
A Good Book Is the Best of Good Gifts I
NEW NOVELS

By the Author of "Scracinesca" etc.

F. M. Crawford's The Diva's Ruby $xV
"Mr. Crawford remains the matter of plot and altuation."— ledger.

By the Editor of "The Gentlest Art" etc.

Over Bemerton's By E. V. Lucas %[%
\u25a0'A book that Is a* good as a comrade. ... It Is the qualntness and
drollery, the charm and feeling of th« writer that makes it one of the most
alluring of recent books."— Argup. Third edition.
By the author of "Bob, Son of Battle."

The Gentleman By Alfred Ollivani ££
•\u25a0There Is no page nor moment when the narrative dn»s not pulsate with life,

grim humor, swift tragedy ... or softar relieving suggestion . . . a
romance of the sea that Indubitably Is a classic."— Record -Hera. -1.

By the Author of "The Loves of Pelleos and Etarre."

Miss Zona Gale's Friendship Village ££
A gift for the shelf of books which ire "favorite friends we "ever mean to
part with," as one reader wrlt-s. „
By the Author of "Coniston' and "The Crisis." Cloth,

Mr. Churchill's Mr. Crewe's Career **£
"The best story of American life ever written."—New York Trtbun*. .7 "-

NEW BOOKS FOR THE YOUNGER READERS

Mr. James Morgan's •*•« *»*»" of

Abraham Lincoln, the Boy and the Man f°£
••It Is a masterly composition ... a volume that ought to bei In every

American home as a remarkably faithful appreciation of Lincoln', life, char- sl.SQ-
acter and service."

—
Chicago Tribune.

Mr. Charles Major's exciting Uncle Tom Andy Bill +

says the Boston Herald.

Mr. John R. Spears'S fascinating volume

The Story of the New England Whalers S£
"The book reads like a romance but It Is more fascinating beca^«- It »s.true $t

-
0. . . the author makes It all very vivid and thrilling."—The Boston Raav

* -
NEW BOOKS FOR FRIENDS WITH SPECIAL TASTES

A companion of "The Gentlest Art"in uniform bind:*?.

The Friendly Craft a**,

By Miss Elizabeth D. Hanscom of smith coiuge g
by Mr. E. V. Lucas, named above.

Ella Higginson's Alaska— the Great Country g^S;
"She has succeeded in writing what might well be called a great feast] c*r**bvrnatl,
great subject."—Boston Transcript ~ 5^.41.
The. American "Highways and Byways" Series.

Mr. Clifton Johnson's '£*£.
Highways and Byways of the Pacific Coast *«*
"A more readable book of travel Is not often published." say. Th- Dial. $2.16.
Illustrated from photographs by the author.

Dr. John Wright's Some Notable Altars c/^v
"For its practical significance as well as for the associations It s-shrin-s, this Imp.S.tX.
volume Is warmly to be praised."— New York Tribune. With over 100 plates. nei

By the Author of "The Social Unrest."
"

Dr. J. G. Brooks's As Others See Us £.7S.7S «*:
"Fortunately the responsible task and the man have met, and a book cf very L. ma

The United States as a World Power Chtki
By A. C. Goolidgßi Harvard University. $2.00 ->\u25a0

"Intensely Interesting .. . practically what he has done
—

and has done by rrtsil,
extremely well—ls to examine the relations of the U. S. to other nations, and c

_ _
forecast their probable evolution." New York Times. ***\u2666

Mr. A. Lawrence Lowell's unique vorh of ao*,

The Government of England
~';

"Mr Lowell has successfully mastered a task which no other student of
_

political science, English or American, has attempted."
—

The Independent. —+-34-

The Fascinating History \u25a0• the Making of \u25a0 World. Cloth,

Mr. Psrciva! Lowell's Mars as the Abode of Life g££.
The theme of the book Is planetary evolution In general. Prof. Lowell fasc T~ _-jJ

*
nating studies of Mars are but a part cf his study of planetology. bridging lr>« »J ™" -
evolutionary s»P between the nebular nypotr.esis and the Darwinian theory. *:70.

Mars and Its Canals By the same Author. r..KJ

"Those who have the most vague conceptions cf astronomical studies will g, j_ nf*.

Immediately feel the charm and earnertness ef tnls unique volume." say the -"^ *'
critic • '

by mail,

Both volumes are illustrated u'!th plates {some of them in colors) repro- $2.70.
duccd from exceptional photographs.

By John P. Jones. D.D. a***,

India; Its Life and Thought. g^*£
"Any thoughtful person who wishes really to understand the India of to-day

_
,. willbe sure to appreciate the signal helpfulness of tnls book."

—
Chicago *-\u25a0\u25a0-,"•

Tribune.

U; a^r THE MACMILLAN COMPANY "ITe^.r j
Books and Publications.

