust be admitted that

''
such a task would have been extremely

-t.itmay safely be d«lared that the j)henom-
| throogb Lurancy Vennum were not

h2l?' '' other-worldly than the phenomena
y.,^u>' the tricksters whom Hodgson himself

uyand mercilessly exjxjsed.

T i-nranc>-*6 First Spiritual Visit

fct^i*I*^1*^the reader's memory withregard U> the
10*Case 'iv wiu ljerecalled that Lurancy

ioJJ^ Vus » young girl, between thirteen and
j^-^r

ytars oW -
the daughter of respectable

*?£, <• Ra
- WTatseka, Illinois, a town about

•4t >c south of Chicago, and boasting at
JPU^'-.' :. of tK.Thaps fifteen hundred.

*C;\-' "•\u25a0 July ii,1877. while sitting
oiUm.l^ iJer in°tJ>e^ she suddenly complametl

:U, and JSrodiately afterward fell to the

Svt^r^ious. in which state she remained for
bet n^: lte »«xt day the same thing happened;
•tojntjw, \hlle stiU apparently insensible to all

t^awl U;':ilit" 'Ul!k- affirming that she was

•Vto ji*4ll^ :n tl*company ofnumerous "spirits,'
r tscr:

''
c'<^ naming among others the

'^iW
**pother" who had died when she was

&T***years old.
dw^o^' religious people of an ortho-

a^^matiwi, feared that she had become
*.Ifc Uf10 their fears were increased when,

?4d £1 J****!**>f time, her "fits," as they*
aßerd«raBerd«r r**565

-
incase more frequent and of

tv-TiTra77'Ma'Jastiog from one -. eight hours and
s>*7z2" thm l<> t»a*e times a day. Phy-

:fc^.itWrA<io Pithing for her, and by January.wa C'-tided that she was beyond all hope of

recognize her mother or myself, and demands to be
taken to your house."

At this amazing information, Mrs. Roff and her
surviving daughter Minerva, who since Mary's death
had married a Mr. Alter, promptly went to see Lur-
ancy. Prom a scat at the window she beheld them
approaching down the street, and with an exultant
cry exclaimed, "Here come my ma and Nervie!"
the name by which Mary Roff had been accustomed
to call her sister in girlhood. Running to the door
and throwing her arms about them as they entered,

she hugged and kissed them, with expressions •>!

endearment, and with whispering allusions to past

events of which she as Lurancy could in their opinion
have had absolutely no knowledge.

Roff, who came afterward, she greeted in the same
affectionate way, while treating the members of her
own family as 'though they were entire strangers.

To her father and mother it seemed that this must

be only a new phase of her insanity; hut to the Rorf?
there remained no doubt that in her they beheld
an actual reincarnation of the girl whom they had
buried twelve years before,

—
that is to say, when

Lurancy herself"was a puny, wailing infant. Eagerly
they seconded her entreaties to be allowed to return

with them: and. Mrs. Vennum being completely
prostrated by this unexpected development, it was
soon decided that the little girl should for the time

being take up her residence under the Kofi roof.

Back to the Roff Home

SHE removed there February n. and on the way
an event occurred that vastly strengthened belief

in the reality of her claims. The Yennums and the
KolTs lived at opposite ends of Watseka ; but the
latter family, at the time of Mary's death in 1865,
had been occupying a dwelling in a central section

of the town. Arrived at this house. Luraney un-
hesitatingly turned to enter it. and seemed much
astonished' when told that her home was elsewhere.

• Why," said she in a positive tone. "Iknow that
I live here."

Itwas indeed with some difficulty that she was
]jersuaded to continue her journey; but once at :ts

end all signs of disappointment vanished, and she
passed gaily from room to room, identifying objects

that she had never seen before, which had been
well known to Mary Roff. . .

Her pseudo-parents were in ecstasies ot loy.
• Truly." they said to each other.

"
our daughter who

was dead has been restored tous!"and anxiously they
inquired of her how long they might hope to have

her with them.
"The angels," was her response, •will let me stay

till sometime in May
—

and oh how happy Iam'"
Happy and contented she proved herself; and.

which was remarked by all who saw her. entirely

tree from the maladies that had so sorely beset both
the living Lurancy and the dead Mary. For her hie
as Lurancy she appeared to have no remembrance;

but she readily and unfailingly recollected every-

thing connected with the career of Mary. She was

well aware also that she was masquerading, as it
were, in a borrowed body.

"Do you remember." Dr. Stevens asked her one
day. "the time you cut your arm'"

"Yes indeed; and," slipping up her sleeve. I
can show you the scar, it was—" She paused,
and quickly added. "Oh, this is not the arm; that
one is in the ground," and proceeded to describe
the Spot where Mary had been buried and the
circumstances attending her funeral. Old acquaint-

ances of Marys were greeted a* though they had
i«en seen only the day before; although in one

or two cases there was lack of recognition, due. it

was inferred to phvsieal changes m the visitors

appearance smce Mary had known them on earth.
Tests suggested and carried out by Dr. Stevens

and Roff, only reinforced the view that they were

really dealing with .1 visitant from the unseen world.

POT instance, when the little girl was playing out-

door- one afternoon, R«.tT suggested to his wile that
she bring down stairs a velvet hat that their daugh-

ter had won. the last year o! her life, lay it on the

bat stand and see if Lunacy would recognize it.

This was done, and the recognition was instant.

With a smile of del.ght Lurancy picked up the hat

mentioned an incident connected withit. and asked.
•

Have you my box of letters also?
The box was' found, and rummaging through it the

child presently cried, "Oh, ma. here is a collar I
tatted 1 M... why did you not -how me mv letters
and things before?" < Hit- !\u25a0> one she picked oi4

.aid identified relics dating back to Mary s girlhood,
long before Lurancy Vennum had come into the
sorid , .

She displayed too not a little ot the clairvoyant
ability ascribed \<, Mary The story is told that on
one occasion -he uthnned that her supposed brother-
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