
Major General ajid Mrs. Charles F. Humphrey had
to dine wtth them to-night Captain and Mra. Edward
Carpenter. Captain ar.d Mrs. Tucker, Dr. and Mrs.
Mitchell, Miss Worthlngton, Mis? Humphrey, Miss
Helen Humphrey, Dr. Bailey, Captain Charles
Humphrey. Lieutenant Deltrick and Lieutenant

Swift.

IN WASHINGTON 80CIETY.
[From The Tribune Burtau.]

Washington. Feb. 6.-Tl,e Vice-President and Mrs.

Fairbanks have cancelled all their social ensaajv-

ments on account of the sudden death of Mrs. Fair-

banks •« brother, Edward Cole, at London. Ohio.

yesterday. Mrs. Fairbanks left here fell afternoon

for Ohio.
Mrs James S. Sherman, wife of the \ ice-Presi-

dent-elect, went to Utlca this morning to remain

until Tuesday. She took luncheon with Mrs. Fair-

banks on Wednesday, and they made Cabinet calls

together.
Miss Shelby Converse, daughter of Rear Admiral

ar.d Mrs. Converse, willbe attended at her wedding

to Huntington Jackson, February 18, by Miss Maud
Converse, her sisi aid of honor, and M!s»
Audrey Townsend Sackett and Miss Joanna Adele
Morgan, of New Yr.rk. and Miss Grace Be.l and

Miss Olga Converse, younger sister of the bride-
elect, as bridesmaids. There will be a small recep-

tion at the home of R ar Admiral and Mrs. Con-

verse following the ceremony, at 5 o'clock, at St.
John's Church.

The Japanese Ambassador and Baroness Taka-
hlra entertained at a dinner to-night, at which

the Vice-President and .Mr Fairbanks were to

have been the guests of honor had not the death

Of Mrs. Falrbanks'a brother. Mr. Cole, caused them

to send regrets. The guests were Senator and Mrs.
Elklna, Senator Frye. Representative Denby, Mr.

and Mrs. Charles Bennett, ex-Surgeon General and

Mrs. Sternbergr, Mr. and Mrs. James Brown Scott,

Mr. and Mrs. Spalding. Mr. and Mr? OothrMsje,

Mrs. Wllkes. Miss Scldmore, Mr. Matzui and Major

Tanaka.
The Danish Minister and Countess Moltka had as

guests at dinner to-night the French Ambassador
and Mme. Jusserand. the Secretary of Commerce

and Labor and Mrs. Straus, the Norwegian Minis-

ter and Mme. Glide, Mr. and Mrs. Hunt. Mrs.

Porter. Colonel and Mrs. Bromwell. Miss Morgan,

Misa Oliver. C. R. Slmpklns. Mr. do Amaral. Bra-

zilian counseller. and Martin Julius Clan. Danish

Consul General InNew York.

THE DIPLOMATIC CORPS.
[From The Fritiai

WashJnat< »ia.n Antba
and Baroness HenKelmiiller entf-rt.Uned at luncheon
to-day Lord

' lifford of ("hudlelgh, who arrived
here fr^mi England last month to spend savetsj

weeks visltlns and sightseeing at the
luncheon were the Secretary of State and Mr=.
Bacon, Senator Dv Pont, Mr. and MrK Douglas

Robinson. Mrs. Richard H. Townsend, Mrs. Fardy.
meron, the Hon. Mande Pauncefote, Miss

Terry. Haron Abrozy. counsellor, and Prince Vin-

cent zu Windtsch-Graetz, a'tarhA, of the Austrian
Embas

The "President went riding, and gave attention to

some pressing business at the executive offices in
the late afternoon, before dinner.

THE CABINET.
[Prom Th» Trlbun* liurr&u.]

Washington, Feb. 6.—Mrs. Wright. wi:e of the
Secretary of War. went to Xew York this morning,

and will visit her son-in-law and daughter. Mr. and
Mrs. John Humphreys Watkir.s. until February IE,

when Ehe willreturn to the cap'.taL
Mrs. Meyer and the Mlsse3 Meyer, wife and

daußhtfra of the Postmaster General, will"go to

Boston tha first of the week to spend a week Of

ten days.

AT THE WHITE HOUSE.
[From Th« Tribune Bunau.l

Washington, i->b. •.—Assons tha Whits Hooss
callers to-day wore Secretary Cortslyoa, Secretary

Newberry, Beaatora Carter, Flint. Nixon. Pape.

Warner.i Depew, Bourne and Hopkins.

Moody. Representatives Smith, of Michl««n; BaDe-
way. froulden, Welsse. Cooper. Rennet, Hawley.

Underwood. Ptoeht, Ollhams. Stevens. Edwards.
Hacky and GiilPtt; Gifford Plnchot. Commissioner

Lrfine. the Belgian Minister. District Attorney Sims

and Special Attorney WUksrSOB, Of •"hlcnk,"

Itor General Hoyt. Major H. J. Sl"".:m, J«MBJS I».i>-
ton, of Went Virginia; Colonel W. M. Heyward.

W. A. Rearer ani Frank Hearty, of G<M>rtfa; H. L.

McConneii. of Mobile, and Z. U Nabers, of Bir-
mingham; C E. Waldo, of Pontlac, Mi.-h.; H. M.

Benjamin, of Port Kllzabeth. South Africa, ar.d

Thomas Shlpp.

Francis Johnstore Hopson lad the cotillon at t=»

fifthof the Saturday Evenir.< Dane-s. which tool
place last BBSM at Delmanlco's. Ths "\u25a0'-* were
received by Mrs. Charles K. Hunttnatca and •»•*
eral of the patronesses.

Mme. Rappcld. Gllibert and Schilling will »PP*S»
with a number of amateurs forming part cf th»

Junior League In the concert to be g'ven en Feb-
ruary X at the Waldorf in behalf of the Handi-
craft School of Greenwich House. Mr?. Charles B.
Alexander. Mrs. R. Fulton Cutting. Mra. Karry

Payne Whitney and Mrs. WlMtajr. SchiafTeUn are
among the patronesses, walla among tfca amateur*
who figure on the programme- era Miss Beatrice
Crosby. Miss Dorothea Draper. Mr*.R?:sse!l »?»*•
ley, jr., and Mrs. Chauncey Ksavsf

Mrs. Heth Lorton gave a reception yesterday

afternoon at her house, tn East 54ti street. She

was assisted in welcoming her guests ty Mljs \u25a0*-\u25a0•'

gelica Schuyler Church. Miss RoiaJia Gardiner
Jones, Miss Eleanor Townsend. M:ss Althe*
Sohoonmaker and Miss Marlon Bull.

Mrs. Herbert Shipman has organize* an enter-

tainment for the same afternoon and eve=l=« at

the Plaza to behalf of the Fresh Air Fund of t£a

Church of the Heavenly Rest, of which her hoa-

band is rector. The programme comprises two

operettas. The first, entitled "Une Fita fie Mai.-
has been arranged by Kurt Schindler. of the Met-
ropolitan Opera, from Gounod's •Mlrei'le." and la

addition to the original airs several Provencal
folksongs will b« Introduced. Among those wh»

will take part in this are Miss Beatrice and Mis»

Josephine Crosby, Misa Dorothy Bigelow, Mls»
Angelica Brown. Miss Eleanor Wfcltridgs, Miss
Marjorie Bourne. Miss Elizabeth Bertron. Mr*.
Russell H. Hoadley ar.d Mrs. Henry H. Rogers. ]?.

The second operetta. "Air and Dance 3." by Ea-
meau, will represent the Greek era, and In. it Miss

Alice Preston. Miss Marjorie Gould. Miss Edlti

and Miss Ar.zonella Kane. M133 Dorothy Randolph

and Miss Beasss Toekam'wUl appear.

Italy's iailliihssla sufferers are again the object

of a charitable entertainment on Thursday, when

a "baJ poudre" will be given at the Plaza, liaJer
th*patronage of Mrs. Roosevelt, the Queen cf luly.

Bareness dcs Planches, wife of the Italian Ambas-

sador at Washington, and Mrs. Charles E. Hughes,

and on Friday, Lincoln's Birthday. Mrs. F. Mart.a
Davies willgive a small dar.ce at her hocse, ia East
82d rtreet, by way of a nous warming

-Alda" will be given as \u25a0 special perforrr.ir.es at
the Metropolitan Opera House on Saturday events
for the benefit of the Italian Benevc^er.t Society

and of the Institute for Italian Immigrants. Caruso
will be in the cast, and among those wno bare
taken boxes are Mrs. J. Pierpont Morgan, Mrs.
Seth Barton French, Mrs. William H. SchieJelin.
Mra. R. Fulton Cutting. Mrs. Prescott Hal. Sutler.
Mrs. Charles B. Alexander. Mrs. "William Piersoa
Hamilton an Mrs. Douglas EoMnsoa.

Both the army and the navy will be well reyr?-

f>ented at *':.•* annual charity ball for the benefit

of ths Nursery and Child's Hospital, which takes
place on Tuesday right at the 'Waldorf-Astoria.
Major General Leonard Wood will b*present, with
Mrs. Wood and a large continger.t of th*

—
.en-.t«r»

of his staff ar.d of the other officers from Go»"-
ernor'a Island. Many dinners are telr.g gives ia
connection with the ball, to which the nst9U
hostesses will afterward take their gussts.
Among the- members of the floor committee: »ra
Phoenix In<raham, W. O'Dor.nell Lss'.!^. A'-exasder
M. Had.i.::. Lyd | Hoyt. Marshall R. K-r-.ochaa.
W. Rhinelander Stewart, Jr.. T. Supers Taller.
Samuel D. Babcock arid Lawrence L. Gffiespta.

"Mrs. H. Fair: Osborn has given the -cat) cf

her house In Madison avenue for an eatertatsmMt
on Wednesday afternoon In beiuUf of v. M

York Cooking School. Miss Ethel Arnold »U de-

liver an address, sad so, too. will ei-Ambiissaikr

Joseph H. Choate. while Mile, da Nys will give »
series of recitations. Among the patror.esses ar»

Mrs. Schuyler N. Warren. Mrs. Charles Steel* Mrs.

Henry Trevor. Mrs. Her.ry Redmond and. ilra>

Charlea D. Stlckney.

are others who are driven hy the trying change* el
weather and temperature here in New York to seek
relief therefrom In Southern resorts. \u25a0 "P*-c!a:iy at
New Orleans anil at Havana, where the carnival 1
in full swim;; in the British West Ind!«»s and !a
Kurope. The great liners, in fact, arr sailing wits
crowded passenger lists, and among those who
have gone abroad are Mr. and Mrs. J. Laurena Van
Alen. Mrs. Charles M. Oelrichs. her debutaatt
daughter. Miss Blanche OHrichs. and her sister
Mrs. Theodore A. ifav-fmeyer; Mr. and Mrs. Alfred
Wagstaff, jr.. Mr." and Mrs. Pi»*rr» Lr.rlllarfl Ros-
ald3, Mr. and Mrs. Frederick F. Marqua-nd. ali of
whom sailed yesterday, while J. Plerpont Morgan,
Alfred G. Vanderbilt. General Brayton Iv*>s aa<J
many others departed on Wednesday.

Mrs. Clarence H. Mvk.i., who has r««firn<«fl fr^Rj
Washington, will give a dinner, followed by a mu-
sical, this evening at h*r house, la Uadlsoa ave-
nue, for Miss Marjorie Gould, and musicals w!'.i
also be given to-day by Mrs. W. Everard Strong
and by Mrs. Reginald de Kover:. Mrs. C Ledyarl
Blair being scheduled for an en:erta;r.ment of xkm
same character to-morrow afternoon at the Colony,
Club. On Tuesday -vening Mrs. Archibald has a
dinner dance, and on th» same day a concert wU|

take place at the Waldorf-Astoria at 11 o'clock ia
;the morning for the beneiit of the Little Sisters ct
the Assumption, under th>: patronag- of Mrs. Oer-

1 a'.dyn P.edmcnd. her sister, tho Countess <ie Lau-
gier-Villara. and of Miss Leontine Marie. Misa

1Gerahllno Farm and Krnest SchelUns Sg"-r» 03

Itho programme. Tuesday, too. is the day s»t for
Itho opening of the annual Dog Show of th* West.

Imin3:er Kennel Club at the Madison Sqpara Gar-
den, with the lark'f'st r.cmi*r of entries en record.
The club Is offering $14,000 worth of prizes, besides
which cups and trophies of one kin-1 ani another

Jiave been presented by other clubs, as wei: aa by
Harry Payne Whitney. Mrs. Reginald Vand-rtilt.
Miss Anna Sands. Mrs. A. Butler Duncan. Mrs.
Clarence H. Mackay and August Bel.-noat. Tha

1show will remain open until Friday night, and
judging from the list of exhibitors and exhibits wU
prove the rendezvous of the fashionable worW oa
the afternoons of at least three days of the *«•*.

St Bartholomews Church will ... aceae oa
Wednesday of the marriage of Mi.-s Edith Z»m&&
to William Tate. son of the late James E. Tate. cf

Baltimore. The rector, the 'Rev. Dr. I^ightoa

;Parks, will perform the ceremony, which wm be

followed by a reception given by the mother of
{
the bride, Mrs. James R. Doudge. at her house, la

iWest «th street. Henry A. Barclay. J. Marray

iMitchell and J. Randolph Robinson win be among

1 the ushers.

PEVBIONB FOR FEDERAL IIDGES.

After refusing, last Monday, to suspend the
rules jiiHipass tli<- Senate bill affecting retire
Bents and pensions f<>r federal Judg*

-
Bouse on Wednesday passed an amended iiii!
on that subject, meeting tbe objections to the
original measure to which The Tribune re-
cently drew attention, The Senate bill v:!*in-
tended to allow \u25a0 federal judge promoted i"a
higher ;_'ra<l<' to retire wirii the salary ol that
grade on reaching seventy years, if bis service
In the lower and higher grades together
unoonted t.» t>-i. years, ruder tiie present law,

service as \u25a0 district judge rannot i»- counted
for retin-aient in the jrn.'le of .-In uit Judge, and
n district |adge accepting promotion loses all
the bei.eflfK—so far as a pension Is concerned

m rice on the lower bench The Bouse
rejected the Senate measure because it seemed
to introduce the military syatcui of promotion

THE CENSUS VETO.

President Roosevelt used plain language in

his veto of the census act. Put no open-minded
person will say that his criticisms of the spoils

section of that measure were undeserved. All

the friends of The merit system at appointments
will agree that Congress deliberately tried to
secure « parcelling out of the census patronage

pro rata among Senators and Representatives
by requiring the exaniMiat] of applicants to

b*» non-competitive. Since every person who

passes a non-competitive examination is eligi-

ble to appointment without regard to his rank
on the eligible list, political and personal pres-

sure must play a large part in influencing

selections. The Director of the Census earn-
estly prayed to he delivered from that pressure,

and the President strongly urged Congress to
protect him by requiring a competitive test and
making applicants who passed examinations
eligible in the order of their fitness. But Con-
gress, clinging to the few scraps of patronage

now left It, determined to adhere to the vicious
system which filled the Census Bureau in 1890
and 1900 with incompetents backed by political
influence.

The President cites incontrovertible testi-
mony as to the bad results of the non-competi-

tive' system of selection. Anybody familiar
with Washington life knows that the tempo-

rary force of the Census Bureau has been re-

cruited In the past from among the proteges

of Representatives and Senators, most of whom
would have failed of appointment under any
strict application of the merit system. Mr.
Roosevelt, as the foremost champion in public
life of the principle of free and honest competi-

tion in civil appointments, could not have been
expected to approve an attempt to perpetuate

an abuse by which the Census Bureau has been
made to take care of the dependents of politi-

cians instead of drawing Its force from the
best material offered, regardless of political

and personal connections.
The boldness of the patronage raid author-

ized by the census act is illustrated by Its non-

partisan character. The House and the Senate
acted on the good old principle that there
should be no politics in politics. The Demo-
crats were therefore let In on the distribution
of the spoils. This fact was brought out some-
what humorously In the debate In the House
of Representatives on February 18, 1908. when
Mr. Crumpacker, of Indiana, chairman of the
House Census Committee, made an elaborate
explanation to show that the Director of the
Census and others who complained of the bad
effects of non-competitive examinations were

doing Congress an injustice, because Congress
intended to have the non-competitive system
produce exactly the same results as the com-
petitive system. Itproposed to give the Direc-
tor and the President, not exactly what they
wanted, but "somerhing equally as good." This
explanation naturally mystified the House and
created some uneasiness, which wag allayed
only after this blunt colloquy between two
Democratic Representatives

—
Mr. Hay, a mem-

ber of the Census Committee, and Mr. Booher.
of Missouri:

Mr Hay
—

Mr. Chairman, after the exhaustive
statements and explanations 'of the bill by the
g-entleman from Indiana [Mr. Crumpackerl I
hardly deem Itnecessary for me to say anything
about it The only thing on which the gentle-

man was entirely silent, end which seemed to
exercise the minds of gentlemen on the floor
1crt/ much, was as to how these additional em-
ployes were to be appointed. Iunderstand that
the last time they were appointed upon the
recommendation of Senators and members of
the House, and Ipresume they are going to bo
appointed Inthe same way this time. IOf course,

Icannot speak by the card.
Mr. Booher

—
you know whether this side

of the chamber will be allowed to name any or
not?

