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EQUIPMENT COS. TO ACT

DIRECTORS MEET SOON.

Faliing Off in Earnings May Neces-
sitate Passing Dividends.

The 8irectors of three of the large railroad equip-
ment companies will meet early in September to
take action on the common and preferred dividends
for the current quarter. The companies in question
are the American Locomotive Company. the Amer-
fcan Car and Foundry Company and the Railway
Steel Spring Company. In view of the fact that
the business of all the rallway equipment companies
is so small as 10 amount to practically nothing st
the present lime, and earnings are scarcely suf-
Scient to pay the preferred dividends, the coming
meetings a&re of unusual interest to the holders of
the securities of these companies.

What action the directors of the American Loco-
motive Company will take on the common stock
dividend is probably the most mooted gquestion.
This stock is at present on a § per cent basis.
Several members of the board of direstors, it is
understood, did not approve of the payment of
the dividend last quarter, and one director, who
was & large stockholder, is said to have been so
@ispleased that he sold out his holdings. In the
present quarter the company has not only not
earned 18 common stock dividend, but has not
even fully earned the 7 per cent preferred dividend.
For the last three months the company's opera-
tions have been on such a reduced scale and orders
have been taken at such low figures that there
has been little profit after the cost of operation
was paid. The company is getting practically no
new work at the present time, and even inguiries
sre much reduced in ber and wvol of busi-
wmess involved.

It must be remembered, however, that the earn-
ings of the American Locomotive Company for the
hafwoﬂswymnwerelhegrmmmthecom-
pany’s history. Its surplus is large and its general
financlal positlon exceedingly strong. It may be,
therefore, that the ballef of the directors in a gquick
Telarn o normal business after the election will be
strong enough to Influence the payment of the com-
mon dividend at the present rate. The opinion in
certain circles close to the management is that the
rate will not be changed. Other well informed per-
sons, however, look for 2 reduction, while some
predict that the common dividend will be passed al-
together The fact that the common stock is sell-
ing around §7 scarcely seems to point to the passing
of the dividend. The regular dividend on the pre-
ferred stock will, of course, be declared.

In the case of the American Car and Foundry
Company there is no doubt that the quarterly divi-

earnings of the last fiscal year for four payments
on the common stock at this rate, which calls for
disbursement of some $600,000. The company is
in surplus and is in & good financial posi-
tion in spite of the present poor outlook for busi-
The regular 7 per cent dividend on the pre-
stock is a matter of course.
Although the position of the Railway Steel Spring
is not greatly unlike that of the American
tive Company, the former company is, ap-
parently, recovering a little faster than the loco-
motive company from the business depression. This
is due largely to the fact that the Railway Steel
Spring Company does a large repair business. The
locomotive company, on the other hand, has re-
celved very few orders for repalrs, the railroads
themselves evidently being in a position to take
care of most of the repairs to their own locomo-
tives. As matters stand the Rallway Steel Spring
Company is operating at not far from 50 per cent
of its normal capacity, and as its finances are in
good shape and present pro®pects falrly good, there
is an even chance that the regular semi-annual
dividend of 2 per cent on the common stock will be
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REPORT FEWER IDLE FREIGHT CARS.

American Railway Association Announces
Decrease of 28,618.

Another substantial decrease in the number of
§éle freight cars in this country and Canada is
reported in the fortnightiv bulletin of the Ameri-
can Rsilway Association, published yesterday. The
bulletin places the total number of idle cars on Au-
19 at 253,003, a decrease of 28,618 as compared
the number on August 5. The improvement
really greater than app-ars from these figures,
of
ler
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cars; witu thes~ included. the actual
during the two weeks ended August 1%
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At 253,000, the stock of idle cars represents a de-
crease of 160,000 frora the maximum reportad on
April 28, which was 413,00. The improvement in
the raflroad business of the country since the pe-
riod of extreme depression four months age has
drawn back into the handline of traffic nearly 40
per cent of the cars then idie.

STRIPES LEAD IN FALL DRESS GOODS.

Display at Lord & Taylor's Includes At-
tractive Designs.

The ?all show of dress goods at Lord & Taylor’s,
Broadway and East 20th street, contains 250 differ-
ent shades of broadcloth. Ir their Broadway show
windows samples of all the various kinds of goods
which will be worn this fall are exhibited, but the
brozdcioths predominate. That wili be the strongest
merchandise in the market t.ls fall, according 1o
the firm.

Almost all the fall goods this vear have stripes
in them. In some pieces of cloth the stripe is large
and prominent, in others it is detected only after a
close examination, but the stripe will be the dis-
tinctive feature of the style this fall. Another spe-
cial feature of the fashion will be that most tai-
lored suits for afternoor shopping will be made of
Tough goods.

