
NEW YORK SOCIETY,

Mr. and Mrs. John R. McLean are entertaining

Miss Pulitzer, of New York, who, after attending

the dinner at the Austrian Embassy on Monday.

•win return to New York. Mrs. Rush Shippen H :i-

dekoper, of Philadelphia, and Miss Lota Rcbinson.
of Baltimore, are also visiting Mr. and Mrs. Mo-
Lean.

IN WASHINGTON SOCIETY.
[From The Trlbrme Bureau.]

Washington. Deo. 12-Mrs. William Howard Taft

left Washington this afternoon for New York.
where she will visit Mr. and Mrs. Henry W. Taft.

Her departure closed on* of the most brilliant

weeks socially Washington has kBOVB In a ions
time

Mies Ethel Roosevelt was the guest of honor at

a dinner given on board the Mayflower to-night,

when Lieutenant Gilbert J. Rowcliff and LJwUlill—t
Semmes Read, both officers of the vessel, were
hosts.

The Secretary of "War and Mrs. Wright were en-
tertained at dinner to-night by Mrs. John Lindsay

Morehead. eighteen other guests being asked to

meet them.
Tbe marriage of Miss Mary Lilie Taylor, daugh-

ter of the former Minister to Spain and Mrs. Han-

ris Taylor, to Dr. Reid Huirt took place at noon
to-day at the home of tha bride, In O street The

Rev. John S. Cooper, of St. MattheWs Church, offi-
ciated, end Mr. Taylor gave- his daughter away.

Miss Hanna Taylor was maid of honor for her
sister, and Senorita Maria Calvo, Senorita Elena

Calderon and Senorita Mercedes Gcdoy, ail daugh-

ters of foreign ministers, and Miss Mary R. Brady.

of Baltimore, were bridesmaids. The bridegroom

was attended by George Morrison, of Baltimore.
The«costumes and decorations were in pink and
white, and a pretty feature was the entrance of

Luis Gabrielle Calvo, the email son of the Minister
from Costa Rica, who was dressed In white broad-

cloth and bore the wedding ring on a cushion of
pink. At the ceremony and reception wldck fol-
lowed were the British Ambassador and Mrs.
Bryce, the Brazilian Ambassador and Mme. Na-

buco. Mile. Nabuco. the Cuban Minister and Se-

nora de Quesada, th* Bolivian Minister and Senora

de Calderon, th* Colombian Minister and Senora d*
Cortes, the Mexican Charge d'Affaires and Senora

de Godoy and a small number from official and

lesident society.

THE DIPLOMATIC CORPS.
rFVoin The Tribune Bare*-: ]

Washington, Dec. -The Italian Ambassador
and Baroness dcs Planches willentertain at lunch-
eon to-morrow for their guests Professor and Sig-

nora Ferrero, who later In th« afternoon willgo to

New York.
Thf.-re is a rumor current h-r« that while tn»

Russian Ambassador, Baron Rosen, will return to

Washington before the new year, the Baroness

Rosen and Baroness Elizabeth Roeen will not re-
turn here this season. They are now In Paris. «nd

are being: constantly entertained.
Lady Harrington, wife of the British Minister to

Abyssinia, who was formerly Mits Amy McMillan,

Of Una city, returned her© to-day, accompanied by

her niece. Miss Grace Jarvls. who visited her

abroa.7 and will remain with her mother for thi

winter's social season.
Baroness Moncheui^ wife of th« Belgian Minister,

entertained at dinner to-night for Miss Harris, of

New Orleans, who is the gruoat of Miss Frederlca
Morgan. Others Invited were th« French third secre-
tary and Viscountess da Martel, Mile. Nabuco. Mile.
Eva Lagercrantz. Mile. Mary de Lagercrantz. Miss

Ftederlca Morgan, Baroness Marguerite Moncheur.
Viscount de Chambrun. French secretary: Stgnor

Roberto Centaro. Italian second secretary: Slgnor

Glullano Cora, Italian attache; Lieutenant Sher-

man Miles. Seftor Don Angel Algara-_Romero d-

Terreros. Mexican third secretary, and Francis

Janssens. Belgian attach*.

AT THE WHITE HOUSE.
[From The Tribune Eurtau.J

Washington. Dec 12.— President entertained
the President-elect and Mrs. Taft, the Secretary of

State. Colonel W. R. Nelson, of Kansas City;Jame*

B. Reynolds and C. Grant La Farga. of New York.
at luncheon to-day.

The President directed Labor Commissioner >•«•
to Investigate the buildingInspection department of

th« District of Columbia immediately.

Governor Johnson of Minnesota paid bis respe«*ts

to the President and escorted a private- party

through the publlo apartment-
The President took a rMa in the late afternoon

with Admiral Rlxey. and to-night attended the an-
nual dinner of th« Boon* and Crockett Club at IBM

Metropolitan Club and the Gridiron dinner at the

New Willard.
Among the White House callers were Secretary

Wright, Secretary Newberry. Postmaster General
Mey«r. Senators Smoot, Sutherland, Tallaferro,

Curiis. Brown. Cummins, Wetmore, Newlanda.
Frye. Lodge. Hopkins and Bourne. Representatives

Jlowland. Robinson. Lohgr^orth. H.-\«?ott. Hamil-
ton. Gronna, Loudenslager. Sheppanl. Slemp. Kel-

ler. Ansberry. Cole, Landls. Edwards. Carter. A. D.

James. Sabath, Langley. Madison. Adamson. Hep-

burn, Lowden, Sterling and Cooper. Delegate Ka.a-

nianaole. Chairman KHohcock. Governors Johnson.

Pindall and Curry, Judge Pritchard, of North Caro-

lina: State Chairman Dickey, of Missouri. Bishop

O'Gorman, Consul General Wynne. Solicitor Gen-

eral Hoyt, Mayor Griffith of Vlcksburg. Miss., and

ra Gilbert, president of the- American Institute of

Architects.