Mr. Hay
—

presume so, as this Bide of the
chamber was allowed to name some before, and
Isuppose the same rule willprevail as has pre-
vailed before.
Ido not know that there is any other subject

that my friend from Indiana did not expatiate
upon very largely inresponse to the great num-
ber of questions which were put to him about
this bill.

Mr. Hay had no illusions about non-competi-

tive and competitive examinations furnishing

the same results. He knew why non-competi-

tive examinations were wanted. The President
is therefore entirely justified when he says:

To provide that the clerks and other employes
shall be appointed after non-competitive exami-
nation, and yet to provide that they shall be se-
lected without regard to political party affilia-
tions, means merely that the appointments shall
be treated as the perquisites of the politicians
of both parties, instead of as the perquisites of
the politicians of one party. Ido not believe in
the doctrine that to the victor belong the spoils;
but Ithink even teas of the doctrine that the
spoils shall be divided without a flgtit by the
professional politicians on both sides; and this
would be the result of permitting the billin its
present shape to become a law.

Congress has taken a narrow and selfish stand
In thus legislating for Its own benefit and
against the good of the service The country

will certainly condemn its programme and ap-
plaud the more sensible and enlightened views
of the President.

Is desirable for the sake of the canal, which Is

to be finished a few years hence, that all pos-

sible traffic shall be retained at Panama and

shall be attracted to that route. The govern-

ment is spending a vast amount of money in

constructing the canal. There are those who
argue that the canal can never be commer-
cially profitable. The same was as confidently :

argued against the Suez Canal, which has for ;
many years been one of the most profitable
transportation routes on the face of the globe,

with yearly receipts amounting to 20 per cent

of its total cost, and with the shares for which

the British government paid £4,000.000 now of

tho market value of £31,000.000. It may be
successfully maintained, of course, that even

if the Panama Canal never could pay. commer-
dally, still -it ought to be constructed. But

there is excellent reason for belfertng that it

will pay, and the assurance that it will pay

will be strengthened if all proper efforts arc
made to attract commerce to that route now
and to keep it there: and that is perhaps the ,
chief reason for putting rates at a figure at |

which thf competition of Tehuanteppc can be J
succe«*<fully met.

'
higher grade without ten years' servica in that

;grade. But It allows a district judge who is

Ipromoted to the circuit bench to count his
i service in the two courts as continuous. If'
he reaches the ape of seventy, and hns been ten

yean a federal Judce, but only two years on the
circuit bench, he can retire with the pay

, oT the grade which he held ten years before
iretirement— that Is, he must retire on the pay

of a district and not of a "circuit Judge. To
retire as a circuit judge he must have been
at least ten years on the circuit-bench. To re-

tire as a Supreme Court justice he must have
been at least ten years a member of the hlgh-'
.'-1 court. The amended bill simply allows I
judge to be promoted without abandoning his
partly earned title to a pension. That Is e<]uitn

1 hie enough. Judges who deserve promotion
should not be asked to pay a price of any sort

for their advancement. They should retain as
favorable a pensionable status as judges who
are not promoted .
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President Will Take Up Caw of Two Ala-

bamans with State Department,
"Washington. F»b. 6.—Retpresentattve CBderwas*

of Alabama, to-day Introduced to the Pr«:i«3t H-

L. McConnell. of Mobil*-,and Z. L. Nab*r«. of dK-

mini.' who. some time ago. obtAlnM la"1
*

a large banana plantation m Colombia. %% "t*;*-j
Republic of Pannma was created the lind P***^
into Panama territory, and then there aro*» *pm«-
pute as to whehter th* plantation belonged In

am
ama or Costa Ulca, the latter country uttln

*
ftM-

claim to th« territory. The dispute was mtm^l
to arbitration, resulting in Panama's clatra
sustained. Costa Rica has not yh*!d»>d to th^rdaf
clsion. and. it Is said, has troop, along the oere»

to enforce her cla'.m. _-
The President asked for a written 3t*temea

th« trouble and this whs submitted. Ha wU^^d
th* question up with the State Department, «\u25a0\u25a0

-
Has bad ItIsband lor same to*

TO LOOK INTO PLANTATION DISPtTTB.

Textbook Containing Reference to Him H»7
Be Barred from Louisiana Schools.

New Orleans. Feb. 5.
—

Because on* cf tl» tart-

books submitted for use in the school* of Loui*!»S*
contains a direction to pupils to writ" an •*'*'
on Booker Washington. It Is dedartd that tha boo*
willget Into the schools only ov.r tha viperous pr*"
test of the Confederate bodies of this state. ,

Gem Lou's Guyon. chairman of the historical
committee of the United Confederate Veteran*
noted the Booker "Washington reff-rence. O*s«*
'"ruyon tea no official connection with tha «dac*-
tlonal board, but hl« criticism haa always

***
welcomed, and objections by the Confederate

"*
ganfzatlons of the state carry much weight.

OBJECT TO BOOKER WASHINGTON
<

Urifl You look prosperous, old man.
Ornfton

—Yen." Isuppose you read about N'u-
rltch's ambition to be a Henator?

GrtfT
—

Well. yes; 1 sec Jsv the papers that be
says he's in the hands of hla friends

Grafton
—

That's it. I'm one of his friends.
CblLuliv Standard and Times.

Mr.- \VhH*;i entered the church accompanied
by her son, William Baker Whelen. who gave her

In marriage. She wore \u25a0 travelling gown of pale
gray, with a Mack hat, and carried a large bouqu«t
of purplt* orchids. Mr. Kuhn was accompanied by
Sidney Keith v best man. Lawrence T. Paul and
Dr. Bernard 11. Wood were the ushers. Mr. ami
Mrs. Kuhn started at once on an extended wedding
trip.

Wedded to 0. Hartman Kuhn by Simple Cere-
mony at Philadelphia.

