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Ie the hall of Cooper Union, where nearly forty-

<% year* ago Abraham Lincoln delivered his first
yTw York speech, a crowd that filled every seat

l~d every Toot of standing room gathered yester-

s7r afternoon to do honor to him on the 100 th annl-

TwrT of his birth. Hundreds of persons had to

\u25a0a exciad**! by the police after the capacity of the*
.]had bees reached, this being some time before

the appointed time for the meeting. 2 o'clock.

•Oa the platform •were two men who had heard
vT Lincoln speak on February 27. 1880—Joseph H.
Cbpate. who presided, and Dr.Lyman Abbott, ora-

tor ef the day. Mayor McClellan. whose father
_jDemocratic candidate forthe Presidency when

Mr fjannln was elected in 18S4. opened the meeting
,ai Introduced Mr. Choate.

Th* New York Symphony Orchestra and the Ger-

B—. L4«Jerkrana furnished the music The chief
aM£er *"**Schubert's "Omnipotence." with the

mnr chorns and the orchestra, the soprano part

lelnf sur.g by Miss Lilian Funk. Victor Herbert's

"American Fantasia" was played at the end of the
>>Drr)TTr after Mr. Choate had declared it ad-
loßrned until February 12. 2009. and the applause

for "Dixie** was almost as great as that heard
vtieE "The Star Spangled Banner" was played.

Dr. Lyman Abbott, the principal speaker of the
afternoon, whose address will be found elsewhere,

tt>oia* els main theme the attitude Lincoln would

have assumed toward capital and labor to-day.

LINCOLN GREATEST CIVILIAN.
Mayor McClellan. la Introducing Mr. Choate, said:
xre who were born since Lincoln died, and we

opnstJtute the majority of the people, are per-
hips better qualified to form a just estimate of

\u2666hTinan than are those who saw and knew him
hi the flesh, who. Influenced by partisanship or
DaMicn. Judged him according to their political or

sectional feeling.
IS"c have formed a conception of Lincoln which

inav or may not be strictly accurate, but which
£Tt>e conception that will probably pass Into
history The Lincoln who lives In the hearts of
inTniofi*of us who never knew him la the great-

«T civilian of his time, towering a solitary

*tat»siaan above those who surrounded him. We
tfc*nk of Mb as rugged and noble, as kindly and
natiect and long suffering. We know that he
«• strong with a reserve force that sometimes
\u25a0Mined to be almost more than human, and bo it

was. for through him. its eon and champion,
moke the restrained might of a nation

—
nation

that could endure and dare and do all things.
: We think of him as Intensely human. Under-
naroing Ms weaknesses, because they are ours:
»rn3D*t£izlng with hi* shortcomings and his fail-
ten because? we share them, we have idealized
Si enshrined him as the collective personality*
of' the men of the Civil War.

It Is fitting that one who was his friend— the
chairman of the committee that has so efficiently

and admirably organized this celebration—
«r«=Sde over this meeting. Sometime Ambassador
Site United States to Gr^at Britain, now. as
ever eloquent orator and foremost lawyer, always

Sf 'best loved of the children of New York. I
hare the honor to introduce to you your chair-
mar, tfce Hon. Joseph Hodge* Choate.

: Mr Cboate called upon i^-shop Greer for the in-

vocation. Tbe Bishop used a special prayer for

the occasion. Mr. Choate then delivered his own
address, which was chiefly descriptive of th*

scenes attending Mr. Lincoln's first speech InNew

York. " _.
Ho told of Mr. Lincoln's surprise at having to

apeak In Cooper Union, as he thought he was to

speak at Plymouth Church. He described the audi-

•ace. as Dr. Abbott did later, as Interested but

coifl. nsquirin* to be convinced. Mr. Lincoln, he

M<d. waa as nervous as a young man might have

tea. and appeared as a true son of the people.

saasa. rough, with his clothes hanging on to his
giant frame. .

Mr. -hoste dwell on the great gift of America In
TVafhirjrtcn and Lincoln. Its two atestJ™"'**
,M who served not only one people «•««\u25a0*"£•
hut all people and all time. Had the Hague con-

f^nce. be said, been called on to name the two

men who had done the moet for liberty and peace,

»«*M Tmhealtattnsly have named Washington.

•he father of hi* country, »nd Lincoln, the man

wbo weald have preserved It- He continued:
_-v-_ h, n-van' presented him he met a sea

t=a ar-*al«*4 to the people not to be imimia»'*\u25a0"'
fcTsi^hreVe of -. possibility of ruin to the

•^"SThW faith that right make, might and

h: l^wS«£arsSja
a3 through thi« <-lty and thlF country.

saw thatpij,T,,~ lat*r alas, we in New T.ork saw tnat

J& m«n again and for the last time as he was
oorn« in his coffin through the streets, am d the

.somjirin* of the whole nation, from Washington

'to h!« la*t rertin* place In that little Illinois town

wrm-- h# b«d made his way. It ha« *»*™**£
your committee that this hall. r? ecrated h£-\.^htmop:of Lincoln* e^akine voice. was the right
rUw to hold this city's official celebration of

_
his

•rwteaslal. And Ithas seemed to us. too. weil to

ndla. this relebratlon to New Yorker^ and there-
ST? -

hay* called upon thst real old New Yorker.
OS successor of Henry Ward Beeche- In pulpit
ttPlymouth Church. Dr. Lyman Ahb-v.t. to deiUer
•>-. oration of the day.

