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What Panic Taugbt One Man

Sound Business School Training Kept His Friend on Payroll-
Lack of It Cost Him Dearly.

A young i*l*!l
- dressed in neat but well worn their incomes. The next to go were those In

clothing, was strolling aimlessly about in the the office who had no business training. I. with

»h*de of th« City Hall Park early in August, my intimate knowledge of the business, •which

gja face showed the lines of care that were Ihad gone into as far as possible, and affairs
never meant or on* of hi3twenty-four years. o the office, became more indispensable as the
His dress had begun to show the effects of office staff was cut down. My pay. of course.
mnch cleaning and brushing and spoke elo- was not increased, but it was not reduced, and

aWnrr of a hard struggle against heavy odds ifound myself better off financially than before.
to keep up appearances. His linen was clean, -a panic is always a time of low prices, and
tut frayed. His cheeks were a trifle sunken for those whose income remains stationary it
,H sallow, as though his _ food had not been of is a better time than a time of prosperity. We

\u2666lie best. He sniffed appreciatively at the scent learned that in our politicaleconomy class in
t^ roasting peanuts that came from a nearby the high scnoo jj DUt like most of us Idoubted
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PLENTY OF TIME FOR CONTEMPLATION.
vJi.sands wttnout technical business training soon found themselvesc occupying park benches

after the panic came.

"Eut pardon me, old man. for jabbering away

!:ke this. Ifeel pretty grateful to the old folks

for what they made me do, and Iget a little

enthusiastic at times, especially when Ise«
so many who were not so fortunately situated
as Iwas in having: parents who could override
a headstrong determination.

"What are you doing? Ihaven't given you

much chance to talk, soIfeel like paying for

it. It seemed as though a panic must be a
ir-'neral affliction, but Ihave found that at least
one lesson we got in high school proves true in
actual life.
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'Things did not look so bad at that. Ihad

Just been married, it is true, but 1 had enough

money to carry me through nearly two months

without work, and Iwas sure that Icould land

something in that time. It was six months ago

that Idecided Iwas all right. You can imagine

what has happened since then. The little wife

has stood by me like a good soldier. As soon as

the warm weather furnished an excuse she went

up the state to her folks to spend the summer.

'•Then the banks began to rloso up. A firm

to which we hud sold a $rn>,ooo order cancelled
It, and, as oth.-r canceKauuiis were coming in

right along, with no new orders, the company

decided to close down. They lost a lot of money

through failures in the West, and in three

weeks they went to the wall. That shut me off
from getting a job with them when prosperity-

returned.

"Igi^ooIwa? one of those you spoke about—

not having the right kind of parents. Mine were

too anxious to let me do jubt what Iwanted.
They wanted me to go on a little further with
study, to take a good business course, or even to

go to college. But Ilanded a good job. and

thought my judgment was justified when Iwas

making $30 a week at the end of the three years.

When Igot to be foreman of one department of
the factory Ithought Ihad the proprietorship of
the whole business just ready to fall into my

hat.

ness world, and Ihave two or three pretty good

promises that may pan out in the next two or

three weeks.

"Well. Ihaven't done much in the la3t two

of three months," said the Successful One's
friend after the order had been given; "put

things are beginning to look ap now in the busi-

The Tired One hop--d that the other did not

notice the ea^rn*-s.s with which the invitation

was accepted, and they turned into the inviting

door of the restaurant.

the luncheon ;*> we tan renew our acquaintance.

Have yon tad luncheon yet"? No? Well, here's
where Iusually stoke up. and Idlike to have

you j"inme to-day."

ANY PORT IN A STORM.
A sample of how the panic reduced untrained

men.

''Same of them, it Is true, were making a little
more than Iwas in the factory, as skilled la-
borers on pitrce work. Ihad often envied them,

and thought; that I. with my higher position,
should by rights be having the better of the
pay. Sow, however, Isee where Iam better
off than they w#»re. "Wh^n business slacked up,
and there was little or no "work in the tory
end Df the business, they were dropped.

"The men who were working on the mechan-
!••*. and, 3onie of them at good salaries, some
of them on piece work, were the first to lose

*AadIcan ti»!I youIam mighty gladIdid it.
WhfT this money panic struck town my firm
fired a big hunch, of course, like everybody else.
Ifour.d. however, upon looking Into the matter,
that those who lost their jobs were the ones
on tij*raised •*(??«. They ••-:":.- had poor busi-
ness training before they came to the office, or
had Mac Thfy were either day laborers or
pra.nical!y so

"I tell you. Ithank my stars ,at Ihad
sense enough to take the "nor's advice in

tim.- Ithought, when Igot out of high school,

that r»ady money was the most to be.desired,

andI?ot a. fair j>»h that promised advancement,

but fattier and mother kept at me to get a more
3olid foundation for my life work. Itook their
advice and y?an a general business course. It
was so short a tim** before Iwas making more
money than Iwas before and with better pros-
p-vis f.>r advancement that Iscarcely realized
that Ihad left active work to take up study

"Why. o!d man. how are you? Ihaven't seen

Tou s:ace we %oi through high school. How's
Hit- m'-jrliivain? you?" was his

-
:nig.

Th^ Tirsd Or;e's hand MV was ready and
warn, but it lacked the fire of success of the

otheriHis s«?n:a!ity was forced. He seemed
conscious of the defects in his attire.

"What are you doing?" he asked. "You look
pr«».-»p^r'>us T.oueh. Iam sure. You don't look
as though the panic had hit you very hard."

"No,Ihaven't felt the effects of the panic

much." -:a.': th>? Prosperous One. In fact, I

b*v~ rather benefited by it. A man on a sal-
ary always di>es profit by hard times, provided
h«? can .<»•*{> his job." The other winced, but his
friend did not notice it and went on. "Prices
always go down and his income remains the
i-- •--
same.

He had l^ft th*cool ?had<? of the park and had

qul/k^ned his pare up hot Broadway, as though

tak:r.s v.p a task he had left off for a few mo-

ment*" r+sz. wJi<»n another young man sp-

pr->ai iiM. ...... a moment before speaking,

then rushed up and gTasped the Tired One's
•

pushrart. His eager hand, however, returned
from us pocket empty. He grinned sheepishly,

24 iiwush he f?arfd some one had detected his

dirapprinSTi'iit. and then went on with his weary

Btrn:!
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