[By Telesi to The Tribune.]
Philadelphia. Feb. Crowds of persons stood

about tho entrance to Holy Trinity Memorial
Chapel, at 22d and Spruco streets, for more than
three hours to get a glimpse at the wedding of
Mrs. Henry Whelen, Jr.. to C. Hartman Kuhn. tho
banker, this afternoon. Only eighty persons, near
relatives, were Invited to witness the ceremony,
which was set for 3 o'clock, hut a rumor gained
credence that the wedding would take place at
noon In consequence the sidewalks about tho
church were crowded with idle spectators, many
of whom stock It out In grim determination not
to miss a sight of the wedding party.

The K«v Floyd W. Tomkins. rector of Holy
Trinity Church, the officiating clergyman, and tho
Invited guests did not reach the chapel until shortly
before the hour set for the wedding-. The ceremony
was remarkable for its simplicity. The sanctuary
of the chapel was filled with palms and petted
plants, but the other parts of the church were un-
decorated.

MRS. HENRY WHELEN. JR., MARRIED.

The prisoner was downcast
•Cheer up." said hla lawyer "I've lot 1Jury

of twelve men too stupid to rind out that you're
guilty

" ,
Naturally the client took a more hopeful view.

—
Philadelphia Ledger.

'Friend." asked the masculine half of MM party
in the runabout, "wnat road is this?"

"This is lovers' lane, sir." i-;ild the native; "and
it ends down there in the bend of the river they
call the devil's elbow."

—
Chicago Tribune.

"The art loving public of Germany sustained a
heavy blow," says the "Morjjen Post," Berlin,
"when the wonderful Marfels collection of watches,
including unique specimens of the neventeenth
century and enamels of beautiful design, acquired

after many years and at a great cost, was pur-

chased by an art dealer In Paris. Tne collection
contains many specimens which cannot be found
In any German museum, and it Is to bo hoped

that the fate of these valuable trinkets will not

be like that which of late has overtaken 00 many

art treasures, that they be sent to the New World

and become lost forever to Europe."

Mother
—

Tommy, are you teaching; the parrot to

Tommy— mother: I'm Just telling It what
it mustn't say.— Harper's Weekly

Red raspberries wrc a novelty offered for sale in
Chicago the other nay. A fruit dealer last August

put three orates of the berries in cold storage an<l
had them irozen solid. .Lately they were thawed
out and offered for salo at 25 cents v, quart. It la

raid that, though tha red raspberries could he k-pt

fresh In a frozen srate for three years, the black
raspberry, treaf.i In the hum way last August,

t.as come out of the ordea' entirely I'feless ond
tasting like cork.

rh'.cago children Infected wtth tuberr .i'.nsi*

wi!l go to school in the open air Ifa request to b«

mnde by tho Chicago T\jr>er.-uiosls Institute is

granted by the Bo&rd of Eduratlon. The sugges-

tion was made in a report of Frank E. Vying,
superintendent of tho Institute, and unanimously
adopted by the members. The rlan Is to have open

air camps in various parts of the Mty where chil-

dren with consumption can attend. In the storml-
est weather the children will wear heavy ulsters
to protect them from the <-o!d.

"Some of these New York shows draw immense
crowds. Uncle Josh."

"Gosh, yes! Heard one feller say he paid $3 for
a seat on the sidewalk."

—
Louisville Courier-Jour-

nal.

The establishing of a national school for the
education of men for the diplomatic and consular
«rvice. probably in Chicago, was outlined at a

recent dinner of th* Chicago Industrial Club. Im-
provement of the consular service, especially along

the line of greater commercial efficiency, Is one of
the objects to which tnts organisation of Chicago

business and professional men is devoting its ef-
forts.

She
—

I>o you think the married men really envy

the bachelors?
He

—
Ask n;e IfI think the barnyard fowl envies

the wild duck.
—

Philadelphia Record.

The temperance wave which has been spreading
slowly through the South, and now looks as if it
were encroaching on Northern territory,

•
a.s quietly

captured an important department of Yale, at la
shown in the vote for th<» favorite drink by tho
member'- of the senior -;lass of the Sheffield Scien-
tific School. Water la an easy winner with 7S votes,
and the only other drink which received any votes
at nil la milk,which wan the first choice of 42 mem-
bers of the class, according to "The Journal-
Courier" of New Haven.

THE TALK OF THE DAY

The Delawar*. launched yesterday, is practi-

cally a duplicate of the North Dakota,

went down the ways In November. The most

important question raised by yesterday's inci-

dent Is whether the builders of the Delaware are

showing the same diligence and thoroughness a.s

those of the North Dakota. Final judgment

cannot be passed until both are finished. StlH,

as both were put under contract at tho same

time. Quincy has apparently obtained a plight

lead In the race with Newport News.

In the great Metz-Sulllvan contest Incompara-

tive veracity the dishonors seem to be uncom-

monly eapy.

Just after recommending for leadership "a

man who is not limited to prejufllcea of caste,"

Dr. Woodrow Wilson gave a fine example of ex-

emption from prejudice by declaring that "IJn-

\u25a0coln could not have been born In New Ydrk;

"any one who thinks New York does not think

"Amerlcar.." Does any one who thinks Ken-

tucky or New Jersey think American 0

A dollar apieca premium on all babies horn,

which an lowa lawmaker proposes to have that

state offer, teems a pretty low figure, seeing

that some states offer more than that for the

killingof vermin

Th« suggestion that the ga» rebates should be

turned over to the anti-tuberculoels fund Is at

least an Interesting one, and we have no doubt
that a number of people willaccept and act upon

jt pPW would materially misa getting K".ck

their rebates, and in giving them to that fund
they would have the satisfaction or giving to

one of the most benevolent, most practical and

most promising undertakings of the age.

