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EIGN NEWS.

POOR GET PENSIONS

NEW SYSTEM IN EFFECT.

Will Ultimately Cost England £7 .-
500 ,000—500,000 Beneficiaries.

f@p=clal by French Tatle to The Tridbune )

&onoon, Jan. 2 —What Liberal enthusiasts de-
#cribe as the humanization of the national sys-
tem of poor reilef has gone into effect. Persons
over seventy who have never received poor law
wellef and have below the required standard of
actual Income are now drawing a weekly pension
©f five shillings as a matter of natural right.
Estimates differ, but the number of pensioners
will largely exceed half a million, and this sys-
tem of relief will ultimately cost £7,500,000.

It is admitted by the officlals in charga of the

saministration of the new act that second class
prupers who are unable to take care of them-
selves will reguire speclai treatment and a
Jarge fnancial outiay. This will involve a differ-
entiation between worthy objects of public char-
ity and vagrants, begrars and criminals who can
'b'xt will not work. When the whole system of
:'x\oor law sdministration has been revised there
its the additional question of the relief of the
!umvlmd. Liberal reformers will not lack for
leecupation for the next half century in working
kout these social problems. For one thing follows
{mnother when state rellef Is regarded as a mat-
ter of human right and the question is not raised
whether every one is not under 8 moral obliga-
tion not oniy to work, but also to provide by
thrift against the emergencles of sickness, the
disability of old age and the lack of emplov-
ment,
\ The ultimate method of financing these poli-
cles causes little perplexity among terlff reform-
ers or labor leaders. Mr. Chamberialn's follow-
ers assert that whatever revenue is needed can
De obtained by tariff legisiation. Ramsay Mac-
Ponald's men will propose at the January con-
ference of the Lahor party the confiscation of
the larger incumes by supertaxes and incregsed
estate duties snd new methods of taxing state
conferred monopolies and land values. Cautious
Idberals are content with forecasts for a single
gear. which will cover the existing pension sys-
tem. They find ground for encouragement in
yevenue and trade returns, 8nd estimate that the
deficit will not exceed £10,000,000, and that a
substantial portion of it will be covered by re-
duced charges for the national debt. They
expect in this way to squeeze through the next
fiscal year without Introducing revolutionary
principles of finance which will temypt the Lords
te throw out tha entire budget

How *he process of humanizing poor relief by
pensioning off everybody can be Inde finitely car-
rie@ out under free trade they cannot explain.
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PRODUCTION OF “ORPHEE”

Mlle. Ravean Wins Laurels in Lead-
ing Role of Gluck Opera.

ISpecial by French Cable to The Tridbune }

Paris, Jan. 2—The revival of Gluck's opera
“Orphée” at the Opéra Comique is so far the
most successful feature of the lyric stage of-
fered in tha present eeason. The work is given
with all the original bsliet dances and divertisse-
ments, and s beautifully mounted.

It was the occasion for the debut of Mlle. Alice
Raveau, the voung graduvate of the Conservatory
of Music who won three first prizes last sum-
mer. Mlle. Raveau, in the opinion of the lead-
ing Parisian critics, has the finest contralto volce
of any of the French singers, with the possible
exception of Mine. Delna, and her singing and
acting of the character of Orpheus gives her a
foremost place here. Her woice Is extremely
warm an? svmpathetic. She is rather below
the average height, but has a most remarkable
dramatic expression, and great things are ex-
pected of her. . LB

HUNTING NEW PLANET.

English Astronomers Seeking to

Confirm Professor Pickering.

[Special by French Cable to The Tribune.]

London, Jan. 2 —Announcement of the discov-
ery of & new planet by Professor Pickering, of
Harvard University, has not surprised Britich
astronomers of the first rank. FProfessor Forbes
and other mathematicians have been convinced
for & lonug time that there was some cause of
disturbance bevond Uranus and Neptune Ly
which comets have been influenced within the
range of the solar system. Every effort will be
mede by Britlsh astronomers to confirm Profes-
sor Picikering’s discovery, and telescopes are now

focussed upon the constellation of Gemini

LN W

MAY BE PLANET BEYOND NEPTUNE.

QCalculations at the Harvard Observatory In-

dicate Existence of Such a Body.

Cambridge, Mass.,, Jan. 2—The possibility of a
planet outside of Neptune, which since its dis-
covery In 1847 hss been considered the outermost
Dody of the sclar system, is indicated as the re-
sult of calculationrs at the Harvard observatory
©f oertain irregularities in the orbit of Neptune.
The officials of the observatory do not assert
that they have discovered the presence of such a
Sody, but say that such & planet would cause per-
gurbations such as have been found.

