pesr by were similarly treated, and the ships
lonked like bits of cork bobbing about in &
tempest. Aimost immediately a tidal wave of
huge proportions swept across the strait, mount-
ing the coasts and carrying everything before it.
Scores of ships were damaged. and the Hun-
gartan mail boat Andrassy paried her cable and
went crashing into other vessels. Messina Bay
wes wiped out, and the sea was soon covered
with masses of wreckage, which was carried oft
in the arms of the receding waters.”

Eight sailors from the Sappho were landed
end took up the work of rescue. Officers and
men from Italian and British steamers also went
gshore as soon as possible, the British =saving a
famlly of five who were imprisoned in a burning
house Many prisoners from the jalls meade
thelr escape and looted right and left. Hun-
dreds engaged In the work of robbing the banks
&nd business houses, In the opinion of the offi-
cers of the Bappho half the population of Mes-
sina perished.

Further accounts given by the officers of the
Ssppho show the tremendous force of the great
wave which swept completely over gthe city,
grom which a dense cloud of dust arose as the
Pulldings fell, while the air was rent by agoniz-
ing cries for help.

Almost the entire city was in the twinkling of
an eye reduced to ruins, and in the midst of
these =till stand the gigantic and sinister walls
of the great hotel Trinacria, where a hundred
foreign guests met their death, the municipal
palace and a iine of what were once splendid
el

From a dozen sections tongues of flames were

ces along the sea front.

seen shooting cut of the ruins, and soon half the
town was enveloped in flames. Sallors from the
Sappho, under the command of the head engi-
neer, succeeded after a hard struggle against
reaching land, and they were

the waves In

among the first to penetrate into the town and
begin the work of rescue.

Bands of robbers entered the wrecked houses
end then fought over the ioot. One of the

PUBLIC SQUARE IN MESSINA, FACING VIA GARIBALDL

This piure was meade from

PR

a window In the Hotel Trinacria.

h‘ave already been taken from the ruins in the
Jatter. Cassano has 6,730 people, while Cosenza
is the centre of a commune with & population
of 21,000.

Vandalism of the worst kind broke out at
Messina, and the government adopted ths most
its repression. Robbers

severe measures for
and looters are shot on siglhit

When the prison at Messina collapsed some
of the convicts were killed, but the survivors
made their escape and joined the mob in sacking
There was at first such sonfusion that

the city
The local chief

the robbers met no resistance.
es dead in the room of his ofilce.

bands sacked the home of a rich merchant, | of police li
lending & deaf ear to his pitiful appeal to help The barracks at Messina were demolished.
oy -

himeself his family w
the wg ey stole the treasures and set fire
to the ruins

The first official news concerning Reggio
reached the Home Office this evening from

Gerace Marina, from which point an army of-

ped from that place, telegraphed

ficer, who est
that the town had been entirely destroyed and
that the dead were numberless Five earth
shocks, all terrible in their effects, had been
felt
Several 1 jers were killed at Catan- |
d licemen were killed and
Thousands of charred bodies have

At Palmi three
discovered,

»n floating in he strait.
hundred corpses have been

Hee

the

many hundred more are still beneath
wreckage. Every house in Bagnara was lev-
elled. All the railway stations bhetween Messir

and Rometta were de siroyed. Every little
f dead.
of the King from Naples

ymanuele, his maj-

lag= has its g

Before the dejg
m President Roose-
sympathy the United
ppreciated this ex-

of

highly

sery y at Messir 3

f twenty-three sec-
by remarkal at-
air was 1 with

appeared sudde
were followed distinet
which threw the people off
rushed 1o the streets
A large nu r of pe saw their majesties

depart from and one among a number

» station observed to the King:

he j} nce of y r majesty will suffice to

console the stricken popu k King

turned sharply on the speaker ar said rupt-
ly: “Don't talk nonsense.”

