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THE XEWS THIS MORNIXNG.

YOREIGN.—Advices from §t. Petersburg con-
#irm The Tribune's exclusive report of a settle-
ment of the trouble in the Near East, repeating
that Russia had sdvised Servia to give up all
«~lzims to territorial compensation. A bliz-
mard is sweeping France. and snow has been fall-
ing in Paris for forty-eight hours: southern re-
sorts are suffering from: the worst cold snap in
vears. ———— King Alfonso had another narrow
escape from injury in a motor car, the machine
striking & tree 2nd stopping on the brink of a
ravine, ———— France conferred decorations on
Herr von Schoen, the German Foreign Minister,
and Prince von Radolin, the German Ambassador
=t Parig, for their shares in settling the dispute
ever Morocco. A military court at Kieff
sentenced three men to death, twenty-one to
Ppenal sorvitude and ten to imprisonment for
revolutionary activity. The indisposition
©f the Pope is not serious, and the physicians

expect his complete recovery in a few davs. ’1nx of punishment, the mode of punishment

DOMESTIC.—A denial that Miss Ethel Roose-
welt was engaged to William Phillips, Third As-
sistant Secretary of State, was given out at the
White House. Dispatches from New Or-
leans reported that the fruit steamer Heredia '
wwas ashore off Nicaragua. John Barbuoto, {
the Jtalian arrested in this city, was identified at
Middietown, N. Y., by Mrs. Madelina Gaetano as |

President Woodrow Wilson, it was announced at

Cambridge, Mass, will be the Phi Beta Kappa

orator at Harvard on July 1. John Junken,

the megro accused of slayving Miss (lara Rosen
a1 Ottumwa, Jowa, de a confession. ———

State Controller Gaus, at Albany, announced the |

result of the recent examination of the accounts |

«f Rockiand County. An express train
’luvlng been delaved by a broken truck, a special

1rzin was ordered by wireless from Elkhart, Ind.
William MeCully McKelvy, the weaithy
banker, of! man and president of the Portland |
'ement Company, died at Pittsburg. :

Mrs. |
John Carter Brown died at Newport, R. 1. ———
The battleship Ohio sailed from Fortress Mon-
roe, NVa, for New York.

CITY.—The parents and physician of a Brook-
I¥n national guardsman charged the 47th Regi-
ment with his death. ——— Chairman Wiilcox
$nformed Controller Metz that the Public Ser-
wice Commission might accept his plan for the
Fourth avenue subway, in Brooklyn. A
Tnited States customs inspactor discovered the
storekeeper of the st hip Prinz Sigismund
trying to smuggle twoe Chinamen into this city.
Dr. Jorge Chanut, a writer on Central
American politics, tolé of the efforts of exiies to
make trouble. The Rhode island and the |
New Jersey were the first of the globe-encirciing !
battleship fieet to reach New York. Rabbl |
Echulman said the church should not assume a |
|

hostile attitude toward the theatre. The
Children’s Aid Society and the Five Points House
of In_ustry decided to unite their effort:. :

representing 218 Jewish organizations |
©f the city effected a union end adopted a con- |
stitution. ——— There was a fire in theo!ﬁcnot‘,-
tihe American Tobacco Company, in the Constable”
—=—= Magistrate Crane held court in |

the street, discharging 2 woman pedler whom he
saw arrested —=—= Poijce Captain Knipe found

& dummy safe in Broad street.
THE WEATHER —Indications for to-dav: |

Fair The temperature vesterday: Highest, 39
degrees; lowest, 21.
WIRELESS TESTS O RAILWAYS. |

Whether or not 1 11 ever be deemed worth |
while to install on railway trains apparatus for |
wireless telegraphy, the feasibility of operating |
§t satisfactorily is certainly worth investigation. |
Hence the initistion of tests by the Lake Shore °
roa€ was at lesst & bit of enterprise. Those al- |
- ready made ought to be suppiemented by others. |
30 {etermine the range of a suitable outfit and |
- it trustworthiness under varring conditions, but |
the fact that messages were sent to points from {
fifteer: to eighty miles from a train last Satur- |
day is certainly encourszing.

In one respect a moving railway car is st a
disadvantage in such work. Roth for sending
and receiving n.essages the ordingry wireless |
telegraph station is provided with sn antenna, |
er “upright” wire. This is not always vertical.
Often it slants. but it is nmecdssary 1o provide
some sort of support for oue or both ends, and
10 have the wire at an appreciabie distance from
the earth. On steamships the anienna some-
times reaches from one mast to another and ex-
tends in a nesrly herizontal direction. Now, since
rallway trains frequently have to pass under a
bridge or perhaps t.wrough a tunnpel, any fixture
rising more thaz a foot or two from the tops
of the cars would be guickiy disabled by on-
conntering such a8 barrier. It has been neces-
#ary, therefore, to devise an arrangement of the
antenpa would guard it against damage
fromn this cause, yet without materially lessen-

sffairs venient

' ris withdrew fromm the Bond Cabinet over a

after beginning & journey, they must often wait
an hour or so for the chance. Make it possible
to avoid such delay and to effect a simlilar sav-
ing of time in securing a reply and they will
gladly seize the cpportunity.