OPERA SEASON OPENS

ECLECTIC ACADEMY SITOW

i

Round of Hunt and County Balls—
The Month’s Weddings.

r€pectal by French Cable to The Trivy

London, Jan. 2.—January brings the
round of hunt and county balls for the smart
people In the conntry houses and the season of
opera at Covent Garden. The opera is under the
patronage of the King amd Queen, but epr en's
mainly to music lovers, especially as the series
of Ring performances is conducted by Hans
Richter Three theatres change their pro-
grammes next week, Mr. Maugham providing
Marie Tempest with a new comedy and Anthony
Hope Hawkins reappearing as a dramatist with
‘“Lady Ursula.”

The soclety gossips are already naming the
deb- tantes and brides for early courts. There
are children's plays at several country houses
in place of the usual society theatricals. What
are described by soclety writers as the big
weddings of the month &re the Earl of Gran-
ard's in New Yort and lcrd Charles Fitz-
maurice's in Calcutta. There will be an inter-
esting but guiet American wedding on Monday
for which the bridegroom has arrived to-dav.

Burlington House was crowded this afternoon
for & private view of what is really an eciectic
academy. Struggling artists have been grum-
bling for many years over the winter shows of
old masters, on the ground that they discourage
the sale of current art. They now have thelr
way, for ten galleries are fillel with three hun-
dred and sixty modern works, of which the great
majority are Britlsh. The late Georgs McCul-
loch, who made a fortune in New South Wales
mines, was a munificent patron of current art,
and his collection has been lent by Mrs. McCul-
loch for the winter exhibition. Nearly zil ths
leading painters who have exhibited thelr work
for the last twenty years at Burlington House
are represented. It is a minlature Academy,
with not more than half a dozen works above
the line and without walls clustered with plct-
ures.

While there {a considerable rubbish, it Is &
fairly representative collection of academic art,
with perhaps forty or more French and German
paintings. The spectators to-day have eeen
nearly all these plctures at summer shows, but
never under equally fdvorable conditlons.
Among the American works are Whistler's
“\"alparalso” and portrait by himseif, Sargent’s
“Salmon Fishing in Norway” and portrait,
George McCulloch Abbey’s “Lear and Cordelia™
and “Richard and Lady Anne” and Shannon’s
“Magnolia” and “Falry Tales.”

Another art show is that of the Institute of
Painters of Water Colore, with nearly seven
hundred drawings and sketches from saventy
artists. The estudies of men llke Edward J.
Gregory are as strikilng as @nished works.
There is & good show of drawings by Turner,
Muller, Fielding and other masters at the Ryder
Gallery, with Gainsborough etchings. “Punch”
has also opened a pageant of comic drawings
at the Leilcester Gasallery, with a long list of
artists in a haif century of review. Tenniel's
“Dropping the Pilot,” which Lord Rosebary has
lent, is perhaps tha best known masterpiece,
and the collection as a whole {s an inimitahle
display of black and white art. I. N. F.

WRIGHT LEAVING FRANCE
Predicts Four-Hour Flight Cocering
150 Miles in Future.

Le Mans, France, Jan. 2—Wilbur Wright gave
his last aeroplane demonstrations here to-dav,
carrying with him in four different flights mem-
bers of the Aero Club of Sarthe. ANr. Wright is
preparing to proceed to Pau, whers he will re-
main a month, giving instruction in the handling
of his machine. He then w!ll go to the United
. States.

He s83!d that he expected at an early date to
fly for more than four hours, or from 125 to 150
miles. by the use of nmew motors. The French
newspapers join in unstinted praise of Mr.
Wright's feats, which, they point out, he so
easily crowned by his flight on December 31,
which lasted two hours and nine minutes.

GOMEZ REVOKES DECREEL.

P

usual

Goods May Be Transshipped at
Curagao—Buchanan in Council.

Caracas, Venezuela, Jan. 1, via Willemstad,
Curageo, Jan. 2.—Conferences between W 1
Buchanan, the special commissloner from the

TUnited States, and Foreign Minister Gunlaud, look-
ing to the settlement of the difficulties between
the T'nited States and Venezuela, have begun, and
will be contlnued with as little loss of time as
possible.

Rear Admiral C. H. Arnold, Captain Caperton
and ten other officers of the battleship Maline were
the guests at dinner last night in thls city of John
Brewer, the American dipiomatio agent here, who
has been In charge of the archives of the American
Legation sinca Minister W. W. Russeli left here
for New York.

President Gomez has revoked the decrea of
May 14 prohibiting the transshipment of goods at
Curagao destined for Venezuela. Gomez now signs
himself officially as President of the Repubiic
Sefior Lorena, a representative of the Forelgn
Office, has been decorated with the bust of Bollvar,
in recognition of his services as an intermediary
between the United States and Venezueia.

