
THE MINE PLANTER GENERAL HUNT.
Used fo- instructing artillerymen along the North Atlantic coast.
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REPAIRING 100-POUND MINES ON FORT TOTTEN WHARF.

dRMY SCHOOL MOVING.

Officers and men in their respective places are

taught how to mine channels and harbors, how

to connect these engines of destruction with

controls on shore, how to find the range of an

approaching enemy, how to "plot*
*
the attacking

fleet as It crosses the mine fields, and how to

explode the torpedo the moment the target Is

mine planters are manned, and the theories
taught indoors are put Into practice under con-

ditions as near those of active service as pos-

sible.

at- $25. They do full military duty brides the

hours put in at recitati .iiia study, and f

at the end of a man's course. 1,0 pas— exami-

nations which qualify him ror the long sought

chevrons he willserve out his enlistment at $4.*

or $30 a month. Some get as hfgh as SG3. and

all have food, clothing an.! houring s-jppl'.ed

free. Perhaps the governm-nt v.-ll get five

years' service out of a brlgfct. capable man
after he passes his \u25a0• -rg'-arfs examinations. It

does not average any more than that. Then

"But he is ugly." Mr.Lauder ?aid. "T>ar «j#,

h.-^ b ut,'iy. He is as ugly as that nM-diarvaJ
Sultan «1m had ail the mirrors mmni fm?n
his palace so thai he niisht avoiU tb* i>aiß it
seeing his own face.

•This Pulta:
day an«l by \u25a0
his refleetkML I
and he 1r ike i- '

burst the Vizi- r j-

"Finally the Sultan calme-i down, wipeti lla
eyes, and got ready to smote a.r.d talk. Eat cot
so the Vizier. He sobbc-ti er. cr.d on. Hi-- roas-
ter. tapr-ir his slipper impatiently on the cush-
ions, waited for hirr. to •--\u25a0

**At ler.gt!i the Suttai got a_-.sry. an^ «-
claimed:

"'Why do yon -^cep longer ttiar: I.ViziTT

•"Alas!* the Grand Vizier replied, -you wept,

O Commander of the Faithful, because jou saw
your face but for an instant; tut Ise« it a'i day

and every d -y.'
*"

A TARKTSGTOy EPIGRAX.
"Booth Tarklngton, a: a theatrical s-jpp»r,

spoke rather well." said a playwright, fon n:ar-
riage. One rerr.arl; in his ep*-°--h stru'k me
particularly by its epigrammatic truth. \u25a0: w^s

this:
""Before she marries him, a. g:r!"s *>p;r.on of

a young man is the same as his rcoih^r'H. alter
•arriage she comes round rathtr :c hi? father's

views."
"

GOOD C.WXK FOR TF.ARs.

Harry Lauder, the Scotti<h c^m^liar- and
irolfer v.as describing at a dinner in New Ttri
a great golf professional.

Tlie wri*--r p^rsanally T\-itzi*-t-fCas *ihiU (̂)3

of their IWtifi in the char.r.'i thtt flo%s b».
twe \u25a0 Forts Schuylcr and Tott'n. T>.» <-apta.-3

and instructor put isis rergcant ir. r<r~2irrtiuJ that
day. telling \-A-rtx to mine that channel agaissi an
attack fro) the sea. On board thr plnr.tr* •*.

-
six big steel cans, each built to hold a \u25a0..:.,::..;

pa«adfl of gtincoUf.n. to.^-tror with tt^^-j,

fathoms of steol cable, multiple cai.l^s an.. &.
tr:h:i;i ma. Th.> d^tauhrr.cr.t ur.der •;.» »•
gear.fs directions put them ovfrti"ard an-
chored them and connected th*rn ty xs'.t*? witta
switchboard on shore at the rat* of f>n* rein,.

in s. -.-•'-,:\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0 minutes. Thi.« was fast work, aa-i
particularly WO or. Ifiv>o<i tide. If a »a kjj

been running or \u25a0 fog had come ir.. the artil-
Jerymm would have been forced to w».rk tswh
slower. According to figures piv^n \u25a0-: h\ th-
instructor that day. a crew of average abißty
can close a good sized harbor in !*w» tfcaa

tweivo hours and make it ?afe from ... tf
the enemy's torpedo fU-tt in fnrty-tigfci.

Trained like the nwn in Om Imnmu of 9m
battleships. these artil>rv \u25a0 a wn-k *jth a
precision and! dispatch acq:;:r'<! by lor.p »rar.
tise. Any one of the top oTSf-ant' i*a« <apal.i#

of directing the responsible work as the ©ffors
themselves.

In the winter months the mine pTantTg, a- t^,

ocean-going tugs of the rchool arc ean«d| j.

South mann-.l by a picked crew to t.ikr ont *-
tachments from the coast fort* f<r prartiec amf
instruction in laying anil taking up mir;*«. ATtC

torpedoes. There are four of th»«»- min# r.iar,,.
ers operating on the Atlantic an.! • ,lf rtKrsti
each designed and built for this partirufau w^.

viee
—

th* fierier.ii Henry J. Hunt, th* Onon;
Henry Knox, the General fleers* Armistf^
and the Major Thomas Ringsold— all nam^ ,»

ter artillery officers distinguished in ih* \u25a0..,- .
the Republic.

