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Reader Tells What He
Missed in Last Weel’s Papers.
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INSECTS BUZZ-WORDS

Wing Vibrations and Breathing
Organs Serve as Tongues.

Insects are not popularly considered to be talka-
tive, although the mosquito is something of a con-
cert ginger and the common fly often provokes pro-
fane gpeech on the part of human victims., It is
troe the insect tribe lacks wvocal organs, yet it
possesses 2 language and & means of communica-
tion entirely sufficient for primitive needs. Some
€ay sclence, when !t has completed an unabridged
monkey &istionary, may be able to etudy more
thorcughly the dialects of the tiny buzzers and
creepers, and put humanity in closer touch with
the pestiferous that s to say, Interesting forms of
Jower 1f.. Of course, 1t is a lttle too much to
bope thst we will ever be able to argus with a
Jersey ‘skeeter or get a favorable answer to the

;:m:: :ud- and remain motionless while iistening.
ot known whether they offer ths queen ex-
travegant compliments safterward, but, anyhow,
::: t.t;tur:. Queens, still within the royal cells, hear
" un through the waxen walls that confine

em and respond with g seemingly jealous, angry

antiphony. The young queens pipe a little on their
OWn accour’ whon they have nothing else to do.
It is suggested that the largs sphinx moth, popu-
larly known es the death’'s head, {s able to enter
&and ravage hives by imitating the piping of the
queens. The working class of bees is deceived
and hypnotized by the intruder, whom !t could
easily sting to death.

Stridulation is the common language of grass-
hoppers, locusts and katydids. It {s the mame as
playing & violin, only the bow is a series of fine
cogs on the insect’s thigh, and the instrument is
his stiff, parchment-llke wing cover. The chir-
ruping noise is important in love making among
the inseots. It serves for serenades, assignations,
popping the question and all other details. The
music of crickets and grasshoppers hes been ap-
preciated for a thcusand years by the Japanese,
who confine them In cages and keep them in the
houss as Westerners do canaries, Ants have strid-
ulating orgens of so high a range that human
ears are incapable of hearing the sound they pro-
duce. The antenne are eloquent with meaning for
all insects.

THE GERMAN WAR LORD.

Severe Oriticisms of His Methods and His
Army Officers.

Cotave Mirbean, in The American Magsszine
Bomse people fancy that the Emperor of Germany
plana wara, but, In &pite of his uniforms and his
fanfares, this i{s not so. He is not a warrior, but
& military man, which is very different. He is not

\ dus to the more evenly distributed and more abun- . s
&(JHI\ E gt‘;t”resourcel of the eastern half of the Unitea u.ﬂtal. A‘Itlﬂ(‘al_
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PLAN TO ADD THEM
FOOT REGIMENTS.

Tkeir Value and Mobility Demon-
strated by Service in the Philip-
pines and Cuba.

{From The Tridune Bureau.]

Washington, Jan. 2—The machine gun i{s ¢oming
to play an important part in the armament of the
military force. The importance of that type of ord-
nance is in the measure of {ts value in military
operations and its admirabls adaptation to mobllity.
One of the plans proposed i{s to establish separate
and independent commands, especially armed with
machine guns, such as the platoon which is con-
nected with the 16th Infantry. That organization
has to its credit some excellent ssrvice rendered In
the Philippine Islands, where the platoon was or-
ganized in 1806 while the reg!ment was stationed
a* Fort McKinley and used in active operations
against the Pulajanes in Leyte.

The moblility of the command was {llustrated by
the fact that the platoon left its station the same
day the order was received, and its equipment, in
addition to that ordinarily carried by the infantry
soldier on active fleld service, consisted of two au-
tomatic machine guns with carriage and tripod
mountg and twenty thousand rounds of ball car-
tridges. The command remained in the fleld prac-
tically a vear, operating independently of any other
command, thereby fully demonstrating its efficiency
as an organization. The platoon has returned to
this country and {s now stationed at Fort Crook,
Neb. It has bean fitted out with the Vickers-
Maxim automatic machine gun in place of the old
Colt machine guns.