THE BRIDGE “LOOP.”

Chairman Wilicox of the Public Service Con-
mission in his letter published to-day disposes
of the effort of the Board of Estimate and AD-
portionment to shift the blame for the bridge
“loop” muddle upon the commission. As the
maiter stands, the bridge loop is heiug con-
structed at a cost of $12,000,000 or so, with no
use in view. At any rate, if it is to be of real
service, subyway lines in Brookirn will have to
be construcied to complete it. The project, in-
compieie as it 1s, is like a cellar and founda-
tions constructed without auy provision for the
erection of a building upon them. It will not
be impossible, of course, to put the loop to
use without its complementary subways in
Brooklyn:; but, as Chairman Wilicox points
out in bis letter, it cannot be leased on advad-
tageous terms to the one company that might
use it.

For this blundering the Public Service Com-
mission is in no way responsible. The loop
was planned and the contracts for its construc-
iion were let before the Publie Service Commis-
sion was created. This was done with the aun-
thorjty and approval of the Board of Estimate
and Apportionment, and only that board's ex-
travagance and wastefulness have left the loop
in its present state of uncertain usefuiness when
completed. If the municipal autherities, having
committed the city 1o the expenditure of $12.-
000,000 on a line which was to be a part of a
Brookl:n system., had not neglected to provide
the money for the Brooklyn system of which it
was to be a part. the ¢lty would not nmow be in
fts present situation, with a lot of money in-
vested in a sgbway which may lie idle and un-
used when finished.

CHECKING A HIGHWAY ABUSNE.

So much has been heard about the practising of
trickery, extortion and oppression upon automo-
bilists by constables and justices of the peice in
rural communities that it is gratifying to see
one specific case of the kind taken up for settle-
ment. The case selected is that of a justice of
thre peace in New Jersey who is said to have
arh'en a thriving business in levrying fines by
mail, without the formality of summons, war-
rant or hearing of any kind. Accerding to the
complaint, he simply wrote letters to his vie-
tims, informing them that he had fined them
such and such amounts and demanding payment
under penalty, and they as a rule promptiy re-
sponded.

Obviously, if the charges are true, those pro-
ceedings were highly irregular. The complaint
alleges that the fines were paid in erder “to
avoid troubles and expense incident to litigation™
and through “the fear inspired by the threate
expressed and Implied in fhe letters” But
for an innocent and unoffending man to yield to
such a demand when it is sent to him by mail is
certainly remarkable. It is. we should say, at
least a confession of weakness, while in many
cases, perhaps in the majority, there is reason
to suspect that it i& due to a cousciousness of
guilt in violating tbe road lawe, and thus to a
reasdnable fear of worse consequences if the
matter should he brought to trial.

But. of course. even if all the persons who
were fined had broken the law and were deserv-

which is alleged to have been employed was
open to grave presuwption of injustice and
oppression. 1If it be true that a justice of the
peace has been practising such methods the fact
onght to be legzally established and he ought o
be made to suffer some penalty appropriate to
his extraordinary conduct. The bringing to book
of ope such offender ought greatiy te discourage
the others and to go far toward ridding law-
abiding users of the highways of what is said
to have become 2 widespread abuse. We do not
want reckless and dangerous “scorching” on the
public reads. but neither do we want even the
most vicious “scorchers” dealt with in a way
which savors of brigandage or blackmail.
AN EVIL TENDENCY.

The vital statistics of New York &are gen-
erally encouraging. Year by year they show
a decreasing death rate, the resuit of increasing
attention to sanitary matters and of increasing
efficiency in the medical profession. The latest
report of the Health Commissicner estimates
an increase in the city's population from 1907
to 1908 of 137,250. Yet. with that increased
population the number of deatbs in 1908 was
gmaller by 6,133 than in 1907. That fact indi-
cates a material lowering of the death rate.

Unhappily, we are told that at the same time
{here was an increase of 282 in the-number of
suicides—an ominous and depressing circum-
stance. We do mnot know that it should be
called surprising, for it has long been known
that the number of suicides in the whole coun-
try is increasing. In 1890 it was 467 and in
1000 it was 529 in the 100,000 deaths. There
could scarcely be a worse tendency revealed
in vita! statistics than that which is set forth
by those figures.

Investigations and analyses of the causes of
self-destruction have often been made. Their
net result is always to indicate some unnatural
condition in the social organism, sometimes
econdmic, sometimes moral, sometimes Intel-
Jectual. Whatever it be. it deserves the most
careful consideration by sociologists, alienists |
and others.

i e s

THE NEWFOUNDLAND CRISIS.

Sir Robert Bond's resignation ends the first
chapter of the extraordinary political crisis
throngh which Newfoundland is passing and
whets curiesity to see what will happen on
Thursday next. when the colonial Legislature
meets sgain. The complications had their rise
a couple of years ago. when Sir Edward Mor-

quedion of wages on public works and became
the leader of the Opposition. The Prime Min-
ister affected to scorn the defection of his chief
lieutenant, but the next general election, which
oceurred last November, showed how sericus its
resylts were. In 1900 Sir Robert had won
thirty-two seats to the Opposition’s four, and
in 1904 he had won thirty to its six. But in
1008 he secured only eighteen to the Opposi-
tion’s eighteen. Luckily for him, all his Cabinet
ministers were re-elected among his eighteen,
and thus he was enabled to retain office, since,
although he would not have been able to vote
ministers into office, his opponents were un-
able to vote them out. The deadlock thus
maintained the existing status.