Among the clothe of this variety will be seen a
namber of chevror effects and heavy diagonals.
Goods woven with wide borders alse promise to
be popular, it is sald. Satin-faced silks of all
kinds will be the lending var.ety this fall, with a
large number of velvets and velveteens. Many new
#hades of broadcloth are to be seen among the 50
shades the store has on hand. Among those espe-
cially prominent are peacock, taupe, mikado, pral-
rie. marmotte, mosquetaire, maroc, patachou, wis-
taria and nazimova.

—_———————————

ASK RECEIVER FOR IRON COMPANY.

Cleveland, Aug. 280.—An Involuntary petition in
bankruptcy was filed in the United States District
Court here yesterday against the Cowing Engineer-
ing Company, of this city. Its debts were said in
the petition to be about $116,000. The assets are
unknown. A recelver was asked for. The company
manufactures structural iron.
. e
BAKER DENIES INTERVIEW.

Goshen, Ind, Aug. 29.—~Judge Francis E. Baker,
of the United States Court of Appeals, to-day de-
nied an zlleged interview with him on the subject
of the Standard Oil case, which was printed in
many mewspapers on August 26 and 27.
Baker says he was not properly quoted and that he
€i¢ not authorize any interview.

JUDGE

Fat Folks’ Hot Weather Com-
fort Secret

The only way to be comfortable, if fat, in hot
weather, is to get thin—that is, reduce. This
s paradoxical, but it is true—and they say the
truth is bitter. Truly, to face the necessity of
reducing by means of exercise or starving is a
bitter prospect for any overfat person, man or
woman. But, cheer up, those old methods are
Dbasse—out of date. “ 28 .

Nowadays, -informed e who
mmmg‘;;:;hmwwmemml
unstuffed and unburdened without go to

from whom, for a small
i ounce Fluid

find
the rate of 12 to 16 ounces
food and don't need to
get thin: Moreover, they
wrinkles or ‘W:l’:e an
g u%‘ the fat—not the
different, very
usual “remedy.”

a decrease of 52 in the number of |
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PROSPERITY IS HERE.

Chicago Bank Canvass Finds Only
Discordant Note in Railroads.

[By Telesraph to The Tribune.]
Chicago, Aug. 29.—The Commercial National
Bank of Chicago, for the eighth consecutive

year, has canvassed the nation for signs of pros- |

perity and has found them. It has gathered re-
ports from four thousand bankers and business
men in all parts of the country.

announces that the doubt and discouragement |
caused by last fall's panic have been dispelled. |

It =ays:

A large majority of our correspondents believe
that the year 1909 will be prosperous and active,
though not on a “boom™ scale. The signs de-
cidedly favor the opinion that next year's trade
lv;'rill‘: be of satisfactory volume in all mercantile

8.

Serious discrepancies exist this year between
the government's crop expectancy and the fig-
ures arrived at by the bank's correspondents in
the grain states and those reached by the most

authoritative private investigators.
says

The government figures for August indicated
a total wheat yield of nearly 672,000,000 bushels,
against about 634,000,000 bushels last year, Our
own percentages, using the government's flgure
for acreage, indicate a total crop of 648,000,000
bushels. Good opinion in the trade is that the
bureau figures ignore loss by floods in Indiana.
Texas, Kansas, Missouri and Oklahoma.

Allowing for acreage abandoned and sum-
ming up, we feel justified in concluding that
the 1908 ecrop of merchantable wheat will scarce-
1y equal that gathered last year. Considering
the low world’s stocks and the depleted reserves
in retail hands everywhere, with an inevitable
strong export demand: it seems reasonable to
expect a high level of prices for breadstuffs
throughout the crop year.

This on the corn crop:

On the basis of the crop reporting bureaus
August 1 the yield of maize indicated is esti-
mated at 2,666,284,000 bushels, against 2,592,320,-
000 in the final estimate for 1507. Our own
correspondents in the belt, basing their esti-
mates on extensive inquiries, indicate a yield
larger than 1907 by 1.2 per cent. This suggests
a crop of 2,623,000,000 bushels.

The one discordant note is in the railway
situation. The report says:

If the prosperity of the last ten years could
be closely analyzed, and the purchases 2f iron
and steel, cement and timber products and other
supplies for rallways could be calculated and
their disbursements to labor upon improvements
and extensions could be known, and their ex-
penditure for cars and locomotives similarly dis-
tributed, ft will be seen that these in the aggre-
gate were a large factor in the country’s activ-
ities. These improvements have been almost
entirely stopped.