yat the geography of the

Ranged as to

been ma

remain ur
t Fort

as th

but these

ertained

been destroyed e wireless

, one of the most power-
itly not working The
the superstitions of the
are running the

on ail the saints and imploring
heave Their superstition has
been increased the rumor that in the general

destruc Meseina the statue of St. Rose

remaine

tion ©

rescue at Messina, according to

mea stails recelved here to-night, pre-
sented harrowing scenes Hundreds of persons
were pinned under walls and rafters, alive, but
terribly injured, for thirty urs One of the
rescuers found under the ruins of a house five
chii@ren, alive, ut unable to speak, clinging |
around the rpse of their mother In some
cases her rescuers met death the falling
ruins. In one house twenty persons suspended
an the fifth floor, and unable to reach the street
because the lower floors had been torn away,
were rescued with a rope by a sailor Six crim-
inals were killed while attempting to loot the

RBank of Sicily, where cash amounting to $500,-
) lay in plain view

Refugees from Reggio witb reached Catanzaro
this afternoon that they could huge
columns of emoke rising frefa the ruins of Mes-
sina. They affirmed that Reggio, Cannitello and
Lezzaro destroyed.

sald

see

were A tidal wave

de- |

molished the railroad between Lazzaro and Reg- |

gio, end a small army of men is working des- |

perately to re-establish
the latter
gnd telegraphers has started

Reports received from Cassano and Cosenza,
in <Calabria,. give 1,200 dead. and wounded

& 1he  fopuer town, and say that 500 bodies

communications
for which a train with

with

place,

500

troops |

PALACE AT COSENZA.

y to bring some order into the situation.

The commander of the troops was killed out-
right, and theré are many victims among the
enlisted men.

The government last night sent General Feira
di Cossatto, an army corps commander, to take
full charge of the tropps in the devastated ter-
ritory %

The robbers taged ruins
bulldings, and even stole clothing and valuables
from the corpses of the victims. They were n
deterred by the fiames that broke out in s
sections of the city, but took advantage of he
licht for their vandalism. The night in Messina
was one of ble horror—fire, robbery,
dead and dying on every side, in the
utmost i the people panicstricken.

Troops beg into Messina last night,
and this morr ber of steamers arrived
the with 1.
organized and efforts made

the of shattered

indescri
the city

confu

from 1 soldiers on boar«
Patrols were at cnce

penin

LOSS OF LIFE IN GREAT EARTH-
QUAKES.

Lives
Year. Place. lost.
1693..Sicily ......... I 1 I o Mo 60,000
1703..Yeddo, Japan ... .....ce-n .. 200,000

1731..Peking
1755..Lisbon
1783..Calabria
1797..Quito .
1861. .Peru and Ecuador...........
1883..Krakatoa

1896..Japan ........

1902..Martinique

1905..India -

1906..San Francisco ...... oot 500

1906..Valparaiso ........... SO

1907..Kingston, Jamaica .......... 1,500

1907.. Tarkestan .........cocovncee 14,000
utmost dispatch, by land and by =sea, to the

scene. Four thousand men from the garrisor
at Rome already their way. Various
steamship companies have placed vessels at the
disposition of the government, and the system
of wireless communication is being increased.
The Minister of the Interior has received a
telegram from Messina saying that the bodies
travellers and thirty Ger-

are on

of seventy English

Trinacria, Victoria and Bellevue at Mes-

tels

sina.

REGGIO NASS OF

Few of 50,000 Inhabitants Escape

Death or Injury.

Catanzaro, Calabria, Dec. 29.—Refugees are
beginning ta come in here from Reggio, on the
Strait of Messina. They confirm the previous
reports of the havoc caused by the earthquake
in that city. Tt is most difficult to get any con-
nected account of the from them,
for they are stunned and exhausted. They
however, that the disaster there was as appaliing
The lower part of

Joccurrences

say,

as at Messina, if not worse
Reggio has disappeared and the public buildings,

the churches, the barracks, the city hall and
numberless smaller houses are to-day only heaps
of ruir Any estimate of the death list i
vet impossible. The refugees could see Mes

in flames. Other refugees from Bagnara
that half of that town has been destroyed.

