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Literary Netws and Criticism.

Book About South Sea
Islands.

An Amusing

THE STRANG TTH SEAS. P~ Bestrios
5 A Sved. Svo, ©p. X, 3L (PhU-
: . B. Lippincott Compeny.)
the priv-
Then eli the world was new it was
traveilers to discourss upon
and they might ¢airly count
ut mow that every

nook is explored and every :
paved, and the whole earth is full of trippers
and tourists and trotters of the giobe, one must
gurely go far afield to discern anything worth
writing about in the ordinary Wway of travel
Miss Grimshaw has much in common with those
©ld explorers who went exploring for the mers
jove of it. She is willing to spend her time and

of the strange, the novel and
the remote. She makes it seem the most natural
thing for a lone woman from Great Britain to be
pushing her way into Tahiti, apd Ravatonga,
end Tisl, &nd other places with entrancing
mames, and having almost persuaded you that
it is just the thing you ought to be doing at this
wvery minute, she proceeds to tell you so much of
£he 1ife, the hahits and the customs of these out-
jandish resorts that you don't have to go
after all.

It is an sdvantage to the suthor o be trav-
2ijing alone, #6 that her pages are not laden
with peferences to B—— and R—— and other
siphadstical nonentities, whoss jocular plati-
tufes so many travellers treasure with mistaken
@evotion. The persona) element enters her book
only &= & means of expiaining or {llustrating the
scene described, and it is In no senss a dlary
that is prepared for our entertainment. She has
& faculty of forestalling the questions likely to
e suggested to the reader, and incidentally
tion as to things not
generally known. The normai person who medi-
tates even over the library fire a'trip to the
Socth Seas, casts a few thoughts upon what be
is golng to get to eat there, and so he is Inter-
ested to know that one learns soon in Tahitl how
to sat & pineapple, and that s to peel it, cut it
into the largest possible lumps, eat these un-
Qiminished, even if they make yocu speechless,
and mever, never slice the fruit. No mers man
eouié give us this lively picture of & native &in-
fer, where the @ishes wera green leaves and the
Gainties were eaten with the fingers, in the
native way:

., baked and served with ococoa-
the items on the menu;

cooked in a hole in the ground; fat
breadfr baked and served

Taw oysters and sampled it with much
erigyment. 1 give the receipt for the benefit of any
who may ocare te try it Take any good white

cut it up into pleces about two Inches long
place iatter, raw, in lime julce squeezed
& or lemcn juice, if limes &re not

fish steep for & haif a day and

cocoanut choots is a ocorrect
may not have a cocoanut
his back X The water shouid at last
come out as thick and opaque &35 cream. This is
cocoanut about which one so
immemorial antiquity in the

!

gre the dried bananas, which
come into marnet, but which, com-
tn & pecullar way, are pronounced by
experts superior to drled figs, not only a sub-
stitute for fresh bananas, but a dainty in their
own right. Add to these all manner of tropical
fruit and finally turtle, the great deiicacy of the

South Saas. These creatures, weighing several
bundred, even a thousand, pounds, would feed a
iarge household for many days. The flippers,
which ere full of gelatine, make the famous
turtle =oup, far surpaseing that supplied at the
Loord Mavor's table; the grass-g&reen fat of the
upper shell is used to put in the soup, to fry the
thick turtle steaks and to baste the big roast of
turtle meat. Then there are the eggs, a bucket-
ful at least, tasting like roast chestnuts, besides
the liver and tripe, so that it is a very great day
in the islands when the turtles are caught. And
thera is the cocoanut crab, a most delicious
morsel, which is captured by very simple wiles.
The native slips out in the dark, barefoot and
silent, and hides in a grove till he sees or hears
A orab making his way up a tree. When the
crab is at the top the native follows him half
way up and ties s band of grass around the
trunk, then hurrying down piles a heap of rough
corzl stones at the foot of the tree. Then he
waits in the shadow till the crab starts to come
down, backing carefully, tail first, and feeling
his way. When he touches the cunning band
of grass he lets go, and crack! shocts forty feet
through the air, to land disabled on the pile of
stones prepared for his reception. This little
trick mever fafis to work.

