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Sir: On February 26 myself and Mrs. Attftia
passed ii.:sixty-fourth wedding anniversary. I

am in my eighty-sixth year and Mrs. Austin Is ia
her eighty-first. We are still taking the doil/
Tribune. L E. AUSTIN.

liupert, V:. March 1. 1303

STILL READING. THE TRIBUNE.
T.> the Bd '

Sir: Ihave been a reader of your paper fOrmaß~f
years. Your editorial in The Tribune of March S

about taxing franchises meets my hearty approval,

as it expresses ?>\u25a0• much hard, common sense, for
by all principles "of Justice the real or poofbls

earning power should control the assessment valua

...f a franchise; and Iwish to ask your opinion 0*
the justness In the following case;

We have here an electric light plant, capitalized
at (0.000. We had also a splendