
THE WEATHER.— lndications for to-day
Ptrtly cloudy. The temperature yesterday
Highest, 41 degrees; lowest. 34.

FOREIGN".
—

Gomez has been recognized by «11
Venezuela as President, even Celestlno Castro,

the ex-President's brother, having acceped his
rule: suits have seen brought against Clpriano

Castro v.hich ay 1 \u25a0nm-ied to cost him 52.000.000;

the boundary dispute with Colombia has been
FettlecL

*
Mandeville de Marlgmy Hall was

sentenced at Paris to thirteen months in prison
for bavins; pe.et*-<i worthless checks. \u25a0

~=^ A
student of astronomy at Mainz killed his rather.
Dr. Racke, a former member of the RHcht =;-=\u25a0.

and three sisters because his demands formoney

were not gratified. = The attack on Presi-
dent Fallieres is regarded in Paris as devoid -j"

any t>olitiral motive; much sympathy is ex-
prr<=s «..i with th«» complaints of the medical stu-
dents of the university. ' The Tribune's cor-
respondent in London pays that tears of a. Bal-
kan outbreak ar* subsiding:; the opinion is ex-
pressed in authoritative quarters that there Mill
be no R*-neral election next year. == "Th"

Economist" 0 an article ••\u2666! the future of avia-
tion expects the establishment of a new industry

In the manufacture of aeroplanes in England.. Many pantomimes \u25a0ere staged on Box-

ins Day ha London. "Dirk Whittinpton." "Cin-
derella." and "Little Red Riding Hood" receiving
Epecial mention.

DOMESTIC.
—

The President issued a state-

ment to the effect thai as the Gompers-Mltchell-
Morrisnn case was still before the courts, be

Could not lake any action in the matter. \u25a0

A great national labor exchange to enable un-
employed persons to gret work is among the
plans to be suggested by Secretary Straus to
the council of labor next month in Washington.-

Sixteen cadet? were dismissed from the
United States MilitaryAcademy at West Point.
:=("ays Srreckels. the noted sugar million-
aire, died from pneumonia at his home, in San
Francisco. \u25a0 The jury in the case of Beach
Hargis. charged with the murder of his father.
Judge Jr.m^s Hargis. failed t<» agree at Irvine
Ky. One man was Billed by a bullet an.l
srioTher painfully wounded In Buffalo: the man
accused i? believed to have be^v. affected by
drugged liquor. ===== Physicians attending
Bisbop MKJuaid at Rochester said that th<> pa-
tient might recover. County Judge Moore,

of Montgomery, made Christmas presents to those
convicts sentenced by him In the course of th*
laft year.

- Attorney General-elect O'Mallev
announced ... a partial list of appointees.

Cm
—

There was an exodus of Venezuelan
«-xile* and revolutionary leaders for La Guayra.

\u25a0 The assignment of Henry W. Poor to
Mark T. Cox as announced. ~~=-— The police

were instructed t«> close all theatrical places to-
day where there were any violations of the Sun-
day law. = =

A Norwegian tramp steamer ar-
rived In port with a story of a race with tire
at tea. \u25a0

' The defence in the Halns case,

opened at Flushing. \u25a0\u25a0'
"- Tammany men

thought that at the general meeting of Tam-
many Hall on Tuesday no resolution repudiating
the Mayor would be Introduced. === The
American Roentgen Ray Society completed plans
for its three days" convention here. 1=

—
\u25a0_ Btaten

Islanders appeared before the Public Service
Commission to protest against the abolition of
it school books by the Staten Island Rapid

Transit Railway Company. == A patient in
the Post-Graduate ..Hospital committed suicide
by cutting his throat. George C. Hurlbut,
the librarian of the American Geographical 60-
ciety, who was Injure*on Friday in an automo-

bile*accident, died yesterday morning. -.\u25a0\u25a0
~~

It
•\u25a0a? said that more of the striking cab drivers
RppUed for their old places

—
An important

real estate deal eras reported In the residential
section of Fifthavenue.

———
Governor Hughes's

V.'a'l Street investigation committee decided to

inquire into ccnoitions at th« Produce Exchange

Imi

A yEW YORK-MOSTREAL WATERWAY.
&.mr the various projects far waterway

Improvement 'which an* now pending or are

being prosecuted on this continent, one which
our Canadian neighbors Lave In mind Is of
special Interest to both the city and state of
New York. which it concerns at Meal M much
as Itdoes the Dominion itself. Hitherto Cana-
dian canal works, in which, as we have fre-
quently observed. cannd'i hap li-en more enter-
prising thau ourselves, hare chiefly aimed aj
rivalry with American transportation lines, aii'l
they have undoubtedly boon the means cf di-
verting muf-h <ommer<-e to the St. Lawrence
\u25a0which should hove comv lowa the Hudson. For
this wertinnot me. but must rather commend
and fuvy. our Northern neichl>ors. Hut thai
<-ircumF.tn7K-e makes the more noteworthy and
welcome the plan which is now put forward.

This is Dotbiog 3«*ss than the enlargement of
1he.Chambly Om:il In Qnebec lo 11 capacity

*-*liial t<» that of the hai - canals which i*ii>-
Ktfite Is vow constructing between the Great
J-akeF and the Hudson and also between Lake
<"'haaipla:n -which aimwt deserves to he
ranked with the «;r»^tt I-flfces

—
and the Hudson.