It?s resliy *irange that they have been pr-
»nitted to dra; on »o Jonp. Canada is geo^rapb-
soa!ly \u25a0\u25a0•} <t>mmerdally, as well as In some other
respects, our BMal Intimate neighbor, and will
always remain so. Relations between the two
«*j'intries t-bould, therefore, be the most free
irom dissensions »nd irritation. It would be to
Vheadvaiita^r. of both countries that they should
h*i so. Yet in fact for many years they have
been maited with an almost Incessant recur-rence of disputes, chief,-.- of a minor but none• ltfe less annoying character. Many efforts have
b«a made, to nettle th^m. but all La re thus far
\#fta thwarted, cften, U must be confessed,
through la<4' of \u25a0crillin^ness or of reasonableness
'\u25a0 cue sfde or the other. The suspicion has In
dted smen. apparently on pretty substantial
I Bad tin* T&ere were those jr. t-oth countries

\u25a0 «\u25a0« nist only did cot wish to bate these contro-Irukl**settled, but Mm actually aM «f»reseiT«-

RELATIONS WITH CANADA.

The ini^rfsting anno'jnrero<?nt Is made that
treaties are bHac negotiated between th! eourj-

.*rj-and Canada, and willpresently be submitted"
to car Eeaate for niflfiration. dealln? with the
roast fisheries. th«» water ;-"jiii<iarles; -"jiii<iarlesbetween tie
two couDtrJ»«s «j>d ibrir respective rights and
privilege* on international rivers, and various
ptctu \u25a0\u25a0 «J&ime. This d ;]rj l>e and we doubt

.>>ot willbe watoai • news to all thoughtful »nd
'^rclTdisposed m?& Inboth *^>untries. There can
*»*• no question that j^rmfinetit and equitable
\u25a0ictticiD^nt of eH questions at seoe between the

JJ>omlnlon snd this ,-•.•;.- > desirable. Tb«r»»
}*,of c-j-ur*^no fear of any breach if peace or

. n. of frieu'i&blp between be two naiion? over
matters, oven should they remam unset-

lled. But ir would r-» neithw agreeable nor rred-
Jtable to •'\u25a0•"• «:T>iitr»>vcr*ies running on
Indefinitely year after ymr. to be .1 'constant
feonroe of annoyance and expense. The dispute
«trer th<? Ala^Ka boundary was one of the most"
formidable of all those l>etween C-anada and tho
STnlted f?tat*»F for many years, until finally It
Vas tak<fi Dp \u25a0 a masterful spirit by John
3lev arid permanently and Justly settled. It-

be \*«Jl thus to deal with all these other
matters, not one of them as important ns the
Alaska boundary, and pot them out of the way
forever.

Mrs. Vandsrbllt «s booked to sail on w*2a«*d*»
next fox X«w TorJt, whers she will tp*ni th« *\u2666 '..
nulndsr cf tht *ia:tr.

Lord Revels'.oke. who arrived U*t w«#a «••*
England. Is makip? Mfl headquarter* *-. tli» \u25a0*•
Regis.

Mr. snd Mrs. Ralph Singer !iav« «^rl^ed frca
Europe and are at their aaaaa Ha 121 E*st

•**
stre*c, for the remainder of t:e s&uca.

Mr and Mrs George Winthrop tojobs and MS»
Constanca Fo!»orn haw arrived to town Jr*a
Lenox and are at th«!r house la West »«ili Mr**
where Mr and Mrs. Edward H. D*!a2»Ul *1H *•
their guests throughout tha season.

Mr. and Mrs. William T. Schley aaJ.Miss Oirs*
SclUey. of No. 17 West 62d atreet. will sp«nil C«
remainder of the winter In Califcmiaw

Mr. and Mrs. Frederick B. Jennins? «2vl i^*»
Elsie Jennings will spend ths holidays at th«*
country place at North B*nnln*ton. IB Vermont.

Frederick Townat-ml Martin -*-lli jr*.v*a lunchwa
at Sherry's to-day to meet the Hon. Fre-lerte*
Graham Curxon, king's messenger a::d brother \u25a0
the Earl of Howe. Mr. Martin will also giv« *
luncheon for htm Tuesday at tha Oty Lunch Cla^

Dr. and Mrs, W. Seward Webb de?*rt to-dar
week for Shelburne, their place IB Vermont, wcer*

they will, as usual, entertain a larga party for *•
Christmas holidays.

Among those who ea!!e4 yeswrlar to* c'irc?*
were George Berwick and his bride, who •"•as i£s*
Mary Mason Hasell; Lord Northcota. who ias j-Jt
retired from, the post of governor general c£ -Vi**
tralia, and Lady Northcote; Mr. and Bin Oaaeaai
Cryder. Count and Countess Ltaiurg-Stirum. Mr-
arid Mrs. Palp-. Pulitzer. Ladr Blaachs Rbcscy *a*

A. C. Gurnee.

Mrs. Rowland A. Bobbins pars a reception y»"

terday at her home, in West street, for h«*
•laughter. Miss Gladys Robbing Th* d*bu'a^r«
was assisted by Miss Gl.»dys McAlpin. Mis* Mar-
gueritrj Jan-inn. M M Madeleine. W«Bpi«. Mi**
Florence Alker. Miss Eleanor Fowler and M^*
Marjorie Smllte. A theatre party ColXoirad ia &*
evening.

Mrs. Paul F. Bocner Introduced hsr dfzjhtsr.
Miss Lecni* Alexandra, at * reception which *£•
gave yesterday afternoon at her horn*. Nc. '- TTert
16th street Assisting in racafstac w«ra M^
Katharine Duane. MftMGertruda Slocuth. MUs Itrr-
othr Hayden, Miss Margaret Elagden. Mis? Grac»
Jones, Miss Virginia J«rome md Miss D^rodsy
Toler. A supper an>i dar.ee followe-i.

