
Senate Plans Investigation of Entire

Body.

SECREmT SERVICE GRILL.

HORSE DRAGS OFFICER.

The companies Insist on freedom with refer-

ence to the creation of yards and terminals,

without reference to the city's future plans for
running streets through these yards.

Proposed street improvements in Qua ns,
value,], probably, at 110.000.000, are halted by

the 'lash between the companies and the city.

The existing state law under which the rail-
roads wlah to continue is a delusion and snare j-o

ing to permit the city to tak» advantage at any

future time of more favorable terms that might

be fixed by the Legislature.
Twenty-five thousand persons and probably a

few more stormed the Garden to see the race.

Of this number some fifteen thousand managed

to get inside, while the others, some of whom

held tickets, were turned, away, or driven away,

to be exact. Interest in the struggle was such

that the big amphitheatre for once was

far too smaJ!. even with every foot of space

utilized and with hundreds banked around the

fence at both ends and packed six and eight

deep around the inner rail. Political meetings,

horse shows and six day cycle races draw treir
crowds, but it is safe to say that this particular

Marathon run filled the Garden as never before.

The streets in the vicinity of the main en-
trance In Madison avenue become congested two

hours before the time set for starting the rsce.
Before it o'clock Madison avenue between 2<sth
and 27th streets was filled witha struggling mass
of humanity, many of them holdmg tickets, who
fought and clamored for admission to the Gar-

den.
So long as the doors swung open the cong«s

tion la the street did not become serious, but
when a little before J) o'clock, the hour set for
starting the race, Battalion Chief Beggin. who

was present as the representative of the Flre
Department, told Inspector McCluskey that the

Garden whs filled to its capacity and ordered
the doors closed, a scene of the utmost con-
fusion followed. Inspector IfcCluskey and
Captain ,

(
Hayes, of the new West _'«>th street

polic< station, were on duty at the Garden
with what was tdeemed a sufficient force of

men. but they were literally swept off their fret
by the crowd that surged from all directions
toward the Madison avenue entrance.

A hurry call was sent to the West 2Oth street
station for the reserves, and the men came up

at the double-quick. Lines were formed all
around the entrance, and none were allowed
to pass, whether they had tickets or not. Then

the poUce got busy, and the crowd that Jammed
Madison avenue in front of the main entrance
was driven back and the police lines extended.

At first the order Includei holders of tick< of

all sorts, and many who had purchased tickets
in'advance to see the ra« were ruthlessly

turned back a block from the entrance Later

this order was modified, and holders of box
seats were permitted to> approach the entrance

and go into the Garden After an hour's hard

work the police succeeded in clearing the streets

of those discontented ones who had tickets of

admission and who were unable to get in and

those who had simply been drawn to the neigh-

borh iby curiosity.

Police Captain Ilnyop estimates thnt there
were fiftt-en thousand persons In th<* Garden
when the race started •

Inside a scene was presented that has rarely ;

Cuotlnuc-d oo truth peje.
*

Monster Crozcd Storms Garden to

See Bace—Italian Runner Fails
. . . in.Last Mile.

Tom Longboat, • the famous Canadian Iniian
runner, defeated Dorando Pletrl, of Olympic

Marathon fame and conqueror of Johnny Hiyes

two or three weeks a*ro. in the Indoor Marathon
run at Madison Square Garden last night. The
time for the distance.. 26 miles 385 yards, was
2 hours, 45 m'nutes. 5 2-5 seconds.

Dorando collapsed In the fourth lap of the
twenty-sixth mile, and Longboat loped home an
easy winner, to the wild shouts of the crowd.

The men ran in close company for the greifer

part of th"» distance, with TVirando forcing the
pace, except for an occasional sprint on the part
of the Indian, as if to try his opponent oi;f At
the twenty-fifth mile Dorando was in front, but
shortly afterward he began to show sigr< of
distress, and th? crowd was prepared for his
sudden collapse in the last mile, when he fell
to the track with a crash that brouKht every

man and woman in the Garden to their feet.
It was a sensational ending to a sensational
race, and recalled his .-ollapse in the Olympic

Marathon run in England last summer, when
he reached the stadium first, but \v*as helped
across the line, and later disqualified in favor of
John J. Hayes. ,

The runners were ahead of the record made
in the Dorando-Hayes race in the Gardei two

or three weeks ago up to th" twenty-fourth

mile, when the fast pace began to tell. At the

end the time was 2-5 seconds slower lan

the previous mark.