The Christmas Problem
SOLVED

A Book for Everyone
CUBVEM JJOOfcS | CHILDREN'S BOOKSSERIOUS BOOKS

Life of T. U. Aldrlch
By FERRIS oiftaurr

"A very valuable addition to American literary biog-
raphy. ItIs nt oar* a work Of affection and dis-
crimination. •'

—
Chun mi.n Illustrated. $:< no net. I

I-ostpald. $3.20. ,
Alice Freeman Palmer

By obi \u25a0•:• i: PALMER
"A remarkable biography of a remarkable woman."—
Boston Transcript. AVlth portraits and views. $l.to

net. I'cetpald, $i.<;.".

John Keats
T«y ALBERT K. HANCOCK

"A IMernrj blOßrapny «nd an Interpretation which
will l>e appreciated by all admliers of the port."

—
Chicago Dial. Illuatrmtaa f2.«i«t net. Postpaid, $2.20.

I*. \V. Glider's Poems
"Many lovers or poetry will gladly welrotria th«Kn'tierlng together of Hi*oid UvoilKS of various col-

:
lectlons In one volume." -Providence Journal.

Household edition with portrait. 11.50 postpaid.
The Soul of Spain

By HAVELOCK V.1.!.1S
".-"earthing studies of a nations character. . . .\u25a0... i>n« who caret fur ?paln should neßin-t -i ii<->e

P«C» *."
—

»«• York TtlOUlte. With frontispiece. $2.0«»
n?t. Postpaid. $2. ia

The Home Builder
By Mm

-
ABBOTT

'Tr. Abbott hsu ni\~n hlfi stu-1v of n n-Ainan's pl.ic*
*n-i ««rk ihe form of «m mm portrait."--'Hamilton\u25a0• . |fal le n cents net. Postpaid. «1 cent*.

Marjuric Daw
I': riIOMAS BAILEY AIJ>RICH

A lively, delightful and amailntly clever !!«!•
\u25a0tory

—
Ciiicagu Kveiling I'ost.

"A beautifully prlnt»l holiday edition."— New York :
Bun. Illustrated in roW by John Cacti Clay. $2 00.

Cupid's Almanac
By OLIVKK HERFORD and J. C. CLAT

"F'reiltstlned to beooma on« of the leading gift
bo«U» for the holiday w»ason. v

—
Ualtlmore Sun.

fleverlv Illustrate.', and daintily bound. W> tents net.
Postpaid, $1.00.

lewis Rand
By MARY JOHNSTON

"A p:et-« or ;i'ni'iii<rn literature. . . . Must
rank as one of th» finest novels of i"> ilass which ha»
appeared."

—
I.itrrary • >l*. St. Illustrated In color r^y

r *
Yolm. »i 90

By the Ctirl*tma* Fire
By .- Mil :i. M eitOTHKHS

"It lisiui'ile, it111 -ii. easy, companionable, kindly
In Its huiivir. sympathetic to everylhtn* human."

—
rhlcngo n-voidlleralJ. Fancifully Illustrated and
bound inholt lay !<t^lf $1 23 net. Postpaid. $1.33.

The Old I»enbody Pew
l:. KATK DOUGLAS WIOGIN

"A eh«r«ct«il»tlcall3 bright lale ©1 \u25a0 New England
life full of atutliieni and humor."

—
Outlook.

"An appropriate and , traotlvc «lft book."—W«trt»-;
man. Illustrated by Alice Harber s»t»phen» and h*n'.
timely boUDU. *l.;.o.

The Hook of The Kittle fast
py JOBEPHINE r\ PEABODT

••One \u0084» the most lellßiitful r»»'k« of vi «• for «n<l
*bnu» ihlldren ."

—
Pprtntfleld Ke.tuhU-an. Illustrated

in c.-i'or b\ niiiaheth -hlr-pen i!re*n. *1 \u25a0<•

The New Boy
By ARTHrR STANWOOP PIER

"A irhotaaoni*. Interesting »tr.ry «f «ohenlN»T Bf»
that will appeal to alt young p«cple -'•t—M4 \u25a0»
athiettc *por:s anil life at a bis pr*i*mtory achcol.
Eosten CU>t>e. Illustrated. $1.50.

Fresh Posies
By -.mm: FARWEU. BROWN

•'P.*iym»» to road an-1 plena to sp*ak for llr.t>J^!^"boun-l to prt>\e a treasure h«->use of detirht' ~~S n- *
fitt?h!a t'Tviß. IT*tttly ii:uitr»t«l In color. Jt .so.

The Children's Longfellow
••* N-olc MMlup *!tM. Itreasure to b« aided J«

the t<ok» of a child. —Milwaukee Frre Kw»- \u25a0•«*

Illustrated la color. *3.iV.
The Calico Cat

By CHARLES MINER THOMFSON
"A fa-re tlnS r.J with demure «*f'<;uin

">
w,.".L

enough <» tell the ret.ler that he *t"
****'*,'J,

•The Calico i-a«.' --New York Tr.bune. Hu»««u»iy
UlustraK-d. $1.^5.