But, of course, that could not last long, and
as the fiscal year ends on June { , and the
budget must be voted befcre that time, the
Governor called the Legislature together at
an early date this month, so that there would
be time before June 20 for one of three things
to be effected. One was for Sir Robert Bond
to secure another vote, and thus elect his
Speaker and control the Legislature. which he
has obviously been unable to do. The second
is for Sir BEdward Morris to take office and
secure a nineteenth vote, and thus control the
Legislature, wWhich he is trying bhum may or
may not be able to do, the chances apparently
inclining in the latter direction. The third
course will be to dissolve the Legislature and
have 8 new one elected as speedily as possible.
But this last course would be adopted with
great rejuctance, since an election would dis-
turb business and cost much meney, and those
are things whick the colony cgn ill afford.

There is, of course, a possible fourth solution
of the difficulty, which is for Sir BEdward and
Sir Robert to unite in forming a coalition miny
istry. which would hold offic€ until a .more con-

seem to be the practical “nd patriotic thing to
de. but it is doubtful if it can he done, because
of the intense feeling which was aroused be-
tween the two leaders in the last campaign,
both politics and religion entering into their
antagonism, though, indeed, the religious sup-
port of each was strangely mixed. Sir Robert
Bond is an earnest Methodist, but he had the
active support of the Roman Catholic hierarchy
and carried lialf of the Catholic constituencles.

| Sir Edward Mosrris. on the other hand, is a

devout Roman Catholic, yet he was opposed
by the C;xZuho clergy and he carried a num-
ber of Protestant constituencles. If hLe be-
comes Prime Minister, he will be the first
Catholic to hold that oftice for many years. In-
deed, it is half a century since a man of that
faith was the leader of cne of the parties.
But after what has occurred in Canada in re-
cent years it is not strange to sce a (athelie
in Newtoundland leading a party of which the
majority are Protestants, aud it wonuld not he
revolutionary to have a Catholic fer Prime
Minister of a country whose population is two-
thirds Protestant.

SIGNS,

Few persons so far overcome the inherent
superstition of humanity as to disbelleve en-
tirely in signs. Even the mest ineredulous will
Leed the sign of the striped pole when In need
of a togsorial artist, and the sign of the over-
flowing schooner has led many a thirsty way-
farer into a baven of refuge. For those with
money to burn the wooden Indian is a sure
sign that the opporturity to smoke is at hand,
and the three gilded balls above a doorway are
a sure sign that an affectionate uncie is wait-
ing, for a consideration. to protect the valu-
ables of the giided youth.

At this season of the year signs of spring
are so numerous that even the householder
whose coal bill has been growing with mar-
veilous rapidity for many weeks begins 1o feel
their genial influence stealing over him. The
janitor becomes a little less {naccessibie and
haughty. The women In the parlor and the
maids over ihe back fence discuss the various
methods of housecleaning, and the head (so-
called) of the Liouse engages rooms at the club
at an indefinite time for an indefinite period. .\
stray fly creeps out of a crack in the wall and
buzzes lazily forth to survey the scene of his
last year's activitles. The life preservation sta-
tion staris a search for its ancient and honor-
abie hock Dbeer slgn, and the maternal hen,
which all the winter has refused to lay eggs at
4 cents apiece, now gathers three or four of
them together and starts in on a three weeks’
vi;:ii. in the hope of eventually bringing forth
a brood of seraggly chickens of uncertaim lin-
eage.

All these signs might pass unnoticed in the
office of a daiiy newspaper were it not for the
flood of spring poeiry, both prose and verse,
which starts with the first warm day in Feb-
rnary and continues until the last bhottle of
spring tonic has been sold. Men and women
who, during the greater part of the year, con-
Gact themselves with the most unimpeachable
propriety lose their grip and “dash off” a poem.
If there is any faith to be placed In signs, the
springtime is hard upon us, naturalists, blolo-
gists, govosehone prophets, followers of the
woodchuck and all other experts to the con-
trary notwithstanding.

) e S———
MONEY AND BUSINESS.

A material decline has taken place in stock
values in the last fortnight, and prices are now
moving toward a level which invites investment
purchases to return a satlsfactory income yield,
Heavy speculative ligquldation and aggressive
professional attacks upon the market in the

{

week just closed carried the general level of |

quotations te the lowest pbint reported since
last November, and incldentally strengthened
the technical situation by the establishment of
a large short account which was reflected in a
better range of figures in the final operations.
The readjustment of prices to a lower level was
entirely in line with conditions governing spec-
ulation, and did not represent selling by in-
vestors or any depreciation in the actual worth
of American railway and industrial securitles,
despite the warnings of bear interests that de-
moralization in the metal trades foreshadowed
acute disturbance in all lines of business. The
leading active-railroad shares ended the week at
an average price of 116.63, against 117.78 in the
week before, and the chief industrial issues at
81.08, a loss of 1.06. There was no noteworthy
falling off in the inquiry for first class raillway
mortgage bonds.