*Now, the islande of the South Seas sadly need
popuistion, for the native races will keep dying
out, and of the white settlers some “go native”
and lose ambition and standing, and some never
had any to lose. This leads the author to des-
cant upon the pgssibiiities for getting on in the
werld offered to the sverage Briton with a little
capital, and a fair presentment she makes of the
case. But it is the picturesque and peculiar
rather than the practical that naturally en-
grosses her attention. We are told, for ex-
ample. that the Pacific islander takes a special
pride in squeaky boots when he cap afford any
#t zll, and that some manufacturers make a
epecialty of sgueakers for the island trade. The
travelier, whe is everywhere received with open
handed and generous hospitality, soon learns
that he must provide himself with gifts for his
bosts, for while the latter will accept no money
for the entertainment afforded, they expect a
fair return In silk and cotton goods (not beads),
imitation jewelry and tinned foods and sweets.
At a native wedding the bride, on receiving the
gifts of her guests, reciprocates on the spot with
& present of equal value to that received, so that
& wedding invitation is not quite so formidable
& thing as in more sophisticated lands. The
simplicity of dress in a tropical climate was il-
lustrated upon arrival at Samoa:

The roadway had been full of nati 1
best clothes, come down te see the ;;uZ‘;I;I:

some in bath like the visitors io th -
er. but many in cleanest of lhlrt: ;ns séoe&r:n
tunice, and scores of tty Samoan girls in civil-
umdurches-n& laced muslin, trimmed

began to

street,
as they ran. and
va-lava,” scurried
d looked so

inch of shelter
ulied their fine
ran down the

9 equal to the test.

certainly an advantage since it compelled me to
measyre time in theapﬁunnt isiand fashion, which
=simply marks out the day wvaguely by hot hours
and cool hours and the recurring cali® of hunger.
No one who has not tried it can concelve the limit-
legs freedom and leisure taat come of this custom.
Time is simply wiped out. One discovers, all of a
sudden. that one has been groaning under an un-
bearabie and unnecessary tyranpy al oue's life—
whence &il the hurrv-scurry of civillzation? Why
Ao people rush to catch trains and omnibuses, and
hasten to make and keep appointmesnts, and have
meals at rigidly fixed times, whether they are
hungry or not? Thess ars the things that make
life short. It is illimitably long snd curiously sweet
and simple in the island world. At first one finds
it hard to reslize that no one is ever walting for
dinner or wanting to go to bed, that eating and
fleeping ara the impulse of & moment and not a
set task: but, onee realized, the sense of emancipa-
tion is exquisite and complete. The Samoan does
what he wants, when he wishes; and 1f he does
not wish & thing does not do it at all.

Tha {llustrations and photographs are new
and happily chosen.

NEW NOVELS.

Books by Harold Bindloss, Grace
Litchfield and Others.

LONG ODDS. Ry Harcld Bindloss. 12mo, pp. 401
Small, Maypard & Co. »

THE SUFREME GIFT. By Grace Denio Titchfleld,
12mo, pp. 800. Boston: Little, Brown & Co.

By E. Temple Thurston.
Mead & Co.