*

The Tortoise and the Geese
Retold by MAI'DE BARROWS CCTTCN

\u0084
Come «| It*mwt ItnoDlOrient. t WWJgJ "ggT

retold in charmtn* wtfim. "An excellent !:f.!« ch-i•
book- "—N«« \otk >u:i. niuwraw* »'

'
The Chaucer Story Book

r.v V.% MARCH TAfPAX
,«\M frr va«o« folk* -ItMUt» T-rP"

•
«-'-lsffs

»Vil!. llluv.rate-t. $13" .____
boston HOUGHTON MIFFLIN COMPANY NE:v» yoilk _

"LAN MACLAREN." The Life of the Rev. JohnWatson, P. D. By W. Robertson Nicoll. Svo,
pp. viil,367. Dodd, .Mead & Co.

John Watson, of Liverpool, was over forty
years old and he had been fifteen years a city
pastor before he used any of his holiday hours
in writing the idylls of Scottish life that won
such wide attention for his pen name, "lan
Maclaren." The disguise of the authorship of
"Beside the Bonnie Brier Bush" was never thick
enough for concealment, and although Waiaon
persisted in treating the book as but a by-
product of his activity it brought him a celeb-
rity which made no small difference in his posi-

tion as a public man. Perhaps to his fellow
citizens of Liverpool the sudden accession of
fame was interesting less as a revelation of the
gifts of their townsman than as fhe ratify
of a more locally established renown. Whether
apart from the popularity of his stories he
would have gained a hearing from the wider
world passes knowledge. What can be agxoed

on is that being- the man he wa« the literary

success was an Important episode in his career
without beginning to constitute his sole claim
to regard. A biography thai reported John

Watson's life In terms of, let us say. its friend-
ships, would be well worth while, and Dr. Rob-
ertson Nicoll, who was '.'\u25a0• man to do it, has
given us this anil more.

As Watson waa of pure Highland blood, he
was simply ;* victim of circumstances in being

born at fttanningtree, in Kss'-x. At the n£< ••'

four hf was taken to Ins proper country, luing

with his parents firs? at Perth and later at
Stirling. His father, who became Receiver Gen-
eral of Tax"? in Scotland, v r= a methodical and
somewhat stern man. n ;. rout Free Kirk e'der
who saw tn it that In his home every Sunday
the t'>,:s: "The Queen" v. ;<s drunk with grave
loyalty Watson's mother, a Maclaren of Loch
Tay. w iio could speak t!v <;ae]n tongue, was of
Jacobite fin<l Roman Catholic ancestry, and sh«
had an uncle \nri| known and •<{ -<i>me influfnce
in the Highlands :is a priest. Di Nicoll *ays

she was ;i splendid and ffariess horsewoman,

and she accustomed her son to ride from In-
fan-y. mounting him on the wildest of f.irm
colts. She possessed an extraordinary gift of
mimicry which would sometimes prove Irre-
pressible <i ft.r the departure of a pompous vis-
itor.

Entering the University of Edinburgh when
he was sixteen years old, Watson's academic
ambitions seem to have reckoned on nothing

more than passing examinations with a view to
taking his degree in the regular course. He did
attain some distinction, however, In English

literature and in philosophy. In the English

literature class sat Robert Louis Stevenson. It
does not appear -that Watson ever spoke to him,

but he remembered that his attendance was
very occasional, anil that when he entered the
classroom with his velvet jacket and Bohemian
air he was usually greeted with a round of

cheers.
Either the army or the bar would have suited

Watson's Inclinations, but aft» takinp his mas-
ter's degree he found his father and motlur bo

desirous of his entering the Church that he
dutifully proceeded to a four years' course In
divinityat New College. Despite his unwilling-

ness in entering the the (logical hall, it turned
out that here lie was far more at home than
he had been in the university. His powers
were maturing, and there was the stimulating-
t .-ininiiid'-rio of h group that Included James
Stalker. David Patrick, the present editor of
"Chambers's Encyclopedia," and Henry Drum-
mond, his friend from boyhood. Among Intel-
lectual and spiritual influences to which he
yielded himself Robertson, of Brighton, and
Thomas Hill <<?<\u25a0< of Oxford, were particularly

A Good Portrait of the Scots Ptarm. n

and Author.

"LAN MACLAREX."

The reluctance with which John Watson first
tiiruei', toward the work of th^ Church was a
poor prophecy of what was to b»\ for as his

•peter." says one mourner to hi? n< 'nor at the
tail of a walking funera!. "div ye see Jamie
Thompson walking in the front, side by side wi'
the chief mourner, and him no -drop o blood to
th? coraae?"

•'Fine I see him. a forward upsettin' ambeetious
body, lie would be Inside the hearse if he could"
th» most nwful and therefore the most enviable
position for a sober minded Scot.

A favorite tale of his was one that Illustrated
economy raised to the ecclesiastical degree. A
minister in the parish next to that of Dr. Nor-
man McLaeod was sent for to see a working-

man who was dangerously ill. After he had
visited him in his bedroom he came into the

kitchen to have some conversation with the
man's wife. The minister asked if she and her
husband attended his church:

"Na. na." with a fine flavor of contempt both for
the Kirk and t.ie minister, "we gang to Norman's."

"Well, that* all right, you couldn't go to a
better. But why did you send for me?"