.At 'the »nd of Dr. Abbott's speech Mr. Choate
t*id that special commendation was dv- to Hugh
Hasting* and Herman RMder. of the celebration
eo=2nittee. He then asked Mr. Ridder to oaf] on
th» orchestra and the Liederkranz for music. Th»

crcfcfßT* had t*>en growing impatient owing to th-
WilftSng of the programme, and when a man In
Ck) tftanee. assuming that the Cooper Union audl-
easa enjoyed It*traditional right to the floor, sought
t» e!>r •oTTt* resolutions, the musicians drowned
tba ent. .

Joseph H. Choate and Dr. Lyman

Abbott. Who Were at Meeting
* iv tSCO. Chief Speakers.

UOW LINCOLN LOOKED.

Ihave the heartiest sympathy In your intaaOoa
the emulate the life principles of Lincoln, who
stard* as the model for charity, sympathy and
kindliness, and unfaltering courage In the path of
duty only hia appreciation cf fun and humor kapt
him alive "through the tragedy of the civil "War.
and he was the victim of peace— not war.

WWasj i'rdsvny Partridge, the sculptor, and tba

Rev. Dr. George. P. Eckman. pastor of 8t- Paul's

Matbodist F-plsropal Church, spoke of Lincoln.

I>ast night was a great night for the threa hua-

dred youngsters of the Newsboys' Lodging Hoosa, at

No M New Chambers street. They had a tarter
dinner, a vaudeville show and Hst-wd to an ad-

dress on th- i;fe of Abraham Lincoln by F. Delana
vVeekes. wh.-v for years haa given a dinner for tha

boys af the lodging house on Lincoln's Birthday.

This letter from Admiral George Dew«jr. ad-
dressed to J. A. Sbedd. president of tha Toon*
Men's Lincoln Club, was read at tha Lteooht cen-
tennial celebration in the Five Points Ml— baosa.
No. 62 Park street;

At the Temple Israel, of Harlem, Dr.M. H.Hlf

rls spokft on Lincoln last nlgnt. and at th» lrr
Club, in East «3d street, ther» were exerctssfl ooa-
slsting of music and speaking. Th« axirclsaa of

the Ethical Culture 3chool consisted at soanas re-
flecting the life and work of Lincoln. Th« scene*

were worked out and written by the upper section

of grade seven, which took up th» study as part eC
the course. in American history. Thar* wet» •*\u25a0*«
scenes— the Boy. the Youth, tho Lawyer, tha Presi-

dent, the Emancipator, tha Friend. tha Martyr, aaa
the Epilogue. The programme^ closed wtth th*rins-
ing of "America."

Six Hundred Thousand Children
Take Part in Lincoln Day

Lincoln Day was a continuous celebration here
yesterday, from the firing of th first salute A the
navy yard at 8 a. m. until "taps" waa sounded In
the banquet halls after midnight.

There were large meetings in the afternoon and
evening at Cooper Union. Carnegie Hall and the
College of the City of JCew York, were the scenes
of notable gatherings at night. At 10:15 a. m. New
York University held its exercises. In the after-
noon Columbia University held Impressive exer-
cises.

There were exercises in more than five hundred
schoolhouses. In which six hundred thousand chil-
dren took part In the morning, and In th*evening
an attractive programme was carried out In forty-
six selected schoolhouses. one In each district, at-

tended by large audiences. The evening pro-
giammes w*»re opened by choruses composed of
two hundred and three hundred children.

Among the numerous dinners last night were
those held by th« Republican Club and the Grad-
uates' Club. There were also twelve large armory
meetings here and in Brooklyn.

At precisely 8 o'clock yesterday morning Lincoln
Day salutes were fired at the navy yard. Prospect

Park. Central Park. Bronx Park, the armory of
the Naval Reserves, In 55th street. Brooklyn, and
Governor's Island. The firing continued at regular

intervals until twenty-one guns had been dis-
charged.

The firingsquad of the 2d Battalion of the Naval
Reserves was In command of Captain Forshew;

that of the Ist Battery, In Central Park, of Captain

"Jack" O'Ryan, while Captain Sherry took similar
.charge of the work of the 2d Battery, at Bronx
Park. The firing squad at Prospect Park was in
command of Captain Chauncey Matlock. of the M
Battery. Captain Matlock took with htm forty

men and two rapid-fire 3-inch guns. The guns

were fired at ten second interval*.
At the navy yard each vessel was decorated with

the American flag, supplemented by the union

Jack at the bow. The school authorities never be-
fore gave so much attention to a centennial occa-
sion. Mayor McClellan months ago placed the
Lincoln Day school programme in charge of a spe-
cial committee, consisting of President McGowan
of the Board of Alderman, former State Superin-

tendent Skinner. William H. Low. President Wln-
throp. of the Board of Education. Commissioners
Abraham Stern and Cornelius J. Sullivan and City

Superintendent Maxwell.
The exercises in the schools began promptly at

10:30 a. m.. and closed at noon with recitations
of the Gettysburg address. Children of all nation-
alities and religious beliefs united in doing honor
to the memory of Lincoln. The day was observed,

not alone by the public schools, but by the paro-

chial schools and private institutions of learning.