Tho CbamUy • '\u25a0• \u25a0:. Is a waterway about
twelve miles hiv.% at the rapids of the nicbelleu
Itiver, \u25a0ffordini; continuous navigation from
Lak»* CLaoiplaiu '<» the St. i.:i i«-iii<» Hirer,
und ilnis to the cities «if Montreal and Quebec.
At present it i*only seven feet deep, though it

Is no less than seventy-live feet v. ;1- New.
ih» proposal Is te make It al«>nt twice is <leej»

nnd somewhat wider. tm that it can be traf-

ors^d by bnr?"s f<f twelve fe^t draft and 1*209
tnns burden. The object 1* nol merely t.. in

crease its capacity (<•;\u25a0 local traffic between the
Rt I,aTrren<e and Lake Cbamplain, but to make
it part of ."« great International trunk Sine

waterway between Montreal and New York la
conheelJof) «i;h Like cii;unv:.iin and Hi*- bar?'*

octal nhUU ihi* stat? is now eonstrcctfns from... of (bat lake v the HudtKHi Ui^-er. I:i-
<-M"nr*lly. the plan Inclndw ilammii . the
JUchelien Iliver at t:t- Johns to as to raise Its

TRANSATLANTIC TRAVELLERS.
Among 'he passengers who arrived yestert**.

from abroad were:
THE \u25a0 Mia, FROM LIVERPOOL*

Mr and Mrs. John C Kills.!J. J. Townser.a. „»,-£,*
Rlshcp Hornby. (A Nassau. !Mr. and Mr». O. P. TTiB-w*

Miss Glory Praree. jV. Per* •imp«r

P. C- I*Uniisav.
I.A IjOnRATXB. rROM HAVRE.

Mr and Mrs. C\ IEl<S»r. 1Mr*J. A. DocJtretl.
:&2'£Sii£ Roy l>ark -iMrBrnrM^a^.«r^

Miss K. 1. Kelly. I \u25a0say

L,. 11. Smith. J .
ENCOURAGING THINGS ON THE ISTHMUS.
.From The Hartford C >urun«. w„

One of in? eiuourastn* thins* about ,»**??!,„
change in the Panama 1 anal from a Kv*\i°?"fta
\u0084»>?• .It sea lovH v the general WJiw ,s*£
that has. been .U.nt- (him tar will b» «*»•"*«•«£•
able In case the canal t*Uuk down
The admirable v>r .vision* for ihe Sl>od

tJl' .4ndi-
tbc Isthmus workers i«of courje a "J»nn*l*"^rtiwu
tlon. nut only dtirins th- period of «^n»il?^#*
but also all tnroosn the- long yean, ct 'hit he»
The unexpected rapidity tn exrayatl«n ih**

JLj
he-n «ttaine,l merely shortens Jthe ion»

cErWWhich will »>*• requtred in ca-c the wo.r* l9
th

e*i,*-
down to the level of th~ »*>.». **£*$££? Jan.
llmlnarr borings fo» the site of the J*f*{£rrut% ut
rom« as nenr ns anything to a waste « !arlV l*l*
It Is very pr°»»bl«. in their »»'• '?„„,.
knowledge thus «tmd «rjt&. ««£<«*» of help
FCCted unrterKrrtim-l w«n>r««ys »»' "f"V"^,
securing the bank-, of « S .«a Wei CW£
Isttunua Of P.tnam* is one. of tho««. j>l»»j>l»» »

ndu

-
one nei-1.- to know about as much about in*£-w-
grouud as about the giouad that can "• sew*. .

JUDAEANS TO HONOR PROF. FERREPO.
At the next meeting of the Judaeans. •»'r:-'- *O

take place at the Hote! Astor on the liiiultil«
Sunday. January \u25a0-. Professor Sal Mrs. tsuaJ*sane
Kerrero wilr be the guests of honor. fleanp S.
Helman wffl speak on the Congress of Berdn eg
1575; Dr. Mary Mills Patrick. president of «»
American College for Girls at Constantinople. *"
discuss name aspects of present day Turkey. «=<*
the Rev. Dr. John P. Peters will speak on "*\u25a0»
Hay's Rumanian Note and International lataT*

vention on Account of Religious Liberty."

FRENCH SECRETARIES PROMOTED.
Paris. Dec 2&.—Vicemte Charles de C^aaeteai

and Vicomte de- Martel. secretaries of the
':*r«ncß

Embassy at Washington, have been prorscted from
the third to the second class in the rank of secre-
taries.

TO PRESENT YON BERNSTORFF SCON
Washington. Dec. a—Count yon Berastorff. th»

new German Ambassador V. the United stat«s. Itis

expected, will be presented Is the President b*f«>re

New rear's Day. He will meet Secretary Bootee
Monday, when arrangements for the ceremony eal
be made.

SOCIAL NOTES FROM NEWPORT.
[ByT»le*raph to The Tribune. 1

Newport. Dec. M.-Jlr. and Mrs. Hugh D. Auch'J-
close and family arrived to-day to make a shsst
visit at their Newport hon.e.

James V. Parker, who has been I'lat his SSB*
port « \u25a0-•\u25a0\u25a0 Ihome since earlr last summer, »*

regained Mi health, sad departed to-day fer Ne«

York. He will sail f"r Cuba soon.
Mrs. Woodbury Kane has closed her season aai

gone to New York.

NOTES FROM TUXEDO PARK.
[ByTelegraph to Tha Tribune. ]

Tuxedo Park. K. V. De 2?.— The crt!or.!sts H
Tuxedo are preparing for a lively fcoh-lay ireeic
Ifthe. xveather remains cold there -will be plenty nf
winter sports in addition to th» other social affatrs
scheduled. The large, t.->hr»3it2n elide near ths club-
house Is ready, and as soon as the. lake freezes It
willbe opened. The. Hew Year's Ev« dance at tl:*
Tuxedo Club will attract a large err.wl «f tt>.»
yonnp;<>r people. Including many of the seasons
debutantes, and many house parties willb» gfren.

Among the cottaeers who will open their villas
for the week are Mr. and Mr«. Richard Mortimer.
Mr. and Mrs. R. Fulton Cutting. Mr. and Mrs. tV.
M. V. Hoffman. Mr. and Mrs. Henry W. Muni-*.
Mr. and Mrs. W. B. D:n»?mor<\ Mr. and Mrs. New-
bold Edgar. Mr. and Mrs. Alfred Setem and Mr.
and Mrs. Grenvil!e> Kane. Mr. and Mrs. Charles
B. Alexander arrived to-day at their cottage. Mr.
and Mrs. Oauiucl Wagstaff ar» spend:ns the holiday
week with Mrs. Amos T. French.

