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AUTO ROAD RACING
AT ITS ZENITH

INTEREST IN SPORTING
SIDE OF MOTORING.

—crre®

Tests of Speed Attracied Huge
Crowds for Vanderbiit and Grand

Prize Coniests.

|

Automobile racing is not the undisputed mon- |
arch of the world of gasolene and motors that
it used to be. but with the coming of rivals,
paradoxical as the statement may seem, the im-
Portance of the sport has become greater than
cver. Road races that furnish at once tests of
and of endurance dominate the sporting
side of the industry, and this is as it should be.
Short races on circular tracks are losing their
hold on the public, and with the legislation of
the American Automobile Association against
such contests their day may be considered as
drawing to a

But the day of the road race is at its zenith,
Jjudging from the tremendous interest that has
been taken in such contests in this country
within the last twelve months. Nine such con-
tests took place in the last year, the distance
travelled by the racers varving from 250 miles
to more than 4i¥), and huge crowds turned out
inaccessihle polnts to see the most daring
drivers in the world match thelr skill and nerve
against one In not one of these races
was a contestant seriously hurt. In 1009 four
races are already scheduled, and as many more
are practically certain to be held, with more
than a fair prospect of renewal of races held
this year =2t Philadelphia and Lowell to bring
the number to ten.

A year ago America was without a great road
race for the first time since Willlam K
bilt, jr., offered, in 194, the cup that 1
name, The Vanderdilt Cup ommissic
decided wisely, in 196G, after the fata! a
that marred the race the JLong T
roade, not to hold another contest near New
York until safety for the spectators could be
assured, and, despite offers of a from
Savannah, §t. Louis and other cities, this de-
cision was adhered to
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Savannah had become mightily enthusiastic
about automobiling, however, and last March
& splendid stock car race was held, preceded by
& shorier race for smalier cars. That started
the boom for road races for the year, and the
next contest soon followed. This was the race
for the Briarcliff trophy. in April, over the |

Westchester roads, promoted by the automobile
manufacturers, and aided and en
the Automobile Club of America. T
held 2gainst the wishes, implied,
openiy expressed, of the American
Association, which wanted nn such
New York until the Motor rkway
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A race at Lowell followed the Briarcliff con-
test on Labor Day, and then in quick succs
came the Motor Parkway Sweepstakes and the
Fairmount Park race at Philadelphia, the Van-
@erbilt Cup race and the Automohile Ciub of
Americe’s light ear and Grand Prize races at
Savannah in November, the last named
of wkich the road racing o7 the year ended

It will be readily understnnd that
tion of the road races of the year finds them
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The stock car races have a p=culiar
all their own, and the lessons of the seven races
of this character that were held, with the grow-
ing tendency to confine automohile racing to
contests for such models, justify later con-
gideration of this phase of the
It is the present purpose to ds
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w4th the international races designed primariiyv |

for racing machines. These wer: the Vander-

it Cup and Grand Prize contests, held respec-

vely on Long Island on October 24 and at Sa-
vanneh on Thanksgiving Day.

In former years Vanderbilt Cup race
ranked with the Grand Prix of France and the
Floric Cup of Italy, or with the defunct Bennett
Cup races, but the f held a
anomalous position this year, vielding much of
its prestige to the Grand Prize race at Savan-
nah, which attracted the leading manufactur-
ers of Europe, whose racing models, built for
the earlier races abroad. would have been either
ineligible or seriously handicapped in the Van-
derkilt Cup affair,

Tha best of the forelgn drivers, ton, were re-
served for the Grand Prize. They had unpleas-
ant memories of the 1806 Long Island race, and
wers by no means convinced that the crowds
wonld be handied in such a way as to assure
safety for =pectators and drivers. The race
ghowed their fears In this respect to be well
founded. for only a miracla prevented a disaster
gfter Robertson won the jong contest

Seventeen cars started in the Vanderbilt Cup
race and two finished; but several more would
heve finished had they been allowed to do so.
The crowding of the course made this Impos
Ble, however, and after George Robertson, in an
American Locomoblle, had beaten Herbert
Liytle, in an Italian Isotta-Fraschini, by less
than two minutes in a remarkably fast race, Mr.
Wanderbilt stopped the contest. No particular
jessons were learned In the race, except that
pome manufacturers had produced some ex-
ceedingly fast stock cars. Robertson's car,
which took part in the 1906 Vanderbiit race,
and, driven by “Joe” Tracy, made the fastest
single lap, was not a new model, and the two
Mercedes racers that it qefeated were also old
models, neither of them having taken part in
the European races.

