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deposits were exhausted ; then the people
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law’s garret. The balls were chipped, the
cloth was darned and patched, the table’s
g, and the cues were headless
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d a grand opera combined. Nothing but
raordinary skill could score a carom on
;kill that required the nicest estimate
f force e, and how much to allow for the
various slants of the table and the other formidable
urnished by the

1
i

were

' S

peculiarities and idiosyncrasies
wdictions of the outfit
inter, here in New York, I

CcO

w Hoppe and

Schaefer and Sutton and the three or four other
billiard champions of worldwide fame contend

against each other, and certainly the art and science

displayed were a wonder to see; vet I saw nothing
there 1in the way of science id art that was n
wonderful 1 1 sh whict 1ad seen Texas To
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I\ my experience, games played

outfit furnish ecstasies of delight which g:
played with the other kind cannot match. Twenty
seven yvears ago my budding little family spent the
summer at Batemans Point, near Newport Rhode
Island. It was a comfortable boarding place, well
stocked with sweet mothers and little children;
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A Dissertation on Billiards
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ball left the alley ay home
and went thundering down alongside of it the rest
f the and made the gamekeeper climb out
ind tal ¢ of himself
No matter, we vered, and were rewarded

We examined the alley. noted and located a lot of
its peculiarities, and little by little we learned how
to deliver a ball in such a way that it would travel
home 1 knock down a pin or two. By and by
we succeeded in improving our game to a point
where we were able to get all of the pins with thirty
five balls. So we made it a thirty-five-ball game
If the player did not with thirty-five, he
had lost the game. 1 suppose that all the ball
taken together, weighed five hundred pounds. or
mavbe a ton, or along there somewhere; but any-
way it was hot weather, and by the time that
player had sent thirty-five of them home he was 1
a drench of perspiration, and physically exhausted

Next, we started cocked hat; that is to sav, u
triangle of three pins, the other seven being di
carded. In this game we used the three smalle
balls, and kept on delivenng them until we got the
three pins down. After a day or two of practic
we were able to get the chief pin with an output o
four balls: but it cost us a great many deliveries
to get the other two. But by and by we succeeded
in perfecting our art,—at le we perfected it to
our limit We reached a scientific excellence
where we could get the three pins down with twelve
leliveries of the three small balls, making thirty
six shots to conquer the cock hat

Having reached our iimit for daylight work. we
couple of candles and played at night As
- was fifty or sixty feet long, we couldn’t see
the pins: but the candles indicated their locality
We continued this game until we were able to
knock down the invisible pins with thirty-six shots
Having now reached the limit of the candle game,
we changed and plaved it left We con-

succeed

set up
the alle

handed

tinued the left handed game until we conquered
its limit, which was fifty-four shots Sometimes
we sent down a succession of fifteen balls without

getting anything at all

We easily got out of that
fun that anvbody could have
alley in New York

the
best

1d alley
gotten out

nve times
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O.\'li blazing hot day, a modest and courteou
officer of the regular army appeared in our den
ind introduced himself He was about thirty-five
vears old, well built, and militarily erect and straight,
and he was hermetically sealed up in the umforn
of that ignorant old day,—a uniform made of heavy
material, and much propezrer for January than July
When he saw the venerable alley, and glanced from
that to the long procession of shining balls in the
trough, his eve lit with desire, and we judged that
he was our meat. We politely invited him to take
a hand, and he could not conceal his gratitude;
though his breeding and the etiquette of his pro-
fession made him try We explained the game
to him. and said that there were forty-one balls,
and that the player was privileged to extend his
inning and keep on playing until he had used them
all up,—repeatedly,—and that for every ten-strike
he got a prize. We didn't name the prize,—it
wasn't necessary, as no prize would ever be needed

ir called for

He started a sarcastic smile; but quenched it,
according tc the etiquette of his profession. He
merely remarked that he would hke to select a
couple of medium balls and one small one, adding
that he didn't think he would need the rest

Then he began—and he was an astonished man
He couldn’t get a ball to stay on the alley. When
.4 about fifteen balls and hadn’t yet reached

he had




