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THE ACCESSIBLE BOOK.
From The Manchester Guardian.

Some one has been calling, and that nothing
too early, for a cheaper edition of Pater's works.
"Appreciations" costs Bs. 6d.. "The Renaissance"
and "<Jre?k Studies" half a guinea each, and
"Marius the Epicurean" 1.r.s., and although
those are not net prices, they are yet too high.
A publishing house i«. of course, not a philan-
thropic institution, and although the reading
public would warmly weiroma a cheaper reissue,
r»o doubt with the Mess<-« MarmiHan it Is slm-•

nn of b>i!-!ness. The question, bom--

Darkest Africa Is the scene of "Long Odds."
the latest story from the facile pen of Mr.

Bindloss. The general standard of "West .Coast
moralityIs not much higher than that prevailing

in East of Suez countries. Cruelty, greed, lust,

treachery, take the place of the Ten Command-
ments. When Robert Ormsgill, a true born
Englishman, carries conscience and a code of

honor withhim into the interior, instead of leav-
ing them behind, as the custom is, "tillwanted."
he makes a lot of trouble for himself. Petty

tyrants of the up-river fever districts, respecters

of no power under heaven, growing fat on cor-
ruption and bribery, array themselves against

him. It is incredible to them that loyalty to a

dead benefactor can be what actuates him in

the rescue of a slave girlor the defence of starv-
ing coolies. The natives see in Ormsgill no
Garibaldi, but a white devil who has come to

make their burden heavier:— not that what all

•white men come for? Even at home his quix-

otic exploits are misconstrued. His once de-

voted sweetheart looks at him askance; and
when he suddenly turns up at the Canary

Island caravanserai, where she is wintering,

she frankly tells him that he has grown queer,

and requests that, before another day passes, he

visit a tailor. "This duck-clad man with the

lined face and steady eyes was clearly not of

their world, which was, in the case of most of
them, an essentially frivolous one." IfAda and
her friends are illat ease with Ormsgill, he is

equally so with them. Fortunately, there are a

few who understand and sympathize— there

is one. a lovely, raven-haired, ivory-shouldered
Portuguese damsel, who—but why

'
reveal

Benicia's part in the drama? ItIs picturesque

and itis whollysatisfying. She knows the game

that Is being played, and she has an almost un- |
canny faculty for directing the moves, even
from behind the scenes. With Benicia for ro-
mance, a dartc-souled Don Herrero for vlllany

and the West Coast for "Grim Realities," Mr.

Bindloss's story is sure to keep the reader read- j
ing till the last page is turned.

Joan Kelden. the heroine of "The Supreme

Gift." is called upon to undergo an ordeal which
might well cause the stoutest heart to quail.

First wealth must be renounced and then the

claims of love, fo» the sake of the larger love
that reaches beyond the individual and gives

itself to the poor and needy. Little Joan is
equal to the test. A more unselfish heroine It

would be hard to imagine. Her every impulse

seems only for the happiness of others. And

this loveliness of soul finds its outward counter-
part In form and feature "graceful and ethereal
enough to have stepped from Burne-Jones's
•Golden Stair.'

"

She was dressed In an adorable gown of cloudy
white mull and she was holding a violin. As phe

paused under th« great arch, Its imposing round
effectively accentuated her small, soft, pearly-tinted
face. Her reddish gold hair, extraordinary for
beauty of color, stood up around It in rebellious,
higli-creetea waves. . . . She seemed fashioned
entirely of light, as ifher body were but a trans-
parency for a soul composed only of love and joy.
It was always as if a white glow entered a room
withher.

This is Joan's entrance upon the scene. She
Is preparing to delight Mrs. Dutro's guests with
her music, little dreaming

—
it is known

to all the others that within the last hour a
terrible, shadow has fallen athwart her life.
First she is bewildered by the unspoken but

manifest sympathy that is directed to her. then
\u25a0 hurt; finallyEhe forces a hint of the truth from
the reluctant lips of her hostess; and with that

her testing by fire has begun. The author loves
her heroine whole heartedly, and though to the
very end she heaps fuel to the flame with un-
abated zeal, it is only that little Joan's purity

and unselfishness may the. more redound. Even
bo complete a representative of the jeuncsse

dorfc es Hallam, who professes a positive aver-
sion to Joan's precious poor and disclaims any

pretensions to virtue, Is touched at last by her
long suffering gentleness, and releases her from
a promise that has sapped her life.