Flags and bunting were in evidence everywhere.

Some token of respect was displayed by the ma-
jority of churches of all denominations, the negro

churches being notable in that regard. Theatres
without exception and most of the hotels displayed

flags and bunting and In many cases large pictures
of the man whose memory was being honored.

In the most cosmopolitan school In the city, and
probably in the world. Public School 1. at Catharine

and Henry streets, in the thickly populated section

of "all nations" on the lower East Side, three

thousand boys and girls of the senior classes cele-

brated Lincoln's Birthday with songs, recitations

and dag drills.
One of the brightest pupils on the programme was

a small Japanese boy. There were six Chines-
boys, two Spaniards, five French, ten Greeks.

Danes. Swedish, \u25a0 few Our— some of Irish
descent, many Russians and Italians.

Frank Moss, former Police Commissioner, was
the principal speaker at the exercises at the Wad-

leigh High School for Girls, in OKI street. He

told many stories of Lincoln's life and repeated

many of "the stories that made Lincoln famous as

a story teller.
-

In old Public School 41. at No. 38 Greenwich
avenue, a Lincoln tablet, inscribed with an extract

from Lincoln's Cooper Union speech, was un-
veiled to serve the double purpose of marking the

centennial and honoring MM Elizabeth Cavannah.

who was principal of the school from the time of

the Civil War until 1902. The tablet is of black

walnut. With the words of Lincoln engraved In the

wood At the bottom \u25a0 bronze plate had been in-
scribed, as follows: -Presented to Public School

41 on the 100th anniversary of the birth of Abraham
Lincoln, in affectionate recognition of the services

of Elizabeth Cavannah." Miss Cavannah is.now
living In California. Richard Watson Gilder lent

two bronze casts of Lincoln's hands, which were

exhibited at the exercises.

In the Christian Science churches a genera! form

of service was followed, in line with a programme
prepared for the mother church In Boston and

authorized for use in all the branch churches in

the United States. The general subject of th» ser-

vice was "Freedom," based on the golden text:

\u25a0And the Lord said unto Joshua. This day will I
begin to magnify thee In the. sight of all Israel,

that they may know that, as 1 was with Moses, so
T will be with thee."

Th. National Union Council of Greater New York

held a dinner last night at the Hotel St. Denis.

The feature of the evening was the address ma*
by Colonel E. C. Stahl, of Trenton. N. J.. one of

the Civil War veterans, who enjoyed a personal
acquaintance with Lincoln^

EXERCISES IN SCHOOLS.

Ex-Judge Nntt Tells of President's
Appearance at Cooper Union.

Ckarles Bulkier Hubbell. speaking at Public

fctocl X. Broorae and Clarke streets, yesterday.

«ia4 \u25a0 paper prepared by ex-Judge Charles C. Nott
•ad describing Lincoln as he appeared on the night

*t'fcis famous speech at Cooper Union. Mr. NoU

*Mat that time a practising lawyer In this city.

a* wma a nernber of the committee appointed to re-
«Sve-3tr. Lincoln Mr. Nott is the last surviving

tkftsral judge whna* commission bear* the slg-

mtw* of President Lincoln He retired two or
*»*••years ago as chief Justice of the Court of
Cites at Washington. Ke wrote.;

. One winter evening when Iwas a school trustee•the city of New Tork a stranger came to the
JS»» to deliver an address In the Cooper Institute.
H« was a tali. gsunt man. His weary brow was
e**ji!T furrowed and hi* hollowed cheeks were
•*>»*»d. Hi* face h>*A been roughened by expos-

?\u25a0* aod hi*Inristiffened by toll. Any one would
•\u25a0»•• «ald that he had had in his lifetime too much

\u25a0\u25a0*• work *nd too little nutritious food. His man-
*w was awkward, rustic ungainly, and hi* voice*•*high *nd rnrill. strained by often speaking to

SJssand* In the open air- His dress was uncouth
PttbecoTMßg and misfitting, and magnified hi*

rcnic appearance. Hl* rtftxne was Abraham Un-
\u25a0 -Ton wf»t}i<) have said If you had been there that
!**fct: "Poor

—
poor, quiet, plain, kindly, un-

\u25a0*«rtas; men
—

there is no one here who has «trug-
•\u25a0l through as many vantage* a* you have

'
a was »v», ko. He had learned hi* English from
•m* that Sid not know how to speak It. he had•'•* Ihl« pronunciation from those whose pronun-
*wia was a reproach, it had ckmg to him trna-
2»as!y. so t*n*clou»!y that he could not shake it
*£ He haa acquired Httl«- of the learning and**—

of the polish that come to one in the lnte'.li-
*"*t intercourse of life. Poor, tired, sad faced
\u25a0Svsrer: was there a man In the Cooper Institute

