
Before Selecting Them Study (ho

Rooms and Furnishings.
"It is taste, not price, that count, h.

-
li.taiaiwa paper." .aid a woman who has charge^!

wall pap-.- department of one of th* best k™!firm* of Interior decorators in New Tork. -p-^T^
have a war of locking Interesting to the ».-,Tv?
Ed store, bnt of going to piece, m the hou**. iT,
the house effects that count. Befor- «•-..'....

'•
per* one should study the house BOttaTtaTZ P*"
In wh«ch the sun Is bright. a : f

take from th* cheerfulness «f tt?£sl™2 °,l
can increase or reduce It., appare* °'<* U
exercise a wonderful Influence bii- a v

Ca*
urea and furniture by makin*

Drac- pict'

appropriate or out of place aPl
"

ar elthe »
'\u25a0Stripes running up and down Jncr«M.*parent height of a room, whni ;*„**••™ 2*across tend to reduce the height. StMn^ ""\u25a0*\u25a0•

should be avoided near the S^SSj^S
all-over patterns on a small scale, arjt?^?awkward angles and patches. Do not har./a^paper Ina northern exposure. A3 tt wfflSaY"!room look cold. Dark paper, always |£ITJSlight papers increase the apparent <vi c

,HoSAll dark red. ana »om- dark green,. browaTSpur ŝ «eem tf> «»t up the light. Yellow
sorbed. blue greatly darkened by gaslight

%b"
"Because r.< their excellent Qualities a, b*ck,grounds and their inherent KnM of repose. ,*

tone pattern* printed la several shades of t,s^!lcolor form the safest all-round papera to

printed on
under all conditions. A greea pa^i

printed on a whit* ground, wita tha add-'loi «.many tones of green, i,about the deelraj!
combination for general purposes. Ih.lv

-
ftmSwUvariations of this style, green on whit- for har^".In the homes of acme of our wealthiest V-i"™

particular customers. They feel that rat* Da4Sare invested with the rare quality of space a7V<£as repose. As a r.e, larg* patterns look he*
**

large rooms and small patterns on anal] -00-a.
\u25a0

"For a large room, where the wall is ™ _
with architectural features in such a wa-' A Tl
leave little wall space anywhere, about t&a „-£
thing left for the decorator is to hang a natlZ?paper. either lively or quiet incolor and artlv.2drawing. For such a room Iusually recocxre-vipatterns with circular or curving design Fo- *
miscellaneous collection of furnitur- picnWPhotographs, drawings, souvenirs and kßlrk-taaakithe best selection is a mottled green papir S.^a paper makes the safest background In the aT«age house. «"«••

WOVEN FABRICS POPULAR.
"Burlap canvas Is a wall covering that st-k-,distinctive note. The cost is 10 cenSyard, which makes It more expensive .'T*'*good wall paper and less than ma^y other" Tlprobably the best medium for the persor.v

sion of the one who is planning tS ESIt costs more to handle, the wall r^ti!rt-g^!
treatment, when well hun? It will staS aSany wear and tear. Ihave often ha*T £?£off with a weak solution of acid with etc wresults. Its rough, open w*ave w'll t,L *

!any kind, opaqU*or transparent Itw^S?
°*

of the numerous patent flilers. so SaTSe^Scan be readily changed and adjusted %^of finish, roush or smooth. Th*r- is
—

7, \u25a0„'*^!
eel™/

StyleS °f deC°
ratlOn *« To?*

"B-sides burlap there is an atmost e-We-w mllection ot woven fabrics, mixture or
cotton and some other mixtures v-rv valuable,*
that they form a background of pw^ar^L?
rich and mel!ow. m mcst n

,tbe^S^Schemical action of the dyes £?SEa£!terest. Strands of jut, n take
»

little more readily than those cf Un.n or" £££and so give a curious mottled effect that is &-£.larly pleasing and in no way set or BpfcTtonnes, dimities, tapestries and a long l'<-«Ttwoven stuffs for walls are to be had fa eTe?imaginable shade and design. Many pero£ %•means contend that it Is more healthful and data!ly to cover all walls with these, closely wove*materials, hung in such a manner that they caabe readily removed and cleaned. Be that as itmay. for general effectiveness th« wall paper- ofto-day are far ahead of the tapestries
"Just at present there is great demand for wf-sborders, crown effects and frieze patterns. Theyare as a rule very costly and not easy to -.anaaWin spite of their beauty. They aean to eat up t5«wall space, and frequently tend to maks a rocnj

look topheavy. No on under sixteen feet high
can stand both a frieze and a wainscot, mloften have to fight to keep people from buying
such papers. They claim that they ar» fashionableand that their furniture Is just the rightkind.

"The advice of salesmen is nor always of vafcja.
How can It be. when they ha-.

-
never seen V>a

house, the furniture and th© pictures to bo com-
bined with the wall covering they are called on to
select? Where, a person can't depend on £er o-nx
taste, and wishes to get advice from t.X.<»K.<» p#*opl»
in the stores, «he should draw a rough plan of
the house, the amount of sunlight !n each room,
the reflected light and its color. The siza andshape of the rooms and the style ar.d color of the
furniture— of these points should be taken Into
consideration."

WALL COVERINGS

Dwelling in 5Sd Street, Xear Fifth
Avenue.

Henry D. Winans
* May have sold Wo. M West

KM street, a four story high-stoop brownstone.
dwelling house. 27J.6 feet wept of Fifth avenue Tt

is on a lot 27.fixW0.4 feet. This house has a larg«

dining room and bedroom extension, with special

light advantages to the east and south. The buyer

will occupy it. Mrs Clara M* Morse and Mrs.

Sarah M. Ludlam were the sellers.

MODERN HOUSE SOLD.