"Loan, Mess ye. dlv ye think thai we wud risk
Norman wi" typhus fever?"

the Free Church in Logiealmond and three

rather less happy years as Junior pastor of

Free St. Matthew's. Glasgow. In ISSO. when

he was thirty years old, he commenced what he

always considered the. real work of his life, his

twenty-five years' ministry In Sefton Park

Church. Liverpool. Ifin his youth he had gone

grudgingly to the theological disciplines, time

and "some fostering star" had at length evoked

qualities that made him a* ideal priest to mod-

em men. Watson's singular adaptability was

due not to any calculating versatility, but to

the elements that met in him: an evangelical

unction which felt the holding charm of Cath-

olic mysticism, an Intellectual charity which

made It impossible for him to use mauling

methods in dealing with doubt. "He under-

stood them all." sa>s his biographer, the m s-

t c. the Catholic, the. Evangelical, the r-T,v.l st

the moralist, the skeptic, and for each as the

time came round he had a livingm«sa«e .
The Sefton Park congregation grew steadily

under its Inspiring leader. Among regular at-

tendants were Sir Edward Russell, the Journal-
Ist. and Sir Oliver Lodge. It was a matter of

pride with the pastor that several men^ of the

church had been members of the
"

*«*£*£Council, and that six of them had during his

pastorate been elevated to the M"""*;
While the great, liberal, devoted and effective

church which he built up year by y«^a..the

outward monument of his .uceagrfui mlnistrj.

there were abundant individual instance, of the

way in which Watson proved himself a shep-

herd set for the care of souls. 8peak ing of the

public ministry. Dr. Nicoll recall, the fact that

Matthew Arnold had attended Sefton Park

Church on the morning of the day he died.

«aid that the hymn was
t
th finest cross remain-

iUhr.'n'd'-inl^.- s&it1. tTe sou? make, its an-

cient appeal.'

••The love of letters" had made its mark on the

suburban minister in such wise that his utter-

ances were protected from misplaced strain and

from the encroachment of commonplace , >« he

had no hankering after authorship. VIhen Dr.

Robertson Nicoll first proposed his writing for

"The Exposition" Watson could not see his way

to doing so. Later on he wrote a series of ar-

ticles on the leading ideas of Jesus, and they

were published in a volume entitled "The Mind

of the Master." It took much prodding on the

part of Dr. Nicoll. this time a* editor of "The

British Weekly." to get the hard working pastor

to try his hand at short stories reflecting Scots

life and character as he had seen It in Logieal-

mond. The rest is history, and Jn ISO., as the

author-parson complained, "lan Maclaren" was

better known than John Watson. From that

time forth he was subsidized by his reputation,

and wrote at the rate of two books a year. In

the chapter devoted to "Beside the Bonnie Brier

Bush" Dr. Nicoll allows the reminiscent editor

to give place to the literary Judge, and he ac-

knowledges that lan Maclaren's idylls did not

wholly escape the dangers of sentimentallsm.

A disproportionate space was given to death-
beds, and he thinks the author' deliberately and

cruelly harrowed the feelings by an accumula-

tion of pathetic incidents and words. The lighter

side was not ignored, however, and it is much to

be able to tee and to portray the perennial

nobleness and heroism of the homeliest human

nature, so that Dr. Xicoll ventures to think that

when all abatement is made there is much in

lan Maclaren's contribution which may perhaps

endure. This is a fairly cautious Judgment, but
we are not sure that in explaining the popu-
larity of the idylls Dr. Nicoll has attached due
importance to the fact that the stories reached
largely a religious constituency that was not

averse to the humanized theology which was

never quite separable from the laughter and

tears of the author's characters. The last word

has not been said of the worth of Watson's con-

tributions as a theological middleman, of the
high usefulness of books like "The Mind of the
Master and "Doctrines of Grace"' by which he.

was able to help many confused minds in find-

ing the foundations of their faith.
During the later year* of his life Watson was

almost morbidly diligent. He carried his honors

sensibly and always rose to the new occasions,

whether serving the Presbyterian Church of
England as its moderator or raising the funds

for establishing Westminster College at Cam-
bridge, or going on tour in America, the best

welcomed lecturer since Dickens. Great oppor-

tunities for blundering were offered him. but
humor was the good genius of his life. In con-
versation he was at his very best, and, tiiough

BOOM of his favorite stories are reproduced, one
must occasionally imagine accompaniments not

reducible to type. The foibles of his country-

men did not escape him. There was, for ex-
ample, the Scotsman's sombre delight in

funerals:

!basis of one of their moot profitable manu-

Ifactures. How this revival came about, with
ithe discovery of the process known as Shef-

! field Plating," la thus recounted by Mr. V-it.

It happened la 1712. that, in a garret of what was
then called Tudor House. Thomas Bolsover an

Iingenious mechanic" (as he is styled in Hunters
. ••llallamshire'V. was repairing a badly «*«««
:Piece of plate-a knife, according to some authon

JSm Mr Strafford. of Sheffield, states that lie

!u«ed a penny to "cramp" up the join. and ncolden
tally allowed his work to become overheated

| when he found that the silver «nd copper _ ad

"fused" so firmly together as to he inseparable. It
: soon occurred to Bolsov. r that tins accident might

be turned to good purpose, and after BO™e e.*Pe
"
f

ments he succeeded In produc ng an im £tlon of
1 silver by beating out a thin layer of stive, ana
!placing it on a copper foundation, then fusing the

I two metals by the action of heat.