TRADE CLOUD LIFTI!

'G.

Montreal Financiers and Manufac-
turers Report Better Outlook.

Montreal, Can., Aug. 29.—A canvas of the whole-
sale and retall trade, the banks, manufacturers,
railroads and shipping interests of Montreal, made
by ‘The Montreal Herald,” shows that the out-
look for trade is better this fall than at any time
since the trade depression began. Most of the man-
ufacturers report their establishments running full
time, with orders atead. The wholesalers say the
demands upon them for new stocks,
from the West, are almost up to normal.
tailers say they are laying In big stocks,

The re-
in ex-

pectation of a much increased trade, indications of |

which have already manifested themselves.

Speaking for the Canadian Pacific Railway, G. M.
Bosworth, fourth vice-president and head of the
traffic department extending from the Atlantic to
the Pacific, says:

From reports submitted by agents in every city,
town and village the proof Is unmistakable of an
increase in the volume of traffic. It is but siight as
compared with what will appear later. It is there
now, however, and it is not n)rans!tory or evan-
escent condition

At the headquarters of the Grand Trunk, an of-
ficial who had recently returned from an inspection
of the system, made a similar report.

REFUSED BY GOVERNOR.

Sheriff Besch of Albany Asks for
Dismissal of Charges.

Albany, Aug. 23.—In his answer filed to-day with
Governor Hughes Sheriff Joseph Besch of Albany
County contends, among other things, that the
burden of enforcing the law against gambling Is
“not placed exclusively on the Sheriff, but only in
common with other officers, and his powers are re-
stricted to informing against and prosecuting.”

Sheriff Besch made a general denial of
charges filed with the Governor by the Civic
League of Albany, which alleged that he was
guilty of wilful neglect of duty in"failing to sup-
press several forms of gambling in Albany County.
The Sheriff contends that he not only did act to

the

the extent of h’s authority, but that he called in
| and received the assistance of the District Attor-
ney and police force of Albany, with the result

that cases against all of the places complained of
by the Civic League were presented to the grand
jury. While some indictments were found, in most
cases the grand jury refused to Indict.

Sheriff Besch contends that it is not his duty to
ferret out places of the character complained of.
“He is only bound to act in good faith in putting
the law in motion through the courts,” the answer
says. “He is not called on and has no greater right
to interfere actively in preventing the illegal act
as a peace officer than in case of any other crime.”

It is also contended that Sheriff Besch is restrict-
ed in the performance of his duties by the failure
of the Bourd of Supervisors to provide him with
sufficient funds.

nounced “e would appoint within a few days a
commissioner to take the testimony and report
his findings.

SUICIDE MEMBER OF FIELD FAMILY!

Pittsburg, Aug. 29.—Belleving the unknown man
who mutilated his features with carbolic acid and
then jumped into the Monongahels River at Me-
Keesport, drowning himself, early Monday morn-
ing, to be her son, a wealthy Chicago woman is
said to be sending a representative of the Marshall
Field Company, of Chicago. to this city in an ef-
fort to identify the body. It is said the woman is
related to the Fields. The suicide is said to have
been a graduate of an Eastern university and a
lover of poetry. In one of the pockets of the dead
man was found a bodk of Robert Burns’'s poems.
When last heard from the missing (;hlcago man
was in Massachusetts, and the label on the bottle
of carbolic acid which the man used to destroy his
features showed it to have been bought in that

state.

Chicago, Aug. 20.—At the office of John G. Shedd,
president of Marshall Field & Co., it was said to-
day with reference to the drowning of an unknown
man at McKeesport, Penn., that no member of the
firm, nor representative of the firm, had been sent
to try to identify the body. It wa; said, however,

twelve thousand employes, al-
tn!:::t gley g;?o?av‘:hom might have gona gn his per-
sonal responsibility. No member of the Field
family is missing.

FEDERAL AID FOR FLOOD SUFFERERS.

washington, Aug. 29.—The executive committee
of the American Red Cross has authorized Charles
1. Magee, secretary of the society, to issue an
appeal to the public for funds for the flood suf-
ferers of the South. The need for ald over a large
area of the South is declared to be very pressing.
A. C. Kaufman, president of the South Carolina
branch of the Red Cross, to-day telegraphed:
«Millions lost. Znd not vet."” ¢

An appeal also has been made to the War })e.
partment for aid on behalf of the sufferers fror,
the floods in Georgia. Secretary Wright has re-
celved an appeal to-day from Representsiive
Thomas W. Hardwick, of that state.