The government ‘has recelved a dispatch from
Cipriano Castro, in Berlin, reading as follows:

1 am Informed of what has taken place at
Caracas. Above mankind is God

PARALYZED

SNOW AND SALT DID IT.

Refuse Removers on Strike—11,000
Horses Dead—Hospitals Filled.

French Cable to The Tribune }

Parls, Jan. 2—A moderate eight hours’ snow-
fall has completely paralyzed the Paris street
cleaning department. The boulevards and prin-
cipal thoroughfares covered three inches
deep with melting snow, mud and filth, and
owing to the strike of refuse mover3 the side-
walks are lined with dustbins and dirt boxes,
and in many Instances thelr contents have been
dumped pellmell into the streets. Never in
modern times has Paris been in such a nasty
condition as in the last four days, and the state

PARIS IS

are

of the streets here this morning is worse than
anyvthing in New York during the
filthy street cleaning regime soma twenty years
ago

M. de Pontiche, director
when the snowstorm came adopted the usual
Parislan remedy of causing salt to be sprinkled
all the melt the snow, which
could then {nto the sewers. Forty thou-
sand pounds of salt were thus thrown on the
snow in the Place de 'Opéra, and the result is
a nauseating lguid mud that freezes at night
and melts in the daytime. This mixture has al-
ready caused the death of 11,000 horses, is filling
the hospitals with hundreds of victims of sore
and rheumatism, and is
with whoiesale

recorded

o? the street service,

over streets to

flow

disrases

and

throat, Iung
destroying boots
rapidity,

M. de Pontlche has himself rushed off to the
South In despelr. To-day mass meetings of in-
dignation are being held, and the public excite-
ment {s so great that Paris seems almost on the
verge of a revolution. The municipal admin-
istration refuses to allow the porters and volun-
teer street sweepers to clear away the snow and
accumulating filth, and, as the “Gaulois” to-day
points out, the authoritles decline to distribute
brooms to the public for fear If they once got
hold of them they would make such a drastic
sweep that none of the municipality function-
arles would remain in eoffice. The newspapers
pubiish lampoons of M. de Pontiche, whose por-
traits appear with the title of “The Paris Mud
King."”

Parisians declare that they $70,000,000
each year for city tax rates, and of this $2,600,.-
()0 is met apart for keeping the streets clean.
Immediate reform is insisted on. Meanwhile,
matters are getting worse owing to raln end
hail. Pedestrians wade about in three inches of
mud on the sidewalks and sink snkle deep In
filth when they try to cross the streets. Traffle
{s almost Impossible, except by the metropolitan
subway and by the taxicabs, which are the only
means of public conveyance.

Indeed, the present collapse the street
cleaning department has been a trlumph for the
taxicabs, which dash merrily through snow and
mud with rapldity exceeding the old-fashloned
American slelghs, but they splash mud, snow
and ealt half a dozen vards each side of them
and inundate helpless pedestrians. €, L B
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RELICS OF REVOLUTION.

Paris Museum Gets Marie An-
toinette's Pincushion,
Par!s, December 22.
M. Georges Cain, curator of the Carnavalet

Museum, which is the great mr pal museum
of the city of Paris, has recelved
all parts of France a number of historical ob-
jects and relics. Americans who intend visiting
Parls may be Interesteqd to learn that in Janu-
ary a special exhibition of these objects will be
opened in the cabinet-de-travail of M, Georges

week from

Catn and wlill remain on view until the spring
M. Clemenceau has presented M. Georges Cain
with a of Louls Blanqui, the Socialist
whose motto was “N1 Dieu, ni Maitre!” The
Prime Minister has al=so given to the museum
the “Livre d'Or"” of the ciege of Paris, which on
September 10 was placed on the pedestal of the
statue of Strashurg, and which on its first page
bears the signatures of Trochu, Rochefort and
Victor Hugo.

Among other gifts may be mentioned the silk
embroidered coat {n blus and violet stripes that
the young Dauphin (Louls XVII) wore when im-
prisoned in the Temple. This coat bears the
patches and mendings made by Marle Antoinette.
There are also Queen Maris Antoinette's pin-
cushion which she had with her in the Temple;
an Orsini bomb offered by M. Eugena Héros,
director of the Palais Royal Theatre, and the
gold snuffbox, ornamented with diamonds and
pearls, given by Napeleon III to Mélingue, the
actor, and given to the museum by XMélingue's
son. Standards of the battalions of Paris in
the various revolutions and the Commune, to-
gether with rare medals and uniforms, figure
New Year's gifts made to the

mask

among the
museum.