EQUALITY OF OPPORTUNITY.
He who said*. In1860. "Idon't believe ia laxr

to prevent a man from getting rich, and T do

believe in allowing the humblest man an equal

chance to get rich with any one else. would

have found, not in war upon the wealth*, but In
equal opportunity for all. the remedy for social

and industrial Inequalities. He who condemned

the mudsill theory, th* theory that labor and
education are Incompatible, and that a blind

horse upon a treadmill i* a perfect »»J«J» tto"
of what a laborer should be. all the better for
being blind, so that he could not kick under-
standingly." would be the earnest advocate of

child labor laws and industrial education.
Two solutions of the labor problem present

themselves in our time for our acceptance. One.
capitalism or the wage system that a few shall

aluavs own the tools and Implements with
which industry is carried on; these are, capital-

ists: and that' many shall always parry on the
Industry with these tools and implements for
wages paid by Their owner* This makes the
mass of men always wage laborers dependent
upon a few. The other is state socialism— that

the government shall own all the tools and Im-
plements of Industry, and allot to the various
members of the community their respective In-

dustries and compensations. This makes all in-

dividuals wage earners employed by an organ-

ization the city, state or nation, in the control
of which ItIs assumed all will share !

Neither of these solutions would Mr. Lincoln
have accepted. Neither of these, solutions did I

he accept. No solution would he have accepted !
\u25a0which made the working, man. whether he

works with brain or with hand, a perpetual

wage earner, fixed in that condition for life and
forever dependent for his livelihood upon any
employer whether private or political. In his
first annual message he stated with great clear-
ness his solution of the labor problem. To that

statement he attached such importance that he
repeated it two years and a half later In his
letter to the Working Men's Association of New

York The Importance of this statement of his

faith justifies my rending Itat some length:

THE PLACE OF LABOR

"Labor is prior to and independent of capital.
Capital is only the fruit of labor, and could
never have existed if labor had not first existed.
Labor is the superior of capital and deserves

much the higher consideration. Capital has Its
rights which are as worthy of protection as any

other rights Nor is It denied that there is and
probably always will be a relation between labor

and capital producing mutual benefits.
•
•The error is In assuming that the whole labor

of. the community exists within that relation.
There. is not of necessity any such

thing as the free hired laborer being fixed to

that condition for life."
Many years ago Idelivered an address to a

deaf and dumb audience. The congregation

fixed their attention upon the Interpreter at my

sldT They looked at him. Through him they

beard me. My ambition this afternoon has been

to efface myself and bid you listen to the in-

visible orator who stands by mv side, with his

sad face his resolute conscience, his human
sympathies and his simple sincere English,

what If you could hear him he would say

would be. Ithink, what he said In 1860 to the
capitalists and the worklngmen of New Haven:

•'I am not ashamed, to confess that twenty-

five years ago Iwas a hired laborer, mending

rails' at work on a flatboat— Just what might
happen to a poor man's son. Iwant every man
to have the chance— Ibelieve a black man
is entitled to it—ln which he can better his
condition, when he may look forward and hope

!to be a hired laborer this year, and the next,

work for himself: afterward, and finally, to hir»

men to work for him That is the true system.

!Then you can better your condition, and so it
may go on and on in one ceaseless round, so
long as man exists on the face of the earth.'

!Not perpetual employment of the many by a
1 few capitalists, not a perpetual employment of
all by one capitalist, the state, but a fair field
and an open door, by which every workingman

[ may becora? a capitalist, every wage earner his
Iown employer— is Abraham Lincoln's solu-
! tion mt the labor problem.

/IN A HOPELESS CONDITION.
"AT. the powers of the earth teem rapidly

combining against him. Mammon is after him.
ambition follows, philosophy follows and the
theology of the day is fast Joining the cry. They
have him in his prison house; they have
eearchsd hi* person and left no prying instru-
ment with him. One after another they have
closed the heavy iron doors upon him, and now
they have him, as itwere, bolted in with a lock,

of a hundred keys, which can nevsr be unlocked
without the concurrence of every key—the keys
in the hands of a hundred different men. and
they scattered to a hundred different and distant
places, and they stand musing a* to what in-
vention, in all the dominions of mind and mat-
ter, can be produced to make the impossibility

of his escape more complete than it is."
In the confused and vehement conflict of pas-

sions and opinions which only t^ie pen of a
Carlyle would be adequate to portray there
emerged two parties, both of whom Justified the
abolition of the Missouri compromise and the
opening of Northern territory to the Incursion
of slavery- « « *v

As a compromise between North and Soutn
Stephen A.Douglas invanted the doctrine wn!f"
his friends called popular sovereignty and his
enemies squatter sovereignty; the doctrine that
the people of any state might determine whether
it should be a free or a slave state when tney

framed its constitution. To both these doctrines
Mr. Lincoln brought the plumb line of practical
rlghteousn3ss. His answer to the Dred Scou
decision was: ,' . \u0084

"It is singular that the courts would hold
that a man never lost his right to his property

that had been stolen from him. but that n* in-

stantly lost the right to himself if he was
stolen." His answer to popular sovereignty was
equally tarse and equally unanswerable..DOCTRINE OF SELF-GOVERNMENT.