Money continues in light demand. and not-
withstanding the large return by the banks of
government funds, loan rates remain at ecasy
figures, with, however, indications of a better
price for accommodation at no remote period.
Clearing House reserves are well under the
totals of a month 2go, as a consequence Of na-
tional Treasury requirements and exports of
gold to South Americh, and as further govern-
ment financing must be done early iu the new
administration, while all indications suggest an
inerease in the mercantile inquiry that will aug-
ment to a material degree the business of local
lenders, firmer quotdtions seem in view. Com-
mercial paper offerings are somewhat heavier
than recentd reported, and the best names find
ready sale at from 875 to 43% per cent, according
to the date of maturity. Call money did not
zo above 2% per cent in the last week, with the
highest for time loans on mixed Stock Exchange
collateral for twelve months 4 per cent, and
2% to 3 per cent for ninety days. Foreign ex-
change has advanced under the influence of
heavy seiling of American securitlies for Euro-
pean account, but conditions at T.ondon and
Paris supply no inducement for gold shipments
from here, the Bank of I'rance having a plethora
of the metal, while the Bank cf England is
satisfving its needs from the weekly receipts of
South African gold and imports from Egypt and
the Continent.

Hoped for buoyancy in general trade condi-
tions is lacking, but a fair volume of business
is reported, a reflection of which is fou ' in
larger railroad earnings and expanding bank
clearings, the latter showing a gain for the last
week of more than 20 per cent over the same
time a year ago. Weakness in the metal mar-
kets has not encouraged heavy buying opera-
tions, though the course of prices, which are
moving in respouse to natural laws, insures
eventually the resumption of an active demand
from consumers who have been waiting for lower
quotations and for the elimination of the un-
certainty over the character of the changes in
the tariff readjuétment. The open market prin-
ciple in finished steel products has resulted in
marked reductions, except for rails, but rumors
prevail that a price basis of §25 a ton will soon
be established. Pig iron is dull at lower figures;
alse copper, for which the only demand at the
moment comes from foreign consumers. The
supply of surplus copper is rapidly Increasing,
and it is estimated that it will require months
of active buying to overtake production. Cop-
per trade interests nevertheless are not dis-
couraged over the outlook. Overproduction is
reported in the coal market, and large buyers
are not making contracts, believing lower prices
will develop. Curtailment in the coke industry
is under way.

Irregularity marks the drygoods market, some
lines showing extreme activity, while in others
a hand-to-mouth movement is reported. In cot-
ton goods the inquiry is confined largely to fall
requirements, though for nearby delivery the
request is fair. The general position of the
trade i=s sound, and secllers are looking forward
to a better demand in the near future as a con-
sequence of dwindling stocks in merchants’
tpnd:. The gpreater conservatism exhibited by
buyers is explained by the unsettiement in other

season for a mew election. That would |

[markets, which has bad a s _.pathetic effect

s
i
). ¥
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upon the drygeods trads; while, of courss, tarift
considerations serve to restrict operations.
Prices for cotten goods remain unchanged, and
those for print cloth yarn goods are lower. In
the West a fair retail trade is reported, while in
that part of the country geperal business ap-
pears to be mors advanced than it is in the
East, especially in farming sections, where buy-
ing power has been enormously increased as a
result of réecord breaking crops, which ave sell-
ing at high record prices. Cotion Exchange quo-
tations have not registered important changes
in recent days, and the volume of business ‘“has
been light, the market reflecting the absence of
developments of & nature to stimulate confideéhce
and revive an active demand fur varns and spot
cetton.

Wheat flour is firmer owing to the advance in
wheat prices, which last week reached the high-
est level of the year. and for several years. The
demand for flour, however, Is light, and largely
is of the active immediate requirement order.
In the cash wheat market the position is ex-
ceedingir strong at home and abroad, advantage
of which is being taken by powertul bull inter-
ests to advance the May delivery, which is
quoted (Saturday’s closing) at $1 223%. New
York, and $119, Chicago. Shipments from the
Argentine and Australia have been smaller than
s expected, and current indications suggest that
the greater part of the European demand will
have to be satisfied In this market as the year
advances. Winter wheat conditione in the
United States are promising. In the domestic
hide market weakness is still pronounced and
most sales are made at concessions. Shipments
of shoes from Boston show a gain over this
time last year, but spring contract deliverles are
about completed, and the outlook for new busi-
ness is not particuiarly encouraging.

In the selection of Rear Admiral Goodrich for
the newly created office of general inspector of
navy yards a happy choice has been made.
What he has accomplished in the way of consol-
idation at the New York yard, in conformity
with Secretary Newberry's recent policy, shows
his fitness for such duty elsewhere. His many
friends here, however, will be gratifled to learn
that the new responsibilities are not to be as-
sumed until his successor as commeandant re-
lieves him next May.