London, Dec A dispatch
from Catanzaro says that only a few thousands

29— received here

-—

Bands of

citizens were formed and helped in

heroically

the work of res

performed by soldlers and citizens alike, and in
some cases the rescuers themselves lost their
Iives in trying to help others. Toward morning

several of the worst fires had been extingt

he tin . . T
the looting was under partial control

ve order had been partially established.
finest p churches and

heaps of

e es, theatres of
: Countless dead
bodies are scattered through the wreckage

The 4

or less e«

Messina are now ruins

evastation over the entire district was
No part of the province
In

aused gas n

ple
plete

escaped more than

1eters to ex-

. an

d the fires which resulted helped greatly

! the death Jist

Wireiess telegraphy has been of the greatest
ir

assistancs getting reports from the devastated

regions

g the authorities to realize

the extent aster and to send help to
the places w e it was most urgently needed
A fiying s dron of the Itallan navy, com-

posed of the best three battleships, had started
for an Atlantic cruise before the news of the |
disaster arrive Through the medium of wire
less telegraphy, it 1S possible to reach these
vessels and order them to go at full speed to
sina. A British squadron that was at Syra-

cuse

has s
¥ doctors and supplies

The ¢ of the
lapsed, and other
hall,

16

cathedral at

churches, as well as the city

threaten to

at any moment. The tidal
wave sank numberless small boats in the harbor
there
At Riposto the tidal wave was thirty-five feet
high. It swept in with appalling power and
lasted forty-two seconds., First the sea rece ded |

for a great distance from

with

the
tremendous violence,

shore Then it

wept forward
wiater advanced in a huge wave and swept he-
fore it every house and building for a thousand
feet from the shoreline. The r

»

the streets Rlposto
The government is sending troops with the

. w
through of tol & depth of

from ten to twenty feet,

Many courageous acts were |

and com- |

ted for Messina, taking a number |

Catania col-

The |

ters rushed |

N
| out of the entire population of Regglo have
escaped death or injury

Lieutenant General Fiera déi Cossatto has or-
that all looters and robbers be shot on
sight. Martial law is enforced in the earthquake

| zone.
A dispatch from Rome says that the Pope has
been notified that the entire religious communi-
thes of Messina and Reggio, including bishops,

dered

priests, monks and nuns, have been wiped out
i by the earthquake and fire

—-—

'TWO TOWNS DESTROYED

A Thousand Dead at Palmi—Many

Lives

Lost at Bagnara.

29

Monte Leone, Calabria, Dec
Palmi has

The town of

been practically destroyved, as has

also Bagnara. The dead at Palmi number 1,00¥)

and it is impossible to estimate the Injured
| Large numbers were killed also in Bagnara, and
the list of wounded there also will be heavy.

Is are lacking

- tidal wave inundated a villa at Sen Gio-
vanni, 2,500 feet from the shore line,

Palmi has 10,000 inhabitants,
7,000,

IMMENSE SPOT ON THE SUN.

Coincident with Disaster in Italy—Commented
on by Astronomers.

Telegrapa
*1p Dec Local astronomers
iterested in the appearance ¢

[ By
a,

to The Tribune.)

29

i Are
deeply f a huge spot
on the sun about the time of the earthquake |
Bouthern Italy Monday, although they are '1‘|'.1 i;ron
l pared claim connectien between the xw;‘n tu-
ther than to assert that the same disturbing n:.uuuu
operate slmultaneously on the sun
jacertain irregular pertods

to

and earth at

| on Monday and will be visible about ten days It
i i belleved to have been caused by violent uu[h‘ur l‘P
of gases from the interior, making their WAy l.l
the surface wdd obscuring the sun’s Light. 2

was named Francesco Lojacono. He was
wounded and unconsclous. On reviving he
called wildly for his wife and children. All ef-

| bables.

mans are buried beneath the ruins of the Ho- |

RUINS.

here this morning, most of them mad from
terror. All agree that Messina has been de-
stroved and that the victims will be counted

fusion following the shock

| around Messina has been devastated
| several villages have disappeared.