LONGBOAT, THE INDIAN,

WINS MARATHON RUN.

DOBMDO IN COLLAPSE

8.1 I) CHINESE FINANCE.

Hurke Ht the risk of his life jumped for the
horse's head at Havemeyer street and B
way, an.], although he was Ctrl and bl

his uniform torn, managed to steer the horse

and the heavy wagon into a post in the middle

of the plaza. Hundreds saw the policeman's ad
and he was loudly cheered by the crowd Fifty

or more persons left their cards at the bridge

station, to which Burke is attached, and it is
probable that they will accompany the report

Policeman Prevents Runaway Dask-
ing Into Croicded Plaza.

Dragged for more than a block clinging to the

bride of a runaway horse. P«tmlm:in Burke, of

the Traffic Squad, brought th" animal to a stop

within 8 few teet of a crowd of persons on the

Williamsburg plaza of the Williamsharg Bridge

during the rush hour last night His work will

be x \\f subject of a special report which will be

sent to Commissioner Hingham by his captain.

The horse in Its wild rush through P.h

fr,,m Rodney street howled over a woman and a

baby carriage and smashed Into a ct

Ralph avenue surface car

The law give? the powers of the old Railroad
Commissioners to the Public Service i''immi.H-
sion, and as the railroads construe It the\ are
entitled to hearings at every successive step

for every crossing affected Worked out in a
practical way. this would mean that the city
w.: ild have tf> fix one grail.' crossing ai a time,

without r<f»r.nee to any genera] policy <>f Im-
provement, and that the costs would pile ap In
the old-fashioned way.

The city's expenditures nave l»>-n in* ;•

at such an alarming rat- tor the last ten years
that the Hoard of Estimate has determined to
fight for the proposed chsnge, htvotvini
does a radical departure in tta d< ft rlth t!u-

railroad companies, and ihi saving literallj- of
millions of dollars «lthin the next ten y> ars, If
the citj's pi ma carry.

THE PROPOSED AGREEMENT.

The proposed agreement, which the companies
seemed at one time read) to accept, and the

(nntiuurd SB (hlrilpagr

DEWEY S WINES FOR HOLIDAY GIFTS.. . ypeciai Offt-r ' ases, «4.mi, »6.«0. J6.75.
H T. Uewey & Sons Co.. 138 Fulton St.. Sttw York.
•-Advt.

Another embarrassing feature \u0084\u2666 the case is

that under the law as at ;>rt-sent gonstrued the

railroads can go ahead and make costly Improve-

ments on their roadbeds, greatly Incri
trackage, and \u25a0 harge three-quarters "fit to the
city

far as grade crossings In this riiy are con<-erned.
Briefly, the law provides that half the cosi of
changing grades made necessary by the opening

of streetß be charged to the municipality, one-
quarter to the state and one->iuart^r to the com-
pany. This looks well on paper, but It does not

work out to the city's interest.

STATE SKI.I'I'M PATH IX CUT.
The law as regards the percentage to he borne

by the state is a dead letter, the city authorities
say. In only one Instance since consolidation
has the state borne any part of the cost of a
grade regulation, and that was in Avenue U, in
Flatbush. several years ago. The state appro-

priates about $130,000 a year for its proportion

<if the cost of changing grade crossings, and all
thi# money is used outside this city Therefore,

instead of paying only half the cost,

to shoulder the state* quarter as well as its own
half.

Chlnu needs money badly, says the dispatch,
yet the way in which loan saonsya are wasted
is bound to shake foveig] confidence, and in-
vestors will ceas? to 'lend psj the government

guarantee without an effective supervision over
sxpendilura, x

The diplomatic body la urging the Chinese
government to sd pi Immediate measures to
check the currency chaos, the issue of bank-
notes by irresponsible banks and the uaUtanited
issue of provincial notes not protected by a
cash reserve

Serious Trouble Reported Brewing
jn the Empire.