A teléegraphic order was sent immediately to
(General Potts, Department of the Gulf, at Atlanta,
directing him to detail an officer to proceed at
once to Augusta to make the necessary Investiga-

tion and to render such aid as may be possible
within the appropriation available for such work.
The waters continued to recede over tha

As' a result it |

The report |

especially |

A motion for the dismissal of the |
charges was denied by Governor Hughes, who an- |

'COLER AT METZ AGAIN

|
’Uses Report on Sewer Contract as
| Weapon of Attack.

Bird S. Coler., Borough President of Brooklyn,
continued his retaliatory tactics vesterday by issu-
ing a report through his secretary, John E. Heffer-

nan. practically accusing Controller Metz of sup- |
porting a contractor in an attempt to overcharge |

the city. The Donlon Contracting Company cleaned
The rate was
| $12 a cubic yard. Edward M. Grout, then Con-
troller, held up the payments on the work. When
Controller Metz came into office he proposed that
President Coler, the latter says, permit the com-
pany to collect its money.

The engineers of the local sewer bureau and R.
W. Creusbauer, consulting engineer, made an in-
vestization, and Superintendent Dunne of the bu-
| reau reported: v

“It has been ascertained that in at least onc or
two lengths of the larger sewers cleaned deposit
was removed to an extent greater than their
capacity.”

A thorough investigation of the work done by the
aompany followed. and Mr. Dunne made a further
report, in which he sald:

You wiil also find attached to this communication
another tabulated statement, showing the amount
of deposit, as certified, has been removed from the
brick sewers, comparing said amount with the
eapacity of the sewers If they were completely
filled. You will notice from this table that in two
cases, viz., Milford street, from Wortman avenue
to New Lots avenue, and New Jersey avenue, from
Wortman avenue to New Lots avenue, almost
twice the yardage it was possible for these sewers
to contain” has been certified as removed from the
sewers. ’

Under the assumption that the excess in yardage
removed over the capacity of the length ¢leaned
could be accounted for by the deposit in the entire
system draining to the length of sewer cleaned, I
have computed the entire capacity of the system
of sewers draining into the Miliford street length
of sewer which was cleaned. and find that this en-
tire system would necessarily have been half filled
with deposit to equal the yardage removed from
the length of sewer cleaned. Such a condition of
ll;)ilg system of sewers examined appears improb-
able.

President Coler ‘then says:

The report of the superintendent of sewers was
carefully gone over by the consulting engineer of
the office, who verified it in every particuiar, and
who recommended strongly that no payment be
made on the contract. All those papers were
placed in the hands of the Controller. After some
attempts on the Controller's part to get from the
Borough President a certificate as to the comple-
tion of the work, the case was placed in the hands
of the Controller's friend, Senator McCarren, and
a bill was passed in the Legislature permitting the
Board of Estimate to nvestigate the claim.

The Board of Estimate referred thq cldim to the
Controller, and the Controller has since that time
been endeavoring through his subordinates to get
the Borough President to consent to ma)dnﬁ1 a
favorable repoert upon the matter. This he has
failed to do. The Commissioners of Accounts
might prefitably investigate this matter anq ascer-
tain, If possible, the cause of the Controller’s anxi-
ety to pay this claim for more work than was, ac-
cording to the reports of the engineers, nctunly
performed or could have been actually performed,
and also as to the related activity of Senator Mc-
Carren in behalf of the same contractors.

' FOUR POLICE SHIFTS.

| several of the sewers of Brooklyn.

Transfer of Inspectors Starts Talk
of General Shake-Up.

Fear of a general shake-up was aroused in the
Police Department by the transfer of four Inspec-
tors that took effect at 8 o'clock yesterday morn-
| ing. Following two transfers of men of that rank
i a week ago, the move yesterday gave the gossips
| plenty of opportunity to speculate as to wh.et}n &
the 1id had rattled loose during Commissioner
Bingham's absence and this was the first step to-
| ward putting it on tight again. Later in the day,
| however, Acting Commissioner Baker sald that the
changes had been made simply because a number
of inspectors are away on vacations and thelr
places must be fiiled somehow.

By yesterday's order, Inspector Titys went from
the “soft berth” in the bureau of repairs and sup-
plies, at headquarters, to the 4th Inspection Dis-
trict, which iIncludes the New Tenderloin. His
place was taken at headquarters by Lieutenant
Thomas O'Brien, who has been Titus's ald there.

Inspector James E. Dillon, who has had charge of
the 5th Inspection District, was made overlord of the
34 District also. Inspector Burfeind was taken from
the 3d to the 1st Inspection District One reason
for the changes and the assigning of additional
territory is that “Smiling Dick” Walsh is on his
vacation and Inspector Steinbruck, who was ex-
pected to return earlier, will not get back from
Germany until September 15 or 20. Inspector Har-
kins, of Brooklyn, was called across the bridge
about a week ago to take The Bronx bailiwick of
“Chesty George” McCluskey, who is on a vacation.
By vesterday’s changes Inspector Russell, who
! has had charge of both the 1st and 2d Inspection
districts, now has only the 2d district.