It is curfous to note that tha pincushion of
Marie Antoinette was found by chanca by a
voung officer of the Chasseurs Alpin, Lieutenant
Jde la Maherie, In an old curlosity shop at Grenoble
fn 1893. The dealer obtained it from Josephine
Vermellle, great-granddaughter of the publle
executioner of Grencbla in the Reign of Terror.
The Carnavalet plcture gallery is enriched by
a number of pastel portraits of prominent Pa-
risians, among which i3 a fine portrait of Prosper
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Overcoat
Sale

«

—two-thirds
of winter
still coming.

New York Reesiwey

at $18.50

Suits and Overcoats
that were $20 to $32.

This is the story told in figures.

OVERCOATS SUITS

1150 advertised
last Sunday
467 added since

1617
823 sold

794 left

617 sold
1298 left

When we add that every one of these
garments is new this season and that
the plums are not all picked by any

means, the story is complete.

«t Warren St.
at 3ist Street

1915 advertised last
Wednesday

Brooklyn

aMérimée, by Rochart. . LB
e
Suit
Sale
i
341 0
Ffafls
B
.
—this sale
is a month

ahead of time.

Fulton St. at Flatbush Ave.
Broadway st Bedford Ave.

HOLIDAY DRAMA

\

Pantomime in London—"“Pinkie”
and “Peter Pan.”

London December 24.

Mr. Barrie has refined the art of amusing
children of all ages. Whils “Peter Pan" remains
unique and inimitable, the pantomimes are not
80 coarse as they were. As musical comedies
and picture plays they have improved In qual-
ity and the plots or schemes have become more
consistent. *“Dick Whittington” at Drury Lane
is a medley of song, dance, farce, clowning and
spectacle, but there is an intelligible story in
the {llustrations of the mediseval shops of Chepe-
side, the dream of Highgate Hill, the voyages to
Phantasia and the state entry of the Lord
Mavor of London. “Cinderella” at the Adelphi,
whila conspicuous for beautiful stage effects,
especially In the great white scene, is a play
well acted, with Miss Phylils Dare as the hero-
ine, and the familiar story effectively reproduced
with farcical touches. “Littie Red Riding Hood"
at the Lyceum is more of a variety show, witha
most diminutive actress in the name part and
an abundance of holiday clowning. *Little Lord
Fauntleroy” is revived at the Court Theatre,
with the little boy who recently appeared in
Parly as the clown in Mr. Barrie's “Pantaloon”
in the principal part and with Miss Eva Moore
as the Hon. Mrs. Errol.

Mr. Tree at His Majesty's has provided a
substituta for pantomime and a rival attraction
to “Peter Pan.”" This is “Pinkie and the Fairigs,”
by Mr. Graham Robertson, with music by Mr
Frederic Norton. It is not another Barrle, al-
though [t reveals a sympathetic knowledge of
the humors and fancles of childhood. *“Alice In
Wonderland” may have suggested the natural
m®thod of determining the relations between
chlidren and fairies There mystery
about them. The fictions of the nursery are ac

i= no

cepted as reallties and reproduced In a straight- [

forward way. Plnkie and Tommy, llving with
thelr sleepy TUncle Gregory and their prim
aunts Imogen and Caroline, have friendly and
intlmate Intercourse with the sylvan elves
Pickle, Whisper and Twinkle, whom the elders
cannot see In the garden. Pinkie's cous!n Mollie,
who has let down her skirt at seventeen, Is still
young enough to see the falries, and is included
in the invitation from the Falry Queen to a
woodland party. The three guests are received
at court with special favor dnd sllowed to sum-
mon favorites whom they want to see, and
(C"inderella drives up in & crystal! coach and four,
followed by Beauty and the Beast, the Giant
Killer and Jack of the Beanstalk and the lan-
guishing Sleeping Beauty. After the woodland
tall Cinderella and the Sleeplng Beauty redeem
thelr promise of calling upon the children at the
villa and astonishing their staid, prosalc pro-
tectors, and, with the assistance of the fairy
elves, the pretty colsin Is enabled to elope with
an !neligible lover before Pinkle resumes her
plano practice as a signal for the final fail of
the curtain