London. Dec 1.1 "The Times'' prints a long
Peking dispatch on the Chinese finances and
currencj It saya tJvit the financial condil
i"him will presently t» causing considerable

•ng from the heav) fall h. | subsidiary coinage, •

revenues overspeculatioi "• overtrading \u25a0\u25a0•

native merchants In great |

numerous failures

[From The Tribune Boraatt.]
Wsjshtaartoß, Dec. !."».—Pro?'.. lent R-v>«eve!C

sent a special message to Cona;r ess to-day de-

nouncfi % the chargi r^erardir.g the pTirchss 1
*

of the Panama Cana! property by the United
States as false and libellous, speaking o£
Joseph Pulitzer as the "real offender." and
saprhig thai the Attorney Ger.eral 'has under
consideration the form in which the proceed-

ings against Mr. Pulitzer shall be brought."

The rr.e?- served to clear the air of th>

various unfounded nunon which have been,

circulated, and is so complete in every det3»i
that the Senate leads say this evening that

itseems t" dispose of all necessity for an Inves-
tigation. The Senate so carefully investigate!
every phase of t!w PananM transaction scma

j-ears ago that Penators have all along been
unwilling to attach much importance to tha

various rumors of malfeasance, but some oZ
them were disturbed o\er the refusal of "''»-
iam Nelson Cromwell to reply to ths questions

put by the late Senator Morgan a3 to who got

the money. 9ff Cromwell has now ssahssl
this information, however, and Senators ex-

press themselves as doubtful if there are any

more pertinent questions whicn can be asked.
In the House the same osfcrioa seems to pre-

vail, but Mr Rainey, the author of the resolu-

tion calling for an inquiry, is unwillingto loa»
the notoriety which that measure promised him,

and insists that he is still a -doubting Thomas"
and that he 'must be shown." The force of,

the President's denunciation of those responsi-
• ble for the rumors which have been In circula-
tion caused some amusement among the mem-

bers of both Houses, and there was hUBShtJBf'
when that part of the message was read.

THE PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE.

The text of the message follows:
To the Senate and *House of Representatives!

In view of the constant reiteration of the
assertion that there was some corrupt acticfti
by or on nehaU or" the United States govern-
ment in connection with the SCquisitiOJl of tr«.a

title of the French company to the Panama.
Canal, and of the repetition of the story that
a syndicate of American citizens owned either
one or both or" the Panama companies. Ideem
it wise to submit to the Congress all the in-
formation Ihave on the subject. These stories
were first brought to my attention as published
in a paper In Indianapolis, called "'The News/*
edited by Mr. Dels Smith. The atoriea
were scuit and* libelous in character ari-1
false in every essential particular. Mr. Smitil
shelters himself behind the excuse that ht*

re ly accepted the statements which had ap-
peared in a paper published in New York. •Tf.»
World." owned by Mr. Joseph Pulitzer. It is*
idle to say that the known character of Mr.
Pulitzer and his newspaper are such that tha
statements tn that paper will be believed by
nobody; unfortunately, thousands of persons
are ill"Informed in this respect and believe tha
statements they se« In print, even though
they appear in a newspaper published by Mr.
Pulitzer. A Member of the Congress has ac-
tually introduced a resolution in reference to

these charges. Itherefore lay a. the facts
before you.

The story repeated at various times by "Tha
World" and by its followers in the newspaper
press is substantially as follows: That there
was corruption by or on behalf of the govern-

ment of the United States in the transaction
by which the Panama Canal property was
acquired from its French owners; that thera
were improper dealings of some kind betweeja
,nts of the governi \u25a0 I and outside persona,

representing or acting for an American syndi-
cate, who had gotten possession or the French
company; that amore these persons, who it
was alleged made "huge profits." wen Mr.
Charles P. Taft. a brother of Mr. William H.
Taft, then candidate for the pre>!r?enr>*. and
Mr.- Douglas Robinson, my brother-in-law;

that Mr. Cromwell, the counsel for thi Panama
Canal company in the negotiation?, was in som*
way implicated with the United States govern-

mental authorities In these improper transac-

tions; that the government has concealed \h&
true facta and has destroyed, or procured or
agreed to the destruction of. certain docu-
ments; that Mr. W. H. Taft was Secretary of
War at the time that by an agreement between
the United States government and the bene-
ficiaries of the deal a» traces thereof wer»
"wiped out" by transferring all the archives
and ""secrets" to the Anwri government. Jurt.
before the holding of the convention last Juna>
at which Mr. Taft was nominated.