The machine gun platoons attached to the in-

UNITED STATES INFANTRY MACHINE QUN PLATOON RUSHING INTO ACTION AT
“DOUBLE TIME”

even brave. Willlam IT's wild 4discourses and men-
aces are only commercial tricks, intended to
frightan BEurope, and by so doing strengthen our
great manufacturers who llve by armament. The
industry is colossal; unclouded peace would de-
strov it

Another thing which keeps him from making
war is the fear he has of the result. Hvery one
admits that our army is thes strongest in the world
Tt is drilied and kept up to thse mark; our ar-
senala are full, our armament compiete, our fort-
resses perfect. But, sad to say, we have no more
real officers. The German army {s to-day com-
manded by mere parade officeara, who are very
similar to the pretty coxcorbs of France's Second
Empire. They do not work, and only cccupy them-
selves with thelr pleasures, which ares none of the
best, as there {s great corruption among them

In case of war Wliilam would have no one to
command his armies. Doubtless he would try to
&o 1t himself, for he has war plans of his own,
jyst as he has plans of statues, pictures, oparas
and everything else, all his cwn-—h!s own. With
William 'in command, we should be beaten by
Switzeriand, or less than Switzerland

At the manceuvres, where everything is carefully
arranged in advance to meake a perfect mise-en-
scéne with the Emperor a majestic figura in the
centre, well, the generals have the greatest dif-
ficulty to keep from running Willlam down. They
aweat blood to keep from surrounding him, even
on absolutely flat ground. I have assisted at some
of the manceuvres, and I can assurs you it is noth-
ing but buffoonery.

THE “BISHOP’S” WINNING RUSE.

That was & good old comedy bishop who one fine
day entered a large jeweller's establishment In
Regent street, London, to make an extensive pur-
chase of veluable presents. He selected them with
great care as regards their artistlo value, but
quite regardless of cost The proprietor and his
assistants buzzed round his lordship. The eelected
veluables were pecked in separate parcels at his

suggestion, neatly tied and sealed, and he had just |

taken & seat in the private office of the proprietor
and was feeling in his pocket for his check book,
when two men, who had been peering !n at the
glass door leading to the strget walked up the
shop and stood behind the Bishop. They were
piainly dressed, sharp-looking men, and thus
bluntly addressed the jewelier:

“wwhat has this man been ordering?”’

The bishop looked up, s&aw the men, turned pale,
clutched the sides of the chalr, dropped "his glasses
end looked as if he would bolt.
stir, however, the handcuffs were on his wrists.

““Bishop, indeed!” se!d one of the men. “He was
a colonel vesterday. Here, ‘bishop,’ coms along to
vine street. ‘Bishop,’ indeed! Ha! ha! Well,
that's a goed ‘un!” And turnigg to the astonished
jeweller, he continued: “Just copped him in time,

sir: lucky for you. Oh, by the way, you might get

| cne of your assistants to bring round these parcels

Question, addressed to a mattress In a strange
boarfing house, whether we can expect to sleep
in peace The interests of men and bloodsuckers
&re not ident ‘e some contrary allegations,
80 that the :st  Jisperanto devised for the ex-
change of and insectiferous Ideas could
not achieve al harmony between the two
in y actually progressed in the
v Dr. Henry . Mc(Cook, In
"Har;m' s Mazag A great deal of emotion is
€Xpressed by thelr bodily tures. The motion of
& finger < the attention of an ant that is
sentine a column on the march. It halts,
thrusts oy fts antennz and shows signs of ex-
citement 1e finger comes nearer the an-
tenna w; The ant’'s head and body jerk
®ith tense cagerness. It stretches forth its head
and rea its fore legs, with jaws agape |
and anten quivering. The ent .nay even rise

Up on its hind legs in a pugllistio attitude of self-
Gefence, the same attitude taken by a bear, & horse
&nd & man ready to fight. The tarantula and
other gpiders do the seme thing when attacked or
thh:a‘.emd with danger

Wing talk, otherwise pteratic language, depends

on the ng vibrations of insects’ wings Any |
ed droning among
of alarm and the

homeward flight
the pitch

Y
the note ¥ while
R BDOV & 1 & summer resort
Rotel. The wing mote of bees and other insects
kumming abtove a bed of flowers is A, &S tesfed

by flute and ear. Tuning forks are excellent for
eesuring the compess of the tone poets of our
felds 2nd verandas. On the sclentific basis of 23§
ns & second for the note C, the house fly at
F vibrates his wings 852 times a second and the
Lss at A kseps her propellers working at &
TEis of 40 times & wecond. When a bee is loaded
the nectar saloon and pollen store,
Bar tone falls to E, and perhaps the other insects
unferstend the melody as equivalent to ““We
Won't Go Home Till Morning.” Th= threat of the
&ngry hornet e familiar to every country boy.
Bome profound emotions are conveyed Ly the
®piracles or breathing organs, arranged in pairs
slong the abdomen and thorax of insects. A mem-
brene behind each spiracle may be vibrated so