This I1s a scheme su readlly understood that
the dullest child in the audience follows it with-
out whispered cues, and it lends {tself to artistie
embellishment scene palinter and costumer,
To the garden scene, where the elves play tricks
and the embuss)

by

from the falry court deifvers

with mock ceremonial the Invitation to the ball,
ls added a moonl!t forest glade of wondrous
beauty, where a tiny fairy !s enthroned in the

heart
fiitting among the caks to the music of a tink-
ling waterfall. Harely has a more refined spec-
tacie been seen on the London stage, and the
byplay is as natural as the adventures of Allce
In Wonderland

of a llly

Pinkie and Tommy not
frightened by anything that they sce, for they
are at home In fairyland. Their presentations in
the sylvan court under the sturs are taken as
serfously as any function at Buckingham ’al-
ace, and thelr pleasure In meeting their nursery
favorites s unaffected and artless. If the two
Jacks come to blows when thelr {dentity {s mis-
taken it Is comedy for which they are prepared,
and they are not astonished when Cinderella,
overstaying her tlme, misses her crystal coach
and drives off ignominlously in a pumpkin. Even
the Beast becomes marriageable when Beauty
tenderly addresses him as Algernon, and when
the other fascinating Beauty after the ball falls
into a trance on Uncle Gregory’'s shoulder, what
‘an be more natural than the artifice of the
awakening by the stodgy stock broker's kiss!

The principal acting i« done by three ch!ldren,
who are entirely at home behind the footlights.
Little Iris Hawkins slngs and dances with art-
less grace &8 Pinkle, and Phiilp Tongue, with-
out & trace of stage fright, is an admirably boy-
ish Tommy, speaking every line so that it can be
distinctly heard. Even more precocious 1s the
performance of the tiny eight-vear-old pupll of
Miss Elise ('lerc as the Falry Queen, who dances
a pas seul with the confidence of a veteran and
takes her recalls with all the coquetries of an
experienced comedienne. Miss Ellen Terry, who
appears as the sunny Aunt Imogen, must be re-
minded of her own introduction to stage work
when she witnesses the triumph of th!s Infant
prodigy. Bhe jfoins Mr. Volpé and Miss Havi-
land heartily in the holiday sport, and, while she
has nothing to do at all worthy of her powers,
she 1s a mirth provoking figure In her rustling
silik and bristling curls. Miss Marie L8hr is the
dainty, mischievous Cinderella, and Miss Viola
Tree the statuesque Sleeping Beautyv—very tune-
ful when ehe {8 awake—and Miss Stella (Camp-
bell Is a charming Molly. The performers join
in the humors of musical comedy and take their
numbers as best they can, Miss Terry among the
others. The tinkling music cleverly suggests
fairyland, and is a melodious accompaniment for
& charming holiday playv. ¢

Mr. Barrie's “Peter Pan,” while growing up,
now that he Is In his fourth year at the Duke of
York's, 1s as fascinating as ever. Miss Pauline
Chase has mastered all the subtleties of the
part and is the embodiment of grace and spor-
tive mischief. Miss Hlida Trevelvan 1s missed as
Wendy, but her substitute, Mies Gertrude Lang,
gives an excellent performance and has estab-
1ished herself at once as a popular favorite. Mr.
Robb Harwood repeats his exploits as the Pirate
and it is now as finlshed and versatile as Mr.
Du Maurifer's was two years ago. The other
performers with few exceptions are the same as
in previous seasons, and each has been recelved
like an old friend, with rounds of applause on
tha opening night. A more delightful hollday
play cannot be devised, even hy Mr. Barrie him-
eelf, and it promises to go on every winter for
half a century. It is fairyland refracted through
the mind of childhood, and is helping to keep
everybody young. It is also setting a higher
standard for hullday entertainment and banish-
ing coarseness from pantomime. LN.F.
e e et e

EMPEROR SNUBS HEAD OF REICHSTAG.

ars

Regarded as Evidence of Resentment at Leg-
islative Body’'s Criticisms.

Berlin, Jan. 2.—Considerable comment has been
aroused in the political circles of the capital by
the fact that Emperor Willlam at the New Year's
Day reception yvesterday departed from his usual
practice and refrained from offering his hand to
Count van Stolberg-Wernigerode, the president of
the Reichstag.

The incident is regarded as an intentional snub,
expressive of his majesty’s resentment against the
Reichstag for that body's.frank criticisms of his
course in the matter of the interview with him
printed in “The lLondon Dally Telegraph™ last

vetober,

and whera radlant shapes ares

MOST ANCIENT MAN
NOT THE MISSING LINK.

Conclusions of French Savans Re-
garding Fossil Skull and Bones.