These statements sometimes appeared hi t?i»
editorials, sometimes in the news columns,
sometimes in the sliare of contributions from
individuals either unknown or known f> be of
bad character. They are false in every partic-

ular from beginning to end. Th» wickedness
of the slander? Is only surpassed by th-=>lr.... So utterly baseless are the stories
that apparently they represent in part merely-

material .collected for campaizn purposes and
in part stories originally concocted with -i

view of possible blackmail. Th» inventor off
the story about Mr. Charles P Taft. for tn-
stance evidently supposed that at some period
of the Panama purchase Mr W. 11. Taft was
cjpCrPtary of War, whereas in reality Mr. W.
IT. Taft"never became Secretary of War until
long after the whole transaction in question ha^l
been closed. The Inventor of the Story aboQt
Mr. uglas Robinson had not taken ths
trouble to find out the fact that Mr. Robinson
had not had the sllehfst connection, directly f>r

indirectly, of any kind, or sort w ith any pha«e
of the Panama transaction from b<*Kinninst to
end. The men who attacked Mr. Root In ths
matter had not taken »he trouble to rear! the
public documents which would have inform«*<i
them that Mr. Root had nothing to do with
th<* purchase, which was entirely arrange!
througl the Department of Justice under tha
then Attorney General. Mr. Knni.

NO PROOF PRODUCED.
Now. these stories ns a matter of fact need

no Investigation whatever.. No shadow of proof

has been, or can h»». produced in behalf of^any
of them. They consist simply of a string -if
infamous libels. In form, they are in part

libels Upon individuals, upon Mr. Taft and Mr.
Robinson f«»r instance. But they are In fact
wholly, and in form partly, a libe! upon tha
Unite") Stnfps government. I<!'> not betiera
we should f'neern ourselTes with the part!<r>i-
lar Individuals «ho wrote the lylncand libelou*
editorials, articles frAm correspondent*, or ar-
tioles in the news columns. The real offender
is Mr. Joseph Pulitzer, editor and r>ri>pri-»tor of
"The World.** While th»- criminal offence of
which Mr. Pulitzer has )>»-*>n guilty is in form
a libel ut«>n Individuals! the gr»;ir injury dona
is In blackening the good name of the

'
Amer-

ican people. *It should not be left to a private

citbten to su«> ?.Ir P':litz*r for libel. He shouM
be prosecuted for libel by the governmental

authorities. In point of encouragement of in-
iquity. In r-'^nt of infamy, of wronic dotes;
there Is nothing to choos^ Netweer a puMio

servant who betrays hi* tru«^, a public servant
who is culltv of blackmail, or thefc. or finan-
cial dishonesty of any kind, nnd n man fculltv
as Mr. Joseph Pulitzer has be*n guilty in this
Instant It is therefore a hieh rational duty
fo brine to*Justice *his vWer of th*» American
people, this man «h" wantonly and wickedly
and without cne shadow o* Justification $e*?k*

to M.icken the character of reputable private

citizens and to convict th<* ?nvernment of hi*
own conntrv in the eye« «^f the rlvDhwd world
r>f wrrmrdolns of the basrst and ftouTest kind.' , •

AuguJta. C**a»l' Sam, Si!T>mervil!e and Sout?».
9:25 A. M. and 9:?5 P. M. Unexcelled service vfct
OnnsytvarU anil Atlantic Coast LjjicK. R. BcoSjdr
»vi". cor. 30tii

—
Advu

Mr. Bonaparte Considering Libel

Proceedmg* Government Has

Nothing to ConceaL

CALLS JOSEPH PULITZER

"REAL OFFESDER'

PBESiDEiIT DENIES
THE CANAL CHARGES

•
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Low. who was in the d
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JTJDGE TAFT'S SPEECH
Mr. Taft's speech follows:
T:r-* was. as the teat sp'^ker ha." rtvost elo-

QBentlv said. wh«*n ever>-body who employed
lkb'T was opposed to the labor union, when it
«-*5 r-garded as a menace. That time. Iam
Fl£d 'isay. has largely passed away, and the
rr.ar: to-day who opposes an nrganixation of
labor should be relegated to the last century.

