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HISTORIC OLD CUSTOM HOUSE, IN WALL

e

MANY NOVEL FEATURES.
New Home of National City Bank

Shows Many I'mprovements.

N many months ago, when the government
moved out bag and baggage and left the old

Custom House a deserted, dismantied, dingy pile
of granite in Wall street
little save a few historic associations with which
to clothe its nakedness, people fell into the habit
of walkingz by it and remarking, “Poor old build-
Now all that is changed, and New York's
old Custom House, rejuvenated in the role of the
largest banking institution in the United States,
s one of the youngest and one of the most thor-
buildings in New York's

standing possessed of

fng!"”

oughly up-to-date

financial district.
The story of this rehabilitation is of more than

From the time of its purchase

the struct-

passing interest

by the National City Bank, in 1806,
ure has been the objective point of a concen-
trated determination to evolve from it a model

banking institution, something unlike anything

in this country, or in any other ‘ountry, and
those who have been familiar with the work
from the start fee! certain that the desired end
has been attained; that the bank’s new quar-
ters, ijust across the street from the present
ane. at No. 02 Wall street and in which the
National City expects to he “at home’ to its|

friends on and after December 19, constitute one

of the most thoroughly equipped banking houses
ifn the world.

One the of
Stillman and other officers of the t
the remodelling be brought about with as little
alteration the general character of the old
building as was consistent with the transaction
within

{

President James
ank was that

chief desi

of

of

its walls

of a big banking b ness
Much earnest study was given this point by Mc- |
Kim, Mead & White, the architects, and the re j
suit is that the old Custom Hous s still thers i
but on its shoulders stands a newer an 1 younger |
building, with a Corinthian colonn across the |
Wall street front. In many other respects it 1s
practically a replica of the parent structure. i
1
|

bank's officials travelled

) of every

For menths one of the
: on

r ssible «

in

over the country sl
wvenience and auxiliary to the be business
which might be incorporate in the Nationai
City's new home The result is an institution |
fzmih stling with innoy ations, ranging from
the . most  up-to-date burglar protection to

Kkitchens, dining rooms, a lJaundry and other pro-
|

wre of the employes |
af |

Wt

wvisions for the

Just

doors, ¢

great bronzd

inside the

feet high, € feet 1 inch thick, and weighing

pounds—declared to be the largest doors "

kind in the country—one encounters one H
City's innovations in the shape of an |

Natio
fnformation bure: at the left of the entrance,

where answers may be had for the asking, not
only to all sorts of questions pert 1ining to the

tions about

| walled
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THE OLD cUSTOM HOUSE BEFORE REMODELLING.

—
electrical connections so arranged that the tini-
point off a burglar
of steel plate, ecight
concrete, more

any sets
half

iron
 thr

est puncture at

another inch
set

h five

alarm;
inches of railroad in

inches of armor

conerete, and finally
plate

Another of the
this main floor of the new bhank is
rble,

unusual features to be found on
an “ink sink,”
and equipped
the ink

about with black 1t

with ink faucets from whicl will run
used in the bank’s business, the whole forming
a part of the office equipm nt i est
angle of the building. The bar d
cable department will also occu f
the t ing in which this unique sink 1 in
the corresponding angle, on the east side, at the
rear of this floor, is the office of the president

st north of the executive's offices, extending
along the eastern side of the building and form-
ing a portion of the big open space beneath the
dome, eighty-three feet above, ran d behind a
railir o a raised floor, are the desks of the
other bank officers. The nertheastern corner of
the floor on the Wall street front is given over

to the bond department, and the corre sponding
corner in the northwest angle on the same floor,
which is given up to the foreign exchange de-
partment, is equipped with every modern appli-