Bolaover himself is, however, hardly more

conspicuous In the history of Sheffield plate than

Iis his apprentice, Joseph Hancock, who took the

Iprocess in hand with greater energy and seems
I to have contributed tremendous impetus to the

!whole industry. The popularity of Sheffield
| plate was not at once fostered by universal.-,

sound craftsmanship. The pfaters had to taJM
!time in which to master all the difficulties ia

Itheir path. But Mr. Veitch easily demonstrate?
!that good standards alike of workmanship ana

|design were soon established, and not only hi?;

j appreciative text but his numerous well made'
illustrations indicate how much there lies in this

ifield to stimulate the ardor of the collector. It

Is largely for that individual that this book has

been written. In successive chapters the tech-
1 nique of Sheffield plating is traversed, its history

is Interestingly told, and thenceforth in his de-

scriptive notes on the specimens Illustrated and
iInhis pages on makers* marks and in his lists of.

makers the author puts us in possession of all

that it is necessary to know in order to start

intelligently upon our quest. This useful book
iis handsomely made. and. we may add. it has

been put together with just the right touch. Mr.

Veitch is a sympathetic guide.

Mr. Martin Hardie'e "John Pettie" is one of

those biographies, now rapidly increasing in the
:minor literature of art. whiqh owe their exist-
• ence more to the availability of color processes

than to anything else. They are entertain
picture books in which the text may or may not

jbe of serious value. In this volume it is only of

I mild interest. John Pett#> was a Scotchman of

i lovable traits, but not a man whose personality

or career would yield very much to the biog-

rapher. Mr. Hardie has barely any traits or in-

| cidents to put before us which excite any special
!concern, and itseems quite natural that most of

ihis space should be taken up with notes on the

! works of his hero. These, as here reproduced.'
should undoubtedly make the book popular.

1 Pettie was a typical member of the Royal Acad-
, emy, an adept at the production of the romantic

"subject picture." He painted scenes from

"Walter Scott. He would make a picture of fig-

iures in the costume of the past consulting over
\u25a0 a table, and, calling it "Treason," he would give

iyou a hint of slumbering drama. The soldier
i and the courtier of another day were his favor-

iite models. With them he told picturesque and

Ioften charming stories. Mr. Hardie speaks <>f

i "the splendid impetuosity of his style, that ar-
j rests the attention and thrills the blood with Its
!martial note, like the tramp of armed men, the
I beating of drums, or the trumpet call." To ta'k

!like this is greatly to overstate the case, but it
is true that there is something exhilaratir
about Pettie-'s pictures. His color was his best
resource. He made it vivid without making it
tawdry, and it would sometimes take on a be-

;gulling quality. He had a gallant, sprightly
way with him, and this collection of his works,
admirably reproduced, is worth having.

pni*nt. A eater fit Tubingen was added to
the eight years of prepara b at Edinburgh.

Then earns three harry yews as minister of

THE OLD MASTERS. One Hundred Examples
of Their Work Chosen from European Galleries
and Reproduced in Color, with Notes on the
Pictures. In two volumes. 4to. pp. vlit. S3; vi,
94. E. P. Dutton A Co.

SHEFFIELD PLATE- Its History. Manufacture
and Art With Makers' Marks, Also a Note en
Foreign Sheffield Plate. With Illustrations. By
Henry Newton Veitch. 4to. pp. xiv, 360. The
Macmtllan Company.

JOHN PETTIE, R. A . H. R. B. A. By Martin
Hardie. B. A Illustrated. Svo. pp. xxiv, 2TS.
The Macmlllan Company.

A reproduction in colors of some old master
requires for its proper appreciation a certain

measure of common sense In the beholder. Itis
foolish for him to dismiss it with brief scorn and

the remark that it is impossible for a mechanical
process to do justice to the original. Everybody

knows that. In the preface to "The Old Mas-

ters." a kind of gallery in little, filled with re-
productions of famous paintings, the statement

is made that "whilst it remains impossible to re-
produce an exact replica of any picture, it may
safely be. said that, so far as human ingenuity at
present goes, the reproductions of the Old Mas-
ters here shown will be found to be as near the
originals as it is possible to bring them." This
is a reasonable statement of the matter. No one
would expect this book to give exact equivalents

for the picture* dealt with. But those who are
prepared to meet the color process halfway will
be grateful for this publication.

To possess It is like possessing a number of

memoranda la water colors of the masterpieces

selected from the galleries of Europe. These
plates do. after all, what the best photograph

rannot do, they give you some suggestion Of the
artist's color and especially of the values thereof.