I? has <->,ne marvels for abor and willdoubtless
do more. And what it will do for labor more.
•*

'-. tiw very particulars pointed out by the

'.srt speaker,
"

It will. Idoubt not. avoid that
refaction to a d*ad level of all irorklngmen,

>'h«"Th*r shiftless or earnest in th«-ir »nrk. It
•'•:;: by Ibe force of public opinion in th<- union
ltc,i* ..-TiM* th^ men 1n the union to feel that
It Fha:; not prove to have that ..ff. Ct Of level-
>.rX down: but shall encourage in levelling up.
rd That those who kad in energy can have
the leadership.

Th*-e w*«= a time, on th* other hand, waen
th<-:!=«* who !«>d labor in • •«.\u25a0\u25a0• \u25a0' labor
thought that the introduction of machinery was
egalnst the interests of labor. Many a tragedy.
many a controversy, arose from that, but by

rar«-ful <~onsio>ratfori and discussion that h?s
b*en eliminated and cease? to be a cause of
contention between the two.

Then sre have the combination of labor. Th*
trade aprr-^m^nt has sometimes presented an op-
portunity for controversy, but Ibelieve that all
eta now agreed that it is wise and makes for
Industrial peace.

The truth is that the tiny- has come when
the employer who says. "Ideal alone with my
own labor* and I<io not recognize a pen<r:ii in-
terest in what is done in respect to my labor,

is far behind th» tim«»s. and dors not recognize

what must exist for the benefit of labor, anil
\u25bc'hat those of us who sr» <-harp:«»d with general
policies must hope always t<» «-»<%ourapc, to wit:
Organization of labor on the on*- hand; the
recognition that It la. ior the time being. :i

O.sc to i,o represented by leaders, and. on the
ether hand that capitalists, too. may combine
in the jsame way in ord«r that the two jh.w.t-

fal elements may m«-<-t on a level ground— may
a*~t where neither is at arm's length «nd
bettoer at the mercy of the other.

\u25a0 mmoN ALL right.

Now Ifeel Borne hesitation and embarrass-
ment In getting up to talk on some of the sub-
jects that have been mentioned to-nignt. Iam
non <-r expect to be sworn ifIlive, to uphold

tow Constitution of the United States, and I
tr.ir.k. in expectation of tnai ooligation. Iought

to ra!!y to the defence of that poor, battered old

Instrument under discussion to-nignt. Ingr.-

that our system of government is a complicated
ODe. I s»gr~- that <-v<-n *\u25a0» gr.-at a statesman
as Mr Gladstone. wh«-n he «-:une to describe
W Jr, his paper ''Kin Across th- Sr-.V gay.-- uji

\u25a0ay attempt v, explain the conflicting Jurisdicr
Bons of th* federal courts and the state courts
to rr:a:.v respects, and yet i< \u25a0» I77«;wben w«
"*Ean &nd th- Constitution was adopted and put

In force :n 17S:<. and we have gotten along
pretty we]] with that Constitution.
Itis true that we Have hud at if.v.^s questions

-i

Mr. Taft's references to the Sbenm law were

g*r.ere.l!y regarded as a direct answer to Mr.

Inra^s. particularly Is references to Impres-

sionistic "ketches without true understanding of

tfc* meaning of the law. whether he intended
rich a construction to be put on his words or

rot. TV-re was much laughter in consequence,

but when he said that abuses of combinations of

capital must "be punished there was a storm of

real applause, by far the beartiesi of the even-
\u25a0lsg.

Mr. Ir^ralls was not opposed to regulation of
railroads end other corporations, but be wanted
euch regulation to be put in the hands of the

Interstate Commerce Commission and the bu-
r»ez of corporations, suggesting a comparison

\u25a0s\u25a0•5 \u25a0• the reajalattoD of corporations in England

ty tr«- Eoard of Trade.

In connection ••\u25a0•\u25a0\u25a0 need for such a law,

which he dwelt on strongly, Mr. Taft spoke of

the injustice ihat lay in the delays caused by

the clogging of the courts. He suggested the

oeaXtoa of a quasi-judicial tribunal that should
have the power of irrangtag compensation for

labortrs '.r.jured la the course of their work.

The active prosecution of a demand for such

irelkf Mr. Taft Bended to the federation.

MR. INGALLS'S CHALLENGE.

Melville E Ing-alls, who supported Mr.