{

Papici- s to produce a sound. This §s the gource
©f the alleged pathetic cry emitted by a fly when

< t on sticky paper and can't buzz with
5 wings. The fly walils and shileks llke a high-
Priced actress, ‘tis sald. It is a comfort to know
that the mosquito has this spiracular volce, as

Weli @8 & buzz. The bee is llkewise gifted, and
ber exercise of the organ is called “piping.” When
The ¢ld queen of a colony hes left with & swarm
Dew gueen often sounds her pipes ilke a true
acd she sachanted werkers bew deva

| recent

RS

16 has selected. We must enter them at the police
station: we have a cab at the door. \\e have been
tracking the bishop all the morning.’

Without a word the “bishop” followed the de-
tectives into the cab, and all three got in as the
assistant came out with the valuables.

“‘Here,”’

window, “place those in here—they mll be safer—

! and }ou get on the top with the driver.

It wae not far to Vine street, but, as ususl, the
trafflc was congested in Oxford Circus and the cab
had to halt occasionally. it was, however, soon at
the police station.
driver's seat and opened the door.

The cab was empty!—Strand Magazine.

—_————
AROUND THE WORLD FOR $1,000.

sSome months ago Major George P. Ahern, . 8.

A., stationed in the Philippines, resolved to com
bine a trip around the world with a leave of ab-
sence and \ose the route across Siberla. On his

to Manila he made public, as of

returi
to travellers, details of time and expense.

said one of the detectives through the !

| flection In the panels.

Befors he could

i pation,

The assistant jumped off the !

! ag though vexed at belng interrupted.

lixil‘;)‘;":;'nrvazz somewhat condensed, was &s follows
Miies. Hours. l‘nrea |
Maulls to Viadivostok, via Kobe. J'ollh -. z-:'tq
\Aadu.m:)ok 10 MOSCOW. .. connnnen , 461 817 15-; :__";
Moscow to Lendon. via \lenm X w‘n lt')U(')U
London to New York..............
New York to San anllm. = e
New 1oAnS. . . oo ooe (w
coveesssereseasenevaseases . 6,000 720 80 00
m Ahern’ m It wﬁl observ
bn.: N d!d ? b nrn
" Ol’ e choose
os verged from

sll cases the lhort
Berlin to Vienna,
York to San !
e\en though it be necessary

and the -honut llne tfrom New
Francisco is not via New Orleans,
to touch at Washing-

to
wished to see what he
trl‘o‘: tn - tine at bis disposal.

nary conveyanoes, except the army transpor;
::glln ssnchu)c'.nco to Manila, by which he prob-
ably saved no t
rved that Major Abam s expenses
w ber?abt?:n were only This includes

He used the

D‘
w
Ior transpo

ournex. but not
meals and Iodgmn for the sea j . e .
for those on land He also had the ag s of

the Pacific on & public vessel.
: e lhl“lmp\ 1ldent that it is

tions, it is ev
¥“ xﬁ"'ﬁh:bfsf :g(eu ordinary traveller to girdle
't‘;; ‘{oba at an expense not;xc::dli;:g :}1?)20 c:,;gf’unl
less than seventy days. t.h' el eoulx:‘h-._

E g ol steamer conn

getting &cros
ordinary steamer

o even

could of certain coun- |

{me, though he spared himseif some |

fantry and cavalry regiments stationed i{n Cuds
have been doing splend!d work also. This is the
subjeot of a specia! report made by General T. S

Barry, in command of the Army of Cuban Pacifi
cation. Each of ths saven Mam‘na gun platoons
with the trcops in Cube has conducted target prac-

tice, largely upon the !deas of the {ndividual com-
manding ofMloers, thera being no prescribed system
Instruction was given !{n renge finding from 200 to
2,000 yards, and there was as much firing as possi
bla with the limited amount of ammunition avail-
able. The results obtained, as might ba expected,
were as varied as the cond!tions under which such
instruction given, and emphasize the impor-

waS

tanoe of having a syastem of instruction uniform for |

Firing Regulations for Machine Gun Platoons, just
{esued, and which w!ll be carried Into effect as soon
as arrangementa now undsar way shall have heen
leted
Major General J Franklin Bel!, chief of staff of
the army, !n h!s annua! report fust submitted, says:
“The provisional machine gun platoons for cav-

alry and infantry as ncw organized are not satis-
factory They were established 'n 1908, by order,
for experimen purposes, and the best authorities

