
THE PROPER THINGS TO EAT.
One of the questions on which expert opinion

has been singularly divided relates to the amount
of food required by a man to keep him in work-
Ing condition. Two or three years ago rather
convincing evidence was presented to show that
surprisingly little would serve the purpose. To
that side of the discussion a valuable contribu-
tion was made by Professor Chittenden, of Yale
University. In illustration of the doctrine ho
cited the case of an acquaintance who for more

than a year consumed much less than other per-
sons, not only without detriment to his health,

but apparently with distinct benefit. The argu-
ment was reinforced subsequently by the result
of tests of a number of United States soldiers

on whom Professor Cuittendeu was permitted to

experiment. Though we are not sure that the
New Haven physiologist recommended the selec-
tion of simple and possibly uninviting articles of
diet, other advocates of a limited indulgence did.
To some extent dietetic reformers have mini-
mized the Importance of appetite while com-

mending a diminished consumption.

The other party Is now to the bat. One of its
representatives, "American Medicine," In its
latest issue declares that the "physiological

value of flavor" is not sufficiently recognized. It

argues that an appeal to the palate is essential
to digestion and that a craving for dainties
(though of low nutritive value) is natural. It

believes that the Inadequacy of plain food is

established by the fact that "the lower races,
"which subsist on plain and unvaried food, are
"inefficient workmen," but give a better account
of themselves on a richer diet. Possibly "Amer-

lean Medicine" overlooks other explanations of
the differences in the quantity and quality of
work*performed by Europeans and most of the
Asiatics. It also seems to Ignore the danger

that a person in eat lug things of which he is
particularly fond may take more than is good

for him. At any rate, the periodical Just men-

tioned is disposed to regard delicatessen as
"staples" and "luxuries" as "necessaries."

Here you have both sides of the case, and both
are partly right. How to support a large family

with a small Income
—

to »ay nothing of less of
employment and unforeseen doctors' bills

—
is a

complicated problem which millions of fathers

and mothers are called upon to solve. Close
calculation of the expenditure for the table is
absolutely essential to get the best result. Econ-
omy there deserves the first consideration, and
pleasure must take the second place. On the
other hand, even among those of modest means
a certain amount of variety In their fare i» cer-

tainly conducive to wellr-eing, and the occanlonal
Indulgence in \u25a0 "spread" even by the poor be-
trays a craving which may, after all, be entirely

normal. Furthermore, it Is the testimony of
thousands who i>re so circumstanced that they

can i»ut their own useful activities ahead of
everything else that generous living Is often a

help in realizing this worthy ambition.
The truth Is, no universal rul« can bo laid

down regarding diet. No two persons arc con-

stituted precisely alike. One may digest f.o

much more readily than his neighbor that he
willget more nourishment from a given quantity
of food. Even sipping fluids slowly and chew-
Ing solids with deliberation (both oommervCnble
practices) will not always establish equality

with a person who can safely eat with rapidity,

It is a notorious fact, too. that dlahes which
agree with one person dlsagra* with another.

MEXDIXG THE LORDS.
Lord Rosebery's commission has made an In

terestlng report In favor of radically "mending"
the British House of Lords. The proposal 1h to
abolish the principle that ail noblemen of cer-
tain rank have an hered'tary right to sit In that
house and to make the majority of the house
elec ye for a single parliamentary term. Of the
remainder of the house the majority wonld 68B-
sist of life peers selected by the Crown for dls
tlnguished services and qualifications. There
would also be representatives of the chief colo-

nies and a few spiritual peers. The ele^-ted
peers would be chosen by Ihe entire body of the
peerage. This would transform the theoretical
constitution of the House of L«ords. but would
probably leave Its actual personal composition
little changed, save by the formal exclusion if a
great many peers who are now entitled to sit
but seldom exercise that privilege. It would
make the British upper chamber conform to the
constitution of the upper chambers in oJier
monarchical countries. For it is a notewo -thy

fact that at present tne House of Lords Is
unique. No other legislative chamber In the
world resembles It in its inclusion of entire or-

ders of nobility on nn hereditary basis.
Thus In Austria the Herrenhaus contains 152

life peers nominated by the Emperor for distin-
guished services and 63 hereditary peers nomi-
nated by the Emperor. InHungary the Forendl
baz contains fifty life peers nominated by the
King, a number of nobles paying a certain tax.
and a large number of life peers elected by the
house. InGermany the members of the Bundes-
rath are appointed for each parliament by the
sovereigns. In Prussia the Herrenhaus consists
of life peers nominated by the King, peers c act-
ed by the land owners and peers nominated by

the King for specified terms of years. InBaden,
Bavaria. Saxony and WUrtemberg some peers
are appointed for life by the Crown, some are
elected and some are the mayors of cities acting

ex ofllcio. In Belgium and Holland and in Swe-
den and Norway the senates are elected. In
Denmark the Landsthing contains 12 members
appointed for life by the Crown and 54 elected
by the people. In Italy the Sfnato consists of
members nominated by the King for life, for
distinguished services or for the amount of
taxes which they pay. The Japanese HaUM of
Peers comprises representative noblemen elected
by their respective orders and numbering not
more than one-fifth of each order, members nom-
inated by the Emperor for distinguished ser-

vices and members elected by the people. In

Rumania the Senate is elected by the people. In
Portugal the members of the Camara dos Fares
are chiefly nominated by the King for life. In
Spain there are 80 hereditary Senadores. 100
nominated by the King for life and 180 elo 'ted.

The proposed new House of Lords In Gtoaat
Britain would include all the best members of
the present li'msf, with some Infusion of new

blood of similar quality. The political BOSS-
plexlon of it would probably remain unchanged.