"Ekstromer got into his difficulty with the State
Department in Washington through championing

the cause of E. G. .Lewis, of the Lewis Publishing
Company, of St Louis, which had come into con-
flict with the Postofflce Department when George

B. Cortelyou was Postmaster General. Ekstromer
went to Washington to see President Roosevelt
early in April.IS*IC. to make a personal plea to him,

but was informed by the President's private secre-
tary, Mr. Loeb, that the President would not see

him on that matter, and he was advised to put In

writing whatever he might desire to lav before

Mr. Roosevelt.
The letter which cost him his exequatur re-

sulted. In it Ekßtromer wrote to the President
that he was a Swede of noble birth and had given

up his patent of nobility to come to America be-

cause he believed this to be a country of per-

sonal freedom. In Sweden, he went on to say.

even a peasant might see the King. Therefore he
wrote, he considered the President's action in re-
fusing to pee him as un-American and unjust.

The letter made Ekstromer diplomatically persona
non gratl. and the State Department revoked his

cX
Mr

Ua
Ekstromer again visited Washington, and

after a conference with A. Eke-gren. Swedish
Charge d'Affaires, wrote an apology to President

Roosevelt This was left with Acting Secretary

Bacon at th- State Department, together with

other documents bearing on the case. Meanwhile

Herman yon Lagercrantz became Minister of

Sweden to the United States, and he was informed
that the exequatur would be reissued to Ekstromer
if the Swedish government wo:ild so request. Mr.
Lagercrantz transmitted the case to Stockholm,

with the ultimate result that Ekstromer was re-
stored to office.

Swedish Vice-Consul at St. Louis
Clashed uith President.

St. Louis. Dec. 7. -Charles A. A.El;s/romer. Swed-
ish Vice-consul In St. Louis, committed suicide by

drinking prusslc acid at' his home. No. 1244 Good-
fellow avenue, to-day. Mr. Ekstromer came into

public notice somo time ago through a contro-
versy with federal officials, which resulted in the

revocation of his exequatur hy President Roosevelt.
Later be was reinstated in the good graces of the

administration and resumed his official duties here.

Ekatroraer was short in his accounts as manager

of the St. Lonla office of the West Disinfectant
Company, according to a statement made to-day

by Emil Taussig, president of the company.

The statement by Emil Taussig was made to a
correspondent of "The St. Louis Republic." who

saw him at his home in New York, regarding the

suicide of the St. Louis representative of the firm.

"We are satisfied that there is a shortage.
" said

Mr. Taussig. "but Ido not care to say how large it
is. Expert accountants have been going over the

books in our St. Louis office."
Members of the Bkstromer famllv denied to-

night that Mr Ekstromer had been In any finan-

cial difficulty.

EKSTROMER A SUICIDE.

The case has attracted the attention of two con-
tinents, testimony having been taken tn France.
England, Virginia, the District of Columbia, West
Virginia, Ohio. Pennsylvania, Massachusetts and

New York. It is expected that an appeal will be

taken and that the Supreme Court of the United
States will finally pass upon the title to the fortune.

New Orleans. Dec. 7.-Mrs. Florence Maybrick.

who is in New Orleans, was told this afternoon of

the decision of the Richmond (Va.) Chancery court

in her favor. She expressed her gratification, but

said she presumed the case wouid be appealed, and

H mightbe a little too early to "indulge In expres-

sions of delight."

Deeds to 2,500,000 Acres Set Aside
—To Appeal Case.

Richmond. Va.. Dec. 7-The case of Mrs. Florence

Maybrlck and her mother. Baroness yon Rogue.

of New York. Involving title to land said to be

worth about $2,500,000. was decid.d in their favor

in the Chancery Court here to-day

Under the decree deed* conveying 2.500.000 acres

of land in Virginia. West Virginia and Kentucky

to D. W. Armstrong, of New York, former counsel
for Mrs. Maybrlck and her mother, are set aside,

and Armstrong is ordered to give an accounting

of all lands and money handled by him while at-
torney for them. They inherited the land from rhe

first husband of the baroness, and employed Arm-
strong to obtain a deed to the land shortly after

the death of Mrs. Maybrick's husband, for which
she served a term In British prisons, her Imprison-

ment furnishing a famous International episode.

Mr. A:#strong, they charged, sold one tract of

land to a company in Kentucky for J85.000, after

which he is fcaid to have represented that the

whole property of 2,500,000 acres was worth oniy

$10,000, and to have bought it himself at that price.

after receiving $85,000 for a single tract, which was
only one-thirtieth of the whole property.

The suit has been pending ten years. Samuel V.

Hayden. attorney for Mrs. Maybrick and the
baroness, claimed that the deed was Invalid because

Mrs. Maybrick was in such a frame of mind as to

make her irresponsible when the deed was exe-
cuted.

LAWYER MUST ACCOUNT.

MAYBRICK SUIT WON

Art Exhibitions and Sales.

Miss Aldrich is the chairman of the committee

of management. Some other members of the com-
mittee are Mrs. C. C. Stillman. Mrs. J. Leslie

Shear. Mrs. J. H. Robinson. Miss Eva McAdoo. C.
E. Pellen and J. William Fosdlrk.

HANDICRAFTS SALE.
Miss Mary T,. AMrk* will ho.d a sale of hand-

made laces and handwoven rugs and textiles at

her apartment. No. 131 East 66th street, or, Wednes-
day and Thursday, from 2 until 7. These articles,

whi^h Include neckwear of unique design, card-
cases, opera bags and baby caps in Irish crochet
and filet, tea cloths, lingerie pillows, washabla
rugs and table covers and hangings of large weave
and charming colorings, are made by the Handi-
craft School of Greenwich House, which waa start-
ed about three years ago. through the Influence of

Miss Cornelia Harriman, now Mrs. Robert L»
Gerry.