* S TR SR

A great opportunity to establish a precedent
and show what a mace is for was lost through
the Hon. John Wesley Gaines's quailing at the
last moment.

A

Speaker Wadsworth’s judgment of the Gov-
ernor’s primary plan {s that it would permit the
bosses to make the nominations and shift the re-
sponsibility for them upon the party voters at
large. TIf that should prove to be its effect, the
party at large would not accept that regponsi-
bility long, but would so fhange the system as
to have both the power and the responsibility.

e B

The declision to put buffers on the new side
door subway cars shows that after all the rough
usaga they have gone through subway pas-
sengers still retain a capacity to be hurt.

———

Though the possibility of steering a subma-
rina torpedo by means of Hertz waves needs no
“further demonstration, there is stili a question
concerning such performances which needs an
| answer. (an tha course of one of these pro-

Jectiles be followed accurately enough by any
one to make such attempts worth while?

- .

Wiien Niagara Falls was put under the guard-
fanship of the War Department by the Burton
law a limit was placed on the protection thus
assured. With the expectation that a perma-
| nent agreement between the United States and
Canada would be effected in the mean time, the
law was 80 phrased as to cease to operate on
the last day of next June. A treaty covering
this and allied matters was negotiated by Mr.
Bryca and Mr. Root two or threa months ago,
but iis ratification has been &0 long dela_ o4 that
the date of the final adjustment of the questions
involved is now extremely uncertain. Hence
the proposition of the River and Harbor Com-
mittee of the House to extend the provisfons of
the Burton law for two years is to be com-
mended.
)

THE TALK OF THE DAY.

Ex-Mayor John Boyd Thacher of Albany, who
died there last week, was one of a hastily formed
company of boys from the Albany Academy who
marched with the procession on the day when Pres-
ident-elect Lincoln was In Albany on his way to
be inaugurated. His father, who was Mayor of
Albany at the time, rods In the carriage with Mr,
Lircoln.

Waiter (whose attention has been called t
gross 1l-rrgr in addition)—Very sorry, sir; bg( e‘::e:
if you hadn’t found out the mistake, ti y
have benefited, not me. ¥ R

Diner—Then you have no excuse!—Punch.

An account of the methiois of two rival cinemato-
graph proprietors in the same street is given by a
Paris paper. After adopting In turn all up-to-date
methods to attract the clientele of the other, one
showman, designated X, inserted a somewhat im-
posing advertisement In a newspaper, with the
orthodox coupon with the following notice: ‘“‘Please
detach this coupon. On presentation at the box
office the proprietor, X, will give a reduction of o0
per cent on each tickel.” Y, the rival, was, like
Mrs. Gllpin, “a careful soul,” =0 he hit upon an
ingenious plan eof checkmating X, and inserted
under N's advertisement the following: *Y's nu-
merous friends are informed that if they present
X's coupons at X's box office they will be admitted
at half price,’”” thereby saving the cost of the
space, occupied by the coupon of X.

Overheard in a Pl cadiliy restaurant last week:
Sillicus—] never send a man on a fool's errand.
T‘Lt:yg‘icus—ho; it's a better plan to go vourself. -

-Bits.

Dr. Ell Stillman Bailey, of Chicago, who an-
nounced In an address before the Southern Homeeo-~
pathie convention at New Qrleans that he had dis-
covered a substitute for radium, which he ealls
radio-thor, and which, he says, will be almost as
‘theap as lead, is recognized as one of the leading
authorities in Chicago on radium. He was grad-
uated from Hahnemann Medical Coilege in 1878
Dr. Balley was born in 151 in Little Geneseo, N. Y.

“Do you understand political economy "

“I do,”” answered the member of the appropria-
tions committee. “‘Political economy s the art of
getting other people to economize so that vour own
constituents can have liberal consideration.”—
Washington Star.

A hard blow at politeness on streetcars in Massa-
chusetts was struck by the Supreme Court of that
state a few days ago. Tn a damage suit the court
held that If a passenger on a crowded streetcar
gets off momentarily to permit other passengers to
alight, and in getting on again is injured by the
sudden starting of the car, he cannot recover from
the street rallway company where there is a rulo
under whicl passengers ride on the platform at
thelr own risk. 1

“You need a man to show you how to make
money."” A My b h %

“I've got one. My boss shows me how it's don
but he won't let me do it.”"—Cleveland lLeader. E

When it was reported two years ago that Oscar
Wilde had been seen allve at Florence many papers
copled the story. At that time a man who bore a
striking resemblance to Wilde was seen in the
streets of that city. But It was discovered that the
man, whose name happened to be Wild, was not even
a relative of nim who died in Parls in 1900. “The
latest report of a similar nature came from Turin,™
gays the “Matin," “but for this there was an ex-
cuse—a small one! The man in Turin was Wiide's
son Vivante, and one can well imagine how ‘vivant'
can be construed as ‘ilving.” If a newspaper cor-
respondent should telegraph from Turin ‘Vivant
Garibaldi’ or ‘Bismarck’ or ‘Gladstone’ false im-
pressions might also follow. The name was the
cause this time.”

Messenger Boy—Does yar boss object to yer put-
ting ver feet on de desk and smoking cigareites?