The house would continue to represent the same

Interests as at present. But it would be a more

efficient and businesslike body and pro!ably

more responsive to and more In sympathy with
popular sentiment. The fate of the p

n'Mrziiiiizafion is uncertain, but it is scarcely

likely that the commission's report will pass
without some effect, and it seems probable that
in time some such scheme will be adopted.

eters of the city should be allowed much
weight If!t can be demonstrated that this
subway will relieve the congestion of the

streets of the city, and can be operated safely

and profitably, the arguments of Mr. Cornelius
Shea, delegate for the Teamsters' T'nion. will
hardly prevail to continue the mediaeval meth-
ods of freight distribution now In vogue

throughout the city. Owing to the physical
construction of the city, the cost of delivering

a package by wagen Is frequently considerably

In excess of the freight charges balf way across
the country, and hundreds of thousands of \>eo-
ple will welcome any innovation which prom-
iisps to do this work more economically. In

the operation of the subway, of course, thai
sands of men willbe employed, and to a large

extent this will offset the loss of work wblch
the teamsters willsuffer. Inthe Interests of the
horses themselves

—
and who has not seen a

team tinder the lash of a brutal driver trying

to pull an overloaded truck on a slippery pi ye

ment?
—

there should be strong support nnong
humane people for any movement likely to «hol-
ish to a large extent stirface hauling.

PERPETUATIXG WASTE.
Such is the shortsightedness of man in the

uiass that if the crowd could have had its way

many of the most beneficent reforms would
never have been put into effect. Not Infre-
quently the things workmen most needed for
their own good have been forced upon them
against their will. There willalways be found
men shortsighted enough to take a stand against

the introduction of labor saving machinery, be-
cause it Is Imagined that where the machine
dees more work there will be less for the In-
dividual, and that through the use of the ma
t-hlne In any industry many men will be thrown
out of employment. This was, perhaps, illus-
trated must forcibly in England at the time of
the introduction of improved machinery Into
the cotton mills, where In many instances the
opposition was so strong as to produce serious
rioting:

Even in this country, where the workman is
so accustomed to seeing the old methods re-
placed by iir-w. there Is not always an Intelli-
gent appreciation of the value of proposed im-
provements. And many of the arguments ad-
vanced inopi>osition to progress are little better

than those of the woman who is reported to
have said, when advised that a substitute for
whalebone had been discovered and was likely
entirely to displace the old material, "What
will tbe poor whales do for a living?' Of
course, it Is apparent to all now that the final
result of Improvements Introduced has been to
elevate the standards of the workin^men them-
selves, and that In opposing tills progress they
were working not only against th" interests of
the public generally, but against their own ad-
vantage. Even the introduction of typesetting
machinery was unwelcome to compositors, midit
is only recently that the Government Printing
Office has had the courage to introduce some
composing machinery Into that department, ow-
ing to the opposition of the workmen. Yet this
invention has resulted In a vast expansion o!
the printing industry to the advantage of tho
workers.

Whether the proposed freight Hubway in Neir
York Is a desirable thing for the city, and
whether lt« constriction should be encouraged,
may be open to question, but certain It is that
none of the Arguments advanced by the team-

THE AyKELTS VPS AND DOWNS.

\ In some of the accounts of the second acci-'
dent to the Yankee her sinking is attributed to

Ia collision between the cruiser and the rug
i which was towing her to Now Bedford. This
iappears to have been caused by the heavy seas
j while effort? were being made to replace parted
j towlinps. After the cruiser was once free the
Ionly thing to do with her was to proceed to a

!convenient harbor of refuse lor minor repairs.

j To have encountered the risks of proceeding to
!New Bedford (only a few miles from the Hen
Iand Chickens, in a rough sea. as soon as the

vessel was off the rocks, was apparently neces-

sary, and was at least as excusable as getting

!ashore in a fog, and thus far there has been
jno court of inquiry to determine whether or
Inot the commanding officer of the Yankee was

I to blame for that unlucky incident.
The getting of the cruiser off the reef on

! which she struck last September was an ex-
j tremely creditable performance. Though Mr.
!Arbuckle may not find the undertaking a profit-

Iable one. because of the extra labor required in
! liberating her and tlip expense of raising her
'
from her present position, he will have the re-

iward of public appreciation. The Navy Depart-
i ment bad done its best to recover the cruiser.
Ibut without success. But for the Brooklyn

Imerchant's enterprise she would have proved
! a total loss. Previous to this use of compressed

!nlr in liftingn sunken ship only two success-

I ful attempts of the kind had been recorded.
1 Mr. Arbuckle's engineer. Mr. Wotherspoon, has
I learned a trick or two in salvage worth know-
!ing, but as he does not appear to have patented

j his method, it is one which may profitably be

studied by naval constructors and private
wrecking firms.

CITY —Stocks closed weak. =General har-

mony was reported as th result °*
? conference

of Republican leaders new ===== Further re^
elations of the large sums wasted in city con-
demnation proceedings were promised bj the

l4i=iative Investigation into the city's finances.
-*__ »n official of the Metropolitan Surety

Company said it was not likely to continue in

business" following reverses which had impaired

its capital, although not affecting 'solvencylr__ Three sites for a bridge over the. Hudson
Manhattan and New Jersey were

favorably r?pfrted on by engineers.
——

V;ch' E Butler announced his determination
10 retire from the Kings County Democratic
IVBnmltlee

——
William I. Murray, paying

teller' tor the Empire Trust Company, shot and

tiledS in New Jersey. === The police

Sscovered many ot the former activities of

Samuel J. Biddison. among them that he had

b-en connected with several men who are either

ef-rvim*
, HS for swindling or awaiting trial

on Bufh charge. == An Austrian countess

\u25a0who Hopfd to London with a steel expert to

Tv*din violation <>t her parents' wishes arrived

her- with her husband on the way to their

California home.
=== Fire insurance under-

writers agreed to reduce rates nn risks in the
new high pressure service territory. _- The

Venezuelan colony here was greatly excited
over the ... in their own country.

