
HIGHER EDUCATION THE KEY TO LIFE SATISFACTION
As the autumn approaches each year there

comes up the question In thousands of homes
lv this land of schools, "What are we to do for
our son or our daughter?" This problem is
usually the last one solved

—
or partly solved

—
by the parent for Tie cliild. When it is solved
and the boy or girl is turned in the direction
of a higher education —

or directly into a busi-
ness career

—
destiny is put in new hands. Suc-

cess or failure then depends open factors en-
tirely without the family influence. But in
making this decision, perhaps the most impor-
tant in life, Hie parents usually exercise a
mighty influence. It is the consciousness of
this influence that causes most parents to pause
for most serious thought before giving advice.

There are some parents who look at the
question from a selfish point of view. Itis
possible for a father to say. "Itis time for the
boy to do something for himself. Iam getting
old. He is young. He is well able to get into
the harness and help me. Four years more of
school? That will make him twenty-two.

Why, Iwas supporting a family of four when
Iwas twenty-two."

With that man argument vould be useless.
His body has its being to-day, but his mind is
of another day

—years and years ago, when
the demands of the world were more easily
satisfied. That father who compares his con-
dition twenty or thirty years ago with that of
his son to-day has at some time in his career
suffered a contraction of interest in life and
with it ability to grasp new meanings.

But there is another and far different class
of parent who does not readily see the advan-
tage of higher education. This one probably
looks upon life with a too materialistic vivw.
He wants no help from his son but is seeking
the best course to pursue. He can not. how-
ever, see -into to-morrow and realize its de-
mands. He says that a boy needs actual ex-
perience in life to be able to do his share of
its work. With this man school means noth-
ing but lectures, recitations and foolish songs
and absurd escapades. The broadening influ-
ences are outside of the classrooms and the
mighty unseen force of culture in association
with men of superior mental attainments.

*By President IK^ooseOeli

Tie brain thing's we acquired In our school
end coilrw days we nee as a matter of course.
It Is only those wo lack /which we feel.

A n: n who is truly educated can meet any
one en \u* own ground. A man without educa-
tion most confine bis intimite friendships to
tboso v,ho are on bis own mental plane.
It it hard f<>r any of us, perhaps, to reach

back 1 those years we spent in study and put
ft \u25a0er. < ;l finger upon the intellectual acquisi-
tions vhich have been of positive and unques
timed v;ilue in active business life, but it is
safe in -ay g^t not many have prone far in
a business career and not reached a point
•here tbey have !>e<<n forced to recognize thaf
ifthey had done this or that in their sopho-
\u25a0We, junior or senior years they would have
been better able to deal with the problem at
hand.

This idea has i>ermeated the business world.

SO that to-day It is hard to find a banker,

broker or even a candlestick maker who will
answer an argument for higher education with
the trite remark : "What good are Latin,

Greek and differential calculus to a man who is

to stack bills and clip coupons all his life."

To a man outside of the so-called learned
professions and not engaged in literary pur-
suits, the higher education is, possibly, of only
psycMe value. Itmakes him satisfied with
himself without making him selfish. He is
pleased to live because he knows how to live.
Life to him, with all his idealism, is as real as
to one whose only ideals are those with a

business tinge.
\u0084

Senator Chauncey M.Dopew once said In a
speech before the students of the University of
Pennsylvania, "Itdocs not make any difference
what .' man Is going to do Inlife, IfItIs noth-
«ag more than piling up bricks, that man will

be better satisfied withhimself and do his work

better !fhe is educated."

When you take up science, art and literature remember that one

first class bit of work is better than one thousand fairly good bits of X
work; that as the years roll on the man or the woman who has been j;
able to make a masterjnece with the pen, the brush, the pencil, inany \u2666

way, that man, that woman, has rendered a service to the conn- %
try such as not all Iffor her compeers who merely do fairly good sec- \u2666

ond rate work can ever accomplish. «

Our common schoo 1 system lies at the foundation of our educa- \[

tional system, but it is the foundation only. The men that are to t
stand pre-eminent a* the representatives of the culture of the com- %
munity must educate themselves. \

Ifthe former is decided upon, then New York
and Brooklyn ofl'er advantages greater, pro'.H
ably. than any <>rh»r city in the country.

There .ire the museums, the libraries, the the-
atres, the opera houses and numerous other
semi-educational institutions, which, added to
its advantage in being the greatest financial and
commercial centre of the country, make grmter
New fork the mighty educational city.

of course, with these manifold advantages
come the problems engendered by life in v

Crowded community, and in the last analysis
the decision must be made with the needs of
the student alone in mind. What the parent
might desire in this regard might be detri-
mental to the boy. Ifhe needs those things
which the city alone can offer, then the •.!«»•
oision must fall on New York. If he needs
those things -which rural districts offer, (hen

he would not oboiin the greatest l>em fit from

his school life were he placed in «he city.

As to the character <>f coarse of study, little
can be said, beeanse selection depends entirely
upon the taste and aptitude <f the child. Bat
when it comes to deciding whether to pat the
boy or the girl in a school in a small town or
in one situated in the large centres of activity,
tnere are important considerations.

In the first place, dues the boy need to be
thrown into the hustle and hurry of a city t<>
bring out some latent power or some charac-
teristic that the quieter atmosphere of a smaller
town would fail to reach? Or. does he need the
close companionship and the intimate friend-
ship ami all the other advantages of the so-
called college spirit, fostered to the larger e^e
tent by college or school life in the smal'.Gir
communities?

When a continuation of school life has been
decided upon the problem of the character of
school to be selected arises. The variety of
schools is almost infinite. In the case of girls
there are the finishing schools, the conserva-
tories, the universities and women's colleges,
and these are subdivided into the country \u0084.:l
city schools. With the boys, the variety is even
wider. There are universities, colleges, tech-
nical, law, medical and business schools, all
Offering innumerable courses of study. Then,
too, these are subdivided into country and city
schools?
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