The record* vary in interest. Some masters
submit far more gracefully than others to the
limitations of the process. Roughly speaking.

the pictures most successfully reproduced would
appear to be those painted either in broad and
simple masses of tone or those which, at the

other extreme of style, are executed with fairly
minute precision. The subtler, more atmos-
pheric qualities of painting completely baffle the
process. Thus the reproductions her« of works
by Watteau, Corot and kindred painters are in
no wise pleasing. The picture th»t is bathed in
light comes off from the ordeal In sorry shape.
The reproduction of "The Surrender of Breda."
for example, is flatly bad. But out of a hundred
shots in this book the lucky hits are surprising
in number. The early Italians are charming in
these plates. Those after Melozzo's "Rhetoric"
and "Music" are very good Indeed, and there is
considerable merit In the reproductions of Fra
Angeli. the Llppis and Botticelli. The Venetian
plates are uneven, but several of those after
Titian are well done. The German masters re-
produce admirably. Durer's "Portrait of His
Father" and Holbein's "Portrait of a Man" at
Frankfort arc particularly persuasive. Van
Evck's "Man with the Pink," Van Dyck'a "Chil-
dren of Charles I"and Rembrandt's picture at
Cassel, "Jacob's Bloaaing," are also to be men-
tioned among the more satisfactory reproduc-
tion?. Theae plates are all set on gray mounts,
with the texi opposite on white pages The text
consists of brief historical and descriptive notes.
For the returned traveller and the student at
home this makes an excellent gift book.
Ina letter to his Mend Montagu, written in

17C0. Horace Walpole says: "AsIwent to Lord
BtraJrord'e, Ipassed through Sheffield, which is
one of the foulest towns in England, in the most
charming situation. There are *_••_»,(««) inhab-
itants making knives and scissors; the] remit
£11.000 a week to London. One man there has
discovered the art of plating copper with silver.
Ibought a pair of candlesticks for two guineas;
they are quite pretty." in iii« book on "Sheffield
PJate" Mr. Veltch shows how very pretty those
candleaticka must have. be»n, and how very in-
teresting were the developments in eighteenth
<entury England of "the art of plating copper
with silver." it. is, of course, an ancient art.
Classical civilizati'jn knew it well, and it was••Id then. Rut it was not until modern Unice
u**i the Enclish revived it Ana made it tat
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Itis reasonably safe to predicate at least one

virtue of any sportsman s narrative you may

come across. It abounds with enthusiasm.
•WeJl written or ill written, bristling with scien-

tific terminology or wholly popular in style.

there is the same characteristic untiring zest
In the tellingof the story. For that matter, has

net the telling of the etory been acknowledged

from earliest times a legitimate, nay. -an es-

sential feature of the vocation? "What would
the catching of the big fish be without the fish

story that i*born of it?" asks the author of

one. of these volumes by way of self-justlSea-

tior "What would the stalking of the big

stag be without the story the wide spread-

in« antlers tell every time one aha at them

on the wall?" There is. ha admits, a certain
el-ment of sameness and repetition in tales of

chase and stream; the theme of each is only

"th* pursuit and capture of the quarry by

\u25a0*r*ya and m^ans -which have been rehearsed so

intny times before."
Rv ire stirs' ''ken there is & certain amount of

Bareness In th? -loin? of th* i ings themselves,

but the fascination of it is never endlnp. So in

m. less de«rr*<? it ha* seemed to me as to the pto-

rfea \Vh«Ti Ihave been unaWe to po ffter my

ewa «u«^c. "the next b.->?t thing was to learn how
the other fellow bagged h!s.

Well, not on* of the half dozen volumes be-
*cre us but . Ters a happy abundance and di-
versity of the*e "next best" things. Mr Ware's

volume, for example, deals with hunting ex-

periences in Newfoundland and along the At-

lantic Coast from the St Lawrence to Cape Cod.

H» has hunted caribou and watched their
ftrar.pe tnitrration? acroaa -.he vast Northern
"wildernPF?: and he has pet Ma duck decoys in
full view of the chimneys of a. New England

manufacturing city. The sport's the thine with

him. wherever it hi to be found; and every

novtl problem fascinates. Es;.ecially entertain-
Irig for its quality of novelty is his account of

the live cecoy shooting which has been devel-

oped in certain localities of Kastern Maaaarhn-
E«tts to the level of a highly intricate science.

The hunters •'stand." a well concealed cabin
\u25a0with coops attached, is built close behind a

candy fresh water beach of the sort likely to

attract migrating flocks of wild birds blown in-

tbore. A number of old captive geese are

"tethered' by the water's edge, and in the

coops shove are some score of goslings, hatched
sji<3 bred in captivity and pampered by a syba-

ritic Mat of corn. At the first sight of a pars-

ing Sock of their wild kindred the tethered
Cease, or "callers." lift up a noisy quack of

greeting, and the next instant a score of gos-

ling* are flung into the air from the coops.

Tbey circle upward 1- brief, excited flight, then

settle to the pond and quietly swim ashore.

To the weary sea birds this pleasant sight Is
irresistibly seductive, unless there is some-

hitch in the programme— they break formation,

circle and settle. That Is the end of their

Etory.