Darkest Africa is the scene of *“Long Odds”
the latest story from the facile pen of Mr.
Bindloss. The general standard of West Coast
morality is not much higher than that prevailing
in East of Suez countries. Cruelty, greed, lust
treachery, take the place of the Ten Command-
ments. WWhen Robert Ormsgill, a true born
Englishman, carries consclence and a code of
honor with him into the interior, instead of leav-
ing them behind, as the custom is, “till wanted,”
he makes a lot of trouble for himself. Petiy
tyrants of the up-river fever districts, respecters
of no power under heaven, growing fat on cor-
ruption and bribery, array themselves against
him. It is incredible to them that loyalty to a
dead benefactor cam be what actuates him in
the rescue of a slave girl or the defence of starv-
ing coolies. The natives see in Ormsgill no
Garibaldi, but a white devil who has come to
make their burden heavier:—is not that what all
white men come for? Even at home hls quix-
otic exploits are misconstrued. His once de-
voted sweetheart looks at him askance; and
when he suddenly turns up at the Canary
Island caravanseral, where she is wintering,
she frankly tells him that he has grown queer,
and requests that, before another day passes, he
visit a tailor. “This duck-clad man with the
lined face and steady eves was clearly not of
their world, which was, in the case of most of
them, an essentlally frivolous one.” If Ada and
her friends are iil at ease with Ormsgill, he is
equally so with them. Fortunatély, there are a
few who understand and sympathize—nay, thers
is one, a lovely, raven-haired, fvory-shouldered
Portuguese damsel, who—but why reveal
Benicia's part in the drama? It is picturesque
and it 1s wholly satisfying. She knows the gams
that is belng played, and she has an almost un-
canny faculty for directing the moves, even
from behind the scenes. With Benicia for ro-
mance, & dark-souled Don Herrero for villany
and the West Coast for “Grim Realities,” Mr.
Bindloss's story is sure to keep the reader read-
ing till the last page is turned.

Joan Kelden, the heroine of “The Supreme
Gift,” is called upon to undergo &n ordeal which
might well cause the stoutest heart to quail.
First wealth must be renounced and then the
claims of love, fom the sake of the larger love
that reaches beyond the individual and gives
itself to the poor and needy. Little Joan 1Is
A more unselfish hercine it
would be hard to imagine. Her every impulse
| seems only for the happiness of others. .And
this loveliness of soul finds its outward counter-
part in form and feature ‘graceful and ethereal
enough to have stepped from Burne-Jones's
‘Golden Stalr."™

She was dressed in an adorable gown of cloudy
white mull and she was holding a violin. As she
paused under the great arch, {ts imposing round
effectively accentuated her small, soft, peariy-tinted
face. er reddish gold hair, extraordinary for
beauty of color, stood up around it in rebeilious,
high-crestea waves. . . . She seemed fashioned
entirely of light, as If her body were but a trans-

rency for a soul composed only of love and joy.

t was always as if a white glow entered a room
with her.

This is Joan's entrance upon the scene. She
is preparing to delight Mrs. Dutro's guests with
her music, little dreaming—though it is known
to ail the others—that within the last hour a
terrible shadow kas fallen athwart her life.
First she is bewildered by the unspoken but
manifest sympathy that is directed to her, then
hurt; finally ghe forces a hint of the truth from
the reluctant lips of her hostess; and with that
her testing by fire has begun. The author loves
her heéroine whole heartedly, and though to the
very end she heaps fuel to the flame with un-
abated zeal, It is only that little Joan's purity
and unselfishness may the more redound. Even
so complete a representative of the jeunesse
dorée as Hallam, who pro!esse‘ a positive aver-
sion to Joan's precious poor and disclaims any
pretensions to virtue, is touched at last by her
long suffering gentleness, and releases her from
a promise that has sapped her life

MIRAGE. 12mo, pp. 820.