The committee of arrangements consists of Mrt.
FrederU k H. Wing, chairman; Mrs Walter Burntt
Moore. Mrs. John S. McKay. Mrs. famden C. Dike.

Mrs. Franklin W. Hooper. Mrs. Charles S. Shepard.

Mrs. A. Augustus Healy. Mrs. Alfred F Wise. Mrs.

I. Sherwood Coffin. Mrs. Frederic W. Hinrlchs,

Mrs. George A. Allln and Mrs. Charles C. Knowl-

ton.

ITS FORTIETH ANNIVERSARY.
The fortieth anniversary of the Brooklyn Wom-

an's Club comes this year. The club was organ-

ized in 18«8, by the direct efforts of Mrs. Anna C

Field. As the senior club of Brooklyn and one
of U c two pioneer women's clubs of the country.

it his decided to commemorate the forty years of

its existence by piving a reception on the after-

noon of New Year's Day. in the banquet hall of
the new Academy of Mnalo of Brooklyn. Each

: Will be prlvl!e(?e,l to invite guests, and the
Club wIH have a large list of guests, which will in-

dude many literary and other well known r^Ple
from the various boroughs.

Sell for 46 Cents at Wholesale— of Hens,

Say Dealers.
Eggs are hlgh^ and going higher. Forty-six cents

a dozen Is the wholesale price to-day, and It may
jump to more than 50 cents In a few days, as It
jumped from 42 cent: since last week. Retail prices
depend on the neighborhood. Every grocer gets as
large a profit as he can. and some districts will
Ptand for more than others. But Itmay be taken

for granted that "strict]. fresh" eggs offered for

les3 than 48 cents a dozen said goodby to the parent

nest some time ago.

Never before were eggs so high at this tlrrvr of

the year, and dealers declare that ItIs the fault of
the hen "There's no corner in fresh eggs." said

one. "You can't corner fresh eggs, for by the time
you got them cornered they wouldn't be fresh.

The hens aren't doing their duty, that's all." .
Yet it isn't the fault of the hen really

—
It Is the

fault of the skies, which refused rain. People may

not think that the lowly hen suffers from an

absence of water and grass, but the fact is that
a drouth causes a shortage of eggs, just as It does
a shortage of milk. And at the present moment all

Western hens are further discouraged by the cold
•wave out there.

The only way to make eggs low Is to stop eating

them. If the demand continues, they will surely

go up:
I

"
\u25a0

—
\u25a0

• "

EGG PRICES SOAR.

While Opposed to Suffrage Society

Believes in Woman's Progress.
The New York State Association Opposed to

Woman Suffrage held Ma annual meeting In its new

offices In the Engineering Societies Building. No.

29 West 39th street, yesterday afternoon. Tne

president. Mrs. Francis M. Scott, presided, and was

re-elected to that office, with Mrs. Arthur M. Dodge.

Mrs. Ellhu Root and Mrs. Richard Watson Gilder

as vice-presidents. Mrs. Francis Bangs and Mrs.

George Phillips were re-elected treasurer and sec-

retary, and Miss Alice Hill Chlttenden. Mrs. John

A. Church. Mrs. Barclay Hazard. Mrs. Otto Killan!

and Mrs. William Force Scott were chosen to th«

executive committee.
Among the events of the year a* reported by the

secretary. Mrs. Phillips, have been the opening of

the office, the starting of the "Anti-Suffragist." a
quarterly paper, by the Albany auxiliary,and the

holding of special meetings in Buffalo, Albany.

Brooklyn and the Colony Club. But the chief en-

deaver has been, and will continue to be. legisla-

tive work.
In summing vf> the position of the association In

regard to the vote. Mrs. Phillips said:
"The seekers after the suffrage cannot separate

from the right they desire to acquire the duties in-
separable from Jury duty, office holdingand at-

tendance at primaries and conventions, where poli-

cies are determined and candidates are chosen.

These matters are confirmed but not arranged at

the polls, and these affairs, where participated in
by women, must surely be disruptive of everything

pertaining to home life."
With the idea of showing that women who do not

want to vote are not necessarily opposed to wom-

an's progress, the association has prepared some bio-
graphical paragraphs about its leaders. Mrs. Scott,

the president, is interested in the Bellevue Training

School for Nurses. Mrs. Klllani. a daughter of Bay-

ard Taylor, Is one of the founders of the Home for

German Governesses. Mrs. Alfred Meyer, better

known as Mrs. Annie Nathan Meyer, was one of

the founders of Barnard College, and has been one
of the trustees of the college ever since. Mrs.

Charles H. Denlson is an ex-president of -the Gen-

eral Federation of Women's Clubs. Mrs. Dodge is
president of the Federation of Day Nurseries. Mrs.

Rossiter Johnson is a member of the People's Uni-
versity Extension Society, of which Dr. Johnson is
president. Mrs. Cornelius K. Agnew Is one of the
only three women who have ever been on the Board

of Education of New York City. Mrs. Francis
P. Kinnlcutt was the assistant of the late Colonel
Waring in his street cleaning campaign, and Mrs.
Schuyler Van Rensselaer was the first president of

the Public Education Association.

"ANTIS" HOLD MEETLXG

Charles J. Dodd Appointed to Succeed the

Late Justice Dowling, of Municipal Court.
Senator Mcfarren won a jmint yesterday when

Mayor MKlellan appointed Charles J. Dodd to

eucc-eed the late Justice Dow'.inK. of the Municipal

Count. Mr. I>cdd acted as counsel for the Kings
County Democratic leader in the latter's light
apairfit William R. McGuire, Insurgent leader In

the ?th Assembly District. \u25a0-:.- took an active part

In the primaries and has always been a McCarren
tj-mpsth'zer.