'The doctrine of self-government Is right, ab-
solutely and eternally right." . . • But
•'when the white man governs himself, that Is

self-government; but when he governs himself
and also governs another man. that is more than
self-government— that is despotism."

And his-answer to all the defences of slavery,
economic, philosophic, humanitarian and relig-

ious, v.as summed up in an appeal to conscious-
ness that might have beer, derived from Dar-
win's "Emotions In Animals and Man if that
book' had then been written. He says: 'The
ant who has tolled and dragged a crumb to his
nest will fiercely defend the fruit of his labor
against whatever robber assails him. So plain

that the most dumb and stupid slave that ever
tolled for a master does know that be has been
wronged. So plain that no one. high or low, ever
does mistake it except in a plainly selfish way;
for, although volume upon volume is written to

prove slavery a very good thing. we never hear
of the man who writes to tell the good of it
being a slave himself"

And yet Mr. Lincoln was not an abolitionist.
Not because he was less Just, but because he
was more Just; because he recognized rights
which the abolitionists did not recognize, and in-
sisted upon duties which they ignored. Never
did Mr. Lincoln utter a word of bitterness or
hate against the slave owner. "I have." he
said, "no prejudice against the Southern people.
They are just what we would be in their situa-
tion. Ifslavery did not now exist among them
they would not introduce It. Ifit did now exist
among uh we should not Instantly give it up."

PRINCIPLE OF ABOLITIONISTS.

The abolitionists proclaimed as a fundamental
principle "No union with slave holders." Mr.
Lincoln. In the midst of the Civil War, wrote, to

Horace OreHey:
" . . . IfIcould save the

Union without freeing any slaves Iwould do It.
and IfIcould save it by freeing all the slaves I
would do it. and ifIcould save it by freeing

some and leaving others alone Iwould also do
that."

And yet to the principle—no further extension
of slavery on American soil—he gave himself
with uncompromising consecration. For that
principle he hazarded his own political fortunes,

the fortunes of his party and the life of the na-
tion. To all remonstrances urging compromise
upon him after his election, his answer was the

same: "On the territorial question— that Is, the
question of extending slavery under national
auspices

—
1 am inflexible."

Ihave said that th« slavery question was one
phase of the labor question. So said Mr Lin-
coln nearly half a century ago "The existing

rebellion." he wrote to a committee of the.
Working Men's Association of New York. "Is m
fact a war upon the rights of all working peo-
ple

"
To what conclusion would his principles

and his spirit lead upon the labor question as it

1* presented to us !n our times'
We may be sure that he who never denounced

the slave holder, who never did anything to in-

tensify the profound Ire of South against North
or North against South, would enter Into no

class war. would never denounce the rich to the

poor or the poor to the rich. He who told the

farmers of Wisconsin that the reason why there

were more attempts to flatter them than an)

other class was because, they could cast more
votes, but that to his thinking they w»r -neither
better nor worse than other people wouldJ»v«
flatter the mechanic class to win for himself or

his party a labor vote.

Constitution: to interfere with slavery is to vio-

late a solemn compact, and to rend asunde.r
the most sacred document ever written by hu
man bands.

Eloquently did Mr.Lincoln sum up the condi-
tion of the negro In a speech delivered in Spring-
field a year before his nomination to the I'nited
States Senate:

University, Which Gave Lincoln a Degree,

Holds Anniversary Exercises.
Columbia Trniverslty. one of the colleges known

to have honored Abraham Lincoln with an aca-

demic degree, held anniversary exercises yesterday

afternoon. President Nicholas Murray Butler read
the Gettysburg speech of Lincoln and also his sec-
on.i inaugural address. Bx-Senator John C. Spooner.

th-orator of the day. said, in part

It was a long, toilsome and rugged journey from
the log cabin of Kentucky to the lofty eminence
upon which Lincoln died. The intensity with which
he was maligned in the press and on the platform, I

objected to ridicule and caricature, those who did
not live in that time can hardly conceive. With
him the sense of humor wae indeed a saving sense.

Who as ««11 as he would have endured In silence
the venomous attack*. The falsehoods and denun-
ciations, which he bore In silence-not for want of
spirit or courage, for he possessed both in he
niches* degree, but for his love of the cause? Who
could so have compelled the personal friendliness
and almost filial regard which pervaded the ranic

and file of the army. East and West? He. came
from the ranks of the people, and every common
-»ldW knew that he was his friend, and in this
found inspiration for loyal find faithful service.

The opening lect ,ire In the series given to com-
memorate the centennial of Charles Darwin's birth
was delivered yesterday morning in Havemeyer

Hall by Henry Fairfleld Osborn. head of the Mu-
seum of Natural History. Professor Osborn briefly
compared Darwin and Lincoln.

BROOKLYN'S TRIBUTE TO LINCOLN.

Professor Axson, of Princeton. Delivered Ad-

dress in 13th Regiment Armory.

Thousands of persons crowded the liwh Regiment
Armory last night, where Brooklyn's largest cele-

bration of the Lincoln centenary was held.