-The World" ought to recognize in some way

the efforts of Senators Raines and Grady to

solve Its famous conundrum, 'What Is a Dem-

ocrat"'

The dissolution of the Russian Dooma tem-

porarily suspended That project, but now Ithas

been renewed and is likely to be carried to

completion. For Russia thus to re-iify :he

boundaries of Poland on racial lines will i>«

quite legitimate aud void of offence. If lie

should go further in the direction indicated by

Mr. Stolypin and should offer to Poland \u25a0 *"b-
stantlal degree of autonomy, we should think

That Poland would be well advised to accept it

and improve her opportunity as a self-govern-

ing kingdom, with the Russian Emperor as her

King For her to demand entire independence

would not be wia* fot the granting of It. with
the Inevitably consequent establishment of a

tariff wall between herself and Russia, would

be economically disastrous to her. In BOCh an

arrangement we should credit Russia with a

degree of magnanimity about as great as is ever

shown by nations. It might not be an entirely

unselfish" act. since Russia would profit from it,

pnrtlv In the transformation of a disaffected
and disturbed subject province Into a friendly

and contented ally, and partly by strengthening

herself enormously against Germany and Aus-
tria, and, if we may so express It, playing an

irresistible trump card in her great game with

them. Nevertheless, self advantage would not

deprive the act of a fine and memorable quality

of magnanimity worthy of the admiration of

th* world.

seem to be In*tbe logical interests of food gov-

ernment and equity to all concerned.
It seems likely, moreover, that there is some-

thing more In It than the mere separation and

the reelassifiontion of the diverse pooplefl It

will be recalled, though It was at the time
noticed far less rhau it deserved to be. that In

the second Donma Mr. Stolypin, the B

Prime Minister, proposed such Iseparation,

that the Polish Deputies opposed it,and that uo
then mnde to them a memorable and significant
reply. He told them In effect that the Rus-

sian government might insist upon d' ing it,

fur the sake of the homogeneity of the em-

pire, and that In addition, having thus reduced
Poland geographically to Its true ethnic limits.
It might grant that kingdom nny inuoinrt of
autonomy it wanted. IfPoland wished to be a

kingdom dynastieally united with Russia, after
the manner of the grand duchy of Finland, it

might be. Or if It wished to go further and
separate itself entirely from Russia, or even to

throw itself Into the arms of Prussia or Austria
fcclne, he suggested -with flue Irony, how well

those powers had treated their shares of Poland

—Russia might Interpose no ohJOCHOB. Only,

of course, in case of such entire separation the

Russian tariff would become operative against

Poland.

THE SEW PARTITION OF POLAND.

The announcement was recently made of th«»
Intention of the Russian government to cut off
a small portion of the Russian part of the >M
kingdom of Poland and to make it a new prov-

ince of Russia proper, entirely dissociated from
Poland and from whatever individuality the
letter country may still retain or may in future
regain It passed In this country and else-
where with little notice < r comment save as "a
fourth partition Of Poland" and ns another act

of Russian oppression The former estimate of
ir may have been technically correct, but th«
latter we nm^t regard as quite \u25a0taken. Geo-
graphically the proposed act Is a partition of
Poland. Ethnically, politically, ecclesiastically;
nhilologienlly and In all other respects it is do

a' partition "of the Polish nation. The inhabi-
tants of the fraction of Poland which is thus to

be taken are not Poles, or riot more than a siuali
minority of ili<-:n 'are. About 85 per cent of
them are dlstinctiy Polish, to wit. White
Hussiiiri, Little Rupsiiin and Lithuanian, and
are a'dliererits of ii,t- Orthodox Church and nor
of the Ciitholic Church of Poland. For man;
years the attempt to govern them" under the
same local adniiuistratiori us the" Poles baa
caused much trouble and embarrassment^ and
the separation of them from Poland am their
esUibliijhuieiit as a Kuseiuxi province would

Im- Woods Hutchlnson reminds us that for-
eign Insurance companies have, with profit to
themselves, established sanatoria for the cure

of tuberculosis. If tins works well In othei
countries it should work well lure From :

purely legal point of view It is probably true
the sole purpose of life insurance com-

panies is to take risks on the lives of policy-
holders, i'ir. there is a general recognition of
the fact that they have a peculiar and legitl

mate Interest In the public health, and they
might safely l»e allowed to take up work aloiijr

the liiies suggested.

.1 SUGGESTION WORTn COXPIDFRIIVQ.

A point well made was that which Professor
Fisher, of Yale, brought to the Association of
Life Insurance Presidents at its meeting on
Friday afternoon. His suggestion that the life

insurance companies might materially Increase
the longevity of their pollcyhoiders and the
public generally by promoting hygienic condi-
tions is worthy of the careful consideration of
every life Insurance man In the country. The
old 'tradition, referred to by the speaker, that
human mortality follows a nearly invariable
law, lias been so far disproved that no one
whose opinion bears weight would lend the
strength of his support to it. When it is de-
monstrated that the worst enemy which the
human race ha^

— tuberculosis
—

can be prevented
To a great extent r.nd often cured, not by the
use of medicines, but by adhering to certain
simple rules, there is no reason to doubt that

sanitation and right livingare the greatest pre-
ventive and curative agencies in the world.

The incidents to which Professor Fisher calls
attention are too well known to require em-

phasis. The almost miraculous decrease b
the death rate at Havana after the American
occupancy, under a sanitary expert like Colonel
Gorgas, is a matter of history. Proper atten

tion t<> the matter of sewers, clean streets and
pure milk has worked almost as great wooden
in the cities of our own country The mortality

among infants has been decreased more than
50 per cent In many places as a result of care-

ful supervision of the milk supply. Watei
may be poison If it« sources are not properly
i."»ked Into and cared for, and typhoid fever, n

filth disease entirely, is almost as great h

scourge to the country as tuberculosis Itself.
One life Insurance president Is said already

to have expressed himself in favor of Professor
Fishers proposition He even goes so far as

to state that Ills'company would gladly COD

tribute $100,000 yearly if It could be made
possible legally, that it would be good buslnAa
for it to do so and thus reduce the death rate
Another company states In ite literature that its

death rate is now less than 00 per cent of the
rate on which the mortality tables of the com

pany are based. Ifa reduction of 40 per cent

can be made, why not 50 or •*>? The average

length of life is constantly increasing, notwtth
standing the high pressure of modern competi

tlon upon the individual, largely, no doubt, be

cause BO many more individuals reach maturity

as a result of better sanitary conditions sor
rounding Infants and children. it Is not too

much to hope that the statement that practical

application of reforms now known to modern
hygiene would increase the span of human life

in America more than fifteen years is entirely

correct It is worth trying, anyway, for in

.i. if any vhere, those fifteen years are
worth living.