DOMESTIC —In an official statement given

oat at the White House. President Roosevelt
told of the plans for his hr.nting trip in Africa

next year and the personnel of the party.
- ------

M E. Miles s«wr***n of the National Manu-

facturers' Association, was th« principal wit-

ness at the tariff hearing before the Ways and

Mean' Committee in Washington. ===== Champ

Ciark. of Missouri, was fleeted minority leader

st a caucus of Democratic members of the

Hou«=e of Representatives. === A friend of the

late "Mr* George Wood, of Philadelphia, much

of whose property was reported to have been
stolen after she died, denied that articles of

value were missing. =The refloated cruiser
Yankee was struck by a tug. which disabled
her air pumps, and the vessel *mk while being

towed to New Bedford. Mass.
=The corn-

ing mil] of the American Powder Company s
plant at ::vnard. Mas?., was demolished b>' an
explosion and two men were lolled. =__ An

apparently insane man. after throwing a lighted

011 stove at h's wife, committed suicide "•\u25a0 Bos-

l
_

Tne sessions of the court martial of
ITrst Lieutenant Edward Gottlieb, at Boston,

came to an end. ===== A feature 01 the conven-
tion of the American Mining Congress, which
adjourned at Pittsburg. was the reading of a

letter from William H. Taft, favoring conserva-
tion of resources and government assistance.

THE WEATHER.— lndications for to-day: In-
creating cloudiness, rain or snow in evening.

east winds. The temperature yesterday: High-

est. 41 degrees; lowest, 17.

FOREIGN
—

Suffra««ttea caused a riot In Al-

ben Hall "where David Lloyd-George attempted

to^iake ar address: many women were chained
to sri?sStss£a u<ed whips against the ushers.

' '
-

eded ""
Stch• - A dispatcn

I ; That the Dutch warships

tne^e ha lorders to captare armed Venezuelan

vessels and that the Geldorland had searched
neveral ships

-
General Simon, at the neaa

of his armVof eight thousand mex^jas^-
comed in Port-au-Prir.ee: '\u25a0*; announced that he

£ou!d abide by the National Assembly's choice
of a PreSient ==Antenor Flrmin. the former

Havt^n insurgent leader arrived at San Juan

wUb sixty followers on his way to Hatl he

wiafasssss
T^ ŝ?r s \u25a0^r:;-.rs™nir£en
r^afixed f>om the first three days of the sale of

Lo"d Vn4"m-.< l,ook; a nthcenwmu-

..port of the c->n-

™"lon
™

an understanding with Jap™ con-

cerning ma.

A FINE FOR NEEDLESS JOLTS.
From The Boston Herald.

Most Jolts and Jars In life are unnecessary
wasteful and more or less disturbing to the public

peace. Sensible economy of life .night to seek the.
elimination of the Jolting for self-interest, not tospeak of regard fur the public In Now York hero-
after transportation companies that subject theirpassengers to Jolts and jars from broken or flat
wheel*. loose trucks or sagging rails, switches orfrogs, win it* liable to a fine not exceeding $500 for
each offence. This is not parental economy for the
railroad companies, nor «yen the protection or th*

' Several danoes figure on the calendar for th*pasner.pr., but to lessen t tut din of city traffto and we«k. On W»dn««day night Mra. I-wls Pm- i^p^fjild ,»-»-•
-—-

81-^s rorU^.h^. S£
era! appUo^Uoß. PwmOlm th* untasn;«M»rr>altoi ;MurM Morris. TMM ww to bs>*« s«u gtr«si kMt

QAS TO THWART SAFE BLOWERS.
From The Pathfinder.

A chemical company has devised a grenade or
glass receptacle, filled with a chemical compound,
as a means of making it Impossible for safe i>low-
«ra to rob a *a/« after breaking it open. It Is an
inoffensive looking article, about two inches in di-
ameter and five inch**, long. Inside of th* exX«rlor
tub* are seven sm&ller ones, each filled with a dif-
ferent chemical. When the dour of the safe is
blown or the sfif« is Jarred heavily th* grenade ex-

?lodes and th* air Is filled with th*deadly fumes.
t la claimed that these fumes, whloh, «o far as

effect is concerned, are not unlike the gases from
the deadly Chinese "stinkpots," are powerful
enough to make breathing impoeaible and to force
all peri»onß near the safe to retreat or be almost
tnotantly suffocated. The giena>les ure made with
a lasting effect of from six "o t*»n hours, depending
upon the Mz<\ an.l are placed (uai back of the
10. lIng mechanism of

A reader of The Tribune writes from London:
"It is evident that some people In your country

believe that military organizations In which a
member must be of a certain religion are all right.
your editorial opinion to the contrary notwith-
standing. The Chronicle,' of this city, tells us
that at Milwaukee a Jewish military company has
been formed, and named 'The Rothschild Guards."

and suggests 'this opens up some new possibilities

of nomenclature,' and then gives tho names of
prominent Jews which miKht figure as prefixes to

organizations In various branches of the services.
In your city you might have the 'ninkeispiel
Sharpshooters.* the "Sullivan Cavalry Cadets' or
the 'Minzesheimer Musketeers.' This and more
will follow the\err.ulatton of the Milwaukee exam-
ple."

A Chicago man who one permitted himself to

be persuaded to back a theatrical company was
seated in his office one day when he received a
telepram from the manager of the show. Th*
troupe was somewhere in Missouri, and the
telegram read thus:

"Train wrecked this morning and oil scenery
and bajjgage destroyed. No member of company
Injured. What BhallIdo?"

The answer sent back by the Chicsgo man wss
as follows:

"Try another wreck and have the company ride
in the baggage car."

—
Chicago Record-Herald.

