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1n 1804, threc years before his death, Sir Isaac
pitman ceased to supervise personally the issue
r'-nk yarions writings. Barely half a ceatury
‘_..d elapsed since the publication of his first
__oint little 16mo pamphlet bearing, under the

O eStenographic Sovnd-Hand.” the imprint |
= Bagster, the London Bible publisher, |
ni\ﬂ the aGded lines: *Also sold by the Author, |

Price Four-pence.” Yet|
sl cemtury had seen the “Manual of |
wa’ reach its 500th thousand, and the |
"{‘,‘:'Wh,r Teacher” its second million. Not |
(oly was '.)-,l:nugra;vh}' in daily use in every part
o x English speaking world and throughout
:';msa Gouth America, but it had practically
;_“,;‘”,.d.-d all earlier shorthand sysiems as well.
" qhe mind that could originate and perfect a
vod of speech transcription destined to such
_wide utility must have possessed, one in-}
common and strongly marked |
nference finds full justification |
Mr. Raker's “Life.” They show
cir Jsanc cived the accolade from Queen
jn 1864) to have been a man of infinite
passionate—sometimes eccentric
unbounded self-confidence and
W him the propagation of
_opography was more akin to a religious cam-
";lm than to 2ny ambitious pursuit of fame or
sealih. For years—until the very voluminous-
of his cerrespondence forbade it—he offered
—gtuitous correction and criticism of any exer-
dses submitted to him by students of the pew
<iemoe. He mever willingly gave countenance to
;‘5;;, “testimonials,” even when his own circam-
stsnoes were painfully straitened, but always
opested that any sums of money raised in his
+ nor should be applied to the work of propaga-
; His last illness found him still in harness
n so late as 185 he had inaugurated the
jcation of a Dew monthly journal “The
or” dedicated to six special objects, of
ik the first three related to Swedenborgian-
sm, his adopted creed; the fourth to spelling
rform, the fifth to phonography and the sixth
1 the peace movement. Vegetarianism and
“Tee-totul had both received his lifelong |
SoppOTL. inventor of phonog-
raphy that his name will be remembered.

Of kis boyhood in the English manufacturing
twn of Trowbridge Joseph Pitman, an aolder
wrother, once wrote: “Isaac never had any of
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sat rellicking nonsense about him peculiar to

nor do I remember his ever
sopping on way from school to play, but
some directly he went, either to his books or to

most of us DO}

s work” FPunctuality and tireless industry
gem to have been inbred wirtues with him.

e still a mere iad he formed the babit of
rsing at 4 in ihe morning in order to se-

.

it
ae two hours of study before the time when

¢ must be at his desk in the weaving mill |
Sce. At the age of seventeen he read through
Faliers Dictionary from cover to cover,!

mpring out all the words whose pronunciation
1ad given him trouble, and making himself an |
shselute master of diacritical science. At about |
the same period, too, he was acquiring his "'rst:
tnowledge of shorthand.

lomg before Pitman's day shorthand had
wep 3 favorite pastime of ingenious minds; but
= a time saving device it had only rarely been
) serious account. So far back as 1602
me Thomas Willis had brought out a steno-
maphic system; and between that date and 1837,
e birthk year of phonography, no fewer than
t#o bundred other varieties of shorthand had
The majority of these were

s

een promulgated
whally unscien
her writing.
Pepys, learned his cipher out of a “Tach
ryhy™ of 1641 by Thomas Shelton. The “Tay- |
l" gystem acquired by young Pitman adhe red |
the traditional method of representing each
etter of 3 word by its appropriate symbol. To |
still drenched In the
of Walker, the wastefulness of
Jphabetical procedure must soon have be-
came apparent for want of anything bet-
ter he accepted it; and when, a few years later,
be set up a private schoosl for boys at Wotton-
mder-Edge, in the Cotswolds, he undertook to
gve instruction in
Taylor system.
(me more step, and the trail that leads up to
e “great” wear, 1827, will be complete. Visit-
iz ome @ay in the house of a Methodist frie nd,
Piman happened upon a copy of Bagster's
Smprehensive Reference Bible. True to his in-
disets of exactitude, he tested certain of the
rderences and found errors. The idea came to
im of writing to the publisher and offering, in
wse Mr. Bagster cared to lend him a copy of his
ity all the 500,000 references with-
» offer was accepted, and to this
sl-imposed or Pitman dedicated his whole
isure for the ensuing three years. Nor did his
¥l go urrewarded, for cut of this association
with Bagster developed a friendship which was
the greatest advantage to 1!:~;

devised solely for purposes
That raciest of diarists, Sam-

ambitious student,

fiacritical lore

shorthan® according to the

2ler 1o prove

“arare schoolms

Pitman needed 2 cheap textbook >f shorthand
1. He wrote out an abridz-
* and submitted the MS. to thec
lendon publisher. The advice came back that |

| stand every test of criticism.