. Mis» Saaaa Fish Dresser was also praieat-id la
society -e-s-erda- at a reception ri"?n to*

Smother. Mrs. Douglas W B^rsharr:, it tsr
house fn East M\u25a0 street. The detrataata *••
assisted In receiving ty Mifs Angelica
Brown, Miss Gertrude Ofgcer. Miss Elsia Sea-
ford. Miss Gladys Bruce Munucrd. M:?s CLira
Farjo, Mis* Evelyn WitherN*-*. Miss Viols: Ojss-

man. Mlas Hilda Hisa and Miss Marian Smyth. A
few men were invited to supper, nhioh >;law«a\

and afterward the parK" went or. f> ths Sarirdar
Evening Dan:*. AanM«i b* gi'en fcj 3fls»
Dresser InFebruary at De'mcnicc's.

Mrs. Ambrose C. X!n?s'.ins save a raiaprlon. yes-
terday afternoon at her ho\:33 !n Fifth rrenua ::>
introduce- her da'^shtsrs. Miss Marjorie tn3 M;s«

Muriel Kingsland. Assisting la rec^'.rins wer*

Miss Hfeiaa Ccstar, Miss Virginia Hu—37. Msi
Beatrice Ciaaia, Miss Jeanetta Kiss*!. 3liss lisa
Suydarn. Ml«» Blanch* Oe!rV:h? ani Miss Jan«t
Townseni

Mr. and Mrs. William Greenouyh asa recel-.inj
congratulations on the birth or a fiaajhter. Sirs.
Greenou?h was Miss Charlotte "Warren, £a.nshze?
of M: sud Mrs Whitney *Varr^n, aai her car-
riage to Mr. Gr-enough took place InSt Tbttutfi
Church % ••\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0 ajo.

Mrs. James H«nry Smith ant ;n %'•» Tcr*
*•-- 5; v from 2Tur/>r>e, and is at th* Plaza.

The first of the Saturday Ev-cirg Dasc«s for
this season, now und*r the direction d Sin.
Charles R. Huntingdon, took placa. last rj^ht t»
Dtlmonicc's. Mrs. Hunttngton was aaataaa ta re-
ceiving the guests by Mrs. E- Morgan &tti=«::.
Mrs. John Clarkson Jay. Mrs. F. LivingsToa ?«r
and Mrs. Lindsley Tappin, and ar»;op.? th» etlis-
patronesjes were Mrs. Sackett W Barcla-. Mrs. T.
Tllden Brown, Mrs. Henry Lewis Morri*. .Irs. L.
Jacquelin Smith and )fn Charles E. aar.la. TV
cotillon, which was started at an early hour, was
led by Russell Landale, who had M:«s Doris
cott Bisse'l for his partner. Tl^e fa-.cr3 czzslsz-*
of fancy bass for the worsen and liuntirjprtati
for •-.«>

—
•-.. A buffet iuyper tis served.

— .
the rcembers are Miss Anna L. Snor!. il:s» Mar-
jorie Wnitlocki Miss Christine WMtehotOe, IHm
Mary McKlra Wilde, M;s« Ma- Ludlow Bc;ar.
Mis« Cornelia Brown, Miss Ruth Dan a, Miss Grac*
Delafleld, Miss S-jaaii F. Dre?ser. illas La-.c*
Emmet, Miss Josephine Gibson, Ids ComeUs.
Hcyt, Miss Hilda Hiss, Mia» Dorothy McAlsir.
Miss Esther McCulloush. Miss Vera Onati-.ia. ll!ss
Eleanor Rodenwaid, 31:53 EMiabeth Wfaxtltrop

Stevens. Miss Miriam Blaster.. Miss Harjcria Clin-
ton, Miss Margaret Carsoru Miss Ar?»i?ca Scixsyler
Church, .Miss Charlotte r'slaf.eld, M!ss Alice Fe!-
lowes. Miss Susan Drake, ili-ss Charlotte Irvrn*
Grinnell. Miss Virginia Duase. Mis3Asr.a T. Gar-
dicer. Miss Edith V. C. Jay, Miss 3arbara Mum:.
Miss Mary Morris Ostrander. Lawrence At^erbory.
Henry L. Bogert. J». Irving Kuctingtoc. Phdip
Van Rensselasr Sohuyler, Waldon and James D.
Pell. Ezra Prentice, Leonard Sulli^aa asd Oliver
C. Wagstaff.

Mrs. Char!-:* A Chllds »a— a theatre partr las?
night for Miss Katheryne Yoakum, the aaaa»af
her eon, Pauldiag Foedick, and after the all Cool
her guests to Sherry's for supper, In laa jartv
were Miss Elaoche Oelnchs, M \u25a0 Lisa S'-7ii=t
Mr and Mrs. Wagstaff, Miss Ccnstaace arr«B

Miss Gwendolyn Burden. Ml=3 Heies Le P.cy Miller.
Miss Bess's Yoakum. Miss Rot&tm Miss He'.er
Alexandra. . 3TUs Frances Haiden. Mr. and Mrs
William May Wrisht, -*I:S3 PrisciUa Srartcn. M!s«
Joan Wnltiidge Franklin Plunirr.er, La-tier XTtn*-
low. O. De Lancer Coster. Seymour Johss^r. ILir-
shall Kernochan. Francis BorraTJ Kogmar. jr..
Harry OerrtrT!s. Paulding Fbsdlck. s;e?i«2 Via
Renssalaer. PhilipMills, LT-'.e Hull. BXc&axd Hia%
Snowden Fannestcck and Cecil Laodalfl

affair* of this kind is the TaaderrTie orgsnlMS err
Mrs. I. BortJen Harrirnan. Miss Dorothy WUtaay.
Mrs. Ernesto O. Kabbrt an-1 Mr«. \r*b;- ±>-- \u25a0

IBurden and others for Tuesday evening at th^
Plaza, for the benefit of th« Pr*«tyterlan Hr-»-
ipita) tub*rci.iri»*l9 clinic. Boxes h*T* alread7 b*»-»
'taken by Mrs. William Dou«ta« Bloane. Mn. z.
H. Harriman, Mrs. Hamilton M'-K". Twombly.Mr*.
James W. Gerard. Mrs. Moaaa Tavlor Pyn<>. Jir».
-Harry Payne "Whitney an<l Mrs. W. K. Vaad«r-
:hi:t. Jr.