At a downtown luncheon club a merchant re-
ferred to a letter to the editor of The Tribune
published recently. He said that he also remem-
bered the John Brown execution day. "I was at

Bchool at Albany." he suld. "and at about noon
the, city bells were tolled, and o-ir head teacher.
George I. Brockett. a graduate of Hamilton Col-
lege, stopped in the little talk he was giving us
and said, as nenr as Ican remember, 'Listen!
They are hanging John Brown now. You all
know what for, aiid if any of you do not. let your

part'tits tell you when you go home This is a
sad day for our country

' He spoke a few mo-
ments more, and then, with tears in hts eyes, dis-
missed us. Iwas only a email lad at the time,

but the scene maue a lasting impression on me."

Kinil Parent
—

Now. darling, tell papa all the
things you wish for Christmas.

Little Girl
—

Allright. Iwill;but If11 be quicker
ifIJust teli you the things Idon't want.—Harper's
Weekly.

Some particulars are given In "The British Med-
ical Journal" of a proposal to provide an ocean
sanatorium for tuberculosis. The- suggestion Is to
fit up a calling ship bf about 2,000 tons for not
less than fifty patients, each to be provided with a
large and well ventilated cabin. The deck would
be used for what is commonly called the veranda
treatment. The Intention of the promoters Is that
the ship shall cruise in the neighborhood of the
Canaries, where it will have the advantage of
the trade winds and of an equable climate, while a
port will not be far distant in case of the. onset of
bad weather.

"Pa. what's the difference between a sport and a
bohemian?"

"A sport takes a bath every now and then."—
Cleveland Leader.

The Stato Board of Health of Massachusetts has
Issued a bulletin on cold storage poultry In which
this advice is given to housekeepers: "Inorder to

avoid obtaining water logged and refro»en fowls
the consumer should demand the frozen bird, and
thaw Ithimself. If thawed quickly by Immersion
in a bucket of hot water. It may be eaten with
Impunity and with relish the same day It !« pur-
chased; or, Ifhung overnight at room temperatures

it may be ready for use the day following."

"So you braced up and asked that man to pay
the money he had borrowed?"
"I did," answered the diffident person.
"With what result
"In addition to going without the money Iwas

compelled to apologize.
—

Washington Star.

Drastic laws for the suppression of the stale egg

traffic willbe demanded of the Pennsylvania Legls-
latur3 at its coming session. James Foust, stats
Dairy and Food Comrnisfion»r, has prepared a bill
demanding a long term of Imprisonment, together
witha heavy fine, as the penalty for Hther selling
or buying decayed eggs for use as feed. In con-
Junction with this, legislation will be asked $>
compel the labelling of all cold storage poultry,
game and eggs as cold storage products.

"Whet maxim best exemplifies the secret of finan-
cial success asked the youthful seeker after
knowledge. "Two and two make five." replied th*
great financier who had accumulated his.—Philadel-
phia Record.

THE TALK OF THE DAY.

A grateful welcome is due to the Judicial de-
cision which, if sustained, will protect the city's

land acquisition In the Catskills from the profli-
gacy and extortion which marked that in the

Croton Valley.

IN WASHINGTON SOCIETY.
[From Tha TV.bunx Bureau. 1

Washington. Dec. 6.—The Vice-President and Mrs.
Fairbanks were the guests of honor at a dinner to-

night given by Senator Kean and his mother. Mrs.
John Kean.

Among the hosts entertaining dinner parties to-

night were the Assistant Secretary of State and
Mrs. Bacon, the chief of staff of the army and
Mrs. J. Franklin Bell, who Invited their guests to
meet the Assistant S«-cretary of 'War and Mrs.
Robert Shaw Oliver, and Brigadier General and
Mrs. Henry G. Sharpe.

Colonel Charles S. Bromwrell will continue as mili-
tary aid to the President for the coming social
season, and Commander William S. Sims will be

naval aid. Captain Archibald W. Butt. I". S. A.
will bo chief ail, and will make all Introductions
to Mrs. Roosevelt. The junior aids selected are,
Captain Sherwood A. Cheney, corps of engineers.
Lieutenant Chauncey Shackford, U. S. N.;Captain
Harry R. Lay, U. S. M. C; Lieutenant Hugo W.
Osterhaus, T_\ s. ft.; Lieutenant Gilbert J. Row-
cliff. U. S. N.. and Lieutenant Sesnmes Read.
U. 8. N.

Miss Elizabeth Gilmer Ferguson, daughter of
Colonel T. B. Ferguson, formerly Minister to Swe-
den, was married at St. Mark"s Church at noon
to-day to Dr. Edward Allen Locke, of Boston. The
wedding was simple in detail, there being only two
attendants. Miss Pamhita Hayward, of South Car-
olina, and Dr. Pileston, of Boston. The Rev. l>r.
W. r^. Devries officiated.

AT THE WHITE HOUSE.
[Pro-n Th« Tribune Bureau.

'

the Anaconda copper smelters. .pending an Inveatl

gallon of the operation of gas consumers.
The President discussed Hawaiian needs with

Governor Freer of that territory. ,orm
-
r

The President received Lord Northcote former

Governor General of Australia, who was introduced
by the British Ambassador, Mr. Bryce. ..._,„
EH. O*mun. consul general at Constantinople

tallied with the President about the work h«.la

undertaking at the direction of the State Depar^
ment in developing Interest in American commere.
in Turkey and interesting university students In

thGeTgeU

A Sm^aon of John Henry *»«££.
Mormon apostle, was presented by Senator^

The President Is arranging a moving picture^ex
hlbition of a wolf hunt and '">n«'r '^"^
th* direction of John Abernathy. of Oklahoma, for

%rS2£Tu& arr/etck'Vlde late in the

a ATo°n.n-the White House caller. w.r-Ju.t^
Moody. Justice Harlan. Secretary WrtghtGov

ernor Ho.gatt of Alaska. Governor Chamberla n or

Oregon. Governor Freer of Hawaii J. C 9. Black

burn, isthmian canal commissioner; Senator, Lodge.

Brown. Guggenheim. Warner. Dixon. ££«•££
man. Smoot. Borah. Bourne. Kear,. PIlea. Nixon.