ars not t fully {n accord as to the best organiza-
tion for machine guns. A board was convened in
February, at the Presidio of Monterey, to conduct

experiments and recommend & =uitable organization
for a machine gun company for infantry regiments,
Company A, 20th Infantry, being designated for this
end speclal ofMoere temporarily assigned
The board decided upon what it considered a
suftable organization for the Infantry machine gun
company, and a tentative systemn of target practice
and drill is nearly ready Machine guns
can have a eatisfactory organization
lative authority, but thers is & general unantmity
of opinion throughout the service that this organi-
zation should be an additional troop or company in

purposs

to 1t

for fseve

each 1 nt of cavalry and Infant with the nec-
essary complement of officers and men.”
AS VAIN AS A PEACOCK.

I venture 1o send you some curious particulars
about the hehavior of & young peacock that is kept |
here. 1 should be glad to learn whether our ex-
perience can bhe confirmed or {liustrated by any |
of your readers. The bird began by sedulously
frequenting the etable yard, end whenever the
carrriage was brought out of the coachhouse he
would take h!s stand by !t, and gaze at his re-

He then took to accompany-
fng the carriage up to the house, and, standing
beside it at the front door, engaged In self-contem-
plation. He now runs behind the carriage when
it starts from the house, down to a certain point
of the drive, apparently In the hope that it may
stop and allow him to continue hls favorite occu-
but he seems to conclude at a certain place
that the though if the carriage
halts further dow e drive he will refoin it and
resume his observaticns. It occurred to us to won-
der what he would do if a looking glass were
placed the lawn. This was accordingly done,
and he at once found it out. Nothing will Induce
him to quit it He will stand by it for hours to-
gether. At first he occaslonally looked Inquisitively
behind the glass at intervals,

to see If a bird was
actually present, but he has given this up now. He
stands in front of it, entirely absorbed, often mo-
tionless for a long time, occaslonally moving his
head gently up and down, and somet!mes softly
touching the glass with hls bill, appearing slightly
bewildered by the contact. If food is thrown to
him he takes no notice, unless it is close to the
glass, when he w!ll hurriedly gobble it up and re-
turn to his more congenial employment in haste,
It the glass
taken into the drawing room, which is on the

case 1s hopeless,

on

is

ground floor, locking Into the garden, he will en-
ter the ym by door or window, find the glass and
continu favorite pursuit, and he spends the
greater of the day at the door that leads
from the drawing rocm into the garden, in the hope
that some one may bring out lils glass for him.
Meanwhile the peahen is sitting on a nest of
eggs in a hedge close at hand ile never goes

near her, his only idea being to find opportunities
tor contemplating his own perfections. I suppose
that the proverb “As vain as & peacock’ refers
to the bird’'s habit of spreading his tall and strut-
ting about, but it is curious to find that this In-
stinotive vanity lles deeper still, and is not con-
fined to the desire to arouse the sdmiration of his
mate, a5 is generaliy taken for grantsd, but is
based upon a genuine complacency and an almost
morbid consclousness of his personal attractions.—
Arthur C. Benson, in The London Bpectator.
P SR SR
CENTRE OF POPULATION.

h,a centre of population in 1900 was In the state
of Indiana. In 17% the centre was 23 miles east of
Baitimore, in the state of Maryland, or virtually
on the Atlantic shore line.

Its migration has been slow and remarkably uni-
form, both in rate and in direction. It has hov-
ered for 110 years along the thirty -ninth parallel
of latitude and its total variation In latitude has
been less than one-third of one degree.

The westward movement has averaged less than
a dezree in a decade, notwithstanding the incred-
{bly swift occupation of a vacant cogtinent by a
movement of population westward. The easterly

pontlon of the centre of popuiation is in part due
to the tu:t that the eastern part of the eont.ln.m

— e e e o pepsiacion s aise

TO

! platoons, as 1s contemplated hy the Provisional {

only by legis- |

» forests and minerals of
ns and Appa.achian pla-
are the arid and moun-

the Guif lowlands an
{ the Appalachian M«
eaus. 1)‘0!‘ E"L nst
tainous areas of tha west.

Certain areas will be reclaimed to inoredible pro-
ductiveness, and the mineral weaith is vast; su
the centre of population may be expected to n

rmanently to the eastward of the geographical
centre of the land.—(eographical Journal
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HARP SOQLOIST. S\-m shon Orchea!nl “orcertl.
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'HENRY LIFF ORCHESTRA.