An attemrt will be made oust the two clerks
who served !n Justice Dcwltn**r's court at a salary

of \u0084-.\u25a0\u25a0 has two men he would like to

have appointed.
Mr.Dodd was born in Brooklyn thirty-six years

&g-c. and has always lived in that borough. He
was graduated from the New York Law School in

IS»7. He was elected to the Assembly in 1&01 and
\u25a0feerved or.c term.

LivroiiTRAFFIC IXQUIRV.

That Coat
Collar Can Be
Cleaned—

rendered absolutely free from the accu-
mulation of dust and oil from the hair.
You can clean it yourself in an instant

—
no need to wait for daylight

—
this, fluid

replaces dangerous benzine and naphtha,
and is as harmless near an open flame as
water. It leaves no trace, no odor, and
does the work quickly, economically and
perfectly. Best of all, it's safe because

Beautiful Old Laces
"Ofgreat interest to the- Student oflacS

and design. Since it is particularly rick
in rare types of lace whichnever findtheir
way into the Market or the Museums."

FORMED BT

ARTHUR BLACKBORNE
Th« well-known Easliab expert

and authority

and in addition thereto

'At. Blackborne's Collection of
I

Beautiful Antique Textiles
Extraordinary Regal Laces

Rich Embroideries, Historical Costumes, Att»
tique Jewelry and Fans, Relics, and

Numerous Other Objects of An-

tiquity and ArtisticInterest

The sal* willbe conducted by

Mr. THOMAS* E. kirby. of tit*

AMERICAN ART ASSOCIATION, Manaftft• BaM M4IV.Haaawa. tviart lMbh>

FREE VIEW » A- M. TO Ir.H,

To be sold st unr««trlr*«d -pabUe «\u25a0!•

On Thursday. Friday and Saturday

Afternoons of this week at 2:30 P. M.

The Famous
Museum Collection of

"Of Extraordinary Interest**

niiayiaiAKsaiiH||||| new law.OIL*

UNBURNABLL

CLEANING FLUID
Cannot Burn

Cannot Explode

15c, 25c, 50c,
$1.00

Cannon's Influence Feared by Dele-
gate to Church Council.

Philadelphia. D<c. 7.—Dr. Reed, president of
D!'jklf-S"n Ccllese, effert-.' a resolution at the Fed-
era.! Council' of the Christ in America here to-day.

X*iroviiinfrfor tiic- appointment of a committee to In-
vestigate tlie liquor traffic In all Its phases and
\u25a0make a rej>ort to Congress. In discussing the meas-
•ure. which xva« referred to the temperance com-
•m;ttee, Nolan Best, of Chicago, said that the
time for such an Investigation was opportune, but
Jt FOSU bo more opportune v.hen "Cannon was not

Epoaktr."
Bichcp Wilson. cf the Methodist Episcopal

Church, presented the report of the committee on
temperance, and also a set cf resolutions recom-
isending the appointment of a committee to call
upon President-elect Taft and congratulate him
upon the stand he has taker, with reference to in-
toxicating li<j-jcrs and also to urge him to use his

influence for the suppression of the liquor traffic.
Among other things the resolution of the commit-
tee recommends that Congress be urged to so frame
11* Interstate enactments as to avoid the nulli-
fication of temperance legislation in the several
states. A resolution which had for a feature a
proposition that public schoqls be closed one af-
icxneon in each week, mat the children might at-

tend religious aeryßes Jind receive Instructions In
Ui?ir own < hunfces. resulted in much opposition,
ar.d * resolution r.as fina-ly adopted in which it

Was declared that :t was the duty of the Church
lx> provide religious instruction for their children.
&• well a£ the duty of parents to Fee that euch
Instruction is given in the home.

520.0C0 FOR CUTTING STATE TIMBER.
Utlea, N. V.. Dec 7.— Before Supreme Court Jus-

tice De Angelis. in HerkUner. to-day, the suits
against W. E. Byphert, Albert Harris, George Vin-
cent and James Gallagher for cutting timber on
ftate lands was settled by the payment of JIO.GOO
in each of the two cases. These cases have been
tried O«e, with a disagreement. The. defendants
made affidavit that they had spent Jo*,7ij, hut had
never got the lumber off the ground. The «tate
sued for $lw.«0 penalty.

I'llpromise ycu sunshine. I*l]promise you rain;

I'llpromise you fabulous prices for Eraln;

I'llpromise you music by day and by night;
I'llpiomise >ou beauty and sweetness and Sight.
rorae. pkdge me a vote 'ere Ipart from ttie place.
And 111 TV.np you a promise withprodigal grace.
You'll fin.iIwon't falter whate'er be the boon

—
A rosebud In winter, a snowstorm In June;
The health or a peasant, the pomp of a kiDg—
]•\u25a0 short. Iwill promise you any old thing.

In touch with these elements of easy corruption

is a popular impression, not uncommon elsewhere
on the continent, that it is rather smart to do up a
government; that getting a personal commission as
an Intermediary Ingovernment transactions Is not
dishonest, though a similar act in business matters

might still be considered dishonorable; that public

land and official purchases and public contracts
make a fair field for the political worker In which
to reap the fruits of party service. Allover Canada
this spirit is rampant. The discussion inthe recent

elections proved it; the preceding Investigation of
departments In Ottawa clearly indicated it; the de-
bates in Parliament during the last year or two

piled up the facts; the current investigations at

Quebec and St. John still further Illustrate the sit-
uat'en. "Wherever a man can make one. five, ten or
thirty thousand dollars on a sale of some kind to
the government, or by commissions on transactions
with the government, or as a go-between In matters
of public patronage, he seems to think nothing of
the moral side of the matter. If a portion or the
whole of such moneys should go into the campaign

fund of his party he rather feels that he has done a
righteous thing, and the fact that they really come
out of the public purse seems to disturb neither
his friends nor his party colleagues nor his party
press. That the opposite party offers criticism or
denunciation carries no weight; it Is put down as
biassee and partisan opinion and, therefore, as
worthless.