Warren and Milton, Senator-elect Cummins Repre-

aentatlve, Hepburn. Burton, of Delaware: Gardner.
of Massachusetts; Garner. Hull. Moon. «'"*»*\u25a0
Smith, of California Dawson. Brownlow. \u25a0

Madison,

Clark of Florida; Fassett. Sturgls. Lowden, Sner

ley. Pray. Hill. Humphrey. Denby. Richardson^andHughes. General Croxler. Glfford PIneb>£***£
Bekins. of California; J. R. Sheffield, of New York
John Rooney. of Brooklyn; State *"«°*?™
Meyers, of Nebraska; George A. Smith, of .tab.

Solicitor General Hoyt. Special Assistant Attorney

General Llgon Johnson. Nicholas Blelenberg, of

Anaconda; Walter C. Staton. of Anaconda; Robert

Formad and J. K. Haywood. Department of Agri-

culture experts; R. L. Clinton, of Butte. and John

Ryan president of the Anaconda Copper Company.

THE CABINET.
[From The Tribune Bureau. ]

Washington. Dec. S.-The Secretary of State and

Mrs. Root are still entertaining their son1 and

daughter-in-law. Mr. and Mrs. Ed*ax«l *»*\u25a0

Root, who are prolonging their visit until next

Maaal

The Secretary of War and Mrs. Wright expect

their daughter. Mrs. John Humphreys V'atkins^ of

New York, to be their guest for two weeks early In

January.

THE DIPLOMATIC CORPS.
[Prom Th*Tribune Bureau]

Washington, Dec. 6-The British Ambassador
and Mrs. Bryce had their house party augmented

to-day by the arrival of Dr. Bhadwell, of Oxford.
England, who visited them a few weeks ago and

has Just returned from Canada.

Lord and Lady Northcote. who are guests at the

British Embassy, will return to W*a York on

Monday. To-morrow night the ambassador and

Mrs. Bryce will entertain at dinner for their
guests.

The Argentine Minister and Sefiora de Porteia

have moved into their new legation home, at Mas-

sachusetts avenue and 18th street, formerly occu-
pied by the Vice-President and Mra. Fairbanks.

The French third secretary and Viscountess de

Martel entertained at dinner to-night the Austrian

naval attache and Baroness Preuschen yon und

zu Llebensteln, Baron F. Haymerle. Austrian sec-
retary; Mrs. Nicholas Fish. Miss Mary Patten,

Miss Wetmore, the French naval attache and

Mme. de Blanpre. H Beresford-Hope, British at-

tache; W. A. Royaards, Netherlands counsellor,

and Viscount de Chambrun. French secretary.

Major yon IJvonlue. German military attache,

has returned here from a trip to Mexico, to which
country he is also accredited.

Evan the tastes of the same person change from

time to time In an inexplicable manner. Th«

wisest plan, then, seems to be for every Intelli-

gent-person to find out for himself what agrees

with him best and so far as is feasible to be a
iaw unto himself. It is to be feared that the

only ills which result from dietary mistakes do

not come from overeating. There l«*nec««ltF
for guarding against the excesses of abstinence

as well.

About People and Social Incident*

The various Haytlan^ leaders, claimants and

candidates are now flocking to that unhappy re-

public like so many vultures to a carcass, each

witb flowery rhetoric and an Itching palm, each

proclaiming to the world that he alone Is the

supreme and spontaneous choice of the free and
independent electors of the island, and each with

an eye single to the loot. The one strong and

honest ruler of the land haa fallen, and after

him the orgy.

"The Commoner," of Lincoln, Neb. is still
engaged in "solving the mystery of 1908

"
After

all the solutions are !n we fear that there will
still be a pall of mystification overhanging tha

sanctum.

Forty miles of trolley lines put out of commia-

slon and ten thousand men in danger of idleness

is the latest bulletin of drouth news from West-

ern Pennsylvania. On the whole. Governor
Guild of Massachusetts is probably not a bit too

strenuous in his characterization of the worse

than fatuous policy which has stubbornly re-

fused to make provision for forest reservations

for the regulation of streams and conservation
of the water supply.

Th« splendid ferry terminals which are now

being erected on both sides of the North River

are an indication that not quite all the traffic

from New Jersey to New York willpass through

the tunnels.

The story that Mr. Caatro has got away with

$60 000,000 is credible enough so far as he but

not so far a« Venesuela Is concerned. He la

doubtless thrifty enough to save that amount

out of his modeat ealary. Ifit were there to be

saved- but that Venezuela haa produced any

such amount ina form available for his convey-

ance is scarcely to be believed.

NEW YORK SOCIETY.

Saturday next Is the day set for the wedding of
the Hon. Reginald Walsh. M. V. CX, and Lady
Margaret Pougtas-Home at the UlraeL th* an-
costr&l oasrtl* of her father, the Bart of Home, In
Berwickshire, Scotland. Raginald Walsh, a yoaog-
er brother of Lord Ormathwaite. Is British Consul
here, a member of the Calumet, th* Baltusrol and
of other New Tork and suburban club*, and will
sail for this city with his bride almost Immediately
after his wedding, to make his home with Lady
Margaret In New Tork. They are due here on
December 24.