It is at the Plaza., too. that a series of ta.!>!;au»
from Japanese History with Japanese Hi <*•;;]

be \u25a0!>«\u25a0 on Friday In b*haif of the orthope<a--
ward of the New York Post Graduata Hospital, aal
also for the benefit of the Tridoits oi the :»paa«*»
soldiers who Ml in the war with Rossia. T?s» i*.
fair has been arranged by Mn«. Stephen H. T.
Pell. Mrs. Edward McVickar. Miss .Vatha'-e Haw.
land. Mrs TV. Aster Chanter and Mm* IxaaaWr.
with the assistance, of the Japanese artist, 11.
Kaw&be, arul dress rehearsals have taken plaen
at Mrs. McVickar's house. piEast s*th street, ar.<J
Friday afternoon at the Nippon Club, In W»st Cr^j
street. Among •-.«• patronesses are 3lrs. Stanley
Mortimer. M-« John Henrr Hammond. Mm.
Charles B. Alexander. Mrs. IT»nry Rogers HT»-
throp. Mr William Man:ea Mr? Douglas Sob-
lnson. Mr*.N*wbold YAgz?. Mrs. James L. Bare!**1

and Mrs. Grecville Kane. A number of Japaaea»
men and women livingin 'Sty York, aci tietr
children, will take part la the tableau- the T.rst a*
which willbe a representation of Japanese chCim
at play on Now Year's Day.

Count iLa-ssigiia, Consul General of ttal a^*
Countess Massls'.la will give a reception on Satar-
day afternoon next at the Waldorf to tna«? a*
eminent Italian historian, ' '

'sor Ferrero. tad
lime. Ferrero, daughter of Professor Lcsatrow,
who are row st»j-la? la Washington, at the Ita^aa
Embassy.

STATE PENSIONS.
From Th« Klnaira Advertiser.

In a recent issue "The Advertiser" callod atten-tion to the fact that the effort to establish a suitepension in this state for soldiers and Bailors of theCivil War Is to bo r«n«wed at Albany this whiteralong somewhat different line* than those provided
In the Cornell 011 lof last year. The measure haabeen prepared and submitted to the Governor by
the Department Commander of the Grand A.rmy
but has not been published in detail, it Is said to
b« mrdellefi after the Pennsylvania bill which waspasserl by the last Pennsylvania Legislature andvetoed by the Governor because Itmad« no pro-
\l«ion for the necessary revenue. The bill ha»
been changed and willbo again proposed when th«Pennsylvania Legislature meets

Through "The Scranton Republican" we learn
that the Per.nsylva.nla Mil provides for a pension
bs->ard of three members, each receiving a aalarv
of 12.500 and a tension commissioner, with a salary of $5,000. The Governor is to appoint them
They are to hrvire a chief clerk at $1,800, five clerksat $1,700 a y-ar. nine clerk* at 1900 a year astenographer et $1,000 a year and a messenger' «iJ9OO a ] ear. The appropriation to be rai-rfr.l hv
the Milla 14.500,000. The bill further provide, thaiail applications for the pension shall be filed withthe pensior. board, which shall have the rower totermini, the right* of each applicants to receivepensions. such decision to be final with «he rSrht
to rtopen case*.

' "•BI

"Ilikes to see a man tend to his own business
"

said Uncle Eben. "but some o' dese monopolistic)
people has de Idea dat nobody but d«m aln* got
no business to have any business."

—
Washington

Star.

Blnßo—Do you think he can afford to Keep a
motor?

Wingo— ought to. He's been an- amateur
photographer for three years, and that didn't
break htm.

—
Philadelphia Inquirer.

Writing to "The London Dally Mall" on "New
York: An Impression," Sir Harry Johnston says:
"New York, with some four millions of Inhabi-
tants, struck me as being not only more beautiful,
healthier, better fed. and happier than London,
but as being far better endowed with educational
facilities of every kind. Apart from those of-
fered by Columbia University, there are such
splendid free Institution* as the American Nat-
ural History Museum, the Museum of Art. the
Bronx Zoological and Botanical Gardens, and
last, but not least, th« finest aquvlum In the
whole world, that of the Battery, the old building
once the landing plac« of Immigrants and then a
concert hall."

Maryland Is going to 4iave a. three days' holi-
day at Christmas. As December 25 falls on Fri-
day, the next, day

—
a half-holiday

—
willnot be of

much use for business, and a petition to Gov-
ernor Crothers to declare it * legal holiday has
been granted.

Dinks The aeronauts wife seems to be so
anxious to carry out his wishes.

Winks
—

Yes, she Is the most dirigible wife I
ever met.

—
Illustrated Bits.

The Russian army recently celebrated the sev-
enty-fifth anniversary of the entry Into the ser-
vice of the doyen of officers. General Count
Millouttae, Minister of War under Alexander II
The venerable general, who Is InMa nlnety-tMrfl
year, entered the army when he was seventeen.
For twenty

—
from 1861 to I**l

—
was

Minister of War. For his services at the time of
the war "with Turkey he received flattering ac-
knowledgments, among other* the title of count.

CHRISTMAS PKOPPrVG.
When a woman Christmas shopping goes

. It'e very seldom that she knows
Just what she wants or where it will be found.

Hence this speech 6o»very maddening.
Disheartening: and saddening

\u25a0'I don't know what Iwant l'll look around."
Into many a store we. wandered,'
Wife and I.and gravely pondered

Over filings that would have suited. Til be bound..
There were gifts In great "profusion,
But she reached this «ad conclusion:

"Idon't see what Iwant
—
I'll look around."

"Here's a very lovely trinket
But. my dear. Ihardly think it

Really suitable for Katy." then she trot \u25a0

"No,Iguess ITrillnot take it.
For the dear child's act to break It.

ItIsn't what I
—

I'lllook around."
Do you wonder Iam leary
Of these shopping tours, and weary?

Do you wonder that my teeth I'ye madly croun-1?
"When 1 thought she'd buy a. present
She remarked !n manner pleasant.

"No, it isn't what !want
—
I'lllook around."—
Detroit Free Press. .