Still another circumstance, to which no al-
lusion Is mnde in the official reports, but which
Is a matter of common knowledge, furnishes
additional reason for public congratulation. No

dent nttended target practice by

nny American war vessel last year. A man
who sustains injury in this essential prepara-
tion for war makes as much of a sacrifice for
his country ns if he were hurt durinp in en-
casement Fear of mishap does not seem to
have impaired tho zeal with which the jrunners

of the American navy perform their service,

but, as the government increases the risk by
-wisely encouracine competition between ship

and shtp, It recognises its duty to guard Its
servants from unhappy consequen.es. That ex-

plosions like those on the Kear&nrsre, Illinois
and Oeorffla have not occurred 0i late shows
that progress has been made toward an Ifleai
measure of protection. Safety !s due In part
;>o doubt, to a stricter conformity to rules by

the men themselves, but !t has evidently been
promoted by thn adoption of mechanical de-
vices which act automatically.

Such nn advance is the more remarkable be-
cause the conditions under which practice was

conducted rendered the task of the marksmen
more difficult than ithas been before. Informa-
tion conc«rnin>r the speed ;it which the ships

would move and the distance of the targets was
not supplied until the last, moment. With a
shrewd intention the same uncertainty was cre-
ated which exists Immediately before going

into a real battle.

vir.tr, TAR<:r.r PRACTICE.
Ir the majority of Americans fee! a patriotic

interest in the efficiency of the United States
navy, as we believe they do, much satis-
will be caused by a report on target practice

Issued last week Bt Washington. Some nt the
figures published by Commander Sims are s<>

technical as to he Imperfectly understood by

any bui the Initiated, b>r there is no need to

:• an explanation of the statement that
In the rapidity with wTileh hits trere mode Ad-
niiral Sperry's punners showed an Improre-

ment of more than 100 pei •
i
"-r|T last year over

Iheir re 1907.

The bill accepted by the House drops the
D^Ultarj method, and prevents rctireinenu Ina

into the Judiciary. It was pointed out thai the
conditions rnlnjE appointment, promotion
and r**tirenu-nt in the iv.•• services were not at

all similar. Promotion i« Incidental In one and
universal and absolutely essential In the other.
A law allowing Judicial retirements in the blffb-
est crude reached would greatly encourage th<>
idea that, vacancies on the federal bench should
be filled, ;|^ far us possible, by promotions, and
make judges feel that they were discriminated
ajrsinsJ if they were not advanced in the order
of seniority. It would also compel, bj In th<*
army and navy,* many promotions for their
own sake, with a view to permitting other ad-
vni&ementsi

PANAMA RAILROAD RATES.
That is KB iattn'sting proposal which Is made

at Washington, to reduce the transportation

rates on the Panama Ilailroad so materially as
to compel a corresponding reduction on the
Transcontinental railroads in the United States.
There Is uo doubt that Itwill be vigorously op-
posed by the milroad interests, but neither is

there any doubt <,f the ripbt and power of the
sovernmenr to do it. ItIs possible, moreover,

that there are reasons which make it seem
highly desirable, ifnot necessary, to do it. Be-
fore the government became the owner of the
Panama Railroad and Its steamship line to

>>>rr York that whole transportation route, from
New York to Colon, across the isthmus, and
from Panama to Paelflc ports, whs operated

in harmony with the transcontinental railroads.
Under povernnient ownership there seems to

be no reason why Itshould continue to be op-

erated in that way. If. Indeed, It would not be
Improper for it to l>e. The government should
Bot make Itsr-lf ij.arty to a rate war, but
neither should itmake itself \u25a0 party to a com-
bination for the maintenance of rates above a
figure which affords a fair profit. If It Is
possible to operate that line profitably at lower
rates than are now betas cbarjred, no good
rc-a«m Is appsrent for^not d"l:. so.

There is. indeed a ftrong reason for the
fiction which Is proposed, and that Is, in order
to meet the powerful competition of the Te-
iuantepec route. The latter has frreat ad-
vantages over the Panama route

—
so great that

merely as a railroad route Panama could not
hepe successfully to meet the competition, ex-
ffprinc for South American ports. Between
North Atlantic snd North Pacific ports the Te
iiunntepeo mute is many btiodred* of ml!e«
shorter and <"-orresjK»ndirjf:ly <]y '°fcer. sad It
does not po nearly so for !rto the tropics, it

\s equipped with far better terminal facilities
\u25a0nd i- better milroad than the Panama route.
However, it Is under the control of those who
sre quite md«ipc3d«?nt of

• -'.-an traffle com-
bliiatkms and win vrill 1101 hesitate to cut

rat*9 at vri!!. Wbethw the American railroad*
willor cun cobipete BncoesKfullj witl> Teliuau-
tei^e I*1 n q^iestloa w?!i«ii they must smswer

for t!ji-nj-«lv£-s. Certainly the American jrov-

,-.r-»rr>r-rjt must be free to meet that competition

j«F2tlj Its oxru iln^ at Punaina.
Tkt«« is also tlie J .•jof the /j^t«g.\/^
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Thil. newspaper is opened and published toy

The Tribune Association, a JTetC York corpora-
Uon; office and principal place of business.

Tribvne Building. \o. 154 Nassau street. New

'York Ogden Mill*,president; James M. Bar-
rrtt. tecrctary and treasurer. The address of

the'cfilcrr* is the office of this newspaper.