During the recent elections the opposition leader
stated that 110,000,000 a year was lost in the federal
departments through overpayment for supplies or
administrative carelessness. It was admitted that
a political intermediary at St. John had received a
commission of J3.'.""' on one small contract and
that this additional sum had been charged to the
government. The practice is popularly regarded as
a very common one. Elaborate and specific lists of
local appeals to the selfish needs of constituencies
Indicate that In forty-eight out of eighty-six On-
tario s^ais the people were publicly bribed with
premises of what would be done for them locally if
the government candidates were elected. It has
been shown that In nine Ontario Mats there were
threats of the withholding of government works if
the party candidates were not elected. The men In
the last Parliament who made charges of "wine,

women and graft'" against certain members of the
government— though not as white as snow them-

—have all been defeated.
What does this condition of affairs mean? Is

Canada really corrupt? It seems to the writer
that nothing of this sort is ever as bad as it
looks; that the government of the country con-
tains a good average of honest and honorable
men, with a leader against whom no one dares to
raise a voice in this connection; that Canadian
communities as a whole are still divided into- two
parties whose members can neither be purchased
nor persuaded Into changing their views and who
are Influenced only by some great issue carrying
conviction to the most partisan mind, such as the
unrestricted reciprocity question in 1891 of* the
Manitoba separate school policy In 1596. It seems,
however, clear that a floating population in every
constituency which cares little about politics or
pa: ties and has no distinctive principles upon
which to act is becoming more and more corrupt;
that this element in constituencies having only a
narrow majority for either party is strong enough

to decide the local result; that politicians, drift-
ing with the tide, or seeking the lines of least re-
sistance, are corruptly catering to Its needs, and
that in the absence of great issues this class is
increasing In numbers and influence and develop-
ing a form of localism which easily merges Into
collective corruption.
It would alac appear that the public conscience Is

becoming deadened as -to the real nature and
danget of this particular evil; that copious
drafts of party chloroform on both sides are
creating indifference and disbelief instead of keen
inquiry and instant suspicion. In politics as in
business profit is becoming more Important than
honor. If this development goes on the national
and Imperial future of Canada— to say nothing of
its continental relations— will be affected. At pres-
ent, however. It la merely a growing evil, not a
dominant force, and if some great issue can be
injected into the i>od> politic of the near future
the situation will right It*if. J. C. H.

Study in Current Politics
—

Against the Government.
Toronto. Dec. The asking of such a question Is

almost an insult to one's country; yet In this case

the answer of an honest and Impartial observer can-

not be an absolute negative. The time has been

when Canadians looked down on the politics of

their United States neighbors, regarded them with

a sort of superior air and described American con-

ditions as corrupt alike In municipal affairs, in cau-

cuses. In legislatures and in elections. That day

has gone by. There was a time here when political

honor was keen; when a man's promise in political

circles or his pledge upon the public platform was

as good as his bond. There are many men still liv-
ing who remember the thrill of disgust, the feel-
ing of fear and the sense of personal disquiet

which swept over the country in 1873 when the gov-

ernment of Sir John Macdonald was proved to have

accepted money from would-be railway contractors

for a party campaign fund; and they well recollect
the storm of ballots under which the greatest

leader Canada had then produced went down to de-

feat. Such an Issue to-day would change very few

votes. r.
In Quebec there has never been a more pictu-

resque and powerful provincial figure than Honor*
Mercier. Yet in 1892 the charge of having allowed
a "toll gate' between government appointments or
contracts and the Liberal campaign fund evoked a
great popular majority against him despite the
support of Wilfrid Laurler with his growing

strength as a federal politician and despite Her

cier's own passionate and eloquent appeals to

French nationalism, racialism and religion. In On-

tario twelve years later conditions of a most de-
plorable nature were alleged against a provincial
government which had been In power for twenty-

five years. A band of ballot manipulators was
shown to exist within the party organization which

had absolutely no scruples in the matter of winning

a constituency. From stolen ballot boxes and
•switched" or destroyed ballots down to the more

common purchase of individual votes nothing was
too low or contemptible to do service for the party

cause. Retribution came, but it took two bitter
campaigns and years ot strenuous struggle to

arouse public opinion. In the recent federal elec-

tions of the present year almost the entire plat-
form of the C<*hservative party was made up of
"graft" and corruption charges against the govern-

ment at Ottawa.
Canada, it must be remembered, is peculiarly

open to corrupting political influences. Its con-
stituencies are many and small in population.
though large in area. Local interests are all-
powerful In many parts' of the country, and in-
creasingly so as the great living party principles

of the past have died out and been replaced by
political organizations whose distinctive differences
are merely those of the ins and outs. The candi-
date or member for a Canadian constituency has
usually very little time or personal means to de-
vote to his constituents, and the "nursing" which
he must give them or winch he thinks is necessary

comes in some form or other from the public purse.

When great Issues no longer exist the best provider

of public works, public buildings, public wharves

and pap of all kinds is the befit member; and the

best candidate In an election is obviously the gov-

ernment candidate.
-

Free trade or protection is

no longer at stake in Canada: the farmer and the

manufacturer unlike the lion and the lamb, can lie

down together In party peace; empire questions are

not yet serious issues in the political struggle; re-
lations with the United States have settled down

from the old days of bitter fighting for or against

reciprocity to a condition of popular satisfaction

with the existing Canadian tariff. The party or
the candidate, therefore, who promises the most
immediate wellbeing of a constituency stands the

best chance of success.

IS CANADA CORaUPT?

"Over the Wire," a loos distance Christmas time
laoiuKc by John Kendrick Disti, to next buiular's
——

Shunt,

Coroifer'i Physician Schultz decided yesterday tn

post ix*ne the autopsy on the -bod) of the man found
In the hallway of No. 240 East 21st street on Sun-
day. Dr. Bchulti is awaiting the. Identification of
the body.