By the peace agreement between the Ameri-
ean Automoblle Association and the Automobile
Club of America the contest for the Vanderbilt
Cup has become a national one instead of an
international one. It lles within the province
©f the Vanderbiit Cup commission to determine
whether the race shall remain one for specially
built racers or for stock cars, but, in all proba-
bility, the latter will be the decislon, as few
racers are likely to be attracted.

The conditions in the Vanderbilt Cup race, de-
spite its traditions and its quasi-international
character, left the Savannah race as the one to
svhich the eyes of the sporting automobile world
hiad to turn for demonstration of the advances
of racing construction since the last Vanderbiit
contest, in 1906. There many lessons were to
be learmed, and chief among them was the
demonstration of the Increasing reliability of
the speed machines.

Twenty cars started in the race and nine fin-
| §shed. Of these three were Fiats, which were
Pplaced respectively first, third and ninth, driven
»y Louis Wagner, Felice Nazzaro and Ralph de
Palma. Benz cars finished sacond and fourth,
@ériven by Hemery and Hanriot, and the third
Benz car was wregked. Of two Renaults one
finished sixth, driven ¥ Btrang, and another,
 with Ezisz at the vgeel, was put out by a
 Broken axle. Clement Bayard cars finished fifth
‘2nd seventh, with Rizal and Hautvast in the
@rivers’ seats, 2nd Fouraler, in an itala, was
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Four cars were running when the race
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PAILY TRIBUNE, TRIDAY., JANTUTARY 1.

1909.

WORKING FOR THE AUTO!

FAME.

PRIZE RACE AT SAVANNAH.

i
WHAT HAS BEEN DONE TO
HELP ALONG. ’

Alfred Reeves Telis of Aims of the
American Motor Car Manu-
facturers’ Association.

The Ameriran Mbotor Car Manufacturers’ Associa- |
tion, which iz cAnducting the show which opened
last night in the Grand t ‘entral Palace, is nown th?
largest organization of its kind in the world, ac-
cording to a statement by Alfred Reeves, its gon-
eral manager. In teiling of the growth of the as-
sociation and what it is working for Mr. Reeves |
said: |
Organized on a basis of fairness in trade and be-
lieving that competitors in business had certain
interests th.t could pest be cared for by a |
organization. a few ploneers of the meotor i
c"r' trade formed the American Motor Uar Manu- |
facturers’ Assoctati-n. While they had great ex- |
pectations, the most congervative ol radical did nn§ !
dream into» what a giznt oak thelr acorn would
develop,” for it is now the largest
its kind in the motor car world.

Not only has the American as
to power, but the individual concer ne tha
up the membership of the association ha»
\'o':r to yvear added matsrially te thelr fac

helr working force and their output. until
(n- total acreage of floor space 18 kmpa~wd
that of very few other industries Under the wise
cuidance of some of the most able men In the in-
dustry the association has been ! ught to a posi- |
tion where ite counsel Iz asked In all
matters affecting ’hv- dn-\lnr and the bu
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A Motor for the City

LUXURIOUS enclosed car of the

Brougham type, 24 horse power, on

the Pierce chassis, at the low price of
£4.000.00, is worth an inspection.

The Pierce engine means freedom from
worry and bother caused by adjustments and
delays: the shorter body means ease in getting
about in crowded streets at opera or theatre,
while the price permits of luxury such as found
in only the best enclosed cars.

The 1909 Plerce models include Runabouts, Touring Cars,
Suburbans, Landaus and Landaulest, 24 to 60
‘Hinder.
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THE GEORGE N. PIERCE COMPANY

atlon Licensed

1ams,
4 and 6 cy

Membhers Associ Automobila Manufacturers.
New Jersey Salesroom:
ELLIS MOTOR CAR COMPANY
124-126 Washington St., Newark.

exhibited in New York oniy at the Madison
23. 1909, and at the New York salesroom.