{ and

!

| night

and Bagnara |
| quarter came piteous appeals for aid

. agents at the barracks; only forty-one of them

. - ! erashing ceilings an alling - a 2 2
The spot now upon the sun disk appeared to view | & g id falling furniture managed

Dr. L’ygg’s |

ooth P'owdeg

Cleanses, beautifies an
preserves the teeth and
purifies the breath
Used by people of
refinement for almost
Half a Century

MANY FOREIGNERS DEAD

A Hundred Perish in Messina—
Strait Twisted Into New Shape.

Palermo, Dec. 28.—Refugees from Messina say
that one hundred foreigners at the Hotel Tri-
nacria, in the Via Garibaldi, lost their lives.
The bullding was obliterated.

Navigators who have come in here from the
Stralt of Messina report that the strait has
taken sa entireiy new shape since the earth-
quake. They describe it as “twisted” Many
villages and forts along the ctrait have been de-
stroyed. Lighthouses have been swallowed up
by the sea, and navigation is impossible at night
and dangerous by day.

The captain of the steamer Washington,
whichk was in the strait at the time of the shock,
says his vessel shuddered as if she had run
aground. g A thick fog prevailed at the time, and
it was impossible for him to see the Messina
lighthouse or the Calabrian coast. The Wash-
fngton was soon surrounded with boats appeal-
The people wera taken on board.
littered with wreckage In every

ing for alg.
The sea was
direction.

Among those who lost their lives at Maessina
are Commandant Passino and all the members
of his fagily. They were crushed in the ruins
of their residence.

One of the men picked up by the Washington

forts to quiet him were useless, and he insisted
that the steamer put him ashore. Finally he
became Insane, and, springing to his feet,
jumped overboard, still calling for his wife and
He started swimming toward land, but
soon sank

A traveller returned here this afternoon from
the other side of the strait. He says that Reg-
gio, San Giovanni, Scilla, Cannitello and all the
oti.er communes and villages bordering on the
strait are in ruins. Great numbers of dead are
belleved to be still under the wreckage.

The British steamer Ebro came in fiere this
She has on board six-
Ogston, the

afternoon from Messina.
teen wounded, Including Alfred J
British Vice-Consul at Messina. Mrs. Ogston
lost her life, but the consul's daughter was
saved. Mr. Ogston describes the destruction of
Messina as “frightful beyond words and ex-
ceeding in horror the wildest flights of the im-
agination.”

One of the trains that came in here from Mes-
sina this afternoon brought the widow of the
chief of police of that city and her son. Both
seemed half crazed with grief. They made
frantic but vain efforts to save the life of the
husband and father and the other chiidren. The
clothes of the widow and her son are in rags.

The reported deaths of Deputy Nicolo Fulel
and his wife have been confirmed. Ludovico
Fulci, who also is a deputy, refuses to leave
the wreck of his brother's home. He is there
now, working with bleeding hands and half dead
from fatigue, determined to remain until he
finds the body of his brother

A trainload of refugees from Messina came in

by the tens of thousands.

A tidal wave thirty feet high swept up three
of the in the height of the con-
Hundreds of half
dr ssed men, women and children who had fled

from their houses to the streets were caught in

streets city

the onrush of waters and drowned

The that the entlre

country
and that

refugees say

received here

They say

Telegraphic reports have been
from ail parts of the island of Sicily
the inhabitants everf¢where are terror stricken
praying In the streets and churches.

Reggio is described as a vast sepulchre.

A trainload of doctors, nurses and hospital
equipment has been sent out from here for Mes-
sina, and the steamer Marguerita, loaded to the
guards with persons who had relatives in the
doomed city and others who will join in the
work of rellef, also has left here. A naval hos-
pital ship has also started for that port The
Russian warships at Syracuse are on their way
to the stricken city

The news that the King and Queen of
Italy are coming down with medicines and dress-
ings for the care of the wounded has created a
splendid impression here.

SURVIVORS.

the

TALES OF

The Horrors at Messina Described—

Many Refugees Insane.