Thomas Elliott, a clerk, of No. 2774 Eighth ave-
nue, was held yesterday in $1,000 ball for examina-
tion en a charge of assaulting Gong Sting, a Chi-
nese laundryman, of No. 2762 Eighth avenue, on
Sunday.

CITY NEWB IN BRIEF.
Salomon Stein, of No. 20R East 114 th street, v ho

w,-i> arrested on Sunday night on a char].. was held yesterday in $!.o>«> bail I
amination In the Harlem court. T1 a pol \u25a0

St.-:n confessed te several recenl burgiai
H;u1.-m.

The new Panamas were dealt In on the c jrb

market at 103"^. and on th>- Btock Exchange they

registered an advance of from % to % of 1 per cent
over the bid prices. At the same time there was an
advance of from to V» point In the quoted price of
the old 2s.

frank A. VunderMp, vice-president of the Na-
tional City Bank, eald that the $10,242. »0 bor.ds,

awarded at 102.2778, were on bids of J. P M
& Co., the First National Bank and the National
City Bank, and ntn t •rt. \u25a0 latter Institution only.

I>oca; bankers said that they were not surprised
at the large over-subscription of the Panama bonds,

and expressed the opinion that the Government .ad

obtained a satisfactory price for the Issue. It las

been known ever since- the flotation was annouii ted
that national hanks throughout the country would
be bidders for the bonds and the success of the
issue was !\u25a0_ . - assured.

The last preceding sale of Panama 2s •

the height of the panic. In Noyember, 1907. Fifty

million dollars was offered, but only $25.ue0,Qp0

vas allotted, for which the government obtai-w>«l
an average price of 102Vg. In July, 1906, when the

:;r.-t offering of Panama was made, me Treasury

received aii average price of i«»t...a for the $30,660,-
000 issue.

Issue Considered a Success —Awards
to Local Bankers.

Washington. Pec 7
—

Secretary Ctartelyou an-
nounced to-day that the Panama Canal bon<ls had
been sold at an average of 102.43(8 The lowest hid
accepted was K8.2778. There were 159 bids, amount-
ing to $80,000,000, accepted Six hundred and sev-
enty-two bids, amounting to 172.805.850, were re-
jected. The total number of regular bHs, there-
fore, was 831, subscribing for 002,808.800.

Mr. Cortelyou said that the "issue was eminently

successful from every point of view. The fact that
the bonds will be widely distribute! to all si

of the country is especially pleasing to the
tary. The only hid for the whole issue of $30 \u25a0' "•

or any part of it was from the National dtj

of New York, which will receive an allotment of
$10,242,760. The next largest bid was from Fisk &
Robinson, of New York, for $15,000,600, of
they willrecelva $10,000,008.

The bona fide character of the bi.ls is shown by

the fact that of the SU received all but three were
accompanied by certified checks or cash for 2 per
cent of the face value of the bonds applied For.
The following are the successful bidders for SL.4M,-

000 and over, together with the. price t.ffered: I'isk
& Robinson, New York City, five bids.

-
each, at prices ranging from 102.283 to 102.781; Chase
National Bank. New York, three bids. $l.O0»,O0fl
each, at prices ranging from 102.3(«>5 to 108.IMC the
National City Bank of New York, $10,242,760. at

102 8778. The highest bid was by J. F. Houseman, of
Bradshaw. Neb., for $:\u25a0•" at 105.

Among other successful bidders were the follow-
ing: Mackay & Co., New York, eight lots of £00,-

000 each, at from 102.48 to 102.76; two bids of $\u25a0*.-
CX") each, at 102.46 and 102.42, respectively, and two
bids of $100,i>X) each, at ]u2.3S and 102.32. respec-
tively; Lewlsohn Brothers. New York, $200,000 at

102.551 and $200,000 at 102.397; National Park Bank.
New York, three bids of $200,6Meach, ranging from
102.30 to 102.4 ft.

PANAMA BOXDS SOLD

The situation and the problem concerned may be
summarized as follows: The scheme of a locK

canal tnrough the lsuimus <->! Panama was adopt-
ed, as la weU Known, on two principal grounds
namely, the greater expense of a sea level canal
and me longer time required for its construction.

Ot these tne latter is uelieved to nave betn the

more- miluential. But farther developments lave

d'.uniiifciieu the weight or both, so tna' a recon-
sideration or the Question is warranted. it is the
purpose of this paper to advocate such a recon-
siueration

—
enipnasizing the importance of certain

objections to tne lack canal not mentioned or not
duiy appreciated in the report or those members
ol the international board of Consulting Engineers
who tavored mis torm. . .'.

Is the Canal Zone to be forevermore free .rom
severe eartnquakes.' We nope so; but some o us,
much as we would like to, no not believe it. It is
an axiom in hydraulic engineering that lilive wa-
ter starts through an earth dam, and is not in-
stantly checked, the entire reservoir will cv. its
way out. 1 am not fullyconvinced that an earth-
quake would injure ihe monster dams it is pro-
posed to raise to confine the liohio Liike. But If
tr.e masonry ol tne locks should be jarred two
in.oes out of plumb, and the pent up hundreds of
millions of tons or water should rush to either
ocean! Can tne locks be built so as to resume
their function in a couple of days, or would a mass
of crumbled masonry and twisted steel result, re-
quiring a year or two to repair*.'