SPECIAL TERM ORDERED.

' Hains Trial Set for September—
McIntyre Says November 1.

A speclal term of court was ordered yesterday
by Governor Hughes to try the Indictments found
against the Hains brothers for the murder of Will-
jam E. Annis. The Governor designated Justice J.
Garretson, of the 24 District, to hold the extraordi-
nary term, which will begin on September 21. The
regular term of Justice Garretson will not begin
until October 1.

Mr. Mclntyre, senlor counsel for the Hains broth-
ers, has announced that he will not be ready to go
to trial until the latter part of November. He says
that he will not be burried in the preparation of
his case, and for this reason the order for an ex-
traordinary term and a special grand jury does not
seem likely to expedite the case to any extent.

Major John Powell Hains, brother of the two
prisoners, has found some new evidence since he re-
turned to Chicago. At present he Is at work in the
paymaster’s office in the Department of the Lakes.
| but he will return to this city and give the new
evidence to counsel &s soon as he can get another
leave of absence. .

“A large amount of defensive evidence has been
gathered,” he wrote to the counsel for the defence
yesterday, “and I expect that my brothers will be
cleared. My brother Peter undoubtedly was
shocked Into a state of mental Irresponsibility by
the stories told him of the faithlessness of his
wife.””

TAKEN FATALLY ILL IN SUBWAY.

| Louis H. Rascovar, employed in the managerial
department of the Hamilton Press, at No. 40 Stone
street, living at No. 6l West 180th street, was
taken ill while on his way to the office in a sub-
way train yesterday and dled shortly afterward.
Mr. Rascovar was apparently in good health when
he left his home. He was on a local traln, and as
it neared the 145th street station he fell uncon-
scious. He was caught by one of the passengers
as he was about to fall, and carried to the platform.
He was dead when Dr. Kosak, of Washington
Heights Hospital, arrived. The physician said that
death was due to apoplexy .

Mr Rascovar was fifty years old. He was for-
merly manager of the cigar box plant of the Amer-
ican Tobacco Company at Charleston, S. C. Besides
his wife and one son, Mr. Rascovar leaves four
brothers, one of whom, James Rascovar, {s presi-
dent of the New York News Bureau and a director
of Albert Frank & Co., advertising agents.

———————— ———————

DECISION IN WORMSER'S FAVOR.

In a decision handed down yesterday, Justice
Bischoff, in the Supreme Court, ruled in favor of
Maurice 8. Wormser, who is sought to be examined
in supplementary proceedings on a judgment in
favor of H. L. Mack & Co., of No. 25 Broad street.
The judgment was entered in the County Clerk's
office on August 4 In the sum of $3,033. Hoadley,
Lauterbach & Johnson represent Mr. Wormser.

L T S

AUTO STOPPED ON TRACKS, KILLED.
Covina, Cal., Aug. 29.—Professor F. A. Fitzgerald,
a teacher of music in the public schools here and
known as an orchestra leader, was fatally injured
by an electric car yesterday while crossiig the
tracks In his automobile. He died twelve hours
later. The engine went ‘“dead” when the ciyr was

on the tracks.
S8AY REPUBLIC MERGER IS ASSURED.

Youngstown, Ohlo, Aug. 29.—It was reported here
to-day that there would be a merger of the Re-

ublic Iron ands Bteel Company with the United
gmm Steel Corporation about the first of the year.
While the report has been ulated various
gmu in the it is said that the

now
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Fall HAnnouncement

VERY article of attire for Boys, Gurls, Children
and Intants is represented in our Fall display of
Clothing. Millinery, Shoes, Hosiery, Gloves and

Broadest assortments of styles, newest

materials, individual effects, latest novelties in every

Furnishings.

department of Juvenile Dress.
for the young.

We outfit cxclusivc]y
The supremacy of this specializing 1s

shown in the appropriate designs, the distinctive fit, the
thorough workmanship and dependable qualities which

characterize all our productions.

We are the

acknowledged leaders in Children’s Fashions.

DPuarents outfitting their boys and girls for ihe
Fall school term, are here offered, under the
one roof, conveniences and advantages, possible
only to this Children’s Complete Outfitting
Cstablishment.

60-62 West 23d Street

LITTLEFIELD APPOINTED

Former Congressman Made Receiver

for 4. O. Brown & Co.