Dodd,

To the exhausted traveller in the desert ap-
pears the deceptive mirage — “that dazzling,
tempting semblance of the phantom oasis.”
Make of this a symbol of human life, and you
have the theme of E. Temple Thurston's latest
story. The hero is an elderly, gentie mannered,
proud spirited French nobleman, the Vicomte
du Guesclin, who, because his fortune has been
eaten up and life in the grand oid way rendered
impossible, has emigrated to England and taken
up his abode in a tiny cottage, attended only by
one faithful man servant, Courtot. Cultivating
his rose bushes, writing little poems in the an-
tique manner, interchanging sedate visits with
neighbors, life goes very tranquilly with M. le
Vicomte in his countryside retreat until, one
day, & soft girlish voice, much like a volce that
had been very dear to him in other years, fal-
teys out a pretty compliment in his native
tongue, and then—the mirage has suddenly
arisen before his eyes. He thinks he is still
young. He begins to believe In the possibility
of certain things coming to pass which common
sense knows cannot occur. But for a time the
illusion carries all the evidences of a reality.
There is about the little story a pathos®and
quiet charm which are uncommon. The old
vicomte, dreamy, unpracticail, sacrificlng all that
is left—his precious family rellcs—rather than
cause pain to another, belongs to a race of gen-
tle heroes that gentie readers have long de-
lighted to honor. It seems a pity that, in a
story of which a Frenchman is the hero—espe-
cially so ultra-fastidious a Frenchman as the
Vicomte du Guesclin—scarcely a sentence of
French should have been correctly set up. Here
is the little speech of Rozanne's that marks a
new epoch in the old man's life: “Je dit E;ue je
suis tres enchants de vous voir.” ‘’Twould not
be inappropriate to have replied to this with the
ejaculation that appears a few pages later, “Ah,
mon Dieux!™ '

—_—————
THE ACCESSIBLE BOOK.
From The Manchester Guardian.’

Some one has been calling, and that nothi
$.°° early, for & cheaper edition of Pater's worlrc‘:.
T o L%, T e,

u > & guilnea each, and
“Marius thé Epicurean” 15s., and although
those are not net prices, they are yvet too high.
A publishing house is, of course, not a philan-
thropic institution, and although the reading
public would weicomsa a cheaper reissue,
no doubt with the Messrs. Macmillan it Is sim-

ply a guestion of business. The question, how-

ona: If the prices

ever, must be a very simple
< ber of purchasers

ware halved, would the num
be doubled? One may safely conjecture that
it would. Not only would Pater by this means
be brought within the reach of a vast multitude
of new readers who would purchase him, but
those who bad already r2ad him on loan would
be glad to acquire his works for their shelves.
Pater is mot ona of those writers who may ba
borrowed from a iibrary 3 .t
brief period of tima. He must be on a r}:Adef s
desk who wishes to make tha most of him, far
into the small hours, night after night, it may
be for weeks together. He is a classio, and de-
serves the honors paid to a classic. Morsover,
it is certain that an author ioses in influence
unless he is made easily accessible to the read-
ers of his own generation.

Ruskin's influznce would have been far g\'eat?r
to-day if his books had been cheaper. bi s khs
as great as it is, that je partly due to ’k"
notorious fact that the dearness of his works
ealled forth numarons smuggled editions, so that
many made their first acquaintance with him
| in some American edition introduced into the
offices of some friendly
theory was that the

more you paid for a thing the more highly you
prizedyit. prt is a specious theory, although in
his delightful essay of “Blus China’” Lamb pu}:s
it on the lips of his sistar Mary. It was, she
says, the pinching and privation he underwent
in order to be abla to buy it and the wesrins
of a suit of clothes long beyond its time, that
made the tattered old folio of Beaumont and
Flatcher precious. Probably it La.mb-had ta‘.l’(o;:
the argument seriously he would have urge: 3
in his own name. At any rate, ha reasons In
exactly the opposite way in his letter to Sﬂuth:ly
complaining of the small sum necassary for ad-
mission to the tombs of Westminster Abbey.
Here he depracates the price, smail thouglh lhe
admits it to be, on the ground that it dimin-
{shes tha pleasure of the sight.

e ————————————
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sea captain.

Current Talk of Things Present

and to Come.

wywith the Night Mail” is the title of the long
novel which Iir. Kipling has ready for publica-
tion. It i= said to be a story of the marvels of
the future—the marvels in science and mechan-
ics which are to transform existence.