Management M. E. Rogers, 6@ Trving Place, N. Y. Tel
8111 Gramercy. New York's Favorite and Most Popular
Orchestra. Receptions, Weddings, Dinners, Balls. eto
AGNES SUMNER GEER
MONOLOGU AND CHILD IMPERSONATIONS.

|
Children's

Mus!cals and Parties 126 East 19th St
J “ A TENOR SINGING IN
L] SIX LANGUAGES.

ONCERT SONG RECITALS. ETC.

(‘nr‘n OF THE ART OF SINGING.
C-“n-sm Hall, Studio 502, Wed., Taurs. & Sat. Afternoons.
L

ARTHUR PHILIPS, BARITONE.

CARNEGIE HALL. NEW \ORK CITY.
VOCAL INSTRUCTION.
CONCERTS AND RECITALS.

JOHN BLAND, TENOR
ATORIO—CONCERT—RECITALS.

OR
Direction of J. E Franke 1402 Broadway, New York
Studio. 104 l’:nn 2’nd Street.
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| ents.

i SHFR“ ooD Voice (\ll"lf&
| an me-.md ) 183 W 49th 5( \ y (Wed. -
| ss, 11 Morgan Avenu WAI.K (0\

iSaBEL HAUSER PianisT

CONCERT AND RECTTALS. Address The Apt ‘lnY‘D
n arlx..!y anl 79th St., New Yarx Hc:sn'l 19"‘

" GEQ, FEAR ENGLAND

SOPRANO. Musical d dialect read
the ll"ﬂ.un' v .:'u-h}: 0_'_ :;v:&“:o ;x'lo:cher of
; SIGNOR TENOR.
VINCENZO VOICE o1 TURE.
Ttalian method

Graduate of tha FRova
Preparations for concert

oy

-.\.‘n'\.am'v Naples, Ttal
ypera, oratorio. 85 “‘ 4"d 'lt

SOPHIE FERNOW ™
!\STRC(‘TION
References: Von Buelow, Klindworth, Scharwenka. |
! Fm.!ln .m \\ e-z Bl\v» F! Phone 2704 River.
Katherine CONTR
Oratorio, CONTRALTO.
Concerts, Direotion of J. H.
Festivals Franke. 1402 B'way.
’\"SCQ‘ C uiture (Saenger method). 204 West 86th St.

MAY KIDDER-PEIRC

Organist, Pianist, Instruction, Interpretation. Leschetisky

method :i“" Amsterdam Tel. 5180 River

P xS —
GRAND OPERA TENOR

uonglgur Gas ar OF PARIS.

Concert En'l;mnu

ch and Itailan thru English Ballads. Volce |

838 Seventh Avenune. Tel 6488 Columbus.

A\\A Volce Culture Authorized !
! SCHIRMER exponent CAPI"IANI
Y‘e(hcd Boprano concert recitals, etc. 147 W. Tlst st
\!'-v- and Thurs Resilence, 19 Elm st.,, New Rochelle
S

THOMAS BALL COUPER|

o and Inst 503 l;mallo Hall.
L] r’v{uan 1 to ﬁ Phone 2940 Columbus.

Jul'A L s Donna SBoprano (Colo- |
m' ara ) Season 1608 - 1908,
para Co 200 W'n !mh St.. New York

o
The
he Teacher.

Author of the Russell Books. Director

of the

NORMAL INSTITUTE OF MUSIC, CARNEGIE HALL, N. Y

Address the Secretary for Literature. Bullstina

etc

MISS DELLA

431 Riverside Drive, e s o
and just returned from & period of study In ROME with
the great composer, will prepars pupils for study with Mmea.

PIANIST AND

THAL, "Gk

INE. BLOOMFIELD ZEISLER,
SI5. SGAMBATI,

OVIDE

MUSIN

VIRTUOSO SCHOOL OF VIOLIN
Permanently in New York
STUDIO 810, CARNEGIE HALL.

“TOUCH AND TECHNIC.” the remarkable System
of Plano Study developed by the late

DR. WILLIAM MASON

will continue o be taught by his erstwhile pupil
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VOCAL ART.
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The Ford School of Expression.

EDITH CLINE FORD, Director.
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DR. CARL E. DUFFT,

CONCERT, ORATORIO, VOCAL INSTRUCTION.
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Stringed
Instruments
914 Carnegle Hall.

JOSEPHIIE (E EMERSON ...ti'Siov.
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D' wn’P!Lummsr. 151 West 251 SU
WYCOFF -

Tenc‘m— nf P‘a'xe and
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\0‘ AL INSTRI r'no_
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OR. N. J. ELSENHEIM
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