To the exhausted traveller in the desert ap-
pears the deceptive mirage

—
"that dazzling,

tempting semblance of the phantom oasis."

Make of this a symbol of human life, and you
have the theme of E. Temple Thurston's latest
story. The hero Is an elderly, gentle mannered,

proud spirited French nobleman, the Vicomte
dv Guesclin, who. because his fortune has been
eaten up and life in the grand old way rendered
impossible, has emigrated to England and taken
up his abode in a tiny cottage, attended only by
one faithful man servant, Courtot. Cultivating
his rose bushes, writinglittle poems in the an-
tique manner, interchanging sedate visits with
neighbors, life goes very tranquilly with M. le
Vicomte in his countryside retreat until, one
day. a soft girlish voice, much like a voice that
had been very dear to him in other years, fal-
ters out a pretty compliment In his native
tongue, and then

—
mirage has suddenly

arisen before his eyes. He thinks he is still
young. He begins to believe In the possibility
of certain things coming to pass which common
sense knows cannot occur. But for a time the
illusion carries all the evidences of a reality.
There is about the little story a pathos*
quiet charm which .are uncommon. The old
vicomte, dreamy, unpractical, sacrificing all that
Is left—his precious family relics

—
rather than

cause pain to another, belongs to a race of gen-
tle heroes that gentle readers have long de-
lighted to honor. It seems a pity that, in a
story of which a Frenchman Is the hero—espe-
cially bo ultra-fastidious a Frenchman as the
Vicomte dv Guesclin

—
scarcely a sentence of

French should have "been correctly set up. Here
Is the little speech of Rozanne's' that marks a
new epoch In the old man's life: "Je dit que Je
suis tres enchante de vous voir." 'Twould not
be inappropriate to have replied to this with the
ejaculation that appears a few pages later, "Ah.
mon Dleux!"

•
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XEW XOVELS.

certainly an advantage, sines It compelled me to

measure time in the pleasant island fashion, winch
("imply marks out the day vaguely by hot noirs

and cool hours and the recurring calls of huns
No one who has not tried It can conceive the limit-
less freedom and leisure that com'? of this custom.

Time is simply wiped out. One discovers, ail of a
sudden, that one han been groaning under an un-
bearable said unnecessary tyranny all oaes nre—
whence all the hurry-scurry of civilization? Wli;

do people rush to catch trains and omnibuses, and

hasten to make and keep appointments, and have
meal» at rigidly fixed times, whether they are
hungry or not? These are. the things that make
life short. Itis inimitably»onsr and curiously *we«
and simple in the island world. At first ore amis
IT hard to resllze that no <->ne is eve- waiting for
dinner or wanting to go to bed. that eating ana
sleeping are th« impulse of a moment and not a
set task: tot. once realised, the senfe of emancipa-
tion is exquisite and complete. The Samoan does
what he wants, when be wishes: and ifhe does

not wish a thing does not do It at aIL ,

The illustrations and photographs are new

and happily chosen.

'Now,the islands of the South Seas sadly need
population, for the native races will keep dying

out. and of th« white settlers some "go native"
and lose ambition and standing, and some never
had any to lose. This leads the author to des-
cant upon the possibilities for getting on in the
world offered to the average Eriton with a little
capital, and a fair presentment she makes or the
case But It is the picturesque and -peculiar
rather than the practical that naturally en-
grosses her attention. We are told, for ex-
ample, that the Pacific islander takes a special
pride in squeaky boots when he can afford any

at all. and that come manufacturers make a
specialty of squeakers for the island trade. The
traveller, who Is everywhere received with open
handed and generous hospit&lity, soon learns

that. he must provide himself with gifts for his
hosts, for. while the latter willaccept no money
for the entertainment afforded, they expect a J
fair return in silk and cotton goods (notbeads).