New York Salesr
HARROLDS MOTOR CAR CO
West 54th Street

223 to 237
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MOUNTING OF OUTSIDE SPLASHERS.
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THE PROVEN

MASTER CAR

OF THE WORLD

CHASSES PRICES FOR 1909

F. O. B. NCW YORK

P. Shaft Drive, 4 Cylinder Chassis $2750.00
18 H. P. Shaft Drive, 4 Cylinder Chassis 3500.00
25 H. P, Shart Drive, 4 Cylinder Chassis 4500.00
40 H. V. Chain Drive, 4 Cylinder Chassis 5000.00
45 H. P. Shaft Drive, 4 Cylinder Chassi 5250.00
45 H. P. Chain Drive, 6 Cylinder Chassis 6000.00
690 H. P. Chain Drive, 4 Cylinder Chassis 7250.00

The above chassis are exhibited at

The Grand Central Palace Show

FIAT AUTOMOBILE

1786 BROADWAY, N. Y.
BOSTON

Iston Street

12 H.

CO.

PHILADELPHIA
514 N. Broad Street
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1995—January 14-21, Madison Square Garden, 217
exhibitors
1%8—Ja 13-20, €5th Yegiment Armory, 218
exhibitor
1906—December 1-8 Grand Central Palace, 218 ex-
hibitors
19%7—Octoher 24-31, Grand Central Palace, 237 ex-
hibitors
s iary 7. Grand Central
ber of exhibitors increased
was stopped. One was a De Dietrich, one an |

and another an American
Renault, a Benz, an
the last three

running when

American National

Italas, a
a Chadwick,
were not

having been put out by

Lozier. Two
Acme, a Buick and
being American cars,
the
one accident or another
Remarkabiy little
veloped in the Savannah race,
severe tests were applied to
than three hundred turns had

race was stopped,

structural weakness was de-

and remarkably
More

in

the cars

to be made

the course of the race, and the racking, tearing
test of the curves was such that great surprise
was expressed by the technical experts at the

in which the cars stcod up to their work.

Most of the structural accidents were of the
kind that can hard avoided in such a race,
and, altogether, the progress of the manufact-
urers toward perfection was markedly shown.

It was a matter of regret to many that more

American cars were not entered, and that
American manufacturers had not been more
ready to enter racers Instead of stock cars. A
number of American cars could have been
counted on to make a better showing in the
race than one or two of those that started, and,
while there can be no criticism of the tendency

of American makers to prefer stock car con-
tests, such regret is easy to understand.

The winner of the Vanderbiit Cup was not
eligible at Savannah, and its makers did not
care to build a new car. The Thomas racers
were aleo conspicuous their absence, and
America was really representfq by cars that
were unablé, owing te their smail piston stroke,
to compete with the foreign racers. As a mat-
ter of fact, the American cars did better than
was expected.
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autoimobile value on the
o-day. Be sure to see it at the
ntra! Palace Show — Space 223

===30 H.P.===

Roadster $1,350

Touring Model,

$1,500.
~==40 H.P.---

Five or 7 Passenger Touring Model

greatest
t
Ce

Surrey $1,400

5 Passenger, with Magnsto

fully equipped, with top, gas lamps, genzrator or gas tank, robe
rail, glass front, Atwater-Kent Generator or Remy Magneto,
$2,200.
Two bodies, Limousine and Touring, $3,200

Ask for a Demonstration

APTHORP MOTOR CAR CO.

2230 Broadway, N. Y. 'Phone gggr Riverside

quently the expected forceful spark falls to mate- -
rialize A further source of diificuity in the same

connection arises from the inbred conviction that, |

once attended to, the plugs require no further in-

e 1710 HOTORGRC 5
hunter wanders --ﬁ' v :\nol‘ and needlessly into —

the intricacies of coil adjustment.—Motor World. 59‘hst and Broadwa

You should make it a point to
see these Oakland models, even if
you have to pass the rest of the show.

OQAKLAND 40 h. p. Touring Car $1600

4 cylinders, shaft drive

OAKLAND 20 h. p. Touring Car $1250
2 cylinders, vertical, shalt drive
OAKLAND 20 h. p. Runabout $1200
2 cylinders, vertical, shaft drive
A demonstration will show a new standard ia mederate priced cars. At
the Grand Central
Palace, December
31 to January 7.

Touring Cars, Run-

abouts, and Town Cars
of high Power, 4 and 6
cylinders, 50 and 75 Horsepower will

be exhibited at the Grand Central Pal-
ace, December 31 to January 7.
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