A lailure or the locks of .Panama shortly after
the opening of tne canal would mean that years of
time and vast sums of money nad been wasted.
iiut it it occurred twenty or even ten years later,
wnen millions of people depended for their liveli-
hood on the commerce through the canal, it would
entail also worJa-wide loss and disaster. There
mignt be no likelihood or an immediate Panama
lucK-failure, but the danger would be real and ever
present. . . .
It is commonly reported that the French plans

and estimates assumed the existence at a ceitain
depth of ro;k sumciently solid to bear the weight
of looks and dams, and that this assumption was
based upon the evidence of drill holes 100 few in
number to warrant entire confidence in- the belief
thus reached. At all events, the American engi-
neers in cnargo of the work have, made numerous
additional boring?, and successive reports Irom
them have indicated unmistakably the continuance
of more or less doubt as to /this' important element.
The latest of these reports expresses a much
greater degree of certainty than had previously been
justified; and engineers would generally accept it
as warranting me continued prosecution or the
present plan, ifno other plan were available. For
some risKS must be taken in every such work, and
all that can be expected of the most skilful and
prudent engineer is that he shall reduce such
risks to a minimum by every practicable moans
of preliminary investigation. But when the ques-
tion is one or choice oetween two plans it is fair
to point out that with regard to one of the two
risks still remain from wnich the other is lree.
And in this spirit 1 would suggest that the ascer-
tained and certined existence of "soft rock," ca-
pable of bearing the constructions here contem-
plated, does not wholly exclude the possibility or'
unforeseen disasters

—
especially such as are due to

unknown subterranean water courses. . . .
It is not unreasonable, therefore, to point out

that in the case of the proposed Panama locks
an.l dams the risk of an Insecure foundation can-
not be completely removed, either before construc-

tion or afterward. On the present plan the ex-
cavation will be done years before the locks and
dams can be completed. But for a sea-level canal,
practically al' excavation, this proposition has an
entirely different meaning. From thai standpoint
the surprising improvement in excavation already
achieved under American engineers, and any pos-
sible further Improvement, become at once new-
factors, entitling the old problem to a fresh con-
sideration. ... • \u25a0-_

The official report In favor of a lock canal de-
clared that it \u25a0 was reasonable, to hope for an
average excavation for the entire work of UJ50.000
cubic yards a month, which would require 1».«
years for the completion of a sea-level canal, and
estimated, for safety, "not less than twenty years ,

as the tim« required for that purpose. Th« pres-
ent monthly excavation Is nearly three tim°s th«

amount thus "hoped for": and although a con-
siderable part of it Is auxiliary work, so that it
cannot be claimed that the actual execution of
this part of the lock-canal design is advancing at
nearly three times the expected rate. Ithink the
figures show what is already practicable in the
removal of material, and may therefore be adopted
as a basis for estimating the progress of a pea-

level canal, for which all such excavations would
be directly a part of the work itself. ...

Since later experience has already shown that

the construction of a sea-level canal would not

cost so much or take so long 89 was estimated
when thai plan was rejected, anything which rea-
sonably promises a further removal of those ob-
jections deserves a hearing now.

Reconsideration of Sea Level Ditch
Asked by H. G. Granger.

-A Sea Level Canal at Panama— A Study Of Its

Desirability and Feasibility." is the title of a i>aper

to be read by Henry G. Granger, of Cartagena,

Colombia, before the American Institute of Mining

Engineers at New Haven. Advance reports of \he
address have been sent out by Mr. Granger to

members of the institute. Mr. Granger In his In-

troduction says tlfat "nothing in this paper is to

be understood as even suggesting a moment's sus-
pension of the splendid work now going forward on

the Isthmus of Panama, except so far as Itis re-

lated to the proposed locks. Allother work already

done, and all material purchased or ordered, would
be available for the plan herein proposed." He

then adds:

CHANGEINCANALPLANS

FATHER PARDOW ON SPIRITISM."""
•I am convinced," said the Rev. William O'Brien

Pardow in his lecture before the Daughters of
the Faith at the Catholic Club, No. 120 Central Park
South, yesterday afternoon, "that there is truth in
spiritualism, or, as Iprefer to call it, spiritism.
Putting aside the 50 per cent of fraud, there la no
doubt that there have been answers from the spirit

world. The Catholic doctrine allows that."
Father Parclow read from the Bible the account

of Saul's visit to the woman at Kn.tor, 'the fa-
mous Witch of Endor, whom we should call a me-
dium now," he observed. after reading the passage

which describes how Samuel appeared to Saul, he
said: "There is a clear case of vision. That set-,

ties all about the possibility of the thing.

"But what It the Church's attitude toward mod-
ern spiritism? The person who .consults a me-
dium nowadays does so generally because he* wants
to know what Is going to happen to him next week,
or for amusement. But God doesn't send down
companies of his angels to give people refined
vaudeville. God sent Samuel to Saul to give him
counsel.

"People go to mediums hoping to speak with
a dead mother, wife, or husband. The Church
teaches, and science agrees, that there Is no proof
of any instance of communication with any par-
ticular person. The Church says that such com-
munication is communication with demon.". Now
and then the father of lies tells the truth, if he.
didn't tell the truth occasionally he'd be banished
from good society. It's thai way with spiritism.

"Now and then spiritism may lead a person from
materialism to religion, but the mistake Is when
people make spiritism a religion."

father Pardow devoted a few paragraphs of his
lecture to people who hold that Christmas means.
simply the birth of the spirit of good will In men.

"IfIt means anything It means the birth of the
Child at Bethlehem," he said. "I feel no birth
of any spirit in my breast at Chris Una* time. Such
talk la pure rot."

WANTS NOISE IN GARDEN STOPPED.
David B. Gilbert, one of the governors of the

Manhattan Club, at 26th street an.l Madison ave-
nue, telephoned to Police Headquarters yesterday
afternoon, asking that Commissioner Bingham

stop the tumultuous and perpetual noise in Madi-
son Square Garden, where the six-day bicycle race
is In progress.