Office Boy—Naw; he tells me (o do it sometimes,

Messe! Bgl)’r——An' when is dat?

Office Boy—When his creditors are due. He wants
‘em to think he is out.—Cbicago News.

LETTERS TOTHE EDITOR

AT WESLEYAN.

THE ‘‘CO-EDS”’

Views of an Opponent of the Order Exclud-
ing Women from University.

To the Edltor of The Tribune.

Sir: Wesleygn University, by the action of its
trustees vesterday in New Yerk City, has reached
a very Interesting If not a critical period in its
histery.

In 1872 four voung women entered the freshman

mitted to every entering clsss, though not in large
numbers.

For many vears nothing but commendation was
heard over the presence of these women at the
universily. After a number of years suddenly

ence there was developed.
1t was Immedlately made very “hot” at Wesleyan
for these yvoung wemen by the “gentlemen” of the

been treated with scant courtesy.

At their clubliouse they have been so annoyed
by “gentlemen’ undergraduates that it was neces-
sary to eall on the police to protect them. In class

student bedy, and these young women have since |

class and were duly graduated with honors in 1876,
Year after year until now women have been ad-

HENRY B. BLACKWELL

Dorchester, Mass., Feb. 28, 1908.
‘“WOMAN AND THE REPUBLIC.”

 History of Movement, Not of Persens, Says

and unexpectedly a spirit of hostility to their pres- |

Writer of Book.

! To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: In reply to the remarks of J. R on a notice
of my book, “"Woman and the Republic.” T have
this to say: That book was written to call the at-
tention of American men and wemen to the rise,
progress and present dencies of the suf-
frage movement. In every instance where I make
) ing up I have done so from actual quota-

gatherings, In public exercises, at the ¢
ment exercifes, and on every possible oecasion, the
greatest discourtesy has been shown them.

Now the trustees have decided that after 1509
no wemen shail be admitted to the university. Their
action is bound to awaken bitter an®igonism. The
patrons of the university, imany of her best
patrons, have been saying, because of the treat-
ment the women have received, “If my daughters
cannot be decently treated at Wesleyan my sons
shall not go there.” and many have heen ment else-
where. What now will these, and a larger num-
ber of patrons, say? »

Many of us interested in Wesleyvan have often
wondered why such hostility has developed, and
that so suddenly, to the prescnce of women at Wes-
leyan, and why these undergraduate “gentlemen”
were o bold and constant in their discourtesy to
these ladies. It has seemed {mpossible to some
of us that these things could occur unless encour-
aged and Inspired by some influence higher than
the student body. In studying these matters the
conclusion has been forced upon us that somebody
in the faculty, among her controiling splrits, must
have alyly and persistently inspired and fostered
this hostility. Thess “gentleman” students would
not have dared to go as far as they have did they
not have a feellng of assurance that the ruling
spirits over them were in heart with them.

Tt is suggested by the trustees who Liave resolved
against women at the university that a separate
college for women may be founded in connection
with Wesleyan University. To some this might
appeal a8 a wise conclusion, but to many others it
will seem exceedingly unwise, a useless waste of
time, labor and money. Why found a separate
college at great expense? If the women cannot
RO to Wesleyan thera ara already founded and
well established colleges for women—why not go
to these, instead of going to mo great expense of
founding and maintaining another? The possessors
of wealth will think many times before giving
their money and support to such an unnecessary
enterprise.

Altogether, it is a very interesting state of af-
fairs that has '»en precipitated by the trustees of
Wesleyan by their action in New York yesterday,
and I imagine the end is not yet. It is a serious
question whether the agitators of this movement
ought not to be looked after very sharply, and, If
these agitators are found in the faculty, whether
they should ngt, for the peace and good of Wes-
leyan, be speedily removed.

GRADUATE OF WESLETAN.

Syracuse, N. Y., Feb. 27, 1800.

WOULD AID EDUCATIONAL WORK.

Senator Flint's Bill to Make Treasures of |

Geological Survey Generally Available.
To the 1ditor of The Tribune. |
Sir: On January 28 Senator Frapk P. Flint, of
California, gave notice in the United States Senate, |
I in conformity with the rules, of his intention to
offer an amendment to the sundry civil appropria-
tion bill which is deserviug of the indorsement of
sclentific and educational Institutions and indl-
viduals throughout the country. Its object Is to |
make avallable for general educational use the
treasures of illustrative material In possession of
the United States Geological Survey. The survey has
about three thousand selected negatives of subjects |
{llustrating the geology, topography and scenery of
the United States. They rauge all the way from
small fossils to mountain ranges, and include the
wonderful natural formation of the Yellowstone,
Grand Canyon, Yosemite and similar features of
picturesque America. They have been collected by |
some of the first authorities on the subjects por- |
traved, at the expense of the general government,
and belong to the people of the United States, but
except for their comparatively limited use in gov-
ernment publications they are useless. This un-
fortunate situation is regretted by no one more
than by the officlals of the Geological Survey them-
selves, but they are heipless in the matter without
the ald of legislation. When a teacher or any one
else applies to the survey for coples of these pict-
ures, the survey finds itself In this predicament:
The appropriations for i{ts work are limited, and
if, under pres:>nt ccnditicns, it should supply the
copy asked for, {ts flnancial resources would be
depleted to the extent of the cost of the pictures
supplied, for the reason that it is required to turn
back into the general Treasury of the United
States the income derived from such sales.