Colonel C. O. Davis, of th* 13th Regiment, pre-
sided. The programme Included «a address by

Professor Stockton Ax*"n. instructor hi English
literature at Princeton University..

Professor Axson said that the people should not

be baffled by the tales about the simplicity of the
martyred President. "He was not always 'Honest

>(•\u25a0». the rail splitter.;" he said. "Indeed* the
complexity of hi* character has never been cor-
rectly estimated even by the historians and crit-
ic*,"

Chancellor MacCracken Telia Them at New

York University Celebration.
The programme of the Lincoln centennial at New

Tork University Included three addresses
—

trie first,
by a representative of the students. Benjamin Parke

]\u25a0*» 'Witt. "09. Sandham prlxe orator for the year:

the second by Professor Marshall S. Brown, head
of the department of history, and the third by

Chancellor Henry M. MacCracken. The first two
discussed the character of Lincoln and th« last
presented the following reminiscences :

Mr Lincoln hed returned after his defeat for the

Benatorship in 1858 to his practice of the law. He
had replied to a re^iest that he help pay the ex-
pense* of h»s campaign:

"Ihave been an expense so lorp without earning:

anything that Iam absolutely without money now
for even household purposes.

But he added: "I am glad Imade the race.
Though Inow sink out of view and shall be lor-
gotten Ibelieve Ihave made some marks which

will tell for the. cause of liberty long after Iam

The second occasion upon which Isaw and heard
Abraham Lincoln was on his journey from his horn*
to Washington in February, 1861- He left Spring-
field on the 11th. the day before he was fifty-two

venrs old. He Fpent that night in Indianapolis, and
seems to have been thinkingof his age. lor he said

to the people in That rity:

"Ifthe union of these slate* and the labors of
thi* people shall be lo*C It 1* but little to any nr,c

man of lifty-two year* of age. but a great deal to

the thirty mil'tons of people who inhabit the?*
rnited States and to their posterity In all coming

A few hours later in Columbus he said:
•"I hay« not maintained silence from any want of

real anxiety. It is a good thing that there i? no
more tlvan anxiety, for there is nothing going

'"u'^emed to some of us a little optimistic in *»s
ti •.' h as the Southern Confederacy had been formed
by more than half a dozen states the preceding
week and Jefferson \u25a0 Davis was to be inaugurated
the following Monday.

At the condition of the mM
"*''* a procession

was formed, marched around the Hall of Fame

and halted »t the Lincoln tablet, where in the name
of the Toung Men's Lincoln Club the Chancellor
placed an overgreen wreAth upon the tablet.

COLUMBIA HONORS ITS ALUMNUS.

Tells Graduates' Club His LifeWas
an Inspiration.

The Graduates' Club celebrated the Lincoln cen-
tenary last night with a dinner at the Hotel Astor.
Secretary George B. Cortelyou. vice-president of
the club, waa the toastmaster. The first toast waa
"The President of the United Btates." "Not only

to the office." said Secretary cortelyou. "but to

the great Incumbent of that office." Other toasts

drunk were "The President-elect." "Abraham Lin-

coln" and "The Blue and the Gray.
'

Secretary

Cortelyou. who was the principal speaker a-« well
as toastmaster, repeated the recent remark made
by President Roosevelt in a speech that he had

always tried to do the beat he could. "The same
can b« expressed," said Mr. Cortelyou, "by every

member of the administration. It is in that spirit
that Irespond."

Secretary Cortelyou's speech inpart follow*
The life to which we render our humble tribute is

that of one of the most illustrious Americana, now
numbered among the immortal of the earth. With
each passing year the hand of fame adds some new
touch of light or character tc the picture of the
great leader. A plainman of the people, reared in

poverty, lacking In what we sometimes mistakenly
call education, beset all hie life by handicaps and
hardships innumerable, he yet came to be the lib-
erator of a race and the sevior of a nation.

No American, no leader amon* men In this or
any other land or time, ever realized more fully
what is meant when we speak of the practical
Idealist. He wrought with the men and materials
that came to his hand, ever with lofty purpose,
ever with unselfish devotion to the right, as God
gave him to see the right: and how small now
seem the critics and the carpers of his day and
generation!

But it is not because he rose from humble place
to hold exalted station and wield great power that

the world perpetuates his name and deeds. Back
of theee Itsees the genuine democracy of the man.
that something which the throbbing heart of our
common humanity cherishes and holds dear. He

was a mighty leader because he interpreted the
aspirations of a mighty people for liberty and Jus-
tice and for that national unity which could alone
insure their highest development. To this end he
labored, •'with malice, toward none, with charity
for all," and during the weary and anxious
months of the dread conflict in which he became
the transcendent figure his spirit unfolded in all
it* greatness and simplicity.

So long as the teaching of Abraham Lincoln »
life and public service are taken to heart by our

poeple and we press on guided by hi* faith, hi*
wisdom, his charily, his courage, his honesty, ..is
sincerity, so lone will republican institutions b«

secure, so long will America be, as she has been In

the past "the nursing- mother of patriots, rearing

her children In the ways of truth and freedom."