Exceptionally large is the number of weddings
that are slated for December. Among them Is
that of Miss Mary Mason Hasell and George Bor-
wick, son of Sir Robert and Lady Ban of
Bden Lacy. Cumberland, and of Berkeley Square.
London, who have com* over from England and
are staying at the Hotel Gotham. The marriage
takes place to-morrow afternoon In Grace Church.
which will be crowded. The ceremony will be fol-
lowed by a reception at the Colony Club, given,
not by Mr. and Mrs. Lewis Cruger Hasell, the
parents of the bride, but by her aunt. Mrs. Will-
iam E. Iselin. who lias issued a large number of
Invitations. Geoffrey Borwick willbe bis brother's
best man, and the ushers will Include Oliver and
William O'Donnell Iselin. Arthur Mason Jones.
Stephen Van Rensselaer, Robert L.Fowler. Charles
Stewart Butler, Morris D. Ferris and CyrilStephen-
son. Miss Helen Coster, Miss Agnea G. Landon,
Miss Laura Emmet, Miss Frances Dickey, Miss
Alice Cruger Hasell, Miss Helen Le Roy Miller
and MIMKatherine L. Hamersley. only daughter
of th* late Mr. and Mrs. J. Hooker Hamersley.
will be Inattendance on the bride. Th* ceremony
will be performed by the Rev. Dr. William R.
Huntlnrton. rector of Grace Church.

With Christmas a littlemore than a fortnight off.
New York Is Just at present given up 10 festivity,
and presents a very cheery spectacle both by day
and by night. Hospitality reigns supreme, and so-ciety's time and attention arc absorbed by Christ-
mas shopping and by giving or attending enter-
tainments. Its programme is becoming more and
more crowded. Yesterday afternoon, for instance.
there were at least a dozen receptions for the
dabut of young women who are coming out this
•winter; and the chimes of wedding bells by day
blend with the strains of the music of the many
dances that are being given In the evening.

PENNSYLVANIA NEARLY OUT OF DEB*
From The Philadelphia Inquirer.

According to tho report of the Slaalna"
'"—
I

Commissioners, the dtats of Ponnsylvania /•**.
net debt of only $47,000. To be precis*, the £?\u25a0****
are $47,085 91. _».

There Is a gross debt 0/ *2,*39.«7. bt»t tie *>\u25a0_

%5 -*nd Is r*f 22
*

1> »* v out '•!ejtlJUaa» m

SOUTH AND THE DEMOCRATIC \u25a0A"TV.
From The Charleston News and Courl»r.

Has It occurred to our friend* la the South »*•
are making such a stir about the failure of _«*
i>>»rT»«' •

party In recent years how mnafe taw
nave hail to do in fact with this failure? Take t"-»
last four rresldential elections, for f\;»r;".r;e. w
1h<- Souf!:<'in Dvrrsocrao less '.-espor.slbii* for ta*
rallure^ wttlch have atteiHted the party ooateaw
than their Northern confederates? It seenia tJ y
that t: .• first thins thrt South oujcht to try t-> •!\u25a0>*"
to s&vb itself fn.tn itself. We would have sal c*
a sorry condition. Indeed, during all th<> year *
our material uplift if it ha<l not be«n for ««-
political friends on th* other sliia of tba old •"
ilonal line.

Mrs. Colin Macrae IngersoU ir.rrtvTucrd t*
daughter. Miss Theresa V. ile If.Ir.trrrson. at » re-
ception which she gay»- yesterday afternoon at S"
home in East 70th str.-.»t. In the r»-r:virs ?•*&
were Miss Margaret Winslow. Miss t'orceiia !*»•
don. Miss Marjorle Gould. Miss Evelyn Wltierbw
and Miss Estelle Crosby. Mra. FcoN?rt Hig-r S3*
Miss McAllister were at the tea table. -.a recep-
tion was f« BaaMi by a dinner, to which a f<nr ts«
wen» invited.

Mrs. tiilbert Oolgata tnrr«|l-. her dau«i«*
Miss Elizabeth Morse Colcata. at her horse in tV»*
76th rtreet yesterday aftomoon. Receivis^ wits
the debutant* were Miss Dorothy Freeman. MS*
Joanna Auchincloaa, Miss Elinor L*» and ot>s»
The reception was followed by a dinner ami <\u25a0«•>

On account of th» daaQi ot Mm Clirtson"! aoA>
•r. Kra. Ashton Oroaby darlcson wd not laUu*H*
h«- daocht«r, Miss Harriet A. CUrtova. *\u25a0
month.

Another debutant* reception of y^ster-iar 1-*
that given by Mrs. William AjtioOt Hazard for
her daughter. Miss Jess!» A. Hazard, at her too»
In East tJOlh street. Assisting the «i**butar.t« is

•
ceiving were Miss Leonie Alexandre. Mis? Flcr«a«
Burton, Miss Dorothy Hayden, Miss EmilyP0K8&
Miss Cornelia Hoyt. Miss Benjamin ard M:ss -*+
trud« Slocutn.

Miss Elizabeth Hare Powel mad* her debut at
a reception which her mother. Mrs. Robert J. Hsf»
Powel, gave for her at the Hotel Gotham. la \u25a0
receiving party were Miss Joan Whitrldg*. Mis*
Janet Kissel. Ma Beatrice and Miss KaJharla*
McCook, Miss Anna Robinson, iltss Bessla *3*
Miss Edith Hewitt. Miss Eleanor Lin.liey. Mls»
Mar)- Sturgls and Miss Estelle Crosby. Mr*.X
Kennedy Tod received with Mrs. Powel.

Mrs. Frank V. Burton gave a reception vested
day afternoun at her h.->me. in East f<sth ytreft. \u25a0
Introduce her daughter. Miss Catharine Sayr»

Burton. The debutante was assisted in rt^celviaj
by her sister. Miss Burton; Miss Julia Ijcoisis.

Miss May Weatherbee. 'Miss E*ii:h Brocks, iliss
Florence Burton, a cousin: Mi?s Rosalie P.omeyi

Miss Helen Peck, Miss Louise I-Y^err-an azii Miss
Dorothy Kuxton. Mrs. BlrilsHye. Btakerrian Lewis
and Mrs. John A. Logan, jr.. were at the tea tab!*.
The reception was followed by a dinner.

Mr.an- Mrs. Cleveland H. Dod~e and Miss Eiizs-
beth Dodge leave town for Washington to-morro*.