: sel also to general ques ) :
lr:n.l\ ;l. }‘f but als¢ ¢ va an~e, including the telautograph, the dictograph
oew ‘ork City 3
y . and other devices
The 1t bronze wire and marble working cage, i 1er devices
= . In accordance with the desires of President
93 by 4O feet, occupying the centre of the great | - L p :
s .1 f the bank’s main floor while not an in- Stillman, many of the principal architectural
uare ol < S 1o 1 ( » 1 an 8 :
qua : i <s an imposing arrange- | features of the old Custom House were left in
povation, is nevertheless an 1o posing arrange- [ TS O of the new bank's interior also
ment, and when peopled by its working force ot | - N et ‘_ r ev i . s interni also.
over one hundred men will be one of the busiest | The series of great lonic -«ynm. were left
ts in New York. The numerous compart- | standing, and many other details remain intact.
wots in Ne ork. u )2 L= ) ] ! ; 2 !
i ts into which the big cage is divided are | The interior finish of the building is for the
ents (8] hich ! g ag Vi 1 & )
2 ked ‘l marble pillars, each carved with a | Most part of marble and mahogany, the marble
carke )y marbie ars, each < S g o s . e
Strerent design and ea b treated in the same | being mainly salvage from the old building. The
; h. in keeping with the dull gray menotone | paving of the area for public use on the main
nish, in keeping with 1 11l ray 1 ; ) - ; g
shich is the color s¢ heme of the whole interior | floor is from the Hauteville region of France.
Inside the working cage 1 the great vault, 22 Inside the working cage and in other parts of
18ide LS L I 1 e s i ’ .
by feet and ""_' feet high Only half its | the area devoted to office use the floor covering
cet and 2 .
h" It is seen above the main floor the rest ex- | is of compressed cork an ine h thick Eight ele-
olgh S Se 1 al i m ’ ]
tending down U the sement leve where, in- | tors maintained for the use of the public
stead of resting on the floor its three hundred !d!l" as many more for the use of the working
cad o sting 1t} A | i
ton bulk is supported on a series of steel pillars | staff. ‘
at a height cufficient to permit & man to \\;xlkl An average person standing in the middile of
beneat! Entrance to the vault is, however, | the great main floor and gazing upward at the
weath ontri ! 3
from the level of the ma in floor vecoffered” ceiling, sixty feet above, or at the big
om the e of t} |
This big steel ctructure is vided its entire dome, twenty-three feet higher, would not think
g S st ur
height into two S¢ parate compartimer ts one for | that, tucked away in the ar sles of the big build-
w1zt t¢ s ars
the use of the da staff and the other for the ing. are three mezzanine floors, so skilfully are
i 1S f th ay stall an
ase of the night staff, or bookkeeping foree which | the connecting passages, SOk of which cross
b;-u ne work at midnight En ce to each di- ’ the high srched windows, placed in inconspicu-
vision of the vault is through circular doorways, ous places, and in scme instances hidden by
each protected by a door & feet in diameter | friezes and panels.
and 2 feet thick. These doors weig sixteen On the first of these mezzanine floors the
id 2 feet th : ‘ :
tons each. and are S delicately poise that a | bookkeepers ot the departments of bonds and
pound of pressure will open and close them foreign exchange will work at the Wall street
The huge strong box is also divided horizontally | front of the building in the angles directly over
the corresponding departments, on the main floor

and securities

gor the separate storage of Specl .
The burg who tries to force this great vault below Rooms for the directors and for other
of the National City Bank undertakes a Hercu- official use are also on this floor The second
©729 2 f arcel , < > >
lean task. A system of mirt arranged as | ™ "'/"”'l_“' floor is l"trh'-f‘ given over to the
o b the presence Of i bersen near any \\url\' of the b_;m}\ s big clerical force. An un-
side of the vault, which is clear of the building e N'r.“ l;‘ 'l“';tr“lv“' a8 Banke  eqIBpIE L
TOes S t : tloo i i« ‘K o 0! &
on all sides, is one of the protective devices, but " is'found on this Qoo . the baoitheeping
N h ro which 3 th-
it thotn wiiinoEs HhH alS0 Deen ‘nvl.\lIHhIli ’1)}.: ‘ om, hic is in the south
its protection. A space of a few S i”l“" “l‘ the building, is equipped with a
n left between the main banking I“I‘ll A;A.‘ ”X‘ R ST R A ”‘.[ system, wiseh
wil « S v the ansfer o CcKsS, ¢ 1 Is
sides of the vault, and if a watch- & Sl fran Slogtar i Lol
intended to do away with the small army of
mo a tains at any time that the vault is -
messengers, otherwise necessary, to transfer
being tampered with he has only to tou h one of : i
S i ; " ! the average of furty-five thousand checks han-
veral buttons in differer arts o 1 ank -
B ” ] - ‘! ; Eren. ‘f ')l " bank | 4.4 daily by the bank
~elease : od of v stean ron wilers, | . & :
and release a € eam from the boilers, Still further to facilitate this part of the work
which. enveloping the big vault. top. bottom and 1
- 3 ' or g = two clearing rooms have been established in
| sides, must ith St ratle S { -
all sK Bk ‘l' = ; ocate or scald to death | ¢pe pasement of the new building, where the
; person within reach. | i
mll_\ persor V\r : "sl checks are to be sorted before being placed in
31 wWe . 1 < fai to e < " .
1t even if the mirrors failed to detect, if the | (e traveller system and shot away upstairs to
atchman \\-m)'f l.klt-v[- ..uul the steamn failed | the bookkeeping department. No messenger is
te materialize, the yurglar's chance would still | to be allowed upon the banking floor, all being
be small. for to get at the treasure he would have ‘ confined to the basement, and none of the big
to bore through walls two feet thick, made up |army of tookkeepers will meet the public,
A portion of the third mezzanine floor is de-

of a half inch coat of carefully hardened outside |
steel finish, a half inch of thick wire cloth wllh]

voted to clerical uses, but it is mainly utilized

for storage.
up to the
other will be for the
In the principal rooms on ¢
floors are safes for the ke

used

One angle of the floor will be given
bank's historical

collection, and an-
filing of documents.
ach of the

eping of records

mezzanine

and

GENERAL VIEW

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 13, 1908,
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THE BANK'S LAUNDRY.



