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REPAIRING 100-POUND MINES ON FORT TOTTEN WHARF.

MOVING.

ARMY SCHOOL

Fort Totten Submarine Defence
Plant Going to Fortress Monroe.

By water and rail the School of Submarine
Defence at Fort Totten, Long Island, 1s being
tnoved this month to its new quarters down the
eoast in Fortress Monroe, Virginia. Seldom, save
In war times, do army quartermasters get such
a heavy task put upon them. Every transport
in the depot quartermaster’s fleet will be called
into and as much of the movable things as
the army can handle will be handled by the
~s and not trusted to "the railroads, for
apparatus is expensive.

Officers and men who form the body of stu-
dents there are packing workshop and class-
room ecquipment preparatory to embarking for
e new seat of instruction on the Chesapeake.
fatoratory and machine shops are being dis-
mantied, fathoms of steel cable and tons of ex-
plosives crated for shipment south, and the
delicate electrical instruments used in the estab-

of mine controls taken apart and
picce by piece as though made of the

lishing
wrapped
nost fragile china.

With its abandonment as an army service
school the old fort near Whitestone Landing
which has been an engineer or artillery head-
juarters since the close of the rebellion settles
back into the humdrum existence of a harbor
lort in peace times, with only a sufficient garri-
are for the big guns and keep the weeds
-orerowing the mortar pits. Casual ob-
gervers will not notice this abandonment. Save
for ¢ ahsence of the mine planters at drill,
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the ¢ ights of the fort from the water-
front wili and as impassive as ever. Inside
the ramparts the grand old trees will keep
pearcful watch over the green parade and offi-
cers’ rters.

& cteamers of the merchant marine and
ple fleet, however, will be quick to note
the change More than one irate skipper of &
(s tow or excursion boat has been held up in

arrow channel while the school at its les-
\chied off a mine of guncotton, and if the
nt rear and gigantic spout of water were

treat to him they certainly were to his

New York public had hardly time to real-
{ze the nature and importance of the post-grad-
chool at Fort Totten before its removal

uate s
Bouil: was ordered by the War Department.
The new school was established at Totten when
the artillery service took over the mine part of
the ¢ defence work from the engineers, and
the ery then developed the plans for the
sul defence of the naticn’s coast line.
Wirir ryv harbor between Maine and Alaska
wWas ig job, and to begin it properl)
Mu then a major of the line, was
with the resy sibility of or yf
Instructors > officers

Oflicers came to it readily eno
work offered an opportunity to specialize. The
men 1} trained !
by offe ti
a colleg T
TO cinthe
tur three enlistment and a v
ne hard 1 i1 labor
the f m

Al work to-day ng
Bl ¢ of the school ocard
qu S at Fort T« 1 ms v
fou:r « men from a every stat

ht, n and twelve

dcr themselves well of

hour

for having the opportunity When they
Fortress M e and set up their coll

will up the routine of theory
practice and proceed with their probiems and in-
struction as before.

Military discipline prevails at all times in this
schocl, but the men are put more upon their
own initiative than at cther army posts. In
winter the two schools, one for officers and one
for men, are confined to the shops, engine and
decture rooms. When spring brings its
weather, casemates, observation towers

milder

and

| dynamos, of delicate electrical apparatus, gun-
reless.

1 men are classified and placed as
| they ¢ upon examination at their en-
trance. If practical electricians or stationary
| engineers they are soon promoted. Many are

1 thers

at- $25. They do full military duty besides the
and if

‘hours put in at recitations ana study,
at the end of a man’s course Le passes exami-
nations which qualify hir for the long sought

chevrons he will serve out his eclistment at $45
£65, and

mine planters are manned, and the theories
taught indoors are put into practice under con-
ditions as near those of active service as pos-

sible.
Officers and men in thelir respective places are

taught how to mine channels and harbors, how | or $50 a month. Some get as high as

to connect these engines of destruction with | all have food, clothing and hous supplied |

controls on shore, how to find the range of an | free. Perhaps the govern: nt will get five |

approaching enemy, how to “plot” the attacking years' service t of a bright, capable man |

fleet as it crosses the mine fields, and how to | after he passes his sergeant's examinations. It
not average any more than that. Then |

explode the torpedo the moment the target is | does

%
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EXPLOSION OF A 50-POUND MINE.

In the channel between Fort Schuyler and Fort Totten, New Yerk Bay.
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the sergeant will generally quit the ervice uy

go to some construction compan for "“,.
month.

As rapidly as officers and men finish a1 g,
school they are sent to the artillery posts along
the coasts to put into practice the instruetio

acquired.
In the winter months the mine

ocean-guing tugs of the
South manned by a picked crew to take ogg &

tachments from the coast forte for practice Aru'

instruction in layinz and seinea
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knowledge of engines and
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green h: unable to tell a dynamo
attery when they enter, but they are
y learn and willing to work. The latter

entitles them to the appren-

1 alone

ol has no time to spend on

r the s

wse ambition is limited by a desire to

‘see the world,” or the shiftless man who can-
not make a living elsewhere.

Work does not cease with “mess call” er
“taps.” In the power plants year after year

are dayv shifts and night shifts, just as in
any factory, and in summer the
work if anythi doubled. The men receive
regulation army pay, and every encouragement
offered for the higher grades
of service actually yielding good salaries. Some
of the men enter at $18S or $20 a month, some

weil ordered
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is advancement,

THE MINE PLANTER

. N | GENERAL HUNT.
Used for instructing artillerymen along the North Atlantic ceast