Paris, December 22.
Professor Perrler, curator of the Museum of

lin Boule, the eminent paleontologist, and a
score of geologists, together with the members
of the Academy of EBcience, have completed thelr
examinations of the skull and part of the skele-
ton, at first supposed to be fossil remains of
the “missing link,” recently dug up by three
priests and archseologists, MM. J. and A. Bouys-
sonie and L. Bardon, in a prehistoric cave at
I.a Chapelie-aux-Saints, near Tulle, in the de-
partment of La Corrdze. The skull and bones
have been brought to Paris, and were exhibited
at a meeting of the Academy of Sclence. They
were found in & quadrangular pit or grave situ-
ated in a cave at gbout three metres from its
The skeleton rested on its side, with
After

entrarnce.
the legs drawn up and tightly foided
careful research the sclentists feel convinced

that the grave had been made by human hands,
that the body had been the object »f ceremonial
burlal—the earliest instance of the kind recorded
~and that the skull and skeleton were those of
“the most anclent man in the worid™ The fact

burled this prehistoric man were “endowed with
sentimentality and perhaps religion.”

Professor Perrler, at the meeting of the Acad-
emy of Science, placed the skull found st La
Chapelle-aux-Saints on a iong table side Ly side
with skulls of a chimpanzee, gorilla, primitive
Australian, coples of the skull of the primitive
man found in the Néanderthal, near the Rhine,
in the early 60's, a copy of the frontal bones
of the primitive skull dug up at Spy. In Belgium,
and the top of the skull of the pithécanthrope
found in Java in 1893 by Dr. E. Dubols. Each
of these specimens was placed In front of skulls
of modern Parisians. This arrangement greatly
factlitated the comparative study of the La
Chapelle-aux-Saints skull. It was with aimost
mathematical precision, shown that the newly
discovered skull had its place between the skull
of the pithécanthropa of Java and that of he
primitive Australian. This is of great impor-
tance because sclentists have not yet declded
whether the pithécanthrope skull is that of a
very highly developed monkev or of the abso-
lutely primitive man. Long discussion ensued
as to whether the La Chapeile-aux-Saints skull
was that ¢f a human belng, a monkey, or of the
famous “missing link.”

The memblers of the Academy of Science are
unanimous in their opinion that the skull and
ekeleton of La Chapelle-aux-Saints are those of
a man, but of a man of the very lowest degree,
and also that they are the cldest, as well as the
most complete, of all the human fossiis known
At one time !t was thought, and Virchow was of
this opinton, that the Néanderthal type was
pathologic The French scientists consider
that neither the Néanderthal man., nor that
of Spy, noer the La Chapelle-aux-Salnts
man, is pathologlic, but are all representatives
of normal proto-human races, probably of two
races, one belng the lower race, that of the
pith4canthrope, and the other being a
slightly higher race, that of Néanderthal and
of La Chapelle-aux-Saints. As compared with
contemporary skulls, that of L.a Chapelle-aux-
Saints has characteristics of a simian type.
The absence of the forehead gives a flat, bestial
appearance. An enormous development of the
arches of the eyebrows surmounts deep tubular
orbits. The backward position of the occipital
hole shows that the head was not placed in a
vertical position on the vertebral column, but
was bent forward.

The prehistoric Corrézian must have walked
about with hls eyes constantly looking at the
ground. The front part of the skuil shows a
marked projection of the lower jaw, which to-
gether with a retreating chin gives the appear-
ance of a snout. The wide but short nose !s
separated from the forehead by a deep depres-
sion.
without belng hollowed ocut, between the nasal
and the cheek bones, by a furrow, as !s the case
with human skulls of to-day. and which, in liv-
ing heads, causes the wrinkle extending from
the lobes of the neostrils to the commissure of
the lips. Professor Brandldler points out that
1t is this wrinkle or fold that by its mobllity
and rapldly changing aspects, conveys to our
physiognomy the expressions of gayety or of
sadness. The absence of this facial line in the La
Chapelle-aux-Saints skull shows that it belonged
to a man who cou!d not smile. Nany of thess
osteologlical characteristics are of the simious
type, but there are many others, such for in-
stance as the marked capacity of the cranium,
that are essentially human. The evidences of
human burial also Indicate that the skull and
bones were those of a very primitive man, and
not of a monkey nor of the “missing link.”

Geologists have been able to determine the
period of the burial of the La Chapeile-aux-
Saints skeleton. It was found {n & tomb, some
distance in the interior of a grotto. In this
grotto a number of bones of an!mals were found,
such as those of the rhinoceros-tichorinus, refn
deer, hyena, mountain rat and woll. Three
yards from these animal fossils the tomb was
found containing the human skeleton and skull
At the foot of the tomb there were the bones of
the hind leg of a gigantic bovine beast with Its
hoof. Professor Marcelin Boule thinks it very
likely that this was put there in accordance with
the primitive custom of placing provisions In a
burial place. The grotto bears no signs of ever
having been used as & human habitation. The
pleces ot silex found near the skeleton are of the
finest Mousterian age. Moreover, the debris of
fauna are of the same period. From these data
French scientists decide that the skeleton of the
L.a Chapelle-aux-Saints tomb is of the Mouste-
rian epoch, when the climate of the region was
not tropical, but temperate, or almost frigid,
forming part of the pleistocene period, that
came immediately after the last era of the
glacial extension. The skull and skeleton are
consequently, in the opinion of Professor Per-
rier and his colleagues, the most ancient human
bones known to exist. C. L B

DOUMA’S STORMY DEBATE

Harsh E pithets Fly in Discussion of
- Capital Punishment.