He said it had been going on all night, and that
persons at the club had been disturbed by it. Sums

who had tried to sleep had been unable to do so.
he said, and he wanted the noise stopped, or at
least the shouting and cheering. Commissioner
Bingham referred the complaint to Inspector Mc-
Ctusky.
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BARER TO BROOKIA'V

SEXT BACK BY BIXGHAM.

The lury finds that Police Headquarters has been
stripped of its importance as the headquarters of
the Folice Der^artment ot Brooklyn.

The policy of retrenchment in this borough and
the centralization In Manhattan is glaringl> in

evidence r.amelv. in the removal of the ,Boiler
fnspecUon Bureau, the material re^^Bon^ the
working force of the Bureau of Information the
abseir-e of a deputy r«hce commissioner, and the
placing" of the fee force of this borough pr*c-

ucaily in charge of a borough inspector. AJ of
which conclusively attests the statement o* the

deputy commissioner temporarily in c£ar ßethat
Brooklyn Police Headquarters were to be used as
a distributing station, whatever that may mean in
t>clice rules jind regulations.1 !j* our opinion the Police Commissioner of
greater New York intends to centralize police
powers In Manhattan headquarters to the extent
that the Borousn of Brooklyn will be without an
*ffiWnt police service. We seriously question the
wisdom of his action along this line.

Comrr.issloriT Bingham characterized as un-
true the charges of Rabbi J. L. Magnes. who

declared that the Police Department was per-
secuting the Jems in this city, but admitted that

he had asked for the resignation of Alexander
Hart, private secretary for Commissioner Baker,

on the' grounds that the resignation of Mr. Hart

would strengthen the department-

-Now. see here: you can't have a deputy take

rare of ovrything in Brooklyn. Ican find work

for Baker t.. <io that willmake him a greater help.

Ioften need him in Manhattan, and he's got to

come over sometimes to Manhattan, take off his

coat and cuffs and get down to work on business

«•« ,'! have to p:ttn in on. Bakers a good man.

HeTi have an office in Brooklyn because there's
Elways an office there, but he and a!! the other

three deputies will hays something to do with
Frooklyn. not one of them only. That's not the

way to handle Brooklyn. Pistol permits and other

kinds have to come under mm man's supervision.

and you can't scatter jurisdiction in things like

that. There's a lot of work that has to be divided

up and taken op in the whole city, so things may

be systematized."
"You're trying a trustification of the Police De-

partment. t.Vr.?" the Commissioner was asked.
"That's it. That's just what I'mafter. No waste

o. rner. or -work. Get everything properly arranged

co the best ser\-lce may be had. I'm doing that.

Just wilt awhile before you do your pounding and

I'llshew you what a service can be put in Brook-

lyn. They aren't doing the work they can do over
there, but we'll get It done. Look at your traffic
service at the Academy ot Music for your opera.
Better than It ever was. Yet I've been called a

« • ;by some people for the -way I've

fixed up this traffic The way you have to get

thot*- traffic regulations carried out is to make the

drivers follow the rules If they go to the left and

mix things up. yank 'em off the seats and take

•em to court. The magistrates say I'm taking

trivial cases to court, and damn me for it. The

devil: Don't Iknow they're trivial? Of course
they are. But that's the way to get the rules car-
ried rut. Idon't want those drivers severely pun-

Isbed. Let the judges give 'em a reprimand and

that'll do. But you've got to yank "em off to court
to make 'em obey the rpie* That's the only way

Iv«hM a t,]* to make 'em do it. Up in Harlem
Idid it.and what was the cry? Oppression. 'Out-
rage,:' 'Unjust!' ButIgot the traffic rules followed
and it makes things better for every one."

While General Bingham was having the time of

his life in the City Hal!, -.--.:. grand jury

was en the job and doing a few things in the

presentment line. Among the things that the pre-

sentment said were:

Grand Jury Criticised by Court for
\u25a0 Attacking Commissioner.

Police Commissioner Bingham. after a conference

with Mayor MoClellan, yesterday announced that

he would send First Deputy Commissioner Baker

beck to Brooklyn. Earlier in the day the Kings

County Grand Jury handed up to Judge Pike a pre-

eenUner.t attacking the Police Commissioner for re-

moving the Brooklyn headquarters to Manhattan
and .declaring: he had as a consequence an inefficient
service in Brooklyn.

For this action the Jury got itself roundly criti-

cise* by Judge Dike, who pointed out that the body

had overstepped its Jurisdiction.
Those who are in a position to know say the

Mayor has no intention of removing Mr.Bingham.

The Mayer feels that the general has made as

rood a commissioner as General Greene and a

better one than Mr.McAdoo. and he does not know

where to find a man who could fill the place as

successfully.
For ont time It had teen known that Senator

Mr' a— was on the warpath on account of the
\u25a0ifltiiL of "War Horse"' Max Schmittberger over
to Brooklyn m chief inspector of the borough, in-
cident*; to keep McCarren's saloonkeeping con-

etltuents closed up on the Sabbath. Yesterday

Commissioner Bingham had a long talk with Mayor

McOellan In the City Hall, and after it was over

he broke his rule of r.ever speaking outside of

Police Headquarters and burst forth in an Inter-

view.
•If tt.u Brooklyn fellows would give me a show

you'd ff» what could be done for your section."
he shouted as he came out of the Mayors office.

"This continual pounding is a bit discouraging. I

am arranging this so that there will be a com-
plete, f.ne police service in Brooklyn, and If you

don't like it pet me out. Steamer rates are Just

as cheap to Europe now as they willbe nest year.

end I'd Just as soon go now as then."
Nobody stepped forward to bar General Bing-

fcain's way to the nearest steamboat dock, and he

continued :

WCAEREN MAN FOR BENCH.

The hero and heroin* of "Thi- Rtn< mat th« At.in"*
meet at a Christmas Eve parly. Se« the third install
racnt In next Sunday* Tribane.
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