Other arrivals this week will lncl':d» .-».-•

Sampson. Bar. and Mrs. J. E. Stevens. Mr. and
Mrs. Thomas G. Condon. Mr. and Mrs. Hitrland.
Pell. Mr. and Mrs. Geors:? W. Forsytb, Mr. and
Mrs. Jamf-s Bruwn. Mr. and Mrs. William Elliott.
Mr. and Mrs. E. A. Leroy. Jr.. Dr. and Mrs. Georg*
William Douglas, W. MaeKsaU Rfviewaid. Miss Ro-
dewald. tha Misses Alexander Mi?s Dorothy Tuek-
erman. Miss Betas Coeter. Miss 3is»low. Sir. anrl
Mrs. J. Edward Davis. Mr. and Mr.-. E. L. Burrell
and Mr. an.l Mr?. Willard L. Brown.

Mr. and Mrs. C. R. Van Msatl and Mr. ar.-i
Mrs. L. B. SfcC ISJi came cut to-day and chaperonel

a party of young people for t!ie winter sports, fol-
lowed by a luncheon party at the riui>house.

The finals in the club championship In court t»n-

nis willbe played at the court of the Tuxedo T->r!-
nis and Racquet Club to-morrow, in addition to th*
handicap matches both In court tennis and rackpt».

Mr. and Mrs. E. A Wiltse are spending the early

winter 'n the Ingallshouse. Oth»r late cottage ar-
rivals are Mr. and Mrs. H. X>. Wliltfield. Mr. ani

Mrs. H. H. TlliHiMlllMand M- and Mrs. '-ha T.
Harris.

Mrs. Jess:* Hoyt willgive a dan«:e at Sherry en
January 3 for her debutante daughter. M:s* Corne-
lia Hoyt, and WOT. give a luncheon Ist her on Janu-
ary 13 at her home. In Park avenue.

Miss Isabel Biddl ?. daughter of Dr. and Jlrs.
Alexander Williams Bidd^e, will b«> married to A.
J. t>r«xel Paul on Tuesday in Philadelphia. Th*
wedding will be> small on account of in* recent
death si Mr. Paul's father Mr. Paul 13 a brother
of Miss Mary Astor Paul.

Mr. and Mr*. F. Es*rton sT«s and m •\u25a0\u25a0 r^ra
'•\u25a0.-. Mr and Mrs. J. H. Purdy. Mr. Mi Mrs.

Geors* Bird and G. Creiarhton W»bb are Included;
in the house party which Dr and Mrs. W. Se-wa.-fl
Webb are/ entertaining at SJmII

-
their pla<*e ta

Vermont, over the Christmas holidays.

Sailing yesterday for England were Mrs. V.'ocd-
bury Kane, Sir Horace Plunkeit. Eugene Delaao,
Jr., and F. J. Rutberford.

Mrs. B. Qsjtea Chisolm gave a larse theatre parry
last night for her daughter. Miss Winifred Cfciaolrr.
who has not yet made her debut. The party met at
the home of Mrs. Chsssaa, (fe 23 Bssl 33th street,

and from there wen taken to see. "Th* M»n fron
Home," and afterward were brought ba<*k to tjv»

home of Mrs Chisolm for supp»r Amort* th»
guests wars Miss Marls U Emmet. Miss Sybil
Davis. Miss S'oane. Miss J»anni<» Emmet. Mhs
Katharine MIM?r, Mil Winifred • hieoirn. Jibs
Charlotte Olov»r. Mlsm Katharine San<is. MlfsNia*

"

( Msolm. Hiss Salli* Mai' Miss Frances Hfnrr.
Mis*Phyllis McVieWar. Miss Cornelia \u25a0 aasss 2rt*i
Agnes Claflin. Miss Dorothy Chj«><>lm. Fnnk Btr-
ton. Stoddard Hoffman. V.'inthrop Kean. «Jord#3
MsanasSffalej John Glover. Stephen Rho2des. 1.1b4-
ley Miller, John Pitn-?v. Harold Watson. Sidney
Ripley, James Clark. Reginald Townsend. Wl"laia
Pepper and Watson C Emmet.

TIM second of th«t Saturday *venins dances was
held at Delmonico's last nirht and iraa veil at-

tended. The quests were received by Mrs. CTur'.es
R. Huntin^ton and a number of th«» other patron-
esses, who include >.lr< F. Livingston Pell. Mrs
E. Morgan Csrinn»ll. Mr». L. Jacquelin amln. Mrs.
Undiey Tappln, Mr?. Charles E. Sands. M- Sack-
ett M. Barclay. Mrs. Henry Lewis Morris and M'3.
John Csavhasa Jay. The cotillon was \u25a0\u25a0 by L!n«l3-
ley Tappln, dancing alone, and t»w favors consisted
of holly red ribbons with bells for the women aad
cigarettes fur the men.

th» late William C. Whitney' before them. hay»

rented for nearly two d<»cad<»s past from Lori
Strathmore for the shooting season.

Among the dances of the week Is that M be fiv^n
by Mrs. James Brown at her n»w bouse, in Park
avenue, on Tuesday nljcht. for law dau?ht«r. M!.«»
Angelica Schuyler Brown, one of the debutantes of
the season. Her father. James Brown. Is a. jrran-1-

eon and namesake of the founder
••

the famous eld
Anglo-American banking house of Brown Brothers.

Another dance of Ins w«i I*that of th» er^rt-
atlon known as the Friday Junior Cotillon, which
takes place on Friday evening at Sherry's. An"!H
th» patronesses are Mrs. Schuyler Warren. Mrs. C
I/*dyard Blair. Mrs. E. H. Harriman and lira,

Frederick Pearson.