Other speakers were the Rev. Michael Clune and

Professor Thomas McTiernan. Letters of regret

were received from Rear Admiral Evans and Mar-

tin W. Littleton.

REMINISCENCES OF LINCOLN.

is • right?- and by that teat Insisting that all
political questions should be determined.

Various stories are told
—

some historical, some
legendary— Illustrate Abraham Lincoln's faith
In prayer offered to a God efficient in the af-
fair*of this world. The first expression of such

i faith that Ican find from Mr.Xincoln himself
Is Inhis address to his fellow-citizens of Spring-
field as he start* on his eastward Journey to
his first inauguration: \u25a0

- ' '

"I now leave, not knowing •when or whether
ever Imay return, with a task before me
greater than that, which rested upon Washing-
ton. Without the assistance of that Divine
Being who ever attended him Icannot succeed.
With that assistance Icannot fail. Trusting in

Him who can go with me and remain with you

and be everywhere for good, let up confidently
hope that all will yet be well. To His care com-
mending- you. as Ihope inyour prayers you will
commend me. Ibid you an affectionate farewell."

PLACED TRUST EH GOD.
From this simple faith in the God who watches

over nations as over individuals he never de-
parted. Subsequent

'
events only served to

deepen and strengthen It. But in his earlier
life, before burdens too heavy for him to bear

! alone had driven him to look for help to the
i Helper of men, Mr. Lincoln wax an agnostic
! He wrote in his youth an essay against Chris-
1 tianity; which, fortunately for his reputation, a

wise friend threw into the fire. But if that is
the only indication of an anti-Christian faith,

; there is no indication in his youth of any re-
ligious faith, Christian or other. Says Mr.H'-rn-
don: "Mr. Lincoln had no faith. In order to
believe he must see and feel and thrust his hand

I into the place. He must taste, smell and handle
Ibefore he had faith or even belief." Mr.Horn-
! don's estimate la confirmed by that of Lincoln
| wife. "Mr. Lincoln." she says, "had no faith and
; no hope in the usual acceptation of those words*.

He never joined a church; but still, as Ibelieve,

he was a religious man by nature. .' \u25a0

- He
first seemed to think about the subject when our
Willie died, and then more than ever at the lime
he went to Gettysburg; but it was a kind of

| poetry in his nature, and he was never a tech-
; nical Christian."

What is meant by a technical Christian 1 am
i not quite sure. But ifMr. Lincoln had in the
: early part of his life no faith and no hope, It ie

certain that from his earliest years he had
'
a

conscience. Whether it was inherited from his
mother, or acquired by his education, or re-
ceived by a susceptible soul from that myste-, rious Being in whom we have our life, It cer-
tainly dominated his whole nature and con-
trolled his whole conduct. From his youth up
he was known among his rough companions as
"Honest Abe." They were accustomed to refer
to him their controversies, and accept his arbit-
rament generally without question.

-
LOVE LETTERS OF LINCOLN.

If ever there in a time -in the life of man
! when his conscience takes the second 'lace

and his passion cornea to the front it is when
he is in love. Ithink Abraham Lincoln's let-

i ter to Mary Owens in 1837 In a unique speci-
;men In love literature of lovemaklng by con-
! science:

"Iwant in all eases to do right,and most par-
ticularly bo with women. Iwant at this par-

! ticular time, more than anything else, to do
'\u25a0 right with you; and IfIknew itwould be doing
Iright, as Irather suspect it would be. to let you
!alone. Iwould do it.and for the purpose of mak-
!ing the matter as plain as possible Inow say

; that you can now drop the subject, dismiss your
!thoughts (if you ever had any) from mo for-
!ever. »nd leave this letter unanswered, without
!calling forth one accusing murmur from me.... Nothing would make me more miserable
| than to believe you miserable

—
more

ihappy than to know you were so."
i He was a man of eager professional ambi-

tion*, but his notes, prepared for a law l«"ture
in 16M, which was. no far as Iknow, never de-
livered, show that in his Innermost thought his

j professional ambitions were subordinated to his

Iconscience. "There is." he «ay». "a vague popu-
: lar belief that lawyers are necessarily dis-
i honest. Ipay 'vague.' because when we con-' aider to what" extent confidence and honor* are
; reposed in and conferred upon lawyers by the

ipeople, it appears improbable that their MB-

j presslon of dishonesty is very distinct and vivid.
iyet the impression Is common, almost ur Iver-
i \u25a0al Let no young man using the law for a'
calling for a moment yield to th* popular fee-

j jief—resolve to be hones** at all events, and it
iin your own Judgment you cannot be an honest
'< lawyer, resolve to be honed without being a
lawyer. Chose some other occupation rather

| than one In the choosing of which you Is In
'\u25a0 advance consent to be a knave

"

HIS POLITICAL AMBITIONS.
He was a man of strong political ambitions,

| but from the outset of hi« life his political am-
ibitions were subordinated to hi» sense of public
i righteousness. In 1R36 he was running for the
ifirst time for office. His defeat then would prob-
i ably have been a permanent end to his political
j hopes. Mr Robert Allen has said that h- wa-i

\ in possession of facts, which If known to th«
Ipublic would destroy Mr. Lincoln's pro«perts.