Mrs. David Thompson has Issued invitat!cns for »
dinner at her house In East 73th street on Wednes-
day next in honor of Sir Robert and Lady BorwicX
who are InNew Tork for the weddinar of their sea
and Miss Mary Mason Hasefl to-morrow In Qraea
Church.

Mr. and Mr>, Wl'iam I *»

returned rrotn S*(

Mr. and Mrs. T. Shaw Safe sailed y*nterd3y for
England on the Cedrio.

Miss Geraldlne Farrar. court • .-----.
Emperor and Empress of Germany: Eml! 9az<-r aa4
Victor Herbert and h!s hestra figure on •?»•\u25a0»-
gramme of the first of Albert Morris Bagby*s on-
slcals. which takes place to-morrow, soon aftsr TX
o'clock, at the Waldorf-Astoria.

Countess Massiglla, wife of v
-

Italian Con«l
General, has Issued cards for a reception at t!i»
"Waldorf-Astoria on Saturday afternoon. Decemtw
19, to meet Professor Ferrero, th* eminent Itallaa
historian, and Mme. Ferrero. daughter of Pnfasscr
I^ombroso; who are t.-» spend a portion of this week
at the White House as the guests of ths Presides:
and Mrs. Roosevelt. Countess Ma&sislla. rec*nt!y

returned to New Tork from Italy, and is agsia
spending the winter with the count at No. 10 V."««t
30th street.

Still another engagement announced la tiat a
James McVlckar. grandson of the lat» E. 3. JaAar
and son of Mrs. Herman P. Tappe by her Trst tas-
band, the late James McVlckar. and Mrs. Jote
Homer, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Isaac HEczw
sen. of Baltimore, sister of Mrs. Smith HolUaa 3l>
Kirn, and who obtained a divorce from Jots He^
ncr some dm* ago. The wedding will take plan
on January 4 at the Plaza, wh^re Mrs. Koraer Is
spending the winter with her sister, Mrs, McKfca.

Mrs. Frederic J. de Peyster's house in East Ma
street will be the scene of a sale !n t^.alf of0»
Seamen's Benefit Society on Wf-Inesdav afterrooa
:.^.xt. Mrs. Alfred '.Va^stan' and Miss -<;=ssland
willassist Mrs. D* P^>!=ter. and among the offleaß
and merrbera of the society who will taka part in
the affair willbe Mrs. O. A. I-uns. Mtss Katharte*
Leverich. Mtea Augusta T)» Peystpr. Mrs. Worxitiurr
G. Langdon, Mrs. Herbert L. Satterlee, Mrs. Ed-
mund L. Baylies, Mrs. Thomas Newbold &r.iMra,

Grenvill© Winthrop.

Another entertainment of the same nar>ir» wICh
the vaudeville and Christmas bazaar at Sherry"! ea
Saturday next for th« benefit of the Maternity Ha».
pltal. It Is to begin at M o'clock In the moraaj

an« last until 10 in t- evening, and wU! !ncirf»»
Punch and Judy show and other features. Ttsm
taking part willbe Mrs. William Barclay Parsca
Mrs. Theodore Douglas Robinson. Mrs. W. Piers,

Hamilton. Miss Nora Iselln. Mrs. J. Gordon Dot*
las. Mrs. Charles 0»Bll>. Mrs Arthur Isetta \u25a0§

Mrs. Arthur Scott Burden.

Another engagement Is that of M!ss KatHaf^
ToaJtum. elder daughter of Mr. and Mrs. B»-«anaa
F. Toakum. of East 67th street, to PattlCag Tm.
dick, son of Mrs Charles A. CT-.ild* by a form«
marrla?-, grandson of the late Balnbrtd*» 8. Oartj

and a graduate of Harvard, class of '05.

Charitable entertainments, as usual at this 111^
of the year. com* in for a considerable shart 4
attention by society. Thus on Wednesday a&«w
noon Mrs. E. H. Harrlman. Mrs. H*r.rrParish. »,
Mrs. Richard and Mrs. Stanley Mortimer. Mr*.a.
Van Rensselaer Kennedy. Mra. Frederick Eiisy,
Mrs. Moses Taylor Campbell and a numr«- of til
debutantes of th- winter will held a *>\u25a0 sal* c
Sherry's In behalf of the Home for Convalescst
Babies at Seacllff. The dolls Inalmost every em
have be*»n dressed by the women Interested la tiu
organization, assisted and advised by several of a»
leading modistes of New York, an.l willccajOs,

exhibitions of the most up-to-dat« fashion.

Announcement Is rciad* of th« «o»a»«in«3t 4
Mies Antoinette Hewitt, third '**««'»«*•'• of Mr.an
Mrs. Robert Hewitt, to Jarr;** E. Ea<!a Surltzar. «
Chicago, a grandson of the lat» Captain =:a<la. of
New Orleans Jetties fame. James Swltzer iru
graduated from Harvard fire y»ar» ago. AaM«|
the sisters of his tlav are Mrs. Robert A. Bew»a
and Mrs. E. BailntillJaffray.

winter, but was pestpori-fi on acetnint of Mi*,2fe».
rls'B Illness. On Friday Mr«. Henry c. Rss-
gives a dane« at Sherry's for the <14but «f fcv
daughter. Miss Laura Eir.met. while Mrs. WQj^
Edgar Shepherd has one on the cair.« ev*alr.» «i
house In Ea»t 63 th street for the coming oat of k«
daughter. Mfeß Maud* r;wyr-Ti«» Shepherd, a nta,,

of Mrs. Vanderbllt. On Saturday the *tux^
Evening Dancing Class, th* oldest oryar.lzatlca <
Its kind InNew Tork. taTtas "en founded aSao»t
a quarter of a crntury a<?o *» Mrs. J. Ph'.::r> 3*^
will give Its *'" " of the "***»<
Delmonlco's. und^r the .llrectlon of Mrs. Charles a.
HunttaStoa Mrs. Fr^derlcVc W. tThltzldn ha« \u0084
afternoon musical on Tuesday at her hou*» to Bmc
lltn street, axil on V.Xin-sday Mrs. J. F. A.C3«^
\u25a0tvM a reception with mtistc at her house la E^
38th street, on which occa.-ctrt M!ss Joae^hlae I^.
Cullough. a new dramatic soprano, will maSts tm
debut.
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THE XEWS THIS UORSIXG

SPEAKER CAJrWOW O.V THE RILES.