LJXCOLV OX THE STAMPS.
Expressions of popular dissent from the de-

cision of the Fostofflee Department to banish
the portrait of Lincoln from postage stamps
continue, and indeed seem to increase in num-
bers and earnestness, aud it must be con-
fessed that on both special and general grounds
they are nol devoid of force. If it were de-
sirable that the change should ever be made it

would still seem particularly infelicitous to'
make it at the very time when the nation ia
with notable unanimity commemorating the
centenary of Lincoln's birth. There are those
who suggest that for the year 1909, Instead of
being banished from the r>-«-ent stamps the por-
trait of Lincoln should be placed upon all
Stamps of all denominations as a part of the
national commemoration of the year. We might
doubt the advisability of that, though of course
there have been numerous precedents set for It
in the issuing of special sets of stamps in com-
memoration of other anniversaries mid la con-
nection with various celebrations. But cer-
tainly it would be appropriate to have the por-
trait Of Lincoln retained for the widest possi-

ble distribution during his own centennial year.
The argument in favor of the change appears

to be. that by excluding nli portraits save those
of Washington and Franklin, the latter ou th"
1cent stamps and the former on all others, a
desirable uniformity and simplicity will be se-
cured and a return will be effected to the sys-
tem which prevailed sixty-odd years ago. The
former consideration seems to have more
weight than the latter. Simplicity and uni-
formity are doubtless desirable. In some other

countries it is the role to have precisely the
same design for all -stamps, save in the numer-
als which indicate their value, the different de-
numlnatfcms being distinguished by different
colors. In Great rir'tain the stamps bear the
portrait of the sovereign, in France an emblem
of the republic, and in Japan

—
which country

has me of the most attractive stamps in the
world

—
a conventional representation of the

national flower In this country, however, there
has never been, unless for a brief time in the
earliest years, any such uniformity, but our
postage stamps have varied In portraits and
design* as well as In color, and \u25a0 still more
marked rule to the same effect has long been
observed in our paper currency.
Ifthere were to be only one portrait on nil

«.ur stamps, beyond doubt it should be that of
Washington: and ifonly two. the *«.,\u25a0, should
almost as certainly be that of Franklin. Hut
there are many Mho cannot perceive any con-
vincing reason for limiting them to two. There
iiiiglUbe good reasons for bavins only one por-
trait, and thus having our stamps as uniform In
design as those of some other lands. But If
there are to be more than one, the rule of uni-
formity is no longer effective sad there tuny
bf as valid nifrmnents for \u25a0 third us for a
second portrait. Then* Is certainly no danger
<.r exaggeration la ranking 1.hi.'..1n next to
Washington among our Presidents in both our
own snd the whole world's esteem because of
his aHiu'veniciiN \u0084f end urine henefh v, man-
kind. We are moreover now far enough ivaj
from li*» occurrences of imiu'iit, 1,, permit •<
,<,rr.-.» rerlmafe t<» be tanned rpiil held In all
parts of th" nation \u0084f thai "one of nature's

The notion that the rule of the War Depart-

iueut on the isthmup is purely military, arbi-
trary and un-American, and that the Constitu-
tion should be applied there is sadly illadvised.
It has long be^n the practice to Intrust great

public woiks to army engineers, and it is mani-
festly desirable to maintain that system at Pan-

ama. As the canal is our paramount interest
there, and the only reason for our being there at
all. so long as it is in the hands of the War
Department the whole Canal Zone should be.
That docs not mean martial law. but civil law
under civilian authority, entirely consonant
with American principles and practice. There
could scarcely be anything more offensively un-
American than any attempt to apply the Con-
stitution of the United States to a land which

is not. and In all human probability never will
be, a part of the United States. Unless there
shall be shown some very strong reasons for a

change which are now entirely unknown to the
American public, the present efficient, highly

creditable and prosperous status of the Canal
Zone government should be leftundisturbed.

So far as we can gather, the objection to the
present form of government is that it Is nomi-
nally military, under the direction of the War

Department. There seem to be those who think

that as no state af war exist? a 1Panama \u25a0

government which i* military only in name
tibould be replaced by another form or
name, r.nrl some eren cherish the fantastic
notion that the United States Constitution
should he put into full force In that region.

Now the logic of the case is this: Thai it Is
desirnble to have the whole of our interests
there under the control of a single executive
department ef oar government; that the canal
i- under the War T>epnrtment and will donbt-

bb reSßjßfel there, as the results thus attained
are fvr better thnn could be hoped for In any

other way. and that therefore, the general ad-
ministration of the (anal Zone should al>o be
under the War Department. A few years ago

some little difficulties arose from the division of
responsibility which then existed. That mistake

should not be repeated. The unification of af-
fairK now effected with happy results, should
!«• naintatned.

CAXAL ZOXE GbVJBttyUEXT.

There may be reasons of a convincing charac-
ter for the establishment of a new form of gov-
ernment for the Canal Zone, but if so they have
not been disclosed to the public and are not ap-

parent even to tho*«e who have witched closely

and who are well informed concerning th*» pro.c-
ress, the present condition and the prospective
needs of the canal enterprise. In fact, the
strong impression is that it will be best to leave

well enough alone. There have already been
several changes in Canal Zone administration
which were suggested by the development of the
undertaking and which were desirable, if not
necessary. But no cause for another change at
this time Is to be perceived. On the contrary,

the present administrative system seems to be

admirably in accord with the present system of
prosecuting construction work on the canal, and
as the latter Is presumably to be continued to

the end it would seem desirable if not indis-
pensable that the former should also be con-
tinued.

level, and also that of Lake Cbamplain several
feet hijrber than the latter now is at low water,

«nd to make the B'c Chaaj River navigable

for it number of mile?.
The proposition is highly attractive and will

doubtless elicit much approval and. encourage-
ment from merchants, manufacturers and com-
mercial organizations alonj; the Champlaln and
Hudson valleys from Rouse's Point to New
York Bay. It would make it possible for canal
larses and river and lake steninboats of con-

siderable size to come from Montreal direct to
New York. Canada has a fine series of deep

canals connecting all parts of the Qreal Lake*
with the st. Lawrence, and this enlarged

Cbavablf Canal, in connection with correspond-
ing works in New York, would connect them
all directly with the Hudson, so that Canadian
commerce, even from Manitoba and Keewatin.
put aboard at Port Arthur, could come straight
through to New York without breaking bulk.
Canadian*, of course, expect this scheme, if ful-
filled, to be profitable to themselves, and there
can be little doubt that it would be of much

profit also to New England and New York, and
would greatly promote that increase of Inter-
course between the Dominion and the United
States which would be of Immediate and endur-
ing advantage to both nations.