if he would work up a system of his own, the
novelty of it might take the public eye
prove remunerative. Thus in the summer of
1827 be set his mind at work to devise an
original shorthand system. First he estab-
lished a nove] series, one that accorded with the
real sounds, not with the accepted spelling of
words. Once started on this path he could not
stop. The consonants, too, must be given a
role that allowed each its actual spoken value.
Countless experiments were made. Day and

and

night the inventor kept at it, and on the 15th of |
| November, under Bagster’s useful sponsorship,

“Stenographic Sound-Hand” was given to the |
world.
The edition numbered three thousand. There

were twelve small pages of print and two litho-
graphic plates. The sewing had been done dur-
ing leisure hours by the boys of Mr. Pitman's
school. Three years later, on the first day of
the penny postage system, he brought out a
second edition, the so-called *“Penny Plate™
adapted for sending through the mails. On this
plate, which measured eight by six and one-half
inches, was engraved not only a full key to the
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ROBERT BROWNING.

Stories of His Visit to Edinburgh.

Robert Browning went to Edinburgh in the
spring of 1884 to receive the university's hon-
erary degree, and while there the late Professor
Masson was his host. For a pleasant account of
his visit and of his joyous and kindly behavior
the readers of the current *“Cornhill” are in-
debted to Miss Rosaline Masson. She describes,
for example, the gquaint little scene of the “dress

rehearsal” when Count Saffi, another guest,

{

donned his Bologna academic robes which he |

was to wear at the conferring of degrees next
day. Gorgeous robes they were, in richest glow-
ing colors, in velvet and satin, and fur and lace
ruffles and jewels. “And while every
crowded about the spiendid figure with exclama-
tions of admiration, Mr. Browning slipped
quietly out of the room, and presently reap-
peared In his Oxford D.C. L. robe, severe and
plain scarlet. He looked around deprecatingly,
and came forward. ‘I have a robe, too!’ he

SIR ISAAC PITMAN.
(From the painting by A. 8. Cope)

!new system, but several illustrative passages

from Scripture A marginal suggestion was
also added that the student should write out,
for practice, a number of Bible texts and sub-
mit them to the inventor “in a paid letter” for
correction. The new shorthand system soon be
gan to attract attention. In 1841 Pitman, now
living in Bath, made his first lecture tour, pre-
senting the claims of phonography to fascinated
audiences in several of the larger cities; and by
1843 a number of lecturers, including two of his
were in the field.
spring up. Poets began to sing.
Artists and scribes no more
Their arts imperfect found,

Duguerre now draws by rayvs of Light,
And Pitman writes by Scund.

Bagster wrote:

delight,

He was not alone in singing the praises of the
new art. Also there were poets in the opposi-
tion. With the establishment of an official or-
gan, “The Phonographic Journal,” the movement
may be said to have come into iis own.

Of further deveiopments it s Dec dless
speak here. Once launched on its
phonology was sure of universal success, for it
was based on true scientific principies and couid
Spelling reform

10

career,

now began to hold ac increasingly large share
of Isaac Pitman’s attention. In 1849 “The Fo-
netic Nuz” was established. Tirelessly as ever
the great propagandist labored
cause. A sentence or two from a phonetic letter
to “The Times” (January 27, 1879) may serve as
a characteristic summary of his lifelong activ-
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Miss Marjorie Bowen —otherwise Miss Ga-
brielie M. V. Campbeil—has written a new mf\‘r!,
which she calls “Biack Magic.” it is described
as “medizeval and picaresque.” The scenc opens
in Flanders, and later episodes occur in Rome.
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Societies began to |

in the new |

|

urged, with humorous pretence of envy.” Was
not the poet tired after a long afternoon recep-
tion amid a crush of admirers—wouldn’t he rest
before the dinner party of the evening? asked
his hostess. s spired!” he exclaimed merrily.
“Tired! Not a bit! Not a bit"” He took the
skirts of his coat daintily in his hands, and
pointing his toes in true danc ing master
waltzed elegantly round the entire cire umferen

fa

ilon

of the room. “There!” he cried, smiling tri-
'umphamly at us, ‘now don’t tell me I am
tired?” ”

|

!

In talking of the number of Browning spcleties
then in existence—are there as many now, wie
wonder—he told how he had gone as a guest to a
meeting of one of these enthusiastic orgamzations
and “hagd sat, unrecognized and unnoticed, in the
background and listened humbly. A heated di:
cussion had taken place on the 1 g of somd
and at last, 38 no one se«

passage; med satistied,
he had diffidently suggested a possi
3ut he had unmercifully snubbed,
promptly given to unds rstand he knew nothing
about it.” Miss Masson remembers that
morning at breakfast he told his hosts of having
chalienged on the

bery’s marriage to write four lines which shou
rhyme the names of both bride and bridegroom

e reading

been and

one

been cecasion of Lord Rose

Browning was evidently—as is plain to
reader—very proud of his the-wa) ¢
of his unique power of rhyming He accej ti
chalienge; and be the lines to u W
good-natured g Cese:

In an after-hreakfast disc on of Bomeo's
assertion, “What's in a name th: poet con

;t'ndu) that a pers s name influenced his whole
life and character and profession. And he added
in an aside, I never should have written o line

if 1 had been called Stubbs!™ All

of poetry

one |

walited forty years for it, and now—I like it!"*®

A characteristic action is recalled—that he al-
ways gave both hands to one in whose face he
read enthusiasm when an introduction was
made to him.