In tho summer they work rsirthuarfj cp tb#
coast. Mm arc planted an'J taken up jgaiis
soundings made, fathom open fathom of S{,j»

cable laid und*r a burning h«.t «nir.. '*>,-

and laid again, and Johnny Gr~n frr.m th*
country, who enli: '•-i to be a soldter, sits on the
gun'le of a whaleboat and wor.d*-r« rrhat it is a:;
about, and whether the army ha« jron* to *•»nr
if he is just an onlinar plain -••u^tuu.,- *r
longshoreman.

the pergeant wil! generally quit tr* service
go to some construction company f»,r $lf»j%
month.

As rapidly a3 officers arwl r,.»- finish at tj,
school they are sent to tIM artillery p<*t3 alon,
the coasts to pnt into pra« tice t:.» inntnutiin,
acquire'!.

EXPLOSION OF A 50-POUND MINE.
In the channel between Fort Schuyler and Fort Totten, New York Bay.

Work does not erase with "mess caii'' or
"taps." In the power plants year after year

there are day shifts ar.d night shifts, just a? in
any well ordered factory, and In summer the

work ifanything is doubled. The mm receive
regulation army pay, and every encouragement

is offered for advancement, thr- higher grades

of service actually yielding good salaries. Some

of the men nr.ter at $1S or ?2<> a month, some

within range, or perhaps to fire one mine In a
nest of five without disturbing the others. All

this means a thorough knowledge of engines and
dynamos, of delicate electrical apparatus, gun-

nery, telephones, telegraph and the win-less.
The enlisted men are classified and placed as

they Qualify upon examination at their en-

trance. If practical electricians or stationary

engineers they are soon promoted. Many are

absolutely green bands unable to tell a dynamo

from a batttry when they enter, but they are
<:;:_'. it<i learn and willingto work. The latter

qualification alone entitles them to the appren-

ticeship, for the school has no time to spend on
t!.. boy whose ambition is limited by a desire to
"se ( the world," or the shiftless man who can-
not make a living elsewhere.

Militarydiscipline prevails at all timrs in this
Bcho. \u25a0), but the men are put more upon their
own initiative than at ether army post?. In
winter the two schools, one for officers an-1 one
tor men. are confined to the shops, engine- and
lecture rooms. When spring brings its milder
Weather, casemates, observation towers and

Ai ing the forc< at work to-day moving the
stores and equipment of the school aboard the
quartermaster's l->:its at Fort Totten may be
fout'.i! officers and men from almost every state

In the LTnion. They work eight, ten and twelve
hour- ;: day ami consider themselves well oft

for having the opportunity. When th< y get to
Fortr. Monroe and set up their college they

will again t;ik<' up the routine of theory and
practice and < roceed with their problems ur.<l in-
struction as liefore.

The New Tork public had hardly time to real-

ize the nature and importance of the post-grad-

uate school at Fort Totten before its removal

South was ordered by the War Department.

The new school was established at Totten when

the artillery service took over the mine part of

th- coast defence work from the engineers, and
Ihe artillery then developed the plans for the

submarine defence of the nation's coast line.

Wiring every harbor between Maine and Alaska

\u25a0w;,- a big Job, and to begin it properly General
Murray, th- n a major of the line, was intrusted
with the :• jponsibility of organizing a corps of

Instructors among the officers and m fn.. <:]]\u25a0 \u25a0 :.- came to it r< adiiy enough, as the new

work offered ;m opportunity to specialize. The
men the trained working crew— were obtained
by offering the youth without moans to obtain
a colleg' i :•'\u25a0'\u25a0 an education, with hoard.

r el tii' s, books and pocket money, in re-
turn for a three y< ars' < nlisireient and ;i willing-

ness to do hard manual labor whil

their tr tde for Uncle Sam.

With its abandonment a* an army service

ichoo! the old fort near Whitcstone Landing

which has been an engineer or artillery head-

kaarters since the elope of the rebellion settles

lack into the humdrum existence of a harbor
,'ort in peace times, with only a sufficient garri-

son to care for the big guns and keep th-e weeds

rrorn overgrowing the mortar pits. Casual ob-
gervers will not notice this abandonment. Save

for the absence of tho mine planter? at drill,
t).- grassy h-.ights of the fort from the water-

front wiD stand as impassive as ever. Inside

the ramparts the grand old trees will keep

pea \u25a0( rul watch over the green parade and offi-
cers' quarters.

Sound steamers of the merchant marine and
pleasure fleet, however, will be quick to note

the change More than one Irate skipper of a
coal tow rr excursion boat has been held up In

the narrow channel while the school at its les-

Bon! t- uched off a mine of guncotton, and if the

resultant roar and gigantic spout of water were

not a tre.il to him they certainly were to his
passengers.

Fort Tottcn Submarine Defence
Plant Going to Fortress Monroe.

By water and rail tho School of Submarine

Defence at Fort Totten, Long Island, is being

tooved this month to its new quarters down the

coast in Fortress Monroe, Virginia. Seldom, save

!n war times, do army quartermasters get such

a heavy task put upon them. Every transport

in the depot quartermaster's fleet will be called
into use, and as much of the movable things as

the army can handle will be handled by the

Boldiers and not trusted to 'the railroatK for

jnine apparatus Is expensive.

Officers and men who form the body of stu-

dents there are packing workshop and class-

room equipment preparatory to embarking for

Ck new seat of instruction on the Chesapeake.

Laboratory and machine shops are being dis-

mantled, fathoms of steel cable and tons of ex-

plosives crated for shipment south, and the

delicate electrical instruments used in the esiab-
ilshing of mine controls taken apart and

trrapped piece by piece as though made of the

nest fragile china.
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