"Some day," writes a Paris correspondent from
Constantinople, "the Turks will have regularly
Ordered elections, with adequate paraphernalia
and proper accommodations for voters. But
'some day* fs for off. ifone may Judge by what
took place at tie recent parliamentary election.
There can be no doubt that the Turks recognized
the importance of the occasion, and that every
voter felt that a new dignity had come to him.
One voting place which Isaw furnished a picture

to Illustrate this fact. The election place was In
the open, In front of a mosque. Beneath one of
the Iron barred windows a table had been placed,
and on this rested a trunk, of English make.
This was the ballot box. Four soldiers and sev-
eral uniformed Inspectors stood near the table,
and a curious crowd, from toddling boys to tur-
baned and bearded patriarchs, stood near, leaving
a passag»vrar, however, for those who came to
vote."

THE TAJjK OF TEE DAT.

Tfc"? significant feature of the news concerning

Che new Russian loan of $225,000,000 is not that
such a loan Is tc be mad* &ut that the govern-
ment has regarded the approval of th? "Douma

as an essential requisite to Its being made.
Progress toward complete parliamentary govern-

ment in Russia may be slow, but Itseems to be
certain, and no backward steps are likely to be
taken.

There are some peculiarities of logic In Mr.
Asquith's attitude toward the House of Lords.
He concedes the competency of the Lords to de-
feat important measures which are adopted by

the Commons. Yet he willnot permit the Com-
mons to be dissolved "at th« dictation and
Caprice of the upper chamber." He Insists that

the House of Lords is "Irresponsible," yet in
very Important matters he yields to Its power
and declines to appeal to the nation against it.
His course is doubtless the part of prudence, but
it is doubtful Ifitresults Inmuch practical legis-

lation or In greatly strengthening the Radical
demand for abolition of the Lords and the estab-
lishment of a Parliament of a single chamber.

IfIt is true that he gives twice who gives

quickly, ItIs equally true that he— more gen-

erally she
—

does Christmas shopping three times

as satisfactorily to all concerned who does It

both early In the season and early In the day.

Mr. Castro seems piqued because he Is not

taken in France as seriously as he takes him-
self. The point of view of Paris Is quite dif-
ferent from that of Caracas.

If tt be true, as stated, that the membership

of old St. Paul's Chapel has doubled in the last

five years and that there are now 452 enrolled
communicants, we must reckon that venerable
shrine among the most active and progressive
churches in the city and wonder with great

amazement that any one baa «v*r thought of
abandoning and destroying it.

the veteran* pl«» when all ©th«r araruTnents
tailed.

But the circumstances of this little drama of

the City Hall are not behind the footlights, how-

ever closely they may be allied to those alluring

fleams. They belong to th« everyday New
Worker who has long suffered from that per-

nicious sidewalk pest the ticket speculator, and
now sees, or hopes ho sees, deliverance at hand.

"We believe the Mayo^wlll let no merely senti-
mental consideration warp his Judgment on the

question before him. Ifhe wants to complete

this little drama In a style both moral and
artistic let him abolish the occupation of his
father's old orderly, and then, hT*bS finds the

veteran's claim just, get him another employ-

ment where he may support himself in his de-
clining years. It has been generally understood
that a Mayor can usually find a place for a
friend when he wants to, and It Is even hinted
that some of those Jobs are not too arcJwms for
the failing strength of a man old enough to
have been an orderly under General McClellan.

CUBA'S VAIS FBARB.
The T.mm«'nt& of a part of the Cuban p»-ess

on the President's message which we reprinted
the other day are a little surprising, and if they
do not cause discouragement they at least cause
regret that any cue in that Island should take
so mistaken a dew of tbe President's words and
should so misapprehend the disposition and in-
tentions of the American government and people.
Sorelj the Cuban people have abundant cause to
regard Mr. Roosevelt with gratitude and confi-
dence and to cherish the same feelings toward
Mr. raft Itwould be Impossible to find two
livln? Americans from whom respectively they
have received and may expect to receive more
benefits. We should think that the records of the
two men and of the American government In
gf-neral for the last ton years would forbid
Cubans to Indulge the rain feari and unworthy
suspicions which are now expressed.

Referring to the American intervention of the
bud two years, which was undertaken reluc-
tantly by our government at the urgent appeal
ft the Cubans themselves, the President reminds
the people of that Island that "the only way a
"people can permanently avoid being governed
"fro without is to show tint they Loth can and
"willgovern themselves from within." On what
conceivable grounds can those words be esteemed
unjust to Cuba, as one paper says they nre?
They nro the statement ofan Indisputable truthThey contain no Intimation that Cuba Is notableand willing to govern herself from within On
the contrary, they are Immediately coupled witha strong expression of hope and belief that 6h«
la thus able and willing. Do our Cuban friendspropose or wish to show that they cannot or
will not govern themselves from within it is
Inconceivable. Yet only ifthey did so could the
President's words be rightly considered in anysense a menace to them, and even tben they
would not be unjust Nor can it be maintained
that there was no occasion for such a reminder
in the President's message, seeing that twice In
recent years the Inability or unwllUncness of
Cuba to govern herself from withinhas made itnerespary for her to be governed from without
and that at the argent request of the Cubans
themselves.

Still more unwarranted is the declaration of
another paper that "at the fh«r political COnvul
•'sion Mr. Taft is explicitly authorized to blot
"out evon the name of the republic." That is so
exaggerated as to be fantastic. There If'in the
President's message not th* remotest hint of
••hat •Mr Ttfr willdo or will not do in 307

There are other equally Important resources,
however, which under proper management will
be perpetual, and which even the fullest use will
not exhaust, though reckless misuse of them
would destroy them as Mire.lv as those first
named. These are the elementary resources of
field, forest and stream

—
the soil, the trees and

the supply of water for drinking, for power and,

for navigation. Itis an interesting circumstance
that all three are inseparably united, the con-
servation of all three depending primarily upon
the preservation nd cultivation of one. The
equable flow of our rivers, so essential for navi-
gation and so valuable and of pneh Increasing
value for power as the supplies of coal, oil and
gas diminish, depend? absolutely upon the pres-
ervation of the forests as natural storage reser-
voirs. Upon the same conditions depends the
protection of vast areas of fertile soil from be-
coming sandy and arid deserts.