Imitation Jewelry and tinned foods and sweets.
At a native wedding the bride, on receiving the
gifts of her guests, reciprocates on the spot with
a present of equal value to that received, so that
a wedding invitation is not quite so formidable
a. thing as in more sophisticated lands. The
simplicity of dress in a tropical climate was il-
lustrated upon arrival at Samoa:

The roadway had been full of natives in their
best clothes, come down to see the passengers—
some in bath towels, like the visitors to the steam-
er, but many in the cleanest of ahlrts and cotton
turJc*. and scores of pretty Samoan girls in civil-
ized gowns of starched and laced muslin, trimmed
batt and ray silk ribbons. The rain began to
•pout, as only tropical rain can. and immediately
things began to happen that made roe wonder ifI
•wet* really awake. Under the eaves of houses, be-
neath umbrellas, out in the street without any
•belter at all. the Samoanti rapidly began undress-
!nc Smart white shirts, frilled petticoats, lace
dr<»sses. all earn* off in a twinkling and were
railed up into tight bundles and stowed away
under their owners* arms, to protect the precious
garments from the rain. Then, down the street,
with bare brown legs twinkling as they. ran. and

bodies merely covered by the "Tava-Java." scurried'the bronx« ladies and gentlemen who had looked so'
smart and <sre*«y a few seconds *b#for«. Some of
the girls, who could not get an inch of shelter
under which to undress, merely pulled their fine
frocks up under their arms and ran down the
street looking llks very gay but draggled tulips set
cm two lone brown stalky. It was the oddest trans-
formation scene Ihad ever been privileged to look«a at. and it sent the oaswngers of the ship into
mmk screamisg fits of laughter that they forgot allafeotrt keeping thessselvee dry and Sanded in the
houi la the condition nt wet seaweed tossed up by
the waves. So we arrived in Samoa.
: Of the 'various strange things seen In that•- «achs.nted country there is no need here to

:
epeak Enough has been set down to record
ith* attitude with which this intelligent traveller
\u25a0;, approaches her subject. With Just appreciation

end not without humor she notes the differences
that appeal to a discriminating <jye. it is only

-when eitcasptiag to transfer to paper the color• -
-"getaiion. the fecundity of a latitude so

removed from- our own that she «• thrown into
'rhapeofifes perilously near hlfalutln. We may

lay-down thee« pleasant pages after One more
brief •\u25a0Bar; •

Ibed no watch or clock with me, and this was

XAtCm »ol4nsb. bak*d and served with cocoa-
sut saoOß. v«X9 among the Items oa the menu;
sucking pi*, cooked la a bo]a> In the ground; fat
litU* rlrer ortj-flsh, breadfruit, baked and served
Sot. with (Iregret to say) European butter, r.ative
pudding* made of banana and breadfruit, and th«
fam«u« raw nub. Bom* of the guests would not
touch the latter, but the rest of us thought Itno
«ors* than raw oyster* and sampled Itwith much
ertoymant. Igive the receipt for the benefit of any
on* who oaa>- cara to try it- Tak« any good white
Asa. cut it up Into pieces about two inches long

and r>lae« th« latter, raw. in lime juice squeezed
from fr**h limes, or lemen juice. If limes are not
•» t*had. Let th« nah steep for a halt a day and
»aJ^^^ it ecld. with eocoanut sauce, the receipt for
•srhicJj 1* as follow*: Grate down the meat of a
l*r*«osooanut, and pour a small cup of sea water
««Mjr it. L*av«It for three or four hours, and then
Strain s*veral times through muslin. (The fine
brown fibr* off young coco&nut shoots is a oorrect
111*rial, but tb« reader may not have m. eocoanut
in bis back garden > The water should at lan
come out as thick and opaque a3 cream. This is
th« true mil* of the eocoanut about which one *<*
oftprt bear*. Itis of Immemorial antiquity in the
gouta Seas.

Then there are the dried bananas, which

c<M-er come Into market, but which, com-
pressed to a peculiar way. are pronounced by

experts superior to dried figs, not only a sub-

stitute for fresh bananas, but a dainty In their

own
-

Slit Add to these all manner of tropical

fruitand ftnalry turtle, the great delicacy of the

South Seas. These creatures, weighing several
hundred, even a thousand, pounds, would feed a
large household for many days. The flippers,

which are full of gelatine, make the famous

turtle soup, far surpassing that supplied at the
Lord Mayor's table; the grass-green fat of the
•upper shell Is used to put inthe soup, to fry the
thick turtle steaks and to baste the big roast of
turtle meat. Then there are the eggs, a bucket-
ful at least, tasting like roast chestnuts, besides

th* liver and tripe, so that it is a very great day

la the islands when the turtles are caught. And
there Is the eocoanut crab, a most delicious
morsel. which Is captured by very simple wiles.