The faurteenth volume of M. Emile Ollivier's
work, “L'Empire Libéral,” will probably soon
appear, as he has finished correcting the proofs.
It odght to be particularly interesting, as it
deals with the declaration of war in 1870. M.
Ollivier, who is now eighty-four years old, is still
an energetic worker. When not busy with his
history he finds amusement in walking and in
collecting old engravings.

A new printing of Mr. and Mrs. Pennell's
“Iife of Whistler” is coming from the Lippin-
cott press a fortnight hence. The authors have
contributed & new preface, in which they make
these statements:

The reception given to our book has enabled us
to make some revisions of our own, as well as a
few corrections sguggested by sympathetic read-
ers. Among those who have been most helpful
ara Mr. Howard Mansfield, Mr. Harper Penning-
ton and Mr. T. R. Way, while Mias irnia Philip
has stated, in a letter to the “London Times" of
November 24, 18, that the book contalns many
inaccuracies. We have asked her to point them
out and she has refused. If they do exist in this
new edltion, the fault is therefora one which she
has failed to rectify. She also said in the same
jetter that Whistler never told her that he wished
us to write hie life. The fact that we had his au-
thority has beer amply proven in the Engligsh law
courte. Sha further Rﬂiflhﬂ! in 1806 Whistier be-
gan to write his autebiography. That he did write
at least two chapters is pérfectly well known to
us, and is stated in our book. But he did not ask
us to undertake this work untii 1900. Wa desire
no better proof than his residuary Jegatee has
been good enough to aftord us that he had
changed his mind in the Intervening four years,
and we have since endeavored to carry out as well
as we possibly could the request he then made
to us.

Of the famous Australlan journalist, David
Syme—who used to be called “King David of
Melbourne”—there is told in “Chambers’s Jour-
nal” this pleasant story:

One day a friend, who had been a fellow con-
tractor of Syme's before his brother Ebenezer's
death, ealled at the office. He found David In the
deepest dejection. Things were ?f)l()g very badly
with the poor journalist, and ruln stared him in
the face. The contractor was intimate epough
with him to insist upon his confidence. When he
heard all he promptly decided to prove his friend-

ship in a practical way, and pulled out his check-
book. “Tt will take hundreds.” sald David Syme.
“Well,” replied the contractor, ‘“you can have
hundreds.”™

The money wik lent, and very soon repaid. Ten
vears later Syme heard that his good friend was
menaced with bankruptey. He hurried to s sid
and offered help. “It will take thousands.” sal
the contractor. “Well, vou can have thousands,'
wlls Syme’'s smiling reply, and he put a check
signed in blank in the other’s hand.

“Pish Stories: Alleged and Experienced, with
a Little History, Natural and Unnatural,” is the
title indicative of a humorous text which Presi-
dent David Starr Jordan and Mr. Charles F.
Holder have given to their foarthcoming book.
The Holts include this volume in their Amaerican

Nature Series,

What {s the true Ad!scipline for a writer? Tha
London “Morning Post” declares that whether
his work is dons under pressure or at leisure
this discipline consists in the cultivation of sin-
cerity. “Let him find out,” it is added, “what
he has to say, and say that and no more, not’
attempting to furbish up into grandeur thougits
which, though true, may not be of suprema im-
portance, nor yet regard as ifnsignificant any-
thing that concernms the welfare, the character,
the interests or tlie happiness of his fallow men,
The length of his sentences, the number of
syllables in his words, or thelr derivation, mat-
ter nothing. The right words are those which
will convey to the reader exactly what is meant,
Tha sentences, if the writer means business with
his readers, will take care of themselves.

Miss Emma Brooke, who wrots in “A Super-
fluous Woman' a novel which was at one time
much talked about, is soon to bring out a new
book. It is to bear the title of “Tha Story of
Hanksgarth Farm."”

Mr. W. Warde Fowler’s book, “Social Life at
Rome in the Age of Cicero” is to be issued by
the Macmillan Company next week. At the
same tima will appear from this press Mr.