St. Petersburg, Jan. 2—The increasing number of
condemnations to death In Russia brought about a
stormy debate In the Douma to-day. M. Milukof?,
on behalf of the Constitutional Democrats, proposed
an order of the day expressing the horror of the
Douma at this growing harvest of death, which,
he said, was blunting the moral sense of the com-
munity and destroying the honor and prestige of
Russia as a civilized state. The BSocialists and
the members of the Labor party supported the
resolution. When it was rejected the Opposition
left the hall in a body.

During the debate the hall was in an uproar and
eries of “Murderers!” “Cutthroats!” and “Hang-
men!” were exchanged. President Khomyakeff in-
fiicted stinging reprimands upon leading members
1 on both sides of the chambaer.

Natural History, his colleague Professor Marce- |

The upper jaw reaches forward abruptly |

of ritual burial makes it probable that those who |

The Financial World.

Greater coutrast could hardly de than fn the
business outstart of the two years 1908 and
1909—the first enveleped in clouds of cenfuston
and depres<sion, the present roseate in the sun-
shine of hope and conflidence.

Two fundamental forces are now revealed
revolutionizing railroad business. Omne !s tha
constant absorption by the great systems of
smaller svstems, the other is the marked growth
of economy in operation expenses. It is a safs
assumption that the smaller syvstems absorbed
are assured producers or contributors of profit-
able trafflc, and that affiliation with more fm-
portant lines will be mutually beneficial. This
movement Is not new in character, for the com-

prehensive Pennsyivania, New York Central and
New Haven systems—dominant each in Its see-
tion—were built up largely by absorption; but
it i« new policy as becoming of general adop-

| tion, the latest illustration being the taking over

of Colorado Southern by Burlington. Numerous
other important negotiations are afoot Ona
has to do with Minneapolis and St. Louis, whose
current market strength mayv perhaps ba ra-
garded as significant of the progress already
made by the negotiators. Minneapolis and St
Louls, like Alton and ¢olorado Southern, it {s
to be remembered, = a Hawley stock.

Suck natural and legsa! unification of rafiroads
is distinctly a public benefit, tending to lower
traffle rates, while through concentration of
management, financial benefits to the roads
themselves naturally acerue

As to decrease of operating expenses—so con-
spicuously illustrated in the Harriman roads—
nothing could be more welcome to the investor,
proving the wisdom of the “American policy.”
maintained for many years, of devoting a large
percentage of earnings to physical betterments.
Had a different policy been pursued larger divi-
dends might have been temporarily paid, but at
the expense of permanent streagth. This feat-

ure usually escapes the analyses of so-called
i - in fact ranged much

“net eary . which have
higher than superficiaily disclosed

Both tendencice noted—absorption of lessep
roads and legitip.ate reluction of operating ex-
penses——are -1 outgrowth of improved
and improv ron=. and both will cone
tinue, for they & & as arnd enduring

So material a:e t at. antages assured In

some consolidatic ases that it fs the contention
of controlling finznciers that net resuits ef ex-
traordinary ci.aracter must be shown forthwith.,
Take for example the invoived in
the absorption Minneapolis St. Louia
(with Iewa Central coincidentally. may
by the great northwestern system whose agents
have the negotiations charge Minneapoiis
earnings, both gross and net, are larger now
than when a few years back its common Stocg
sold (1901, 1%02 and 1963, from ten to fifteen
points above par, paving 5 dividends,
and still reserving surpiuses. Then t(indeed, fur
years—and virtually t!ll this last vear) the nor-
-

mal! ratio of operating expenses of the property
was low in the 86's—averaging unde 3 r
cent. In 1908 that rate {s ar .

points, to over 73 per cent,
ifngs for ordinary expenses—a
sum thus actually appropriated from tota
earnings substantially bigger than wi o

opportunity
of and

it bed

in

per cent

hen §

cent. was formerly paid upon the common stock.
It is true, of course, that the railroad is sfronger
and made better able to earn in the future, bw
very reason of this arbitrary ap priation: and
undoubtediy the bearing of this j v is takemn
amply Into consideration, too, by the new bid-
ders for contral—just as the same policy, the