THE VBWB TT7IS MORSISG

CONGRESS—S enate: The day waa devoted
to eulorl«s Ot the life and services of Ullam
B MUeoh. Senators Lodjre. Dolliver. Cummins,
Cullom, Alerich. Hale and others making ad-
dresses. == House: A bill amending the
bankruptcy law was passed . j^he President's
tr;ss>sa?s vetoing the census bilr'was referred to

committee.
FOREIGN".—The visit of King Edward and

Queen Alexandra to the German Emperor and
Empress is regarded In London as a timely ex-
change of courtesies; English newspapers have
opened a c*ir.r>si«m of militarism which Is caus-
er.? alarm to supporters of the Liberal party.-

Many diplomatic questions which have
arisen at trie naval conference in London willbe

Fettled In the course of the next three weeks,

end an asrr^m»nt covering practically all the
leading point* under discussion is regarded as
practical!*- assured. :

- The American battle-
ehip fleet sailed from Gibraltar on ite voyage to

Hampton Roads; Admiral Sperry outlined the
results WE the long tripand highlypraised the In-
creased efficiency of the warships, both as a unit
and separately.

—
Many deaths due to the

floods la Germany continue to he reported, end
•he larger rivers are still rising.

-
: Public

opinion in France strongly supports President
Roosevelt's attitude toward the California Legis-

lature on the Japanese question. ==Chen Pi.
president of the Chinese Board of Communica-
tions and three under secretaries of the board
•were dismissed at Peking

- The Storthing.

at Christiania, appropriated llt.ooo to finance

tha Anjundsen polar expedition.

DOMESTIC—Oeorge M. Reynolds, president
of the Continental National Bank or Chicago.

E&ls that he would not eater Mr. Taft's Cabinet
as Secretary of the Treasury. ===== The receipt
oian order instructing the California authorities
to form sixteen new militia companies for coast
defence was reported In San Francisco. == A

"let of speakers and their subjects to be pre-
sented at the national tariff convention was
made publicat Indianapolis. ===== It was denied
in Chicago that the Flnging of "Dixie" at the
Lincoln Day celebration had be'-n forbidden.

.-\u25a0\u25a0 Asm! billaiming to restrict the ship-
ment of intoxicating- liquors into prohibition

states was introduced at Washington by Repre-
sentative Shi-ppard.

-
i It was said at Albany

that Speaker "VYadeworth's address to the retail
lumbermen on Friday was resented by many on
account of Its political nature

===== The seis-
mograph at the government weather bureau at
"Washington recorded a slight earthquake shock.===== Th- case against John R. Hegeman, presi-
dent of the Metropolitan Life Insurance Com-
pany, has been docketed by the Court" \u25a0of Ap-
peal's, at Albany, for Wednesday. ==Attorney

(General G'Malley, at Albany, rendered an opin-

| ion that the State Fair Commission might of-*
fer premiums contingent upon the appropriation
which th«; Legislature 1? expected to make.

CITY.
—

Stock? were dull and heavy. =====
Mme. Scmbrich made her farewell appearance
*t the Metropolitan Opera House. ===== Two
mtn and a woman were arrested following a
telegram from Princeton, Mo., telling of the loss
of }30.0'J0 by a resident of that place. ===== The
Hamburg American liner Deutschland was stuck
for two hours in the mud of the North River.— —

it wes It-amed that the federal grand Jury
in Chicaao had subpoenaed freight claim agents
of several roads to testify regarding the alleged
Beef Trust.

_ The investigation of the New

York Stock Exchange #was begun by the com-
mittee appointed by Governor Hughes. ==
Shoes and socks were distributed to an army of
vagrants in the Bowery by "Big- Tim" Sullivan.

THE WEATHER.
—

Indications for to-day:
Fair; wept winds. The temperature yesterday:
Hiffheft, 54 df-crefs; lowest. n.

While the season In New York now drawing to
its close continues very gay. there are many at-
tra.tj.^is to tempt people out of town. Thus to-day
the fashionable world is to a great extent assem-
bled at Tuxedo, where many week-end parties are
In progress in connection with the fancy dress
ball at th* clubhouse last night. To-morrow and
on Tuesday others will be leaving here for Can-
ada to attend the celebration of the great car-
nival at Montreal, with the illumination and storm-
Ing of the picturesque ice palace which has been
erected on the outskirts of the city. The carnival
at Montreal begins on Wednesday, and will last
until February 20. during which time the virtual
metropolis of Canada willhe the Mecca of all those
in the Dominion or in the United States who are in-
terested in winter sports. Lincoln's Birthday on
Friday will take numbers out of town, especially
to Tuxedo ami to the various country houses In
the neighborhood of New York, and then. too. there

The British Ambassador and Mrs. Bryce were
entertained at dinner to-night by Mrs. M. A. Hnnna,

who has as her guests for a day or two Mr. and
Mrs. S. P. Baldwin, of Cleveland, the latter the sis-
ter of Senator Hanna. Mr. and Mrs. Baldwin will
go to Thomas vllle. Ga., to-morrow.

Senaror Kean, Senator Scott. Rear Admiral and
Mrs < "owlps, Rear Admiral and Mrs. McGowan,
Senator and Mrs. Aldrlch, Senator and Mrs. Crane,
Mr. and Mrs. Alexander Legare, Dr. and Mr?. Fre-
mont Smith, Mrs. Hope Slater and William Phil-
lips were among the hosts entertaining: dinner par-
ties to-night.

The younger contingent of society to the number
of several hundred attended a hop given at the
Washington Navy Yard to-night. Mrs. Leutze and
a number of the wfvea of other officers received the
guests.
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Nelson Pag© will sail for

England on February 27, to spend three months in
visiting1Mrs. Page's son-in-law and daughter, Mr.
and Mrs. Algernon Burnaby, of Baggrave Hall.
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