"Inter-Ocean Hunting Tales" is also a collec-
tion of reminiscences. The scenes of Mr. Ran-

dolph's adventures have been west of the Mis-

sissippi- He has shot elk in the northern
Rockies, "cats" in Colorado, nicks in South-
ern Louisiana- Like most hunters he is a keen

observer, and he combines this faculty with

a. habit of thoughtful and interesting comment.

Seeking to acccunt for th? fact that a wild ani-

mal, when shot at. will frequently run directly

toward the firing, he develops the theory that

the animal has been confused by the echo of

the shot and conceives the sound to have come

from the opposite direction. Of the two sounds
heard in succession It is the latter which de-
termines its course. The author follows with

thin EaM**ttve note on The sight of wild ani-

mals:
"hough keep of sight, animals are n< t very «te-

\u25a0

\u25a0
Bird,, a* •*!!as «rfW animal*,will

frequently continue their ..our** *hen 1. l.c* in the
<tir<?eti'n of a human being. provided there is no
perceptible movement to attra. t .their attention.
Any Kind of motion is immediately noticed, par-
•Jcularly if it is at all MMffl. -. • Animals «i«
their faculties m a tv meer.amcal n~j. and tins

ebM--rvation Is irore true -f sight (han or any <>thei
ernte.

| Mr. Horr.adays new \olume takes tin reader
f into th«? desert of. Southwestern Arizona and

t?low thf Mexican border. however,

ite
not the word by which to denominate this

truly wonderful country. Cacti of many h&nd-

Fon:* Tr-ecie* are abundant, as well as a con-

fciderablfi variety of tough, drouth resisting

ftrubv creosote, ocatilia. mesquite— «jo that

the 3ar.£scape is never without its oharacteriftir
vrrdure. Ado to this the tracts of tropically

luxuriant \r?eta;lon ...... in ocrasior.al
»-fc-er courses, and you do not wonder that the
author rrnt^st* sjraJnsi. the evil reputation of

\u25a0Western Arizona. The Rf.al of the expedition

\u25a0was t?-.« (irnc: volcano. Pinacate. situated
somewhat south of th*- American boundary, in

£ regicn heretofore all but unexplored and

totafiy unmapped. As the party included be
6i<2e Mr. Kcrr.aday (who manages to know a

rrett deal about zoology .without being in the

least pedar.tic) an expert botanist, a geographer

tr.a a mighty hunter before the Lord, the ac-

count of the enterprise is admirably compre-

hensive. Better yet
—

or at least quite as Im-
portant—it never fails in interest. Mr. Horna-
day succeeds marvellously well in conveying

the scnic impressiven^ss of this strange land,

v.here the mountains of granite or lava rise m

tSeerly out of the plain that you can stand with

one foot on desert .-and and the other on moun-
tain rock; and his stories of hunting adventures,

ebove all of the pursuit of the big horn sheep of

Pinacate. are recounted with the gusto of the

born sportsman.

Frcm an English artist 00—— an informal

narrative of happy "days off" spent with rod
and HaM among the Scotch lakes. "Anglingand

Art In Scotland" does not pretend to be ex-
haustive or scientific; but !t contains an abun-

dance of pleasant, desultory comment on the

piscatory attractions of this or that hill-en-

circled lake In Galloway or swift woodland
gtream In Perthshire. Ther«> are charming bits

of description and many good tales of eccentric
gamekeepers and officious "gillies." Of Thomas
BcrnsTee, for Instance, "the gem of Scottish
gamekeepers." we learn thai hie pride ill L.OOII-
Invar was so \u25a0rnormou?, h's jealousy for the good

fame '• the lake so unsatlsflable, that he would
rifcver allow that it was a good fishing day. leaf
you should have bad sfKirt. and so tak.* away
the only extenuating excuse that could be

-4.

"Good morning. Mr. Burri>.;de." you would nay,
••this looks a iikely ir.orninz for the flfhini?." "Na.
Tiß.'." he »ould r*ply-"thaat'* no th* right thing at
»'; there's a rifc^tj gUJMJT gUir* on Hie Matcrr." On
&nctr.#r oceetion— » perfect ftVninp tJav. with .\u25a0'.
Rrayifh sky and beautifully Mfr?<J\ breeze fjr.ni th<-
w**t—liWimi *-!i* word o{ [liaise. Hti.i tvas ni«--i
\u25a0with •evtr*! lnart! -uiate iinirmur? from Hurn*M*

-
j-ounSE ts If lit*•-•-« being wound iP *om?w here
ir.Eifi*. At la*t 'h*-*e inTrrnal i:o!«es formed »]ie*n-
»«iv#* inuj words, and <^aine «>:i» ac CHMfb un<W
jTfrftt tJ'HUUi«». \u25a0wir'i a iiurst— -I Jifce n--t th.'al
r.s.r*y, >!ntfi -ppceran^f on :he waterr.'

To "RT'ie tr;**e chapters iaust have i«*fn a
;t;c«.i_;t to the artm-autfcor, yet he may »aU

have found a still greater pleasure in depicting
his favorite haunts in a series of thirty or more
color studies, several of which— "The Valley of
the Ken." for instance, and "Lochinvar. Look-
ing Westward"

—
are of admirable execution.