1t is proposed, therefore, by Senator Flint to
amend the sundry civil bill so as to provide that
the director of the Geological Survey shall here-
after furnish to any person, concern or institution,
in the interest of education and the dissemination
of knowledge, that shall pay in advance the whole
cost of the materials and services !nvolved, copies
of any photographs or lantern slid2s in the pos-
session of the United States Geological Survey, and
the money received by the director for the same
shall be deposited in the United States Treasury
to the credit of the appropriation for *‘geological
maps of the United States” of the Geological Sur-
vey. The effect of this amendment will ba that the
income from such sales, instead of going back,_
into the general Treasury of the United States,
will be deposited in the Treasury to the credit of
the survey, and can be turned over and over dur-
ing the year as a temporary wordlng fund wiih-
out any depletion of the general appropriation for
the survey. At the end of the filscal year tha bal-
ance on hand, {f any, would revert to the general
Treasury of the United States.

As the present Congress will end on March
as the sundry civil blll wil! come up for considera-
tion within a few days, 1 ventures to suggest that
heads of educational and scientifle Institutions and
individual educators write either to the Senators
from their respective states, inviting their co-
operation in securing this amendment, or to Sen-
ator Flint himself. at Washington, commending
his amendment. EDWARD HAGAMAN 1TALL,

New York, Feb. 20, 1009.

SRESEHES S, S
FROM SARATOGA SPRINGS.
To the Bditor of The Tribune.

Sir: An {tem In your musical notes says that Ro-
meo Fenton is a natlve of Saratoga. He is a
native of the town of Saratoga Springs. The town
of Saratoga adjoins the town of Saratoga Springs
on the east. I would let this pass only that “we
‘uns” have got tired of The Tribune's reference to
tkis place as Saratoga—as though it had not time
or space for the Springs. SARATOGTAN,

Saratoga Springs, N. Y., Feb. 21, 1909.

AN = A
SCIENCE AND SUFFRAGE.
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: New York is to be congratulated upon its
greater liberality and courtesy toward the advo-
cates of equal suffrage than was shown by Massa-
chusetts at the recent suffrage hearings. At Al-
bany they were welcomed' to hold their overflow
meeting in the Assembly hall; in Boston the use
of the Representatives’ hall was refused them and
they were forced to hold l!ﬁlr meeting on the State
House steps, and finally, driven from there, had to
conclude their meeting on Boston Common. At
the suffrage meeting in Boston Professor Sedgwick,
of the New England Institute of Technology, ar-
gued against woman suffrage on the ground that
civilization tends to differentiate women and men,
assigning each to separate occupations nnd duties
One would have supposed, to hear him, that woman
suffrage prevails in the Indiar wigwam and the
Turkish harem. But this differentiation of the
sexes In civilized society is regarded by suffragists
as itself the strongest possible argument for
women's enfranchisement. Precigely hecause women
are unlike men, both by heredity and environment
we affirni that men cannot fully and faicly r'pre-
sent women, nnd that wemen need votes in order

¢ and

to represent themseives. Women us & class have

tions. Let J. R. read (quoted in my book) what
Mr. and@ Mrs. Stanton have t9 say about religion,
marriage and the home in thelr connection with
the woman suffrage movement. and then make up
her own mind concerning the opinions of the mother
of geven children. Furthermore, I was writing the
history not of persons but of a movement. Every
movement must work oyt to iis legitimate con-
clugion, and usually it sweeps along with it many
who enter it with no conception of its true nature.
Not infrequently those who are believed to be
leaders are mpercly being led. J. R. mentions Mrs.
Catt, and asks whether she, “whom the suffragists
of the world have elevated to the highest position in
their power as president of the Intermational Suf-
frage Alliance,” is “a true leader or not?” I think
that shie is not; that she is being led by a force sha
has nct been able to measure. .

It is not possible for Mrs. Catt to carry on her
work in the Euyropean countries to which she has
Kone without doing it in connection with socialists,
becanuse the woman suffrage movement in those
lands is In the hands of the radical element, which

| openly s=cks to abclish marriage and the individual

home, and to whom socialism is religion.
“Abolition of religion, forsooth!” exclaims my
eritic. “Is not the president of the National
American Woman Suffrage Assoclation, the Rev.
Anna Shaw. a regularly ordained minister of the
Methodist Church?” I believe she f=. But the Rev.
Anna Shaw cannot be called a true leader of any
moveme “* that is based on a fundamental truth as
to gove.nment. ] heard her speak yesterday at a
joint suffrage hearing in the New York Legisiaturs,
and the revelation of her opinion was an amaze-
ment to many besides me. She vehemently as-
sured those gentlemen of the Judiciary Committee
that govermment is not based on the power to
establish and maintain the results of the vote; that
it is not based on intelligence, or upon virtue, or
upon any quality of man or woman. She said it
was based on the broad principle of humanity. “T.”
she sald, “‘am & human being, with human rights;
therefore Y should vote.” This is essentially the
principle of anarchy—each individual a law unto
himself. It was from iawlessness like this that the
original human being began to advance into order
and obedience to law-to self-surrender and sur-
render to society for advantage of the whole. A
selfish and arrogant self-assertion is the human
fafling which the suffrage movement most ecasily
fosiers HELEN KENDRICK JOHNSON.
New York, Feb. 25, 1300,

WHAT THE PARTY HAS DONE.

| To the Editor of The Tribune.