Speaker Cannon's reply to criticisms of the

methods according to which tiie business of the

House of Representatives is now conducted

misses the real point at issue. The Speaker de-

fends the Committee on Rules and says that it

performs an absolutely necessary function. He

denies that it Is an arbitrary body, with un-

reasonable power, and says truly that it facili-

tates business and helps to giv« tree expression

to the will of the majority. T%e Tribune has

always believed that the enlargement of the

powers of the Committee on Rules which fol-

lowed the Reed reforms in IS9O was highly de-

sirable. In a legislative body as large as the
House of Representatives there ought to be
some central guiding authority, responsible to

the House and acting ns the agent of the ma-
jority in framing a legislative programme. The
spirit of anarchy, which so often plagued the

House before 1890, could be repressed only by

the firm assertion through such an agency of

the right of the majority to decide what busi-

ness it wished to consider and how much time

should be given to considering it.

Nobody, we take it, wants to shear tee Com-
mittee on Ri:les of its present parliamentary

authority. The critics of the present system

merely want to see that committee strength-

ened 'in moral authority by being made more
representative. At present it Is the agent of

the Speaker rather than of the House, since

the Sneaker names all its members, and their in-

te-est lies in sustaining him and his policies

rather than in reflecting the general sentiment

of the body. The Speaker. Instead of being sim-
ply the presiding officer of the House, enjoys

through his rights to make all committee ap-

pointments and to give or deny recognition on

the floor a practical political as well :is par-
liamentary dictatorship. His consent is indis-
pensable to legislation, and the Rules Com-

mittee, composed of his lieutenants, executes

his will, because it owes everything to him and
nothing tc the members generally who have

divested themselves of nil direct responsibility

for the conduct of business.
We think that a direct choice by the House of

all its committees would restore a much needed
sense of individuality and responsibility. T'nder
the present system government originates from
the top. Ifthe committees were nnmed by the

members themselves the laws of open competi-

tion would again apply and meml>ers would be

encouraged to depend on themselves for recog-

nition and advancement. The overeoncentration
of power In the Speaker's hands ha? reduced
the average Representative to \u25a0 mere cog In a

machine. He has ceased to think and act for
himself, and his constituency suffers because It

has ceased to count for anything in legislation.

A freer career for talent, energy and Industry

Is what the House needs to make It an abler
and more truly representative body.

questions relate to the responsibility of neutrals
for merchant ships which may be fitted up as

warships immediately after leaving their ports,

and to the coaling privileges of belligerents in

neutral ports. On all these there are radical
differences which eeem to exist chiefly on polit-

ical or diplomatic lines, America, Great Britain,

France and Japan being generally on one side

and Germany and other powers of Continental
Europe being on the other. Despite these dif-
ferences, however, there Is ground for hoping

that ultimate agreement will be reached on

most of these questions in a way which will
1* satisfactory to and be ratified by the goven.-

inents concerned. Such an agreement would, of
course, not prevent war, but itwould materially

lessen the evils of war to neutral powers, and

would decrease the danger of Involving neu-
tral powers in unfriendly disputes and possibly
belligerent complications.

Owing to the illness of young George Weatlne-
tiouae, there has been a still further postponement
of hta marriage with Miss Evelyn Violet Brock!«>-
bank. which was to have taken place on Saturday
week In the parish church of Irton, Cumberland,
where the father of the bride. Sir Thorna* Ilrockle-
bank. ha« his country seat, known as Irton Hail.
Mr. and" Mrs. Westlnaiiouse, who were to have
soiled last Wednesday for BnKUuid to attend the. ceremony, have delayed their departure.

THE NAVAL COXGUESS.

The work which the last congress at The
Hague was unable t,» dv is being undertaken in
London. An official con ferem-e of the chief

naval powers of the world met there last week,

ami willcontinue in session for some weeks to

roxn<\ to consider and ifpossible to agree i.j'o-i

« , ««!f- of lvsul.-Miuiss f<T naval warfare. For
this the:* nre bbvlocsly both need and oppor-
tunity. The Declaration of Paiis has been in

partial force for more than half a century and
has been of Bach value. But while it is not

obsolete it is Heriously incomplete. It needs
important additions, to apply to the greatly

changed conditions of naval warfare and to

comport with the advance which has been made
in other departments of international law.

According to the Declaration of Paris, the flag

covers the poods. Thai far, however, the flag

has not ast« taken on faith, but belligerents

have insisted upon the right to search neutral
ships to detect contraband. Whether that

right Ehall be maintained, or shall be relin-
quished and all vessels under neutral flags shall

be permitted to go without scrutiny, la eon-

epicuous among the questions to be considered
and if possible decided by this conference.
As the J^ole object of continued search would
V to detect and confiscate contraband goods,

an alternative or perhaps complementary
—

proposal is that the ml? of contraband "hall be
•Itoltebed and train.- !nall goods than be freely

permitted. On these two jx.hits there lire

marked peaces of opinion. Only one power
is caid to be in Savor of continuing the right of
search, while some favor entire abolition of
contraband, some would limit contraband to

actual munitions of war and some would leave
belligerents, as at present, free to prescribe any
lists of contraband they please.

Questions of blockade also arise. Some would
make Itlawful to seize blockade runners any-

where and at any time, while others wouldper-
mit such seizure to be made only In the act
of attempting to run the blockade and only by

«M of th* blockading squadron. Still other

6