Tlye native slips out in the dark, barefoot and
silent, and hides In a grove tillhe sees or hears
a crab making his tray up a tree. When the
crab is at the top the native follows him half
way up and ties a band of grass around the
trunk, then hurrying down piles a heap of rough

coral stones at the. foot of the tree. Then he
waits in the shadow till the crab starts to come
down, backing carefully, tail first, and feeling

his way. When he touches the cunning band

of grass he lets go. and crack shoots forty feet
through too air, to land disabled on the pile of
stones prepared for his reception. This little
trick never fails to work.

Itis an advantage to the author to be trav-

*ijyg alone, •» that her pages are not laden
with references to 3 and R and other
alphabetical nonentities, whose Jocular plati-

tudes so many travellers treasure with mistaken
devotion. Th» persona? element enters her book
onlymm a means of explaining or Illustrating the
scene described, and it is in no sense a diary

Xh&tis prepared for our entertainment. She has

a faculty of forestalling the questions likely to

b* sscgested to the reader, and Incidentally

•uppUe* a fund of Information as to things not
generally known. The normAl person who medi-
tates even over the library fire a trip to the
B&ithEtas, caftts a few thoughts upon what he

is going to get to eat there, and so he is inter-

ested to know that one learns soon inTahiti how
to «at a pineapple, and that is to peel It.cut it

into the largest possible lumps, eat these un-

aimlniabed. even if they make you speechless,

and never. never allca the fruit. No mere man
ewuid give us this livelypicture of a native din-
«a*-, where the dishes were green leaves and the
daUntiM w«r* eaten with the fingers. in the

native way:

INTHE STRANGE SOUTH BEAB. «£\u25a0••£*»
sossts uLi^<-^r^ppan> 3>3>

When all the world was new «*«£ *£
Mof returnix* travelers to *>%£•££
whit U-y h*dseen, and they might fairlycount

upon a cheerful audience. But. now that e>ery

nook is explore and .very trade to b«tterior

paved, and the wHote **rthis full of tnppers

J«d U,un«W and trotters of the globe «"•«»"£
mantT to far .f^d to morn anything worth

writing about in the ordinary way of *£«;
Miss Grunshaw has much In common with those

eld explorer, who went exploring for the mere
love of it. She is willingto spend her time and

energies inchase of th« strange, the novel and

the r*rnote. She makefc it seem the mort natural

thing for a lone woman from Great Britain to be

pushing her way into Tahiti, and Ravatonga.

•ad FUI. and other places with entrancing

names, and having almost persuaded you that

Itis Just the thing you ought to be doing at this

very minute, she proceeds to tell you so much of

th* life, the habits and the customs of these out-

landish resorts that you don't have to go

after all.

"Fish Stories: Alleged and Experienced, with
a Little History, Natural and Unnatural." Is the
title Indicative of a humorous text which Presi-

dent David Starr Jordan and Mr. Charles F.

Holder have given to their forthcoming book.

The Holts Include this volume in their American
Nature Series.

What is the true discipline for a writer? The

London "Morning Post" declares that whether
his work is done under pressure or at leisure

this discipline consists In the cultivation of sin-
cerity. "Let him find out." it is added, "what
be has to say. and say that and no more, not'
attempting to furbish up into grandeur thoughts
which, though true, may not be of suprema im-
portance, nor yet regard as Insignificant nny-

thlng that concerns the welfare" the character,

the interests or t!ie happiness of his fallow men.
The length of his sentences, the number of
syllables in his words, or their derivation, mat-
ter nothing. The right words are those which

willconvey to the reader exactly what Is meant.
Thd sentences, ifthe writer means business with
his readers, will take care of themselves.

\
Miss Emma Brooke, who wrote In "A Super-

fluous "Woman" a novel which was at or.c time
much talked about, is soon to bring out a new
book. It is to bear the title of "Ths Story of
Hanksgarth Farm."

Mr. W. Warde Fowler's book, "Social Life At
Rome In the Age of Cicero" Is to be issued by

the Macmillan Company next week. At tha
sortie tlm3 will appear from this press Mr.
Morris Hlllqult's "Socialism in Theory and
Practice."