8ir: In spite of protesting predilection for part™
organization, Messrs. Root and Hughes strike a
stunning blow at the Republican organigation. 1t
is an unmerited blow. It s ungrateful Tt s
demagogic. Jt is cruel. It is absurd. There s o
logical raison d'8tre for the direct nominations
bill on any other hypothesis than this—that the
organization is so evil that reform is a necessity.
This i{s clearly implied in the speech of Gevernor
Hughes and fn his previous attacks. Turn on the
spot light, like a flash, and let the canvas pre-
sent the martyred patriots, Lineoin, Garfleld ani
McKinlev, nominated and given to the eocuntry b
the organization of the Republican party. Moze
on the pictures, and let us behold Roosevelt, Root,
Hughes, Taft! Are they mnot ali—all honorabie
men?

What dire calamity now threatens the nation
from such seiections? Who is the dangerous man?
What evil men are now in power, plited by the
Republican organization? Or what measures have
been enacted or urged. In state and nation, which
warrant an appeal to the people that they should
pass sentence of condemnation upon the Repub-
lican organization? Has not the maintenance of
the Union been a beneflit” Is not the protective
tariff a benefit to the nation? Or has the navy,
needed for national defence, been so treacherously
neglected that we must needs “arouse the mult!-
tude to mutiny and rage.” create a virtual revelun-
tion, and thus embark in wildly experimental paths
of public policy? MICHAEL CORCORAN.

Brooklyn, Feb. 28, 1909,

e
A SEA LEVEL LAMENT.
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: Our whole country has been thrilled by the
completion of thte wonderful voyage of our great
battleships around the world. At this moment o*
triumph it is fitting that our thoughts shouid turn
to our next great enterprise—the completion of tha
Panama Canal. Our experts have already given in
their verdict. Our dumb millions have no veice in
the matter. They know nothing about the Gatun
dam or the Culebra cut. A few of them, Indeed,
know that the harbors of the world place strict
limits to the depth of great steamships. but place
no Umits en their length and breadth. These few
also know that the length and breadth of grea®
steamships keep on increasing vear by year. A*
the present rate of increase great ocean liners 1.0
feet in length will be built inside of the presemt
century. But deen down in the hearts of all our
dumb millions lies the secret instinet that tells
them that a sea level canal is an enterprise of the
first class, worthy of the grandest efforts of =&
great nation. but that a lock canal Is an enterprisa
of the second class and unworthy of a great na-
tlon. If the dumb appeal of all our millions is dis-
zegarded 1t will not need a prophet to forecast tha
sure verdict of history, voicing, as it wili, the con-
tempt of each succeeding century for a work
which should have been built for all time. But
which became obsolete within a few short vears.

Syracuse, Feb. 24, 1%9. S. R. CALTHROP.

—m————

POSTAL SAVINGS BANKS BENEFITS.
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: The opposition to the postal sa\ings banks
comes especially from those of the banking inter-
ests, and the fight is made strenuously by thoas
interested in savings banks, prompted doubdtless by
a feeling of self-interest. Their contention is that
the government of the United States would bs n
competition agalnst tiiem and would deprive them
of their depositors. Unfortunately, this argument
could be made, and was made, when the gov-
ernment took upon jtself the pestal system. The
postal savings banks are not experimental, becauss
they are being used In other countries successfully
and have not put out of business private enter-
prises in the banking business. The truth is, that
instead of their belng detrimental to the savinge
banks, it {8 a matter of experfence with others that
they have been beneficial to this extent—they have
been the custodians for those of small means who
have refused to deposit their savings In banks not
under government control.

Postal savings banks would be used in communi-
tles where private enterprises would not find suffi-
cient r ation to D them for conm-
ducting a bank. A still stronger reason for postal
banks would be that such banks, owing to the low
rate of Interest paid by them, would collect funds
in a emall way, and when these sums were of suf-
ficlent amount, they would be reinvested In an M-
stitution that would pay a larger percentage of in-
terest. And, lastly, they would reach a ciass of
people whose earnings have never encouraged them
to save. BELA TOKAJL

New York, Feb. 23, 1900,

——— . :

AN ENJOYER OF SMALLEY LETTERS
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: T am writing this to tell you that T enjoy
the dvrticles written by Mr. Smalley as published
In The Sunday Tribune, and look forward te them
with pleasure. His acquaintance with eminent and
prominent men has been o extensive that he must
be better qualifiel than meost of the men aow
living to talk about them in an enter‘aining way.
Binghamton, N. Y., Feb. 26, 1309. G ALK
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