Erven's candidacy this year, devoted himself to

aa :rr.passioned appeal for the repeal of the

Etenr.sn law, saying ... a campaign with
that end in -view would be the greatest work

the National Civic Federation could undertake
st this time. He said that the law was passed
twenty years ago, wh»n no one expected it to

be forced, and that the worst thing that
co-j2d happen to a cour.tr>- was tc have a law

en it? statute books that could not be en-
forced.

ther sentiment of Mr. Taft's
:• teal of applause. But there

Ehnstasm for what he
• sirability of an em-- • act. which he referred to at-• January, loot; 8 nor-

n Testdency,

ns was one of the speakers who
j idge Taft He Douched indirectly on

iispiites of Che campaign, and then
when he said:-

\u25a0 pnesstoa that Mr Taft- • less the President of Samuel
\u25a0

• any other man. Well"—and
:sed for a moment and smiled- - '"he won't

—
that's all."

\u25a0 replied to that remark, too, toward
i been vry pleas-- —

• -t here at this
;.erp and other

\u25a0

-
; know, and Iknow

that whatever may have happen-

f this coumry is all
i= my conduct as President of

rued, and Iwant to

B
• r tils statement that I

his President as that of any
\u25a0

1 he was not ready to part
• n enforcement was necessary.

•n of it was for the men who

the conditions Sketchy state-
\u25a0nations, were dangerous, said

• \u25a0 emphatically
\u25a0

roement rather than' •
Sherman anti-trust law last

B. fnganw had urced the

National dvtc Federation, who
Hotel Astor, to wotk for

'aw

Tetts National Cine F'deration That

He Intends To Be President of
All the People.

Russia Meets Austria's Proposals—
Annexation Left O]/<

B( Petersburg. De. 13.—The Russian govern-

nenl has sent Its final reply to the Austrian

note which was received here on December 1".

eompl . with the Austrian proposals regard-

ing the <-onvocati<.n of an Intel-nation congress

on the Balkan question. Tbia settlement of the
long and difficult negotatione between the Rus-

sian and Austrian governments assures the hold-
ing of the congress, but leaves the final dlspo-

sition of the annexation subject to further
sejarat* negotiations among the powers.

-!,*- Ilikit*stylish eyeglasses, rail at Spencer's;

sm Dew Blsigat Toric Pebbles. Now 31 Maiden i-ux-

Advu

./ CONGRESS ASSURED.

Peter Matthews tl;' dri\er, was thrown from

his Feat, . ad Miss Kc-Dy was badly shaken up.

.She was •-.(! from the carriage and taken into
th<- Play... Hotel. Inher iscitement Blie dropped

her gold mesh bag. and when employes of the

hotel wenl to the carri ig<- they found it had

been stolen. Tl.e carriage was smashed.
petrrson was ... t< <-n a charge of r-rkl'-ss

driving, and .'i«i additional charge of operating

th" machine without a license wa*made against

him.

The machine, which was owned by Charles

A Burbank, oi No. 7 Lafayette avenue, New
Krishton. w.is going north. As the chauffeur
started to t u£ii west in r»!tth street the car-
riage pproa< bed. The driver and chauffeur got

their signals mixed and the two vehicles came
together.

Miss Josephine Kelly Loses Purse
in Crash on Fifth Avenue.

An automobile, driven by Gunnar Peterson,

"f No. 15 _'i street, New Jiright'm. staten Isl-
and, crashed into a carriage In which was rid
Ing II

- ne Kelly, of No. 34 Kaat Mth

:t Fifth avenue and 30th street yester-

(ternoon. Miss K. ."> whs much bruised

Ii \u25a0) pure

AUTO CRUSHES CARRIAGE.

T) <• police saj he had a deputy sheriff's
badge, a revolver and a badge certificate. He

said that he was employed by the Merchants'
Collection Agency of Washington He was h.-ld

on charges: of attempted extortion and imper-
sonating an officer.

He told Captain Dooley that the man showed
him a shield and demanded promissory notes

• V J"> Reiner refused. and he '-harpes that
the -officer"" took him to a tenement house at

So. 105 Bleecker street and forced him to sign

tee Gersdo said that he would call (<n

iy to have the notes cashed. When (It-

pon c ;. i!ay for the money the detec-
tives grabbed him.

WWiamsburg Tailor Says Prisoner
Impe rso natcd Police man.