The meetings of the Rivers and Harbors Con-
gress, the Conservation Commission and similar
organizations are therefore most encouraging.
They indicate an awakening of the national
mind to the urgency of prompt and radical re-
form Id our methods of dealing with natural re-
Rources Ifwe are to avoid Incurring, perhaps for
ourselves and certainly for not remote posterity,
the Irretrievable ruin which has overtaken other
lands Especially urgent is the need of preserv-
ing our Eastern mountain forests, in New Eng-
land and throughout the "Appalachian system.
For while forests on the plains may be replanted
it is humanly and physically impossible to re-
place forests which have once been stripped?
from mountain sides. For with the disappear-
•nee of the trees the sot] Is swept away, and
nothing remains but steep wastes of naked rock,
tie parents of alternate drouth and flood. And
since the streams which proceed from these
mountains are 'he most valuable of all, it is no
exaggeration to say that the most urgent and
the .most Important work of conservation of re-
sources now before this nation is the preserva-
tion and cultivation of whet remains of the for-
est areas of the White and Appalachian mom*
talm

OOifMOX SEXSE AXD THRIFT.

There has never Inall our history been a more
encouraging spectacle, so far as the material
welfare of the nation is concerned, than that
which Is to-day presented by the rarlon* gather-
ings and movements for the conservation of our
natural resources and the fuller utilization of
our natural facilities for commerce and Industry.

It Is of course high time for such action to be
taken. Tbe reckless profligacy and wasteful-
ness of this nation In the last two or three gen-
erations have probably never been surpassed, if
even equalled, in ail the annals of human folly.

Some of the damage which has been done is Ir-
reparable and must be bequeathed as a legacy
of misfortune and deprivation to posterity. To
whatever extent ItIs possible to check and even
to repair the damage, and happily such extent is
still considerable, every motive of thrift and of
duty, of prudence and of justice. Impels the na-
tion to prompt and energetic action.

- -
The ultimate exhaustion of coal, iron, copper

and all other mines, oil and gas wells and simi-
lar resources is Inevitable. The reflection that
this Is so, however, should dictate the most eco-
nomical methods in utilizing all those resources
which are incapable of perennial renewal. Itis
notorious that in the coal, oil and gas industries
there has been enormous waste. Some of Ithas
been and is unavoidable. Much of itmight be
and should be prevented, and would have been
prevented except for the shortsighted and selfish,
policy which reckoned it cheaper to be wasteful
so long as plentiful supplies were available than
to be thrifty and saving with an eye to the fut-
ure. Thf-re has been too great an inclination
practically to say. "After us the deluge"

—
use

and to waste with lavish hand, leaving the prob-
lems of irreparable depletion and exhaustion to
the unfortunate future.

ly desired and determined that they sboujd not
be settled if they could help itThat disposition

seems now very largely to have subsided, and we

may confidently assume that an amicable and

final settlement of the long pending Issues Is.
now in sight.

The obstreperous and obstructive disposition

which we have described was manifested chiefly

by those who favored, or professed to favor,

either the commercial \u25a0\u25a0ten or the actual po-

litical union of the two countries. Probably

some of those visionary propagandists were sin

cere and benevolent. They were certainly all
deplorably misguided, as we have repeatedly in-
dicated. We ar<» indeed Inclined to think that
nothing else has done half so much harm to

Canada and to the relations of the two countries
as the loose toughed chatter of commercial
unionists and annexationists who have seemed
Incapable of appreciating for a moment even a
tithe of the gigantic problems, ifnot the insu-
perable difficulties, which their fantastic fads
involved. Itis of hopeful significance that all
such talk has now subsided, and that instead of
keeping np bickerings to force each other"? hands
both countries are now practically intent on

placing: their mutual relations upon a satisfac-
tory basis, as the relations should .be between
two great nations which are bound always to be

next neighbors and are almost equally bound
always to be separate and Independent states.

A DRAMATIC APPEAL.

A strong appeal to Mayor ICcClellaa ifilings
was made at the hearing on the anti-ticket «p«c-
ulatlng ordinance on Thursday when a war vet-
eran laying: claim to having been an orderly to
the Mayor'fl father pleaded that his occupation
as a speculator Lfl not taken away from him.
Th« Situation is dramatic. If we were putting
It on the ttaga «•: should have Mr. McClellan
yield with tears Inhis eye* to the heartrending
petition of th% old soldier and veto the ordinance
on th« spot amid the applause of the weeping
gallery. To make ita moral as well as an artistic
production, however, we should have to pi;tur«
a Mayor, tempted to approve a wicked meagre,
turned to a better course at the las* moment by

*
If comparatively little of this work appeals

strongly to popular appreciation, such Is not
true of thf. service to medicine rendered by the
recipients of the medical prises. Koch, Bearing,
Ross, I.nveran, Finsen. Pavloff, MetclinlkotT
and Erllch have either bunted for the causes of
disease or an effective method of fighting it.
To lessen appreciably the varied suffering
which comes from sickness (m d death Is a
labor -that does more than Justify admiration.
It!nsplr»»« universal gratitude.

THE PURPOSE OF THE VOBEL PRIZES.

The recent bestowal for the eighth time of the
prizes for which the inventor of dynamite pro-

vided in his will naturally invites a fresh,

consideration of that munificent endowment
Nobel's aim was to recognize handsomely such
an exercise of the finest human faculties and
instincts as might be expected to conduce most

largely to the welfare of humanity.. Though his

own pursuits were scientific, he did not limit
his pecuniary encouragement to science. He

was able to perceive the grace which literature
adds to life, and also to realise the benefits
which would result from putting an en! to

war. On? of his prizes, therefore, Is awarded

for literary excellence, another for the advance-

ment of the cause of peace, and three for

scientific achievement
One of the most remarkable features of the

foundation, however. Is that it ignores the pro-

fession In which Nobel was himself trained.

