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To be a spy one must be an adept
including languages and the ability to disguise one's
features. The Japanese are for these reasons the best
material for espionage service Having mastered
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THE INTERNATIONAL SPY

By DENYS P. MYERS

Drawing by George G bbs

it such action is taken

& in time of peace.
- There is, conversely,

no reward for the ac-
tive American who ap-
prehends such a per-
son

Racial rivalries of
one sort and another

i

have brought these Orientals into the public eye as
getters of forbidden information. A few years ago
there was a tremor in some quarters because it trans-
pired that Admiral Evans’s valet was not a mere
Japanese coolie but aneducated man. It seems that
the officers laughed at the public astonishment and
fear that ensued; forit likewise seems that there are
no secrets on battleships. Their measurements are
public property, the number of their guns, their de-
tailed plans, are readily accessible, and any other
information can be procured in the manner in which
it had its genesis, —by a little expert figuring. .

The Japanese. however, are inveterate in their
thirst for knowledge about other nations. Most of
them abroad send home information of presumed
military value. It is well known that spies swarmed
in Manchuria and Korea prior to the Russo-Japanese
War, and that every hill, mountain, road, well, and
town was on the military maps. That information
was valuable, because charts of the districts were
lacking. But our cartographical publications can
be obtained anywhere

The 1tinerary of a Japanese in the Far East 1s fre-
quently elusive. An American naval officer met one
in Korea, apparently a naturalist, in Korean cos-
Later in the day he was sketching streams
and roads. The same officer far up in China some
vears later was introduced at a club to a lapanese
in European dress who spoke nothing but French
He was in a section devoid of cities to establish
banks. The officer thought he recognized the man
and, finding him alone, spoke 1n English. The Nip-
ponese dropped his pretense, t Id what he was about,
and pledged the American to secrecy That game
is going on all the time in the Far East. One of
Kipling's longer works tells how a lad became a most
expert member of the secret service that England
maintains along the Indian frontier

But here in America the same ne is going on.
One leading New York society woman long had a
German nobleman for a coachman and the telephone
virl of a well known hotel has been a trusted agen:
of the Belgian secret service since she was a child
i New York are full of

ume

The immigrant sections of

foreigners «l«“—p;llt"h-ci here to keep t bs on ];(nn'\!k-
With the military and naval ~secrets” of the Gov-
ernment below par as secrets, and with the

face policy adhered to in diplomacy at Washing
the reason for spies in Amerca s n vturally not clea
at first sight

But European rovalty n !
wavs led virtuous lives, and there nore of the
descendants in real life than are dreamed of 1n the
Almanach de Gotha or the peerage And there are
many ticket-of-leave men. Few of these leave royal
or baronial halls of their free will to meet the world
face to face. Many of them are despatched to Amer-
ica, to live, unknowable in_their true dignity and
unknown, on stipends paid regularly. A good man
of the spies here are charged with pay this

are
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