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AN ARTIST'S THOUGHTS.

Memories and Analyses by Mr. La
Farge.

THE HIGHER LIFE IN ART. A Series of Lect-
ures on the Barbizon School of France, In-
augurating the Scammon Course at the
Institute of Chicago. By John La Farge. T
trated. §8vo, pp. xii, 18&. The McClure Com-
pany.

THIAS MISTRESS ART. By Reginald Blom

- R. A. 12mo, pp. vi, 34. Longmans, Green
& Co.

Mr. La Farge is a rare master of the art of

.uuking about art. Experience and reflection
{ have made him very wise, and he has a natural

gift for subtle analysis. In the exercise of this

| gift he is not at all systematic. Nothing could
| be less academic in form than the series of six

lectures on the Barbizon School which he de-
livered in Chicago some five years ago, and
which he has now brought together in an illus-
trated bock. The student accustomed to con-
ventional modes of historical teaching might
find himself a little at sea in these pages, if it
were his habit to rely upon the usual careful

| arrangement of biography, criticism, and so on.

But if he has his wits about him and is look-

| ing, first and last, for ideas, for those flashes of

moreover, he does not anywhere attempt rigid-
ly to sum up his conclusions. “There is no
school, if one may so say,” he remarks, "in
Nature or in art that we can absolutely meas-
ure.” He does not precisely formulate the
qualities of his different painters, Delacroix,
Millet, Decamps, Diaz, Rousseau, Dupré, Dau-
bigny and Corot But read the pages on any
one of these men and you will gain a new in-
sight into his art, not a full, rounded concep-
i tion of him, perhaps, but a kind of touchstone
with which te proceed upon deeper study

Something of the same helpful penetration is
shown by Mr. Blomfield in *““The Mistress Art,”
a book of eight lectures on archi
| nally addressed to students in the schools of
the Royal Academy. An architect himself. he
speaks out of an abundance of knowledge, but
without an atom of pedantry “There will al-

he says, “some quality that defies an-
s and can only be felt, such as is found in
great music, for exampie.” He is reverent in
the presence of the monuments of his art. At
{ the same time he has a store of common sense,
and it is In simple terms that he discuss
relation of temperament to design, the place of
the craftsman in the philosopi:y of architecture,

or the inspiration to be focund in Rome.
TEe cardinal principle to which he adheres
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of course, one of sound construction. What we
find on the common ground of all great archi-
he asserts, is *“‘the power of conceiv-
idea organically—that is, as a whole,
> out and realized in all its parts.” The
rital point in design, he adds, “is how a man
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LITERARY NOTES.

Mr. William de Morgan has finished his new
novel, “Blind Jim,” but it is not probable ths$
it will appear before the spring.

The merrily satirical review of the past yesr
which Mr. E. V. Lucas and two collaborator®
have published under the title of “If” has taken
into account various wpular” authors Mz,
Hzll Caine is one—and this is what he might
write “if every man were his own laureate™:
ball

nt gloom
emit my boom.
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Mr. W. C. Brownell a distinguished critic whe
too seldom takes up his pen, has been devoting
himse!f of late to the preparation of an e<say o
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