He is quoted as telling with an air of amused
worry the story of the deep offenc2 he had
once given Mrs. Carlyle:

It was just after his return long time
spent in Italy, and he had goi his respects
to Mr;'and Mrs. Carlyle was makng
tea The kettle, Brown said. I brought
her th.i; kettle from the Mr. Browning re-
lated, “and then—it was very stupid of me, but
looked round, and 1 did not know exactly what to
do with it, and 1—I—well, I pu? it down on the tadic!
And Mrs. Cartyle rose in ker wrath. That he should
}vr"lf:ﬂd vaP had forgotten the habits of his native
land! *“You!" she exclaimed. * to retur: h
your Italian ways, and to put ettle dewn on
the table!”

‘}iu' there were those—and it is possible that Mr,

drowning, for ail his hu n kindness, was one of
them—to whom the thought occurred that, though
the proper place for a kettle was not the table

cloth, meither was it the hand of Robert Browning,
LITERARY NOTES.

: Hitherto unpublished material has been used
in the preparation of a forthcoming stud

that interesting personage, Mr. Samuel P¢
The author, Mr. E. H. Moorhouse, has t
the famous diarist with seriousness and |
dwelt upon the work he accomplished for the
Admiralty. He has entitled his book “Samuel
Pepys; Administrator, Observer and Gossip.’
Dr. Witkowski's book, “The German Drama
in the Nineteenth Century,” has n turned
into English, and the slation will soon be

. of

brought out. It furnishe careful rece

a

t_h-- distinct pericds marking German dramatic
literature. Even minor dramatists receive at-
tention,

There are to be 176 episties in the volume
which is soon to be issued under the title of

*“The Love Letters of Thomas Carlyle and Jane

Welsh.” Carlyle’s nephew, Mr. Alexander Car-
lyle, contributes an introd ion wherein he de-
clares that the correspondence “should convince
even the most prejudiced and unfriendly that
Thomas Carlvle and Jane Weish were esson-
tially generous, self-sacrificing and noble” Tlhe
poems of the pair—which are not of great im=-

portance—will be published in an appendix.

An abridged version, by the way, of Car 'S
*Life of Frederick the Great” has just appearcd
in England. It has an introduction, portraits
and a map.

An interesting old book which is in the pos-
session of the Scribners is Jean Paul Marat's
own copy of his work, entitied “Researches
Physiques sur le Feu” It is full of annotations
fn the author’s bandwriting and is in the origi-
nal paper wrapper.

The return of “Raffles” has much delighted
Mr. Andrew Lang, who calls that crafty hero &
“Robin Hood and googly bowler.” Sherlock
Holmes having also appeared again, Mr. Lang
suggests that Mr. Hornung and Sir Arthur Doyle
collaborate and give us a single wicket malc h
between Raffies and Sherlock. “They are bound
to meet in their careers of crime and detec tion,”
he says; “so are Watson and Bunny.”

Elizabeth, the daughter of that other Eliza-
beth, Queen of Bohemia, and a woman of in-
tellect, is the su a book which i2 to be
called “A Sister of Prince Rupert—Elizabeth,
Princess Palatine, Abbess of Hereford.” The
book is *a study of a temperament and of an
epoch.” The author is Miss Elizabeth Godfrey.

Dr. Sven Hedin intends to write his prom sed

book during the coming summer, isolating him-
self for the purpose at some seaside place whic h
has no connection by rail or ! with the outer
world. He will refuse to any callers, and
he thinks he will have the woerk ready

lication in the autumn. It is to

many languages, Chinese, Japane an
dustan! among them This edition is for the
general public; later will come the > 1
tion. when, as the explorer say 1 1
chests of gpeographical and botanical mat rial
wili be brought fully into use.”

A new volume of essays from the pen of Mr
James Huneker will coming ) this
spring Huysmann &nd / 18

ng the writers d alt with Pt -
rs which are to appear it of

“Egoists.”
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through that Edinburgh week he was lionized ir Papal Rom ha been iras by Alics
the most unrelenting way, aad once hLis hastess | jelen Zimmern, and the book Wil ‘ln brols x
wasled him apologatically, “Do you object to all | out this spring. :' inal W ""‘ : ll‘“ o
this adulation?” And he answered readily and "“.“‘ “"_‘!'J‘jh"h‘“[’!l"; : f’",‘  Dict=
heartily, and perhaps with a kindly desire to are of Rome from 1859 1o 1870, when it s stil)
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