In the arrest of Michael J. Gerson in Wlll-
iamshurg yesterday, the police believe th»>y

have found the man who has caused many
tangles in the Police Department by pretend-
bag he was an officer and collecting various
sums of money from merchants and others in
this city. Gerson was r.rrested by detectives

from
' rd avenue station on complaint

of Samuel Reiner, a manufacturing tailor, of
No. IK- South ."'.il street, who said that Gerson

had arrested him and forced him to sign three

HELD AS BOGUS OFFICER.

Broken Rail Ahead of Train, but

Signals Stop It.
[By Tel»frraph to The Tribune. 1

East Orange, N. J.. Dep. 15.
—

Governor John
Franklin Fort had a narrow escape nm being
in a railroad accident while on his v^iy home
to-night. Just as the train on which was the
Governor and a number of state officials had
passed Trenton Junction, on the Pennsylvania
Railroad, it stopped so suddenly that the pas-
sengers were nearly thrown from their seats.

A broken rail had been discovered about a
hundred feet in front of th<» locomotive, and
the automatic signal had flashed the danger
signal upon the engineer so suddenly that he
was forced to use the emergency brakes. After
half an hour's delay the train proceeded to Jer-
sey City. There had been a wreck at this place
earlier in the day.

FORT NEARLY IN WRECK.
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SATS SOME CHANGES MAY.

BE NECESSARY,

MR. TAFT OPPOSES
TRUST LAW REPEAL

VOL LXVIII.. N° 22,676.

After a year or two of negotiations and con-
ferences, the city submitted a general map fix-
ing the {rrade? of streets in the Borough of
Queens. The companies at first s.»emcd to fall

in with the idea of having a settled policy about
grade crossings, but finally broke with the city

on these two important points:

The companies insist that grade crossings be

abolished by the city under the terms provided

hy the railroad law at the present time, refus-

The Board of Estimate will appeal to the
Legislature for relief. It will ask the Legis-

lature to exempt the c!ty of New York from
the operations of the general railroad law so
far as it bears on grade irowings.

The law which the city will a.=k for will fa-
cilitate its plans for regulating and grading

streets in the unimproved districts of the city,
putting a larger burden of coal for the improve-

ments on the railroad companies, and vastly

shortening the time for compelling the railroad
companies either to depress or elevate trarks
crossing city streets.

Municipality to Seek Grade Legisla-

tion in Albany to Save It from
Tremendous Charges.

After months of negotiation, which seemed to

be coming out happily, the city ha? broken with
trip Long Island Railroad and the Brooklyn
Rapid Transit Company -on erning a general
policy for the fixing of grades for streets 'hat
interest railway tracks in the Borough of

Queens.

L.I.R.R., TOO. TURNS DOWN
CROSSING PROPOSA L.

CITY AND B. R. T. SPLIT

Hints That German Agents Were
Connected trith Mutiny.

Algiers. Dec. 15.—An investigation into the

mutiny of a contingent of BOldtera belonging to

the Foreign Legion is said to establish the ex-

istence of a regular agency organized for the

purpose of inducing desertions from the For-
eign Legion. Since one or more. Germans are

alleged to be connected with this agency, and

since practically all the mutineers are under-

stood to be of German nationality, a rigid in-

quiry is proceeding to determine whether or not

the agency was involved in the mutiny.

The disclosures have caused a sensation in

view of the charges that a German agency's

influences were involved in the desertion of
several soldiers at Casablanca some months ago.

Thirty-two of the deserters were captured to-

day by gendarmes, and the arrest of the others

is expected soon.

FRANCE AGAIN AROUSED.

[From Th» Tribune Bureau. 1
Washington. Dec. 15. The resolution calling

for an inquiry as to what should be done with
reference to that portion of the President's
message that deals with the Secret Service

will be introduced in the Senate to-morrow,

according to the present plans of the leaders. It

Is not disclosed who will introduce the resolu-
tion, but he will.be a Republican Senator, and
In addition to following the lines of the House

resolution provision will be made for the in-

vestigation of-the entire Secret Service. Once
the resolution is introduced and adopted it is
prohable that the Senate will proceed slowly

It |a asserted at the House that the commit-

tee of that body is waiting for the Senate to

take some action, but that there is no lack of

courage among the members of the House com-
mittee, and that it will not fail to report.
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