Like Ericsson. Nobel was a mechanical en-

gineer; at least, early in life. Itmight have

been supposed that he would have had a lively

appreciation of the service rendered to man-
kind by devotees of that branch of scienoe in
the past: for Instance, In developing improved

means of transportation and appliances for the
operations of manufacture. He could not have
imagined that that chapter of history had
closed. For a man with his particular experi-

ence to show a preference for other departments

of study must h* regarded as more or less
strange.

Perhaps the science of physics is the most ab-
struse and least practical of the three for con-
tributions to which Nobel prizes are awarded.'
Among the researches which have thus far been
honored are Inquiries into the nature and size of

the atom, the characteristics of radium and the
phenomena of radio-activity. Of these the only

one which has yet had any useful application Is
R(sntgen*s accidental discovery of X rays.
Something may eventually come from Lipp-

mann's work in color photography, honored this
year with the physics prize, but It has hardly
been of service to Industry. Nobel's principal
work, the invention of explosive?, primarily for
blasting but Incidentally for military use, was
essentially chemical in character. Hence it is
easy to understand his wish to promote pursuits
of a similar kind. In the eight awards for
chemistry up to the present time, however, one
can detect only two which have been won by
achievements of present practical value. By
perfecting the electric furnace llolasaa gave
to his professional brethren a new Implement,
and Fischer'? Investigation of uric acid may
help to elucidate some of the problems of
physiology. Van t' Hoff. Arrhenius and Yon
Beyer have, Instead, contributed to the theory
of chemistry. So has Rutherford, the prize
winner this year, and Ramsay, who discovered
« lot of new elements, for which the world has
not yet found any use.

FARES TO FLU ING.
While, there probably will r-e the usual

amount of complaint because of the decision of

Public Service Commissioner Bassett on Satur-
day sustaining the 10-eent fare to Flushing,

this decision, rendered on the merits of the case,

will meet with the approval of all who will
give the matter the careful consideration which

is due such a subject, but which Is sometimes
dispensed with in these days when popular
clamor is assumed by come to be sufficient

warrant for any action against a corporation.
One of the economic principles which people

are supposed to master early Inlife is that one

can't eat his cske and have it. too. People living

In Flushing, except such as were born in that

villago and consequently are creatures of cir-
cumstances, moved there, presumably, became

it offered certain advantages not to be found

in the more densely populated parts of the citr.

Most of them took into consideration the fact

that in return for the lower rentals, larger

lawns and purer air they would have to pay

more for transportation and spend more time
on th* cars In reaching their homes. That the
people of Flushing generally look at the matter
Inthis light may be deduced from Mr.Bassen's
statement that while the surface cars are run-

ning only partly filled during the rush hour, on

a 10-cent fare, the trains are crowded with peo-

ple who pay a still higher price for the ride.

As The Tribune brought out some time ago in

connection with the 5-cent fere to Coney Isl-

and agitation, through traffic is the most un-
profitable business for a transportation com-
pany charging but one fare. And this is still
more applicable to the" Flushing than to the.
Coney Island line. Itis a question ifany way

could be devised by which full cars of passes-

gers could be hauled from Flushing to the
Brooklyn Bridge, a distance of fen or twelve
miles, on a 5-cent fare, at a profit, taking into
account the value of the plant cost of equipment

and running expenses. To be sure, a person
can, on the subway, by getting on the car at the
Flatbush a venue- station and riding to Van
Cortlandt Park, get fully as long a ride for a
nickel, but were Itnot for the fact that in the

course of such a trip the cars are filled tad
emptied two or more times it is easy to Imagine

that so generous an arrangement might easily

bankrupt the operating company. It is the
short haul passengers who make the profits

for the streetcar companies, and the situation of
Flushing Is so peculiar that there can be no

valid ground for criticism of Mr. Basset?* de-
cision.

contingency. The intimation would be grossly

offensive it It were meant at Its face value,

which we have no idea it really is. Neither Mr

Roosevelt nor Mr.Taft nor am other responsible
American ever entertained any such notions a*

tiiose which are conjured up by this Cuba.n
paper. The United States originally intervene)!

in Cuba apalnst the government of Spain, wliiea

was then the only legal government of that isl-
and, in order "to secure In the island Ihe estab-

lishment of a stable government capable ft
"maintaining order and observing Its internn-

"tional obligations, Insuring peace and tranquil-

lityand the security of its citizens, as well as

"our own." The United States at great cost to

Hself did secure that end, and of course it*i \u25a0

not now mean to >t that end be lost But n
lone as the Cuban Republic maintains a govern-

ment such as President McKlnley described in

the word* which we have quoted it will be as

free from Intervention as the United State- it-

self. That It will perpetually maintain such a

status is the earnest desire and the present ex-

pectation of Mr. Roosevelt Mr. Taft and the

whole American nation.
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DOMESTIC—SSr Taft experts to visit the

3*ttainus of Pacana. in the latter part of Janu-
cr,- -_=r= President Roosevelt, Mr. Taft and
many other well known men were guests at the
«iriiier of tljc <;rieiron Club in Washington.
r

_
The 3V.<sf-<Z defalcation of Albert S. Hoogs,

teller Of the Beverly Pavings Bank, of Beverly.
Jtass.. may b-r les? than the $?.300 mentioned.
mrcordi-nz to advice* from that place.

-—-- —
The

i.jftroxen body of £. boy who had been accidentally

lulled while bunting was found near his home In
T^re-'r., N". Y. Thomas B. Dunn. State

\u25a0tTTeasurcr-^ct, announced at Rochester that
Ji« had selected Henry H. Pryor. of that city, as
Deputy State Treasurer. '/ Ex-Governor

k 'John L. Bates was named Et Boston a.« presl-
m Went of the Republican Club of Massachusetts
y ?or The ensuing year. Frederick Sken<*.

Estate ETif!ne*r, issued a statement at Albany to
*h« effect that eicrht hundred and twenty miles
<*t good roads had been constructed in this Etate
'\u25a0irt. the current year.