Mr. H. C. Chatfleld-Taylor's biography of
Mollere is to be followed by a novel, ,the hero
of which is that famous French dramatist. The
book, which will be published next month, is
to be called "Fama's Pathway." Itwillbe is-
sued by Dufileld & Co.

—
who announce, by the

way, that they propose to try the experiment of
bringing out one of their new spring books In
exact imitation, as regards typa and cover., of
the engaging paper covered volumes of the
French publishers.

In his amusing reminiscences in "The ;Corn-
hiil" Mr. H. W. Lucy devotes much spaea to
Charles Keene, the "Punch" artist. Keene in
conversation showed no sign of the humor that
filled his drawings— in fact, he could hardly be
said to talk at all. Ho lovad everything that
spoke of the past, and Mr. Lucy says that one
of his "few recorded contributions to conversa-
tion was his enthusiastic cry, 'Hear, hear!' when
at a small dinner party a brother fossil enun-
ciated the axiom, 'Tha English people were
happier and in better circumstances two nun-"
dred years ago than they are now.' He hon-
estly believed that. and. as far as he could, en-
d3avored to live up to the axiom." He used to
wear a curious Jacket with leg-o'-mutton sleeves,
and Lucy declares that through a period ex-
tending over eight years he never saw his,friend in any other save once, "and then, to
everybody's surprise, he turned up at an even-
ing party in dinner dress, looking more than j
usually lugubrious." Lucy adds that on rare
occasions Keen* was induced to tell his solitary
Story:

It was all about a Bakewell pudding, and, as faras could be made out related the ecstacy of sornaunknown person privileged to taste it in perfected
form. There was a long catalogue of th» coir-ponent parts leading up to the exclamation which
concluded the narrative. "Ah! that too* a Bal-«

'
well pudding!" The fun came In watohins Ke*r,i«ordinarily grave face as he worked up to the cli

The fourteenth volume Of M. Emile OWvlert

work "I/Empire Lib^-al." will probably soon
appear, as he has finished correcting the proofs

It oright to be particularly Interesting, as it

deals with the declaration of war ir. IS.o. m.
OlUvier, who is now eighty-four years old. s still

an energetic worker. When not busy with his

history he finds amusement In walking and in

collecting old engravings.

A new printing of Mr. and Mrs. P.nn.ll'.
"Life of "vniiPtier" is coming from the Llppin-

cott press a fortnight hence. The authors have

contributed a new preface, in which they make
these statements:

The reception Riven to our book has enabled us
to make some revisions of our own. as well as a
few correction? eu&gested by sympathetic read-
ers. Among those who have been most helpful
are Mr. Howard Mansfield. Mr. Harper Peimlng-
ton and Mr. T. H. Way, while Miss Blrn1* Philip

has stated, in a letter to the "London Times of
November 24. 190S. that the book contains many
Inaccuracies. We have asked her to point them
out and she has refused. If they do exist in this
new edition, the fault \* therefore, one which she
has failed to rectify. She also said In the name
letter that Whistler never told her that Tie wished
us to write his life. The fact that we had Wl au-
thority has been amply proven in the Kncl]fn law

courts Sha further sai(f that In 1»98 TV his tier be-
pan to write his autobiography. That he-did write
at leait two chapter* is perfectly well known to
us, and is stated in our book. But he did not ask

us to undertake this work until 19W. "W * rte«ir»
no better proof than his residuary legate* h*s
been good enough to aftord us that tie had

changed hl.i mind In the Intervening four y*a™^
and we have since endeavored to carry out a* well
as we possibly could the request h« than made
to vi.

Of the famous Australian Journalist, David
Syme— who used to be called "King David of

Melbourne"— there i» told in "Chambers's Jour-

nal" this pleasant story:
-

One day a friend, who had been a fallow con-
tractor of Byrne's bp<"or» his brother Kl>en«<?r •
death, called at the office. He found David in the

deepest dejection. Things were «rolns very badly

with the poor journalist, nnd ruin stared him in

the face. The contractor was Intimate eroujtn

with him to lnsl(<t upon hl« confidence. When lie
heard all he promptly decided to prove his friend-
ship in a practical way. and pulled out his check-
book. ""It will take hundreds." nald David Syrne.
"Well." replied tha contractor, 'you can have
hundreds."