but through favor to Mr. Lincoln he would not
divulge tho*e facts. Mr. Lincoln writes him:
"No one ha* needed favors more than I. and
generally few have been less unwillingto accept
them; but in this cape favor to me would be In-
justice to the public, and therefore Imast beg

; your pardon for declining It" Arid then h»
i adds: "The candid statement of farts on your

part, however low It may sink me. shall never
break the tie of personal friendship between us

"

A year later, at twenty-eight years Of age.
Lincoln delivers a Lyceum address in Spring-

field He warns the young men to whom he
speaks of impending national peril. He fears no'
attack of foreign foe. "As a nation of freemen."
he says, "we must live through all time or die

[ by suicide." The domestic peril which he fear*
! Is not intemperance, nor gambling, nor even

slavery, but a lack of conscience, a disregard
\u25a0 of justice, "the. growing disposition to substl- \u25a0

'\u25a0 tote the wild and furious passions in lieu of the'
sober judgments of court* and the worse than
savage mobs for the executive ministers of jus-

: tice."

HIS SPEECH OF ACCEPTANCE.

He is nominated by the Republicans of Illi-
nois against Stephen A. Douglas to be United

;States Senator. He prepares with care his
speech of acceptance and reads It to his friends.
It opens with these pregnant sentences, since
become famous in the political history of

j America: "A house divided against Itself can-
• not stand. Ibelieve this government cannot

endure permanently half slave, half free. Ido
Inot expect the Union to be dissolved, but Ido
!expect it will cease to be divided • It will be-

come all one thing or all the other."
His cautious friends protest. One calls it a

fool utterance. Another Hays it 1b ahead of the'
time*. A third argues that it would driv»> away'
a good many voters fresh from the Democratic

ranks.
' Even his abolition friend. Herndon, i

doubts its wisdom. "This thing." replies Lin-
coln "has been retarded long enough. The time

!has come when these sentences should be heard,
> and if Itis decreed that Ishould go down be-

cause of this speech, then let me go down linked
!to the truth. Let me die In the advocacy of
j what Is Just and right." In his subsequent de-
1 bate with Douglas he nails this flag to the mast
iand keeps It flying there: "The real issue is

! whether slavery is right or wrong. That Is the
issue that will continue in this country when

1 these poor tongues of Judge Douglas and my
: *e]f shall be silent. It Is the eternal struggle

ibetween two principles, right and wrong,

i throughout the world. They are the two prin-
ciple* which have stood face to face from the
beginning of time and will ever continue to

; struggles" I,'iV
Nowhere more than In New t ork was com-

promise popular and uncompromising hostility

to slavery abhorrent to popular sentiment; no-
where more than In New York might the woe

j have been pronounced against those th.it close
their eyes that they may not see, their ears that

;
they may not hear and their hearts that they

:may not feel, lest they should be converted.

: GROWTH OF VERT.

The slavery question seems so simple to us
now but it was not simple to the men of that

Igeneration. For nearly two hundred years slay-
'

erv existed in every state in the Union except
1 Massachusetts, and some of Massachusetts en-
! gaged in the slave trade. Partly from moral,

partly from economic reasons, it was g-aduallv

abollshed in the Northern states. But the in

mention of the cotton gin creating a greatly In-

creased demand for cotton, and the greatly in-
creased demand' for cotton creating a greatly

increased demand for negro labor, gave slavery

, a new lifein the Southern states.
It was. first regretted, then excused, then

Justified, finally glorified. For a while a line

! was drawn across the continent, and an agree-
1 ment was reached that south of that lino «'> *r>
IBhould never be. interfered with: north of that

Iline the territory should remain forever pee.
! The abolition of this compromise in 1*54

!opened Northern territory to slavery, and threw

the whole country into a ferment of passion and
! nanie In the lightof subsequent history argu-

. menu do not- seem specious now that seemed
'

forceful then They were such as these: Slave

I labor is necessary to cotton and cotton is neces-
sary to the world. Slaves have been made prop-
erty. and interference with slavery ts a violation
of-vested rights Slavery Is recognized by the

building that night -who of tne springtime and
promise of life apparently possessed less?

Yet Abraham Lincoln possessed three things that
night which were priceless, and In them he sur-passed all the men who looked and listened Inthat
hall. First, he had learned to think; second, h*
had learned to speak; third, he had cultivated the
soul withinhim so that he could, ifhe spoke at all,
speak with simplicityand earnestness. These three
tilings became the secret arid the Instrumentality
of his success— think well, to speak well, to
*T>eak in absolute simplicity and with fervid ear-
nestness Men saw not then the rustic gesture, and
heard not the rasping, uncultured sound. But the
absolute simplicity of the language they could not
fail to understand, while the gnarled manhood or
the frontier kindled with a new Ore and warmed
them with the fervor of its own glowingsoul.

For some years, whten benumbed by the con-
tagious obscurity of men befogged. Ihave taken
this address of Lincoln and read It when Iwould
d^*ctangle my own thoughts, and more than once
Ihave said to young Americans, "If you would
learn to think, read Abraham Lincoln."

CORTELYOU ON LINCOLN.
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