— ''- A commlttse was
•"\u25a0ftTr>«<3 by \u25a0"insurgent" member?" of the House, at

to consider changes la the rules.
') CITY-

—
Stock? rlofed \u25a0ttOOB \u25a0\u25a0:\u25a0\u25a0 The Hotel

•^.leTropol*-. at 42d rtreet and Kroadway. wss
3%ased for tlxt>-three, years at a total rental of
*4.410,000. e?tabliEh!n£ a new rc-eord in real
•*3T.ate transactions in this rity. = Bishop*
r.'ichols cf California t^aid "at J. P. Morgan had*oritributed $100,000 to the fond he had been
3-aisini- to l>ui'd ii^tvchurches in Baa Francisc.
r.. \u25a0 \u25a0 There was another cave-in at the site of

," ti» n»T drytloclc being built at the Brooklyn
?iav-- yard.

-——
It became known here that

<he- papers in •- Standard OH ?uit r.f -|Ssn. h\<-\-.
throw £oubt an some testimony iri the present

~fstandard tuit, bad been found.
THE V,GATHER-Indications for to-day:

\u25a0 sncreaE-ii!fir cloudiness, with probably rain or
e-now. The tempera tTJre yesterdaj*: Highest. 42
joe£rrees;-love£t, 21.

i
\u25a0 CONGRESS.— The Senate mas not in session.

Vj^House: The billproviding for government
Investigation of abor disputes was killed, a

•JwvidS f« protection of aliens In the United
fetetes «s rasped, and a resolution firing the

trtuocW between Colorado, New Mexico ana
*ikJahoina was adopted.
t FOREIGN.—At least ten men were killed and

•Vftr Injured by the premature explosion of a
riar.t Wast in the Ba* OMspo cut In the. Panama

i'aeaJ Zone. :President Castro is said to be

-kuerv over his treatment by the French grov-

-trrlment: the newspapers of Paris are trying to

"\u25a0force the government to give reasons for aliow-*
ing Mm to visit the city- '\u25a0•\u25a0 = The battleship

"l^>er*gi3-preceding: the fleet on account of a i-ase

*if Eroal'pr-x op board, arrived at Colombo; a
tiippatchfrpm Washington said that no fears of
spread of th*> disease were entertained.
Samuel C Smith, a well-to-do manufacturer, of

«".&r!asTct3. X. V.. committed suicide on -i.rd a
steamer at Kirirjton.Jamaica. ===== The Young
Turk? were successful In the Constantinople
»lection, their candidates for th« new Chamber
having a lanre margin over their competitors.
r it was officially Elated at The Hague that
310lTartd contemplated no action against Venez-
uelan .merchant vessels.

-——
Heavy snowfalls

(
'

over thirty hours' duration were, reported"
ffum Montreal and other Canadian point*.==

•
j- xras announced in Paris that the. exchange of*
t-igr-atures- <o th» Frarsco-American extradition
treaty voulJ take MM there within a few

As usual at this time of the year, charitable
entertainments occupy a large pi»ce on the pro-
sTmmrs* of soelatr. Among the mcit Important

Dances are succeeding one another with a rapid-
ity somewhat unusual before the beginning of
January- Mrs. Led yard Stevens gives a ball at
Delmonlco'a to-morrow night for her daughter.
Miss Elizabeth Winthrop Stevens, who recently
returned with her' parents from Italy and who
is ("pending the winter with them at No. SI East
49th street. Stowe Phelps will lead the cotillon
with her. Mrs. Frederick. W. Whltrldge gives a
dinner dance on Thursday at her house, in East
11th street, and Mrs. Ambrose i*. Klnssland has
a dance on Friday at Sherry's for Miss Marjorla

and Miss Muriel Kiagsland. On Saturday evening
the first of the Metropolitan dances for young
girls who are to make their debut twelve months
hence will take place at Sherry's, with Mrs. W.
Bayard Cutting, Mrs. Bayard Tuckerruan. Mrs. F.
Egerton Webb and Mrs. Richard Mortimer among

the patronesses. A week from to-morrow Sherry's
will be the scene of a dance given by Mrs. John
W. Mlnturn for her granddaughter. Miss Dorothy
Tuckerman. On Tuesday week Mrs. E. H. Harr!-
man has a dance for her debutante daughter.

Miss Carol Harriinan, at her house, In Fifth
avenue, and Mrs. W. K. Vanderbllt, Jr.. a dinner
dance, also at her home. A week f.om Wednes-
day comes Mrs. Henry Palrfleld Ojborn's dance
for her debutante daughter. Miss Josephine Os-
born. and on Christmas Eve Mrs. Charles B.
Alexander gives a dance for her daughter. Miss
Janetta* Alexander, at her house, in West ISth
street. Other dances In the near future are those
to be given by Mrs. George Jay Gould for Miss
Marjorie Gould, at' the Plaza, on January 7. and
by Mrs. B. H. Harr!man at her nous«. in Fifthavenue, on January 13 and N.

New York's holiday season is already under
Tray, and although Christmas is still twelve days

off all th« activities and interests of society are
Influenced by its atmosphere. By the end of this

woes B~hool3 and colleges will be closing: their

doors for th* holidays, and the tows will be
filled with young people, -whose presence, es-
pecially at this time of the year, always consti-
tutes a notable addition to the gayety and to

th« animation of New York- They will bs con-
spicuous In the shopping districts, at ths fashion-
able restaurants, at the operas and theatres ana
at the various entertainments; and everywhere

the keenness and zest of their enjoyment will con-
tribute to fha cheerlness of Chrlstmastlda. While

most of the festivities that figure on the calendar

will take place In town, many house parties have
been organized at Tuxedo and at the various
country seats in the neighborhood of New York
for Christmas and New Year's, while some, as
for instance Dr. and Mrs. W. steward Webb, will
take their guests away off to Vermont, where at

Shelburne- they have a large estate that has
much in common with the great country places

In England, and where they always have a num-
ber of relatives and friends staying with them
for the holidays. Mrs. Roosevelt's dance at the
White House on December 2S for the debut of her
daughter Miss Ethel Roosevelt will also take
a number of people away from town to Washing-
ton, where they will probably remain over for the
more or less official entertainments that always
take place- there at the beginning of the new year.
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