Charles E. Littlefle'd, ex-Congressman from
Maine and now practising law in partnership with
his son at No. 5§ Nassau street, this city, was yves-
terday appointed receiver in bankruptcy for the
suspended Stock Exchange firm of A. O. Brown &
Co. by Judge Holt, of the United States District
Court. Judge Holt made the appointment from
Woodstock, Conn., where he is spending his vaca-
tion, and fixed the bond at $250,000. The appoint-
ment was made upon the application of William C.
Rosenberg, of counsel for the firm's creditors.

Edward F. Buchanan, one of the members of the
firm, said last night in reply to the question, “Can
you give the approximate figures of your assets
and liabilities?":

“I have here a letter from J W, Rhoades, the as-
signee, which, I believe, will answer that question.
It was written in reply to a request from me as to
the firm's position. He gives the assets at $4.529,-
§0210. The llabilitles are placed at. $3,978,8% 09,
which gives an excess of assets over labilities 'of
$650,907 01. This, you must understand, does not in-
clude the capital of the firm."”

Edward Lauterbach, counsel for A. O. Brown &
Co., and Moses H. Grossman, of House, Grossman
& Vorhaus, attorneys for the petitioning creditors,
both announced that they were well pleased with
the selection made by Judge Holt.

Mr. Littiefleld, when seen at his office, sald that
he would file his bond and qualify as receiver early
to-morrow morning. He will then take charge of
the assets of the firm. He was not prepared to say
what company would furmish the bond or who
would be his counsel, as he had just returned from
Boston, where he argued a case on Friday. Mr.
Littlefield said that he naturally knew nothing
about the affairs of the firm.

As federal recelver, he will, of course, supersede
John W. Rhoades, the assignee, to whom the firm
made an assignment last Tuesday. Judge Holt's
order appointing a recelver contains a clause re-
quiring the assignee to turn over the assets of the
firm at once to the receiver, as soon as he shall
qualify, and no opposition is looked for from Mr.
Rhoades or his attorney, Dix W. Noel

Mr.,” Grossman, in commenting on the appoint-
ment of Mr. Littlefield, said he did not believe
Judge Holt could have found a better man. Speak-
ing of the opposition of Mr. Lauterbach to the
appointment of a receiver, he said that this was
largely formal. When the members of the firm
made an assignment they committed an act of
bankruptcy, according to the bankrup[éy law, and
laid themselves open to bankruptecy proceedings
provided three or mcre creditors saw fit to take
such action.

None of the members of the firm visited the main
office, at No. 30 Broad street, yesterday, and Man-
ager Thompson said he did not expect to hear from
them. The assignee and his counsel were hard at
work on the firm's books and had nothing to say
for publication.

The special investigating committee of the Stock
Exchange which is looking into the affairs of A. O.
Brown & Co. and probing the causes for the wild
trading on the exchange of Saturday a week ago
held a brief session yesterday, but, as usual, made
nothing public. It is understood that A. O. Brown
and E. F. Buchanan, of A. O. Brown & Co., were
again before the committee.

When_Edward F. Buchanan, of the firm of A. O.
Brown & Co., was asked yesterday afternoon about
the appointment of the receiver, he said:

“I have left that matter entirely to our attorneys,
but I wish to say that I am pleased that a gentle-
man of such high standing and ability as Mr. Little-
fleld was appointed. He will undoubtedly be falr
and impartial, and, unless I am greatly mistaken,
will find the affalrs of the firm In splendid shape.”

“Have you ,changed your attitude tceward the
banks and the exchange authorities who you cialmed
were responsible for the suspension?”

“Not in the slightest degree. It is my intention

to fight it out with them to the end, which I think
is my duty to our clients as well as to our firm.

I think this affair is a great dewl more outrageous .

and that there is a great deal more to it than 1is
generally bellieved outside of Wall Street circles,
but it will all come out in due time. When it does

come out I think it will be valuable information '

for the public in general.”

This is the first appearance of Mr. Littlefleld; in
a case prominently before the public siuce he re-
signed from Congress some months ago. He was
one of the foremost orators in the House of Rep-
resentatives and a central flgure in most of the
great debates. As a member of the House Commit-
tee on Judiciary, he took strong ground against the
legislation urged by Mr. Gompers on the subjéct of
injunctions. Mr. Gompers and other labor leaders
canvassed the Littlefield district in Malne, seeking
to defeat him on the injunction issue, but he held
his place. On resigning from Congress he returned
to the practice of law.

e e e

U. P. SHAREHOLDERS MUST NOW ACT.

At the annual meeting of the stockholders of the
Union Pacific Railroad Company, to be held at
Salt Lake City on October 13, they will be asked
to approve an extension of the mortgage against
which the $50,000,000 bonds authorized by the stock-
holders on May 5 last were issued. After the bonds
had been authorized, the bankers who had arranged
to take them asked Mr. Harriman to make the
mortgage securing them a refunding mortgage and
have the llen extended to the lines of the road
covered by the first mortgage, dated July 1, 1897, as
a better price and a wider market could be secured
for the bonds if this were done. Mr. Harriman
complied with the request of the bankers, and the
stockholders’ approval is now asked. That it will
be given is regarded as a foregone conclusion in

circles

&nancial

ATTRACTIVE

FALL

OPENING.