1 physical develop-
nee J. Hill mads

thern—for

same manner of financial an«
ment exerted Influence when J
his Burlington bid for Colorado S«
in Minneapolis and St. Louis. Colorado
Southern, and in Alton, there has been the fore-

as

sighted. aceomplishing management of the
same dominating personalits It is Ed FHaw
ley who Pkas upbuilt them 2 La Janusr

Minneapolis com T
Alton. As recently
the same price. Alton |
now. Alton benefits by offic
discover similar good
Louis is slmply a matter of
ent earnings are increasing $1

for

n." At pres-

aed a dav

As over and over again New York entral’s
beon

risin:

extraordinary investment has

reverted to
something iike ten peints within
days—so, In other parts of the mark
gain cpportunity fairiy
It cannot be long
lows New York Central <
Central's rise is not by any
Meoreover, what may be fal
in mind is that New York C
vania have groups of subordinate
companies identified with ery
one of those properties market
before long bound to be shown

in this review }
he last ten
the bar-

forward

tra! and Pennsyi-
auxiliary,
and in e Y
betterment

reiteration this re-

At the risk of objection to

view has been, too, persistent in urging the
intrinsic value of Minneapeolis, St. Paul and
Sault Ste. Marste “Soo™) shares They rosa
vesterday five or six points. It looks as If they
were going much higher., Legitimacy of the risa

is probably due to the prospect of an Increased
dividend. Earnings are wa nting § per e¢ent
and more—a fact, when ve

much lower, pointed out by
champlons of thie property, Jefferson M

fmper

Develuopments of importance 1d in Denver
and Rio Grande affalrs. Denver's largest stock-
holder now is John D. Rockefeller. The Rocke-
feller-Gould relationship has become consequen-
tial again: and a Rock Island bid of $80 a shars
for & contreolling amount of Denver common
stock has just been refused.

Exceptional activity showed at the end of thae
week In the New York traction stocks. Brooklvn
jumped up rapidly, largely: and the rest of tha
list reflected the improvement Some guricue
Brookiyn Rapid Transit stories circulate
is that Pennsylivania is to guarantee dividends
Another represents that the controi of the Third
Yet ancther

Avenue system has been obtained.
tells of a new independent Interest reiated to one
of the great electrical companies. Whatever the
facts, Brooklyn Rap!d Transit stock seems to
be scarce—and the brave manipulative devices
of James R. Keene arg continually in evidence.
During the week, coincidentally, much has
been published regarding Third Avenue's situa-
tion. Most of these stories have been Intended
to help depression. They have Leen inventions,
What investors of sane inclination are now o
regard is that Third Avenue is separated —stays
separate—from all the rest of the New York
tractions. It is the one property that can maks
money—is making money. The stuff and non-
sense of excessive stock assessments current not
long ago were foolish concoctions. During _ﬂ"
week intimations have suggested that the New
York, New Haven and Hartford Railread mar
geek Third Avenue control.  And, despite evasiva
offictal disavowals, It is not improbable that
verification before long will be forthcoming
Upon authority which T am compelled to re-
gard as absolutely incontestable. T do not hesi-
tate to aver that (upen a fair Independent ac-
counting) Third Avenue stock can this very
week be shown to be earming over 8 per cent
tor its stockholders. The man Whitridge, as
recelver In charge of this company’'s affairs.
works actually a revolution—as permanent
president of the property he wnuld'ba asset
fncalculable—representing progress with econ-
omy, upbuilding with profits—the maker of &

| new Third Avenue.

Among important developments of the com-
ing week is the meeting of the Chicago and Al-
ton on Tuesday. If present official plans are
then unchanged 4 per cent will be declared
upon Alton common stock. This means the
paving over to the Toledo, St. Louis and West-
ern’s treasury of $600,000 as dividends upon ite
$15,000,000 Alton stock, equal to & per c.ent. upon
Toledo preferred stock, already receiving 4 p?r
cent. out of its ewn company's earnings. This
makes Toledo preferred an abnormally cheap
fssue at its present price. It is entitled to &
ten per cent. advance at least. Toledo com-
mon, indeed, comes by reason of this largess
within early dividend probability. 3

Incidentally the recent acquirement of & n:.
fority of Colorado and Southern common ”hi
by James J. Hill's Burlington system has 'eeI:
further sequei: The Burlington will this W -
offer to exchange for Colorado Southern ﬂrs‘-
preferred and second preferred a 4 per c_;:“
bond at par—dollar for dollar, par value. -
ought to mean quick, substantial mﬂ‘“:\-n
market value for both of these preferred ‘f:\!-
—not less than 20 peints. H. ALLA