Surely no more sportsmanlike sportsmen ever
went forth into the wilderness than the Quartet
whose exploits form the theme of "Two Dianas
in Alaska." Thore were two Nimrods. be It
understood, as well as two Dianas; and now and
again throughout the narrative are found
agreeable hints, that one Dan Cupid was also a
busy and successful member. But those who

recall the story of Agnes Herbert's shooting
trip across Somaliland will not expect the main
business of this Alaskan expedition to be inter-
fered with for a moment by mere romance. A

renovated sealing schooner transported the
hunters from point to point along the Alaskan
peninsula as far as Bering Sea; and the hunt-
ing, which was abundant and thrilling,included
bears, caribou, moose, walrus and mountain
sheep. The utmost breeziness and vivacity

characterize the narrative. No extremity of

discomfort could damp the ardor of these hot-
foot children of the chase. Of their various ex-

ploits, walrus hunting was, perhaps, the most
novel. This is a form of sport which put an al-
most superhuman tax on patience and self-con-
trol. Itis useless to shoot at a walrus off shore,

no matter how alluring a mark he may offer
you. for he is almost certain to sink at once.

You must wait till he flounders up for a nap on
his favorite sun-exposed sandspit. That is not
all. The walrus herd has a marvellous team
spirit. Sleep never finds them unguarded;

there is always a sentinel, alertly watching,

head up. somewhere in the company; and as the
Bandspit does not afford "a stick or a stone
large enough to hide a mouse," it is a nice prob-
lem to come upon the beasts unawares.

At intervals the boll raised his head and grazed
in sleepy fashion all around, then would appear,
for a f»vw second?, to sink to sleep himself. Dur-
ing- this brief interval the stalker might scramble
and crawl a few yards nearer. Ishall long re-
member that arduous progress along the barren
sandy beach. F*or minutes at a time 1 would lie
there flat on my face in cramped position to avoid
the vigilance of the lookout sentinel hull. Three
times during the time Itook to crawl that distance
d"M the sentinel net tired of his duty, and roused
up another one to undertake this apparently irk-
some task. As each fresh sentinel took up his
fluty, the former one promptly dropped hi? head
and went ofT to sleep.

"
This approach lasted two

hours, during which time Ihad barely covered
eight hundred yards.

Though not precisely to be classified with the
foregoing volumes. Mr. Bronson's \u25a0'fteminis-
cen~eg of a Ranchman" may be mentioned here

for its spirited realistic picture? of rough life
In the open. It was in ISB2 that the author
asM bis Wyoming ranch and entered upon a
more prosaic career. Th» "grangers" were
flocking into Wyoming, and boundary lines and
fences meant the end of ranching; but during:

the ten years that preceded the author appears
to have had a normal life supply of adventures.
Of his breaking in as a tenderfoot from the

East he writes with enjoyable frankness, and
after he came into possession of his own ranch
—the Beadman— and brand of cattle— the Three
Crows

—
he had a busy succession of encounters

with refractory hands, with cattle thieves, yes,

and with Indians, for the "finish fight" of the
Cheyennes, in '79. occurred close to the Dead-
man. Mr. Bronson is a specialist in rancher's
lingo, and his liberal use of it give? a particu-
lar relish to his reminiscences.
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the Open Air.

States of America » name lag thunae'.vaa. ten
They are not the only Americans: nor a nam«
for their country, for the United States c«

America la only \u25a0 fraction of America, and.
SSSoW ,he Brazilians dispute their right to

fb« exclusive u«« of th* words. f nited State*
But whether they like it or not. the fact re-
mains that whatever may b* Ou-.r origin Eng-

lish Dutch. German. Polish. Italian. fc.pani«h rr
Lithuanian, they do speak English, with slight

modifications, and that their b-st writers rr*;r*"
eir thoughts in English of as great a puritr

as our own writers in England. To can th*
language American would be doubly

""• few
th" language e-tKed five hundred year. b*for»
the colonies brok* away from the mother coun-
try and moreover, if there is an American lan-
nag* It is that which is. or was. spoken by tS»
tribes known as the Am-rican Indiana. But
/yen if the citizens of the U. S.A. took up Vo!».
nuk or Esperanto, or some other manufacture
language, they would have to ••»!\u25a0- English ai

"ell. and so the majority of them, will no <l*nOt
be content with th* originality of belonging to »
great mixed European nation, living outsid*
Europe, without a namo for Itseif or its country,

and speaking the tongue which belongs to an.
other land.

career Is studied one must believe with the

biographer that the absorbing interest In his

life was the religious interest. Under that ban-

ner he was a leal soldier, and when the reader
looks on the portrait that stands out from these
pages and recalls the endearing traits that

made Watson so rich in friendships he under-

stands the poignant- regret of a multitude of

men on the day "lan Maclaren" was carried to

his grave and Scots soldiers played the pibroch

"Lochaber No More."

•MY AMERICAS LAVGU AGE."

Jeers from a Derisive Englishman.

From The London Globe.
There are a number of hotheads in the United

States who are anxious to have, a language of

their own. a." they rightly say that they are the
only great nation which has no special tongue.

But neither have the citizens of the United
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