The money wft lent, atM very soon rep'U''- Ten
years later Rym« heard that hi« Rood friend was
menaced with bankruptcy. ll*hurried to I.lb aid*
nnd offered help. "It will takn thousands.

'
»ald

tho contractor. "Well, you can have thousand*.'
vis Byme'i smiling reply, and lie put a checf
Blgnedln blank in th« other's hand.

Current Talk of Things Present

and to Come.
"With the Night Mall- is the title of .long

novel which Mr. Kiplinghas ready for publica-

tion. It Is said to be a story of the marvels of

the future-the marvels in science and mechan-

ics which are to transform existence.

ever. must be a very simple one: Ifthe P*"jces
•o-ara halved, would the number of purcriMers

be doubled? One may safely conjecture that

it would. Not only would Pater by this means
be brought within the reach of a vast m»lM«f«
of new readers who would purchase him. wt

those who bad already r-ad him on loan *°«™

be Rlad to acquire his works for the.r *£f'v^3
-

Pater Is not one of those writers who may toe

borrowed from a library and returned after a.

brief period of Urn*. He must be on a readers
desk who wishes to make the most of him, tar

into th« Email hours, night after night. It xnar
be for weeks together. He is a <-\^sic^^ve^
serves the honors paid to a d*"10

-
Mo^°*er'

It is certain that an author loses in £fl n£
unless he is made easily accessible to the reaa

ers of his own generation. \u0084,..

Kuskio's Influence would have been far greater
to-day ifhis books had been cheape.. II: it is

as great as It is. that if. partly due to
0
the

notorious fart that the Nearness <°J*s\o that
called forthmimwia smuggled «ditior.s no tnax
many made their first acquamtance with Kirn

in some American edltlonJntr°^m*?r'enoJy
country through the kind offices of »me '"""f^
aeA captain. Ruskins theory was that the

more you paid for a thing the mnre JilgWy you

the argument seriously ha, wouW hax eurgej it

in his own name. At an> rate nc r

Ishes ths pleasure of the sight.
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THE LAWRENCES or THE PTTNJAR By Pr«d«rlaH

1\ Gibbon, )liu«tr«t«d. n'xro, pp. ix. tSO. IE P
Dutton & Co.)
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In "Th« Tempi* Biographies."

WHO'S WHO IN NEW YORK CITT AND STATE. ABiographical Dictionary of Contemporaries. Editedby John W. Leonard. Fourth Biennial Edition.l»0«. Bro. pp. Til.1414. (L.R. Hamersly *Co.)

EDUCATIONAL.
REPORT ON TKB TEACHINQ OF ENGLISH IV THE

UNITED STATES. By M. Atkinson Williams.B. A. l«mo. pp. 88. <Byr»cusei C. 77. BarclMn.)

FICTION.
AI.TNBOS THE GRAND WOODS. By Xerll O Hen-•haw. lamo. pp. nil. 491. (Ou'tln* J>ubil»hlß«Company.)

A story of t^e Cajans of Loulalaaa.
THE STRAW. By Rlna Ramsay. 12 mo. pp. 822 IThm

Macmlllan Company.> M *"• ll1
"

A atoi^-of English \u25a0porting Ufa.
•*

BDT BTILI,A MAN. By Margaret I*.Knaop. timepp. 37«. ?Bost»n: Little. Brown
*Co?)

*
A story of the development \u25a0>< a younr elarry-

Bftao.
THE BRIDGE BUILDERS. By Anna Chapta Ray.

12mo. pp. 40«. (Boston: Little,Brown 4 Co..
A story of the building of the 111-fated Quebeabridge. 1

THE CLIMBING COURVATELS. By Edward WTownsend. Illustrated by J. V. M'-Fall I2m»°pp. Til. 29* <F. A. Stok*s Company.)
' ™aO'

Relating the amusing «odal adveatures of two
vaudeville p«rtonn«ra.

T£B BLACK CROSS. By Oitva 31. Briggc FreatU-

ARCHITECTURE.
lIEDI.J3VAL ARCHITECTURE. ItiOrigins and D»r«|.

opment. With Lists of Monument* and Blbllogra-
phles. By ArthurJCingsley Porter, in two vol-umes. Illustrated*" «to, pp. xvlii, 482- x. 49aBakar & Taylor Company.)
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The Rev. Elwood Worcester, of Emmanuel
Church. Boston, has written the preface to "A
Letter of Hope" (Moffat. Yard A Co ), the story
of an Invalid's plucky resistance against the in-
roads of despondency.