On Monday we open with the grandest display of Fall and

Winter novelties ever exhibited

under one roof. The Marathon

stripe is the new and popular style.
Samples and “Fashion Facts” given or mailed to an

address.

ARNH EHM9 B’'way & 9th St.
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A BOX OF GAS BLOWS UP.

Man with Candle, Entering Cooling
Chamber May Die from Injuries.

Escaping gas ignited by a candle in the hands
of John Strumpfer, an inspector employed by
the Brooklyn Upion Gas Company, partly
wrecked the four story tenement house at Park
and Nostrand avenues, Brooklyn, yesterday, and
injured Strumpfer so badly that he may die
Several men who were in a saloon on the ground
floor were slightly injured by flving wood and
glass, and there was a panic among the tenants,
who were thrown from their feet by the shock.

Joseph E. Connor, the owner of the propéerty,
informed the gas company that there was a leak
in the pipes running through his cellar. Strump-
fer searched until he came to a large icebox
through which the pipes ran. With the lighted
candle In his hand he threw open the door and
the gas which filled the box ignited.

The Inspector was hurled against the front
wall of the building and his hair and clothing
were burned away. The icebox was demolished,
and portions of it forced through the ceiling of
the cellar into the saloon on the ground floor.
The foundations of the building were damaged
by the explosion and every window and piece of
glass or crockery in the house was smashed.

There was a rush for the street by the tenants
and there was much excitement in the neigh-
borhood. Captain Hughes and the reserves from
the Vernon avenue station got Strumpfer out
of the cellar, and he was taken to the Cumber-
land Street Hospital.

BUCKET SHOPS GOING.

After Tuesday It Wiil Be a Felbny
to Conduct Such Business.

After next Tuesday it will be a felony to conduct

a bucket shop in this state, and if the law is not |
circumvented the bucket shop industry will be a |
thing of the past here, and material benefit is
likely to accrue to legitimate brokerage concerns
through the increase in their business because of
the wiping out of the bucket shops. Some brokers
estimate that if all the orders in stocks given in
New York State were executed on the New York
and Consolidated exchanges the volume of business
would be increased from 200,000 to 540,000 shares a
day, but to just what extent the business will be in- |
creased is, of course, only a matter of conjecture.

The bucket shop business has been on the de- !
cline for the last year, due partly to the greater
care exercised by the public in looking up the
standing of the brokerage houses with which they
dealt and partly to the activity of the authorities
in driving the illegitimate concerns out of business.
To this decrease in “bucketing’ is attributed much
of the increase in business on the Consolidated
Stock Exchange in the last year.

The new law makes the keeping of a bucket shop
a felony, and provides that upon conviction of the
crime a guilty corporation shall be punished by a
fine of not more than $5,000 for each offence, and, if |
the guilty party be an individual, he shall be pun-
ished by a fine of not more than $1,000 or by an |
imprisonment for not more than five years, or by |
both such fine and imprisonment. The conviction |
of a corporation shall not be deemed, however, to |
be a conviction or punishment of any of its officers, |
directors or stockholders. A corporation convicted |

| on a second offence shall be prohibited from doing

J

L

business in the state.

Legitimate brokerage houses are much interested
in the execution of this measure, aside from the in- ,
crease in business which Is expected to come to
them, as the bucket shop business has perhaps done |
more than anything else to bring Stock Exchange |
transactions into disrepute in the public mind. |
Along with the abolition of bucket shops, if the |
desires of some of the prominent members of the |
Stock Exchange are carried out, will also come a |
more stringent supervision over the business done
on the floor of the exchange. As pointed out in |
The Tribune a few days ago, a movement is al- |
ready on foot for the establishment of ‘an audit '
committee, which shall have authority to at any
time f[nvestigate the books of any house connected '
with the exchange. Brokers say that if such a ;

ittee were app 1 the d of operations |
similar to those which resulted in the failure of |
A. O. Brown & Co. last Monday would be very |
much lessened, as would the possibility of a firm
carrying on its business after the method of two
other recent fallures, T. A. McIntyre & Co. and |
Coster, Knapp & Co.
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SEEK TO END C. P. STRIKE.