Catania, Dec. 20 —Refugees are pouring into
Catania Dby trains, steamers and automoblles.
They are half naked and stupefied with terror
and suffering Some of them appear almos
insane from the horrors through which they
have gone. In the beginning they could only
babble ‘“Messina has been devastated; the 41!-»'
has been annihilated.” Little by little ﬂnm;!

fdea of the horrors was obtained.

The "-fn::o‘os say that thousands of demented
survivors are still wandering among the ruins

of the city. A wounded soldier sald: 1
'T‘hﬂ_ spectacle was terrifying beyond words. :
Dante’s “Inferno” gives you only a faint idea |

as to what happened yesterday morning at Mes-

sina. The first shock came before the sun had ,
rl&-nq. It shook the city to its foundations. Im- |
mediately the houses began to crumble. Those |

¢f us who were not killed at once made our way
over undulating floors to the street Beams
were crashing down through the rooms

I found the streets blocked by fallen houses. |
Balconies, chimneys, bell towers, entire “;mé
had been thrown down. From every side of me
arose the screams and moanings of the wound-
ed. The peope were half mad with excitement
and fear. Most of them had rushed out in their
clothes. In a little while we were all
shivering under a torrential downpour of rain.
i.i\“';‘_v\-. here there ware dead bodies, nude, dis-
figured and mutilated. In the ruins I could see
arms and legs moving helplessly. From every

The portion of the town down near the water
was inundated by the tidal wave. The water
reached to the shoulders of the fugitives and
swept them away.

The city hall, the cathedral and the bharracks
crumbled, and churches, other public bulldings
and dwellings without number were razed o
the ground. There were two hundred customs

were saved. At the raflroad station only eight
out of 280 employes have been um--nmhfl for
Many of those who succeeded in escaping
with their llves are incapable of relating their
experiences coherently, I questioned all who
were in a condition to talk. Most of them told
the same story. They said the first thing they
knew they were thrown out of bed, and amid

1o make their way to the street. Chen in the
blackness of night ard amid a pouring rain
which added to theilr horror and distress Hm\:
rushed blindly away amid the crash of hnﬁhll‘nk
buiildings and the shrieks and groans of those

bupled in thg rulns, Many wera stouck dewsa -
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while trying to escape by
masonry, and still many o
son and are to-day wandering almlessly in tRe

open flelds outside the city or up and down the
ruined streets they knew so well.

The looters and the robbers were
by the rifles of the soldlers.

It has been proposed here to remov

survivors of Messina to Catania.

vious reports from the provinces that a
number of viliages were wrvcked have been con-
firmed. Seventeen are dead at Riposto. The
town of Seminara, in Calabria, twenty miles
from Regglo, is sald to have been destroyed,
with the loss of a hundred lives.

The following graphic story is told by a woman
who arrived here from Messina this morning
She was herseif badly injured. She describes
the horrors accompanying the disaster at Mes-
sina in these words:

Infernal is the only word which will adequate-
ly describe the fearful scene. When the first
shock came most of the city was fast asleep. I
was awakened by the rocking of the house.
Windows swayed and rattled, and crockery and
glass crashed to the floor. The next moment I
was viclently thrown out of my bed. I was half
stunned, but knew that the only thing to do was
to make my way outdoors. The streets were
filled. Everybody had rushed out in their night-
clothes, heedless of the rain, which was falling
in torrents. Terrified shrieks arose from all
sides, and we heard heartrending appeals for
help from the unfortunates pinned beneath the
ruins.

Walls were tottering all around us, and not
one of my party expected to escape alive. My
brothers and sisters were with me, and In a
frenzy of terror we groped our way through the
streets, holding our own against the paniec-
stricken people, clambering over piles of ruins,
uniil we finally reached a place of comparative
safety. But this was not done before I was
struck down and badly injured by a plece of
furniture which fell out of the upper story of
a house.

All along the road we were jostled by scores
of fleeing people, half clad like ourselves. The
houses seemed to be crashing to the ground in
whatever direction we turned.

Suddenly the sea began to pour into the town.
It seemed to me that this must mean the end of
#verything. The oncoming waters rolled in in
a huge wave, accompanied by a terrifying roar.

The sky was aglow with the reflection of burn-
ing palaces and other buildings, and there sud-
denly shot up into the sky a huge burst of flame,
followed by a crash that seemed to shake the
whole town. This probably was the gas works
blowing up.

Eventually we reached the principal square
of Messina. Here we found two thousand or
three thousand terrified people assembled. None
of us knew what to do. We waited in an agony
of fear. Men and women praved and groaned
and shrieked. I saw one of the big bulldings
fronting on the square collapse. It seems to me
that scores of persons were buried beneath the
ruins. Then I lost consciousness, and I remem-
ber no more

Mount Etna, the volcano a short distance from
here, is showing this morning considerable ac-
tivity, and the detonations, which can be plainly
heard in this city, and the volume of smoke roll-
ing out of the crater have added to the panic
of the people.

alling balconies and
thers lost their rea-

shot dowan

e all the

The pre:

According to the director of the Mcal ob-
servatory this activity is directly connected
with the earthquakes of yesterday, which

wrought such havoc in Calabria and Sicily, but
a great eruption is not expected. Such phe-
nomena, the director seldom accompany
violent seismic disturbances.

The majority of the refugees are being treated
in the hospitals, while the others have obtained
shelter in private homes. A woman who escaped
unhurt told her experiences as follows:

says,

We were all sleeping in my house when we
were awakened by an awful trembling, which
threw us out of our beds. I cried out that it
was an earthquake, and called to the others to
save themselves, while I quickly pushed a few
clothes into a valise. The walls cracked and
my bureau split in two and then crashed tc the
floor, nearly crushing me. My hands trembled
so that I could scarcely open the doors.

To increase the terror, a rainstorm, accom-
panied by hail, swept through the broken win-
dow. Finally, with my brother and sister I
succeeded in galhing the street, but soon lost
them in the mad race of terrorstricken people,
who surged onward, uttering cries of pain and
distress. During this terrible flight balcontes
chimneys and tiles showered down upon us con-
tinuously. Instinctively I rushed toward the
waterfront, but there found the grand prom-
enade transformed into a miry lake, In which
1 slipped and often fell. I learned afterward
that I was rescued senseless by a soldler and
carried to a train.

VIEWS OF SEISMOLOGISTS.

John Milne Thinks Casualties Underestimated
—Professor Reid’s Opinion.

ILondon, Deec. 2. -John Miine, the well known
seismologist of the Isle of Wight. sald to-day that
his records showed the Italian eurthqunkavtn be
most severe cxperienced in Europe in many
vears He fears that when the fx:llpeﬂ»‘r!s a"“
known the loss of life will prove to be even mlll.’"
u}”m}](l:nu than the present reports indicate. The
shocks were as severe as those which dev. ate
San Francisco and Valparaiso. R

e .

Baltimore, Dec. 29.-Harry Fielding Reid, profes-
sor of geologlcal physics at Johns Hopkins Univer-
sity, and one of the leading autho i \
disturbances, attributes (lu5 osl:;l‘hcr:x:;: 01?1 !Sp:ix'?’!u‘;
ern Italy to a general dropping or sinking of the
earth in that locality. He sal “The whole sec-
tion of the country seemes to be sinking in ple'vaﬂ
and T think that the shock of yesterday was due u;
this general dropping of that portion of the earth's
surface.”

Vienna, Dec. 29.—Professor Edward Suess, the
celebrated geologist, says he believes the earth-
qlm‘kp in Calabria and Sicily was not due to vol-
.~;||.|.c. qruptions but to the subsidence of the
‘f-nuh- crust, and that it is llkely to be followed
by voleanic movements. Should this settling down
of the earth's crust contjnue, says Professor
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Suess, the granite hiils of Scilla and & great por<
tion of the Peloritan Mountaing will be sube
merged by the sea.
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Population and Location of the

Damaged Towns.
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Messina and Catania,
two citles which have
Messina has a populat

tania has about 140,000 p . sina is on the
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