Mr. and Mm Han 1 Payne Whitney expect to
spend much more of tluir time abroad during tho
coming year than In the twelve months tii.-u ar.i
now drawing to \u25a0 ekite. Harry Payne Whitney,
Lawrence and J. M. WaU-rbury and J. S. Phlpps
}iin« arranged to so abroad as an Ajnertcan ikjlo

team In the early s>inmi in quest of International
honors Rt llurllnjtham.RaneiasH ami other famous
polo litres In England, also at Paris, at Ostend
and IHMt. hut not least, at Madrid, where they will
have the opportunity ..;\u25a0 playing figHlnut Kins -\l-
in"*..In person the only monarch who has «r>n
1..1;: us a !\u25a0\u25a0'•• player. Subsequently Mr. ;«n«l
Mrs. Harry Payne Whitney will proceed t« Hol«
*ick Hall, tho place in Yorkshire which they, and

Hamilton Fish Henjamln's wedding to Miss Ella
Louise Bacon on Saturday wtll also be \u25a0 very quietaffair, owing to the recent death of his mother.
Mrs. Samuel Nicoll Benjamin, and of his aunt.
Mrs. Nicholas Fish. It will take plan In Trinity
Church, Lenox, and among those who v.ii: opeu
their country houses there for the occasion are
Mrs. William K. Bacon, th.> mother of the bride;
Mr. and Mrs. George Wmtnrop rotoom, Mr. and
Mrs. Samuel Frothingham and Mr. and Mrs Fred-
erick S. Deluflold.

In New York itself New Year's Eve and New
Years Day will be observed as a popular holiday.
admitting of very little entertainment of a forma!
character. To Judge from the extraordinary de-
mands for the reservation of supper tables on New
Year's Eve at all the fashionable restaurants, the
greater portion of New York society, besides
thousands of others beyond it?porta!?, will wel-
come the new year not at their homes, but amid
the scenes of festivity that prevail at the popular
hostierles on the night of the last day of the twelve
months: and the principal clubs, those of a po-
litical as well as those of a social character, have
all made special arrangements for th» entertain-
ment of their members and of the friends of the
latter on the eve of St. Sylvester. Outside in the
streets there will be the usual blowing of horns.
shouting, singing and general merrymaking, the
noise mingling with the chimes with which old
Trinity downtown, St. Patrick's Cathedral up-
town, and the other metropolitan churches will
ring out the old year and hail 190?.

Several weddings of note figure on the week'scalendar. Among them is that of Bernon Sheldon
Prentice to Miss Clare Ellsworth at the house of
her parents. Mr. and Mrs. James W. Ellsworth. in
East 53d street, on Tuesday. Owing to Illness in
the family of th° bridegroom, the wedding will he
informal and there will be no reception. Miss
Gladys Waterbur/ nnd Mrs. Rem-e Schlcy will be
the bridal attendants, R. Dunne Humphreys thebast man. and Frederic F. de Rham. Reeve Sihley.
PhilipO. Mills and Lincoln Ellsworth, of Mew York;
Robert AVinsor. of Boston, and Russell EH Sard]
of Albany, tho ushers. The newly married couple'
will spend part of their honeymoon in Italy, where
the father of the bride, James W. Ellsworth, owns
one of the most beautiful and historic villas at
Florenc.' which he purchased from the Earl of
Crawford. Itwas occupied on several occasions by
Queen Victoria.

Adams Birthday, as the Moslems are in the

habit of designating the first day of IBS new year,
will, as usual, keep many well known people out

of town this week. Some of them. Including at

least a score of debutantes and a still larger num-
ber of their elders, hava beiaker- themselves to
Washington for the coming-out ball of Miss Ethel

Roosevelt at the White House to-morrow evening,

for which nearly a thousand invitations have been
issued, and they will remain in the national capi-

tal for the reel of the week to attend the enter-
tainments of a more or less official character
which are given, by the President and by the
various embassies and legations at th<» beginning

of the year. Others will go to Tuxedo, where on
THursday night the customary New Year's Eva
ball will take place at the clubhouse, preceded by
dinners galore, the dance being made the occasion
of house parties at most of the villas and cot-
tages of the p«rk colony. Yet others are spend-
ing the Christmas and New Year's holidays up In
the Adirondacks, where lodges and camps have
been opened, and at country seats in the Berk-
\u25a0hlrea. the Hudson Valley and around New York,

where the days and also the evenings are being
devoted to the enjoyment of winter sports. Still
others have gone South, and whi!<» Colonel Oliver
Payne- has a party staying with bin at his place
at Tbomasrllie, Ga., Mr. and Mrs. William K. Van-
derbilt. sr., are making their headquarters at
Asheville. N. <•\u0084 and Mr. and Mrs. Pembroke
Jones have a houseful of guests staying with them
at their plantation )n North Carolina.

NEW YORK SOCIETY.

iN WASHINGTON SOCIETY.
[From Th«Tribune Bureau.l

Washington, Dec. 26.—A reception was given by

Mr. and Mrs. N. 8. Slmpkins at their Connecticut
avenue house to-night to Introduce their daughter.

Miss Faith Simpklns, to society.

IThe marriage of Miss Margaretta Spurgeon and

Lieutenant Edwin Gunner, 24th United States In-
fantry, stationed at Madison Barracks. New York,

will take pia«e at S o'clock on Tuesday evening at

St. Margaret's <"hutch.
Senator and Mrs. Beveridge entertained a lark's

number of young people at dinner to-night, and

afterward took them to the theatre.
The next Secretary of State and Mrs. Philander

Knox are entertaining their eon-tn-law and daugh-

ter. Mr. and Mrs. J. R. Tindall. of Philadelphia;

their second son. Hugh Knox. who has just re-

turned from a trip around the world, and their
younger son. Phiiander Knox. a student at the

Morris Heights School, Providence,

THE DIPLOMATIC CORPS.
(iV'.m T*°Tribune Bureau.I

Washington. Dec, 26.— The Cuban Minister and
Spfiora •!<=> Qcwsada followed a custom which they

established some years ago of giving a Christmas
party for theft children. flan—lts Aurora Qutwassl
and their son. and en^rtaincd sixty children from

the diplomatic corps and official and resident SB-

ciety this afternoon. The girls all appeared in pink

demmos and the boys in yellow. There, was a

Christmas tree bearing th« favors.
Lieutenant Colonel B. R. James. British Military

Attache, ami the Hon. Mrs. James, have as guests

Mr. and Mrs. Roger B. Vlerriman. of Harvard Uni-

versity, who arrived h?re to-day. To-morrow they

win have their guests at luncneon at the Chevy

Chase Club.
The second French secretary and Viscountess de

Martel entertained a number of young people at a
dance and supper.

The Hon. Ronald Lindsay, first secretary of th%

British Embassy at Rome, who accompanied his
naneee, Miss Martha Cameron, .in.l her mother. to

this country soon after th*> announcement of his

"ngagement. ha* failed for his post of duty. His

marriage to Miss Cameron will not take place for

some time.

THE CABINET.
\u25a0 IFnim The Trlbun*Bureau.1

'
Washington. Dec. 26.

—
The Secretary of State

and Mrs. Root will have as their quests for New

Year's Day their son-in-law and daughter. Lieu-

tenant and tin. V. S. Grant, 3d. who will arrive

from Boston in a few days. Their younger ton.

Edward Root, who came from New York to spend

Christmas, is still htre.
The Postmaster General and his wn, George Yon

L. Meyer, jr.. who went to North Carolina for a few
days' shooting Just before Christmas, will return

here to-morrow.
-

The Secretary of the Navy and Mrs. Newherry

Will return to Washington to-morow mornlntr from
Detroit, where they went to sp^nd Christmas Day

with Mr. Newberry's mother.

AT THE WHITE HOUSE.
[Froir. Th« Tribune Birnul

Washington. Dec. 26.— The President, through
Secretary Loeb, Issued a statement to-day express-

ing his Interest in the appeals of labor made in

connection with the Gompers-Mltchelt-Morrieon
case, but pointing out that any action of his at

present would be an Interference with legal pro-

cedure.
Among the White House callers to-day were Sec-

retary Cortelyou. Secretary Garfleld. Assistant Sec-
retary Bacon, Rear Admiral Davis. Senators Hurk-

ett and Owen, Representatives Bartholdt, Stevens.

Bennet. Bede. Hepburn and Kno%\lan<l, Speaker

Wads worth, with Dr. W. P. Spratllng; James Oli-
ver, of New York; F. J. Heney. District Attorney

Day. of Cleveland ;Harry Skinner, of North Caro-
lina, and Chairman Frank H. Hitchcock.

The President went walking Just before dark.

LIGHT MOTORS FOIL AIRSHIPS.
At an automobile show just held in Paris sev-

eral gasolene engines intended for the propul-
sion of flying machines were displayed. One,
developing SO horsepower, weighed 330 pounds.
Another had a capacity of 10") horsepower, but
its weight was only 209 pounds, or scarcely
more than two pounds to the horsepower. "With
the first waiter was used to cool the cylinders.

while with the second that function was per-
formed by a rotary fan. Both indicate that
progress is being made toward the attainment
of lightness in engines designed for aeronautic
service, but even the one last mentioned prob-
ably does not represent the extreme of possible
achievement.

The utmost practicable reduction In the
weight of the motive machinery is essential to
the highest efficiency of the aeroplane, as well
as to that of the dirigible balloon. There seems
to be \u25a0 greater necessity in the ease of the
"heavier than air" machine than there Is in that
of Its rival, because the aeroplane is dependent
on motion for its buoyancy, whereas in air-
ship like Yon Zeppelin's has independent means
of support in the air. still, the disadvantage
under which the aeroplane tabors in this respect
may be apparent, not real. There may be com
pensating characteristics which have* not been
fully recognized. For Instance, the aeroplane
may encounter less resistance during flight nt
a given speed than the self -propel] gas bag.
Itwillnot do to draw hasty Inferences from the
fact that up to the present time the Wright ma-
chine baa made no voyage lasting more than
two hours, and that the Wftrtemberger'fl best
product came near to demonstrating its ability
to remain aloft twenty-four. The limit to the
quantity of fuel which an aeroplane may carry
has by do means been determined. However,
no matter which typo of airship shall event-
ually prove superior to its rival in the duration
of Its flights. inport mice of dispensing with
every needless pound of weight in the motive
machinery is obvious.
It is worthy of tote that Sir Hiram Maxim,

who has recently evinced fresh Interest In
aeronautics, is credited with expressing the
opinion that the chief problems now to' be
solved relate to the engines for flying ma-chines. la his highly promising experiment*
with the aeroplane h dozen yjwfra ago Kir Hiram
made me of steam. Up doubtless «re* v,,,( \u0084
much smaller burden of fuel is required !<•• n
gn*..l..!i« motor than for the type of engine hefirst employed. If he now concentrates Ma

While no one wishes in any way to abridge
the holiday festivities, it is easy t<> reduce the
danger of fire to a minimum by keeping ihe can-
dles away from the Christmas trees. Ff the usual
tinsel ornaments are used, this safeguard may be
taken without In any way Impairing the beauty
of the tree, for the reflection of the liuhts in the
room upon the pllded baubles gives the desired
effect of brightness, and tbe nervousness Incident
to the constant apprehension of those having tbe
celebrations in charge willbe avoided. There Is
no excase for having lighted candles In dose
proximity to flimsy paper decorations in \u25a0
crowded room, especially where so large a pro-
portion of t_he occupants are Y\omen and chil-
dren. The custom is ore that is already going
Into disfavor, and may well be entirely al>oli«heil.