!
| an old carpet.

MARSTERS TOURS

Under Escort.

THE ADIRONDACKS

By Rail and Stage
AUSABLE CHASW, LAKE CHAMPLAIN. LARS _
PLACID and LAKE GEORGE. From New York, Sept.
3d4. 9 days. expenses
included

AUSABLE CHASM, via Hudson River, Lakes George
and Champlain, Sept. 3d

OLD POINT and WASHINGTON by
Bept. 9th and Oct. Tth

Special Labor Day Tours

at reduced rates to

NIAGARA FALLS. ATLANTIC €iTY,
PARE. THOUSAND ISLANDS. LAK
GEORGE,

3 BOSTON. ETC.
bb mm " A booklet of 200 vaca-
GEORGE E. MARSTERS,

tion trips, mailed
31 WEST 30TH ST., N. Y.

sea and land.

ASBURY
E

.

GOLD-BEARING CARPET.

Floor Coverings That Grow V aluable
with Age.

[(From" The Tribune Bureau.}

Washington, Aug. 20.—A requisition has come te
the Treasury Department from the San Francisco
mint asking that a new carpet be placed in the
adjusting room, as the one there now has been
worn out after ten years' service. In ordinary
instances such a req fon 1d cita no un-
usual Interest on the part of the Treasury officlals,
but in this case great care has to be taken in re-
moving the old carpet, for It has become more
valuable with each day's service, because it 1»
lterally lined with gold dust.

The old carpet will be burned, and it is expected
that between $4,000 and 3,000 will be realized from
the ashes. In the adjusting room at San Francisco
files are used to trim the surplus gold from rough
pieces. The gold is'first run off into blanks and
then stamped, so it frequently happens that a plece
is a trifle over weight or uneven. The flles are
then brought into play, and although no particle
of gold dust large encugh to be readily detected
by the eye is allowed to escape, the greatest care
cannot always aveid the falling of some small S

| ings to the sarpet

In purchasing these carpets great judgment is
exercised. Those are sought In which the weave
is as close as possible, so that the material will
hold the scattered bits of gold. It is not unuscal
for the authorities to get $5,000 worth of gold from
Other thrifty devices are used in
order to capture escaped particles of gold T
floor sweepings are treasured with the greatest care
and they furnish enough money to pay the salaries
of several! employes about the building. Much gold
goes up the chimneys and they are often scraped
and the resultant soot and dirt scanned for goid.
Emploves who handle bars of gold are not per-
mitted to dispose of the aprons, overalls or gloves
with which they are provided, for when these arti- -
cles are burred after they have outlived their use-
fulness they yvield a rich harvest.

———— ——————————

JAMES E. MARTIN'S WILL FILED.

Mineola, Long Island. Aug. 29 —The will of James
E. Martin, who died at Parils, France. on May 20
last, was to-day offered for probate in the Nassau
County Surrogate’s office. The value of the estate
is given as less than $19.000, but since the wiil was
drawn, the father of the testator was killed by an
automobile, and the son fell heir to nearly half a
millien dollars.

The will was drawn on February 17, 198 and was
witnessed by Frederick H. Gould, of No. 525 Fifth
avenue; Eugene L. Burke, of Neo. 150 Breadway.
and Henry W. Kiralfy, of No. 92 Morningside ave-
nue, all of New York.

Half of the estate goes to Mr. Martin's widow,
and a contingent interest in the remainder is also
given her. The son, now four years old, gets the
other half when he becomes thirty years of age,
and in the mean time the interest from it is to be
applied to his education and suppert.

—_— —e—————

KILLED BY FALL FROM CAR WINDOW.

Wilmington, Del., Aug. 29.—P. Thompsen Coyle,
of Baltimore, fell from a window of a Pullman car
of a northbound Philadelphia, Baltimore & Wash-
ington train near Stanton early to-day, and died in

a Wilmington hospital without regaining conscious-
ness. Nothing was known of the accident until the

Toronto, Ontario, Aug. 29.—It {s said that a move | body was found at daylight.

i{s being made by outside parties to induce the Do-
minion government to call on a third party, pre-
sumably Professor Shortt, of Queen’s University,
to endeavor to bring the Canadian Pacific Rallroad
strike to & speedy and amicable conclusios

Baltimore, Aug. 20.-P. T. Coyle was emploved in
the office of the District Commission. His wife is
Mrs. Louise Craigen Coyle, of “The Baltimore
News,” who writes under the pen name