BOOKS OF THE WEEK.

A tribute reflecting reminiscent affection and
nn» iral piety has been written by Dr. Lyman
Abi ott in"The Home Builder" CHoughton Mffflin
Company). It is the charming portrait, of a
gentlewoman who so met the responsibilities of
"tho common day" that her beat monument was
the home she reared.

There are always with us those oritlcs of the
Christian propaganda who resent as an 1m-
P»rtlnenc* the missionary's interference with,
let us say. the sweet simplicities of a cannibal's
fair i. Their point of view Is not lost sight of
by Principal F. B. Jevons, who considers the
riitiinaie of missions in "An Introduction to the
Study of comparative Religions" (The Macmlllan
Company). The missionary motive is not at all
mixed up with a belief in the total depravity of
n<m Christian religions. On the contrary. Chris-
tiar.lty 1b offered to the world on the ground of
its intrinsic worth, the fulfilment of all that is
true in previous religion and the effective means
•whereby the end aimed at by all religions may

be realized.

T!<• recent Burns celebration has evoked anec-
dotes from all directions. One of these, show-
ing how the cult of Burns reaches to the

loTTMt strata in Scotland, comes from the liter-
ary commentator of "The Manchester Guc.r-
diar": "When Lord Balfour was Secretary for
Scotland," he saye, "he received a letter from a
eoMttl at Peterhead bitterly complaining that
there was not a copy of the national poet in the
whole settlerv nt, and exclaiming against the
tpanflai, lyDrci Balfour looked Into the matter,

foal iit aa stated, and forthwith sent on the re-
quired copy."

T!.er*> are many Americans who wtilN» inter-

e.«!f>.l In the announcement of an elaborate series
published under the title of "Tree*1 and

Bhrubs of the British Isles. Native and Accli-
tnat zefi." The work ?s to appear In sixteen
parts. Illustrated In color and monotone.

A mw and revised edition of the late Pro-

fs*,r Jebb-s translation of the "Characters of

Thr^phrastus is to b* published soon. The orig-

inal edition appeared In 1879, and has for some
time been out of print. The editor of th« new
edition. Dr. J. K.Sandys, quotes in his preface a

lett«r In which Professor Jebb Indicated the

"rftal interest" of Theophrastus. "Other

writera," he says, "whose name is legion, prov«

to v* that all the great organic lines of human

nature are the same to-day, yesterday and for

ever. Theophrastua is on* of the few who sur-

vive to remind us that the lighter traits also of

character are permanent and universal."

Th» point tc be brought out here is that the

wrat'ful parent of the nineteenth century «pok«
prefl.ely a"under similar circumstance* Chaucer
wou" have done in tha rt««»tsl_.2rtg #2*fiti
cor Art thin? to do But on special occasions— on

S"S»m. wWein he sought to «yress him*elf

asserted that
He never ye* "\u25a0> vlilHoyne «•**,

h.
Inall his life unto no manner wight.

Put in modern prose thin ««2"«L.sf
*,**!

kntrfit in all Ws «'• »•«' »£ d
*ny '^'A? who

the negation. \ ;

The Russian Orand Duke Nioola. Mikhallo-
vitch has written a book which Qoupi! Is brtng-

rng o-.it. The text Is in French, and the Mustra-
tions are remarkably good. The subject U the

Impress Elizabeth, wife of the Czar Alexander
L 6h« was Prlnoess Louisa, of Baden, and was

married to Alexander at the age of fourt*«n.

takln*. In accordance with Russian custom, a

new name.
This work Is to be issued in three volumes.

Many hitherto unpublished documents have

been used in preparing the memoir. The grand

duke is the literary member of the Imperial fam-

ily,and has already produced several historical

studies.

In his entertaining paper In the current num-
ber of -Harper's Magazine" Professor Louns-
bury pleasantly complains that all the efforts ci

education for centuries seem to have exertea
hardly a perceptible Influence In diminishing

the prevalent of the double negative with a

great body of «p*ak*r«. "Itwas one* my fort-

une.- he says, "to hear an exemplification 01

this Idiom as Itcame Inits native energy from

the mouth of an irate father who had been for

some time contemplating with profoundest dis-

gust the headgear with which Midaughter had

adorned herself. Ke was of Scandinavian de-
scent, and Iseemed to catch a glimpse of the

old Berserker rage flaming forth Inhis violent

utterance. No one negative would have sufficed

to convey the Intensity of his Indignation. 'Don't
you never let ma see you wear no such thing oa
your head no more.' were th* words in which his.
opulence of disapproval found expression. Not
that the prohibition, with all its wealth of nega-
tives, wrought the desired effect. Against the
rock of feminine fancy in dress, supported by

fashion, the waves of parental wrath dash in

vain." Professor Lounsbury adds this Interest-
ing comment:

-Tb» Story of th« Great Laker* Is the title

of a Tolume by Edward Channie* and Marlon

F. Leasing which tht> Maemlll*n Company win

soon publish. It Is understood to be a pictu-

resque narrative Including-personal skstehs* and
episodes of adventure.

max. the wrinkle* transformed In th« smiles that

irradiated his countenance. . company
One ilnht he startled and «•»£"•««»• company

by breaking fresh ground "The P,1!1^ da*. J".•
be^an. "Iwas walking down en«1P« tol?.^hen' I
Her. there van a pause, and he a

_J?h
T
n
nl«ay th» other day. Imean forty, years »*©•. *££story had something Indefinite to do with «»e °?I

break of Chartism, "hen Lo«l« Napoleon In lodK

the fide
London.

and order, *. Special **£»*£
™

the fide of law and order, a Special oonaiaoio

baton In hand.

NEW-YORK DAILY TRIBU^. SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 13, 1909.

Literary jVefa** and Criticism*

AnrAmmm£ Book 'About South Sea

Islands.

PUBLISHED THIS DAY

Miss RINA RAMSAY'S ~w novel

The Straw
There has been no such book in many a year. Open it and you can
feel the cool air and smell the hedgerows. There are lots of love in it,
and of mystery, and of detective work that would baffle Sherlock
Holmes, and of good, jolly fun. . . . Taken all in all,Iconsider
The Straw the cleverest and most readable book of the season.**

—Stefhtn Piskt. ,

The Straw
Read it for the pleasure of entertaining sport in good company.

By RINA RAMSAY Cloth. $1.50

Ask for it at the Booksellers.

PubiiM THE MACMILLANCOMPANY •*••» *h a*..

Our Wasteful Nation
The Story ofAmerican Prodigality and the abuse of oar National
resources. By RUDOLPH CRONAU

With Illustrations. $1.00 net

This important book should be in every library. Full descriptive
circular willbe sent on application.

Henrik Ibsen, The Mam and His Plays
5!0 pp., Cloth $1-50 net. By MONTROSE J. MOSES
"No more comprehensive study has been presented in a single volume,
and the book can be cordially recommended to both the student and
the general reader."

—
Boston Qlobe.

Health, Strength and Happiness
Mr. Bliss Carman says in a letter: By Dr. C W. SALEEBY

"1 can only wish that Health, Strength and Happiness could
go into the hands of every man and woman in the land. For it
points to such a rational care of our bodies as must surely help
toward that desired goal, the increase and perfection of human
happiness."

410 pp., cloth, $1.50 net

MITCHELL KENNERLEY Qb Publisher NEW YORK

A New Booh by the Author of "The Wood-Carver of 'Lympus' N<rv Ready

OUR. BENNY
By MARY E. WALLER

A great narrative poem "f national importance, founded on historical fact, and
dedicated to the people of Illinois and Kentucky in memory of Abraham Lincoln.

lSmo. Cloih. #1.00 net; poitpcid JI.OT.

The Bridge Builders
By ANNA CHAPIN R.AY

*The collapse of the famous Quebec bridge play* an important part in this romance,
by far the strongest novel the author ha« written. 12>no. Ctoth. 11.8 ft.

But Still a Man
By MAR.GAR.ET L.KNAPP

•A minister— but still a man" Pope|s line furnishes the keynote and the title, of
this original American novel

—
dealing with a young man's nrst parish in a country

village. 12mo -
cloth

- *im-
LITTLE, BROWN 6. CO.. Publishers, Boston

Politics [ Rsad |Romance
MARY JOHNSTON'S

Lewis Rand
The Great >'«*\u25a0! «f tka Tar

Adventure! History
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