(7/RIBTMAS AFTEHUA 1/.'.
As of Independence Day, one of thedirectre-

pults of tbe Christmas holiday is an appalliug

list of accidents, and along with the time hon-
ored prescriptions to be taken internally to as
suace the grief caused by -a too traditional de-
votion to turkey, mince pie and candy come the
external applications to heal the wounds caused
by firo nnd accident. In the North, to he sure,

there is a lack of powder burns and ini-sinu'
rin^rr* due to misplaced confidence in irecrack-
»-rs. rockets nnd guns, but lv the South, where
th<* Christmas celebration !r conductor! more

along the iine of the Northern Fourth of July,
the list of troubles ranges from the loss of an
arm. which followed the ignition of a giani
cracker by :i Tennessee youth, to that temporary

loss of appetite which is so notable on the 26th
of December; as well as the (my following
Thanksgiving.

The gravest dancer which confronts the bolt-
day merrymakers, however, is that from lire,and
toe list of accidents arising from this source is

quite appalling; yet perhaps the surprise should
be that so little damage results from fire when it
is considered that most of the Christinas dtn-ora-
lions ;iro of highly inflammable material, nnd
alongside the paper ornaments ob the christmap

tree will generally be fo^nd the lighted candle:
in fact, a Christmas entertainment where at
least one little blaze is not started by too close.
contact of fire and fuel is an exception. Every
Christmas entertainment is, therefore, n poten-

tial tin* panic, with the possibilities of dancer
to Tinny lives.

ACCOUNTABILITY OF EMPLOYES.
That uu amount of care on the part of tiv-i

officials of any tntnsiportatioa company can ob-

viate the dauger at accident without the co-op-

eration of employ« is apparent The best rules

possible for human ingenuity to devise are of

'no value if they are not followed, and 'there i»

DO reason to question the accuracy of the de-

duction of the Public Service Conimi«lon, 2d

District that of the accidents on steam ra.l-

roads reported to that body "a large propor-

"tion of those investigated have been caused
-by the failure of employes to obey standard
»operatin« rules or special instructions which

"\vt?re iv force for the *afe movement of

-••trains. The outcry now and then made for
the conviction and punishment of th« active
manager of Itransportation line after an ex-

ceptionally distressing acSHdent would there-

fore seem infrequently to hsve little behind it.

It is a fact too well known for dispute that

constant association with any danger tends to

lessen one's sense of responsibility in con-
nection with it. The switchman nt the lever
whose action at the proper moment is neces-
sary to preserve the lives of passenger?, becomes
in time so accustomed to his work that, his

movements are largely mechanical, aud the

tn*k Income* little more io him than the mere
Shifting of rails. The engineer, although he

know* that in case of accident he will be the
one most likely to suffer fatal injury, may take

chances which would be fo^ hazardous for con-
templation by the ordinary,' man. and the same
condition operates equally in every occupation
Involving danger either to the person himself
or to those who are dependent upon him.

Among railroad men Itis frequently remarked
that It is not the new employe who is killed.

but the one who has been working lone enouph

to take chances which would not be considered
by the tyro. The old chauffeur is more likely

to run risks in speeding than the one unfamil-

iar with his car. Itis the old story of famil-
iarity breeding contempt,, and with human
nature as It is constituted, in face of the con-
stant demand for speed, not only on the high-

way* but on the railways and the sea. there

must inevitably be the element of danger In
any means of transportation. This necessitates
the greatest vigilance on the part of operating
officials, and there is every reason to believe
that in an overwhelming majority of cases the

men in authority are keenly alive to their re-

sponsibilities. The difficulty, as would be indi-
ted by the report of the commission, is In

the thousands of less intelligent employes who

must be picked up wherever they may be found.
and intrusted with duties involving a mental
alertness to which they have not been trained.

masterful, great men." We cannot doubt that

it would ho gratifying to the whole nation to
have the portrait of Lincoln retained upon our
stamps both for the coming year and for nil

time.

THE CHEAPNESS OF LIFE.
From The Beet on Post.

During this rear labor In th,> United States !ost
nearly 35,000 lives In the course of employment
There were also about 2.000.000 accidents. Most
Industries Involve risks, some prettier tlinn Others.
The accident rate of electrlclana I" excessive.
That of ,-,.;,! miner* is S,lO per l 008 In tn*. United
Stated to 1.70 per ' ''•''** in "'\u2666' United Kingdom.
This proportion holds among, the railroad employes.
W« |o*l 2 .*> per 1,06 •to Germany's .SS per I,'lfli). lii
other words, we «lnuKht«»reil on the average 915
more coal miners than England and it:;.', more
railroad employes than <;•- mam

Two condition* >ouni for this excessive death
line thut rum throughout all our departments of
labor. First, the reckless Indifference iiml care*
ies'neFs. united with an Inherent dislike to obadl
ence. that characterise our American workmen.
Second, t tic unwillingness >>r employers to install
ar-cident *mvliik d^vic^s. nn<l :o . ompel military
nl»e*l!fnre to preventive orders

(}ermanj has \u25a0 permanent exposition of arciilrnt
KHving devices whirh baa been productive of great
bfneni U) life. Tills feature England la copying.

"Planning on making many New Year's calls?"
"Iguess not. Moat of mv friends have gone

local option."—Detroit Free Press.

Inaccordance with an ancient custom, the Lord

Chancellor of England. Sir Edward Grey, the

Home Secretary, and half a dozen other official
personages have received material for a new suit
of black. It Is a present from the City Cor-
poration of London. In the early periods of his*
tory the retainers of great lords, wearing their
liveries, were so numerous as to be dangerous

both to the King and the laws. The disorders
arising from them required all the vigor of the
sovereign and the Legislature to restrain, and
many statutes were passed between 1377 and

1504 for that purpose. Exception was. however,

made In favor of guilds and fraternities and men
of "the misteries" of cities and boroughs. This
probably gave rise to the creation of liverymen

of the several companies, and i.« supposed to be

the foundation of this annual gift of what Is

called "livery cloth."

"Preachers usually marry young."
"Yep; that's the only game of chan. « a

T>r<=nch«r Is permitted to play."- Louisville
Courier-Journal

On the anniversary of the death of Bismarck
a collection of anecdotes pertaining to the Iron

Chancellor appeared in Stuttgart, among which

are these: After Emperor William Ihad re-
turned Bismarck's resignation with the word

-Never" written boldly across it, Bismarck spoke

again of his falling strength to the Emperor. "I

am much older than you," said William, "and

am still strong enough to ride." "Yes, your

majesty." said Bismarck, "the rider usually out-

lasts the horse." After the peace of 1871 Bis-

marck went to Frankfort -on-t he-Main. When

ha entered the hotel, Where he had often been a
guest, the head porter said. "I hardly knew your

highness. In civilian's clothes." "You are just

like the French people." answered Bismarck,

"they never knew us until we put our uniform

on."

"Are you Mr. Brlefleigh*'
'Ye«. sir. What can 1 do for you.
••I wish to retain you M my counsel. Iam

colt)* to begin suit for » divorce
"

"A)\ I'm sorry to hear thai you find It nrc+«-
garv to take Biirii action. What are the grounds

on which you wish to apply for your freedom.

"Tea? "What form has your wife's cruelty

i ken
**'*

insists on livingup to the salary Ihave-Slif Insista on living V'T> to the palsr\- Iliave,

be*»n trying to make our friends believe Ipet.
—.

Chicago" Record- 1

Tn a small Philadelphia restaurant thai caters

to persons on economy bent the bill of fare Is

headed by this notice: "Regular filmier—Men, SI
cents; women. IB cents." "How la this?" asked

n. chance, customer belonging to the sex most

heavily taxed. "Ton charge us fellows 10 cents
more thnn you do the women. What have we
done that we Should be so discriminate,!

against?" "You eat mere," was the plain re-
joinder. "It doesn't cost nearly so much to

feed women as men. but we ar« the first con-
cern in thin part of town that has been brave
enough to say so in plain print. Many foreign

restaurants have recognized that fart, and have
regulated their charges accordingly."

"My husband is so very unreaeonable."
"Most husbands are What did yours do?"
"He fixed a fishhook in one of his pockets be-

cause he pretended to suppose that Irobbed him
at night—and then he hlfim»«d me because he
forgot It was there." -Cleveland Plain Dealer.

Baltimore will have a novel contest on New
Year's Day A number of young athletes have
arranged a race of twelve miles for roller skat-
ers, the course to lie twice over a six-mile

stretch of asphalted streets. One of the con-
testants has expressed confidence In being able
to go the distance in an hour and twenty min-
utes.

Jinks
—

In b* bo lazy, then?
Rinks

—
Lazy! Say, his motto is, Never put

off till to-morrow what you can get Homebody
else to do for you to-day!"

—
Chicago News.

Policemen In Chicago are clamoring for an
increase In pay. and Chiei Snippy ham recom-
mended that salaries be raised to the scale ti.at
New York pays, from $1,400 for patrolmen of
long service to $3,500 for Inspectors. The in-
crease would raise the police budget by $150,000

a year.

TJfE TALK OF THE DAY

Up to the present time winter's demonstra-
tions have been more formidable over the At-

lantic than in Europe or America, but we hear
n.» complaint against such discrimination from
landlubbers.

ProftfeOr W. W. Campbell, who has been in-

vited to deliver, the Silliman lectures at Tale,

has performed a variety of notable astronomical
work durinjr'he |r,np r*ri"d of his association
with the Lick observatory, of which he is now

the director. For his measurement, by spectro*
BOOpic means, of the velocities of stars moving

toward or away from the earth h« r*cehred a

Rold medal from the Royal Astronomical Society

of England three or four years ago. the presen-

tation being made through the American Am-

bavsador at th<> Court o* St. James's. It is hard
to cay whether Yale or Professor Campbell is

more to be congratulated upon the choice.

De-spite the exaggerated professions of skepti-

cism on the part of "some 'very superior critics,

of all things that are, It looks more an<s morn
as if the Republican majority at Washington

would loyally fulfil its promise of tariff revision,

and that according: to the reasonable rule that
the way to revise is to revise.

Now ifwe have, as apparently there is danger,

an epidemic of "Marathon races," after the style

of the six day po-as-you-please walking

matches of thirty years ago, there will pretty

nearly be cause for wishing that Marathon had
never been fought, or at least that the bearer

of the news had been content to let the Athe-
nians wait a day.

There Is no little significance in the observa-
tion that the affray at Elk Island, near Moscow,

yesterday, in which Baron Cotte was killed, wag

"the most serious since the upritlns of Decem-
ber, 1905." That means that there has been

about three years of reasonable quiet and free-

dom from' revolutionary disturbance. As for this

latest outbreak. it is of course as much con-

demned by the Constitutionalists in the Douma
as by any of the bureaucrats.

The ab«urd little Rttempt of a Paris waiter to

pull the beard of the President of France was

probably without political Importance, but It

was a matter of course that the culprit was a
monarchist and an antl-Dreyfuulte. and It was

quite appropriate that he had on his person a

medal of General Merrier, the friend of the Illus-
trious l)u Paty de Clam. f

The city /Was without any sort of rxecutlvft

head on Saturday, and got along so well that

there may be those mean enough to suggest

further and more prolonged experiments of the
same kind.

injtPDuit.v upon the work of adaptinj? th« In-

ternal combustion motor to the requirements of
aviation, be may win fresh renown.
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