Morris Hillquit's “Socialism in Theory and
Practice.”
My. H. €. Chatfield-Taylor's blography of

Molidre is to be followed by a novel, sthe hero
of which is that famous French dramagist. The
book, which will be published next month, is
to be called “Fama's Pathway.” It will be is-
sued by Dufficld & Co.—who announce, by the
way, that they propose to try the experiment of
bringing out one of their new spring books in
exact imitation, as regards typa and cover, of
the engaging paper covered volumes of thé
French publishers.

In his amusing reminiscences in *“The Corn-
hiil” Mr, H. W. Lucy devotes much spacs to
Charles Keene, the “Punch™ artist. Keene in
conversation showed no sign of the humor that
filled his drawings—in fact, he could hardly be
sald to talk at all. He loved everything that
spoke of the past, and Mr. Lucy says that one
of his “few recorded contributions to conversa-
tion was his enthusiastic cry, ‘Hear, hear!” when
at a small dinner party a brother fossil enun-
clated the axiom, ‘Tha English peopla were
happler and in better circumstances two hun-
dred years ago than they are now.” He hon-
estly believed that, and, as far as he could, en-
d2avored to live up to the axiom.” He uged to
wear a curious jacket with leg-o"-mutton slesves,
and Lucy declares that through a period ex-
tending over eight years he never saw his
_friend in any other sava once, “and then, to
everybody's surprise, he turned up at an even-
ing party in dinner dress, looking more than
usually lugubrious.” Lucy adds that on rare
occasions Keene was induced to tell his solitary
story:

a couldl be made out, rolatl e cabaant: 8 tar
unknown person privileged to taste it in :&"‘ :
form. There was a long catalogue of t =

ponent parts leading up to the exelamation wcl:l.:ll;
concluded the narrative, “Ah! that was a Rale-

well pudding!™ The fun came in atching
ordinarily grave face as he worked up 1o the ti

' max, the wrinkles transformed in the smiles that

and retyrned after a,

:

|
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irradiated his countenance.

One night he startled and de“ghtod the comp J;Y
by breaking fresh ground. ““The other day, L]
began, "I was walking down Kennington Roatll

Here thers was a use, and he added: "Yhen
say the other day, ?mean forty years AgO. 'rh{s.
story had something indefinite to do with the O‘I’I
break of Chartism, when Louis Napoleon. in lodg-
ings in London, instinctively enrolled mmselgl:,:
the side of law and order, & Bpecial Oonsta

baton in hand

“The Story of the Great Lakes” is the title
of a volume by Edward Channing and Marion
F. Lansing which the Macmillan Company will
soon publish. It is understood to be & pletu-
resque parrative including personal sketches and
episodes of adventure.

The Russian Grand Duke Nicolas Mikhailo-
viteh has written a book which Goupl! is bring-
tng out. The text is in French, and the {llustra-
tions are remarkably good. The subjact is the
Empress Elizabeth, wife of the Czar Alexander
L She was Princess Louisa of Baden, and was
married to Alexander at the age of fourteen,
taking. In aceordance with Russian custom, a
new name.

This work Is to ba issued in thrée volumes.
Many hitherto unpublished documents have
been used in preparing the memoir. The grand
duke is the literary member of the {mperial fam-
{ly, and has already preduced several historical
studies,

Tn his entertaining paper in the current num-
ber of “Harper's Magazine” Professor Louns-
bury pleasantly complains that all the efforts of
education for centuries seem to have exerted
hardly a perceptible influence in Aiminishing
the pravalence of the double negative with a
great body of speakers. “It was once my tort-
une,” he says, *“to hear an exemplification ot
this tdiom as it came In its native energy from
the mouth of an irate father who had been for
goma time contemplating with profoundest dis-
gust the headgear with which his daughter had
adorned hersel?. ¥ie was of Scandinavian Ae-
scent, and I seemed to catch a glimpse of the
old Berserker rage flaming forth In his violent
utterance. No one negative would have sufficed
to convey the intensity of his indignation. Don’t
you never let me see you wear no such thing on

your head no more,” were the words in which his,

opulence of disapproval found expression, Not
thet the prohibition, with all its wealth of nega-
tives, wrought the desired effect. Agalinst the
rock of feminine fancy In dress, supported by
fashion, the waves of parental wrath dash in
vain ™ Professor Lounsbury adds this Intereat-
ing comment:

The int tc be brought out here is that the
wra‘tﬁfuplo parent of the nineteenth centurx spoks
precisely as under similar circumstances .,hnuc?f
would have done in the fourteenth. Two nega-
tives the poet uses constantly to strengthean the
negation. In his time that was tha olutely
correct thing to do. But on speclal oocasions-—o
occasions wherein”
o T In the “Canterbur
three or four. n th 4
s(]m.\-.e. the knight is the ideal lofdler and
man. The one trait upon which the
particular streas is the unfalling courtesy he dis-
plays to every one no matter what his station in
life. Fle emphasizes this eharscteristic by crowd-
ing four negatives into two lines. Of
asserted tha

He never pet no villainy ne wmid
In ali hig life unto no manaer wight
st in modera prose this declares that the
kanx'\t in all his life never used any abusive len-
uage to any sort of fersfm. el i s who
famixurueu tnmnlf wifh our earlier Hunturt
can hardly help being struck with the constan
ocenrrenca of two Or Iore negatives to strengthen

the negation

entle-
lays

A new and revised edition of tha late Pro-
fessor Jebb's transiation of ths “Characters™ of
Theophrastus is to be published goon. The orig-
inal edition appeared in 187S, and has for some
time been out of print. The editor of the new
edition, Dr. J. B. Sandys, quotes in his preface &
letter in which Professor Jebb indicated the
“real interest” of Theophrastus “Other
writers,” he says, “whose namse is legion, prove
to us that all the great organic lines of human
nature are the same to-day, yesterday and for
ever. Theophrastus is one of the few who sur-
vive to remind us that the lighter traits also of
character are permanent and universal.”™

There are many Americans who will be inter-

ested in the announcement of an elaborate serfes |

to be published under the titls of “Trees and
Shrubs of the British Isles, Native and Accii-
matized.” The work !s to appear In sixteen
parts, illustrated in color and monotons.

The recent Burns celebration has evoked aneo-
dotes from all directions. One of these, show-
ing how the cult of Burns reaches to the
lowest strata in Scotland, comes from the liter-
ary commentator of “The Manchester Guar-
dlan'': “When Lord Balfour was Becretary for
Scotland,” he says, “he received a letter from a
convict at Peterhead bitterly complaining that
there was not a copy of the national poet in the
whole settlement, and exclaiming against the
scandal. Lord Balfour looked Into the mattar,
found it as stated, and forihwith sent on the re-
quired copy.”

There are always with us those eritice of the
Christian propaganda who resent as an Im-
pertinence the missionary’s interference with,
let us say, the sweet simplicities of a cannibal's
faith. Their point of view is not lost sight of
by Principal F. B. Jevons, who considers the
rationaie of missions in “An Introduction to the
Htudy of Comparative Religions” (The Macmillan
Company). The missionary motive is not at all
mixed up with a belief in the total depravity of
non-Christian religlons. On the contrary, Chris-
tianity is offered to the world on the ground of
its intrinsic worth, the fulfiiment of all that is
true in previous religion and the effective means
whereby the end aimed at by all religions may
be realized.

A tribute reflecting reminiscent affection and
natural plety has been written by Dr. Lyman
Abbott in “The Home Butlder” (Houghton Miffin
Company). It Is the charming portrait of a
gentlewoman who so met the responsibilities of
“the common day” that her best monument was
the home she reared.

The Rev. Elwood Worcester, of Emmanuel
Church, Boston, has written the preface to “A
Letter of Hope” (Moffat, Yard & Co.), the story
of an Invalid's plucky resistance against the in-
roads of despondency.
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