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Mexico. It is estimated that in this « aions
there are more than two thousand bell yors,
This is the number regularly employed. Om
days of religious celebrations the nummber is

augmented, as the ringing of the bells must
kept up almost constantly through the d
night on such occasions. One of the mos

ing features of Mexican life to the casual visit
is the noise of the church bells. Eve
hamlet and many of the ranches in the

have one or more Catholic churches, and cach is
equipped with one or more bell towers. The
great cathedral which stands near the N 1tional
Palace in this city has sixteen of these towers.

In some towns the constant ringing of the
church bells is prohibited by the local authori-
ties. The sounding of the bells is permitted
once or twice every hour. Some churches toll
the quarter hours and others toll every five min-
utes. Most of the churches in this city toll the
quarter, half and hours.

The profession of bell ringing is looked on by
the lower classes as being honorable and distin-
guished. The bell ringers are reverenced as
being an adjunct to the clergy. The bell ringers
themselves are usually proud of their work. In
many cases this place in a church is handed
down from father to son through generation
after generation.

The towers of the large (athedralh are s5pa~
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cious, and are frequently fitted with rooms
which are occupied by the bell ringers and thelr
families. Here, far above the noise of the traflig
of the streets below, the faithful tollers of thq
bells live a peaceful life, seemingly unmindful of
the crashing noise which constantly resoundg
about their very heads. They are away from
the other noises of the city, but are in the midst
of the bell clangings, which go on all through
the days and nights

l “How can you sleep, with all this noise about
you?" was recently asked the wife of a bell
ringer in one of the cathedral towers

“It is not the noise of the bells that T mind,”™
| she replied. “I hear their rir 7 without know=
iing it, but it is the clangi of the streetcar
igon{;s in the street below t ‘1 sturbs my slum
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in Mexico unless one is {rav » in the coun-
try, out of sound of the c¢in bells. At any
hour, day or nigit, a person can learn the time
| by listening to the tolling of the bel

I Many of the bei hich hang in the church
! towers of Mexico were brought from Spain in
{ the early days of Spanish rule. Some of them
| contain large amounts of precious metals, which
'givv them a clear, rich tone. The bell ringers
| take great pride in their bells, and much care
| and attention are given to keepinz.t well

1 and alw

| burnished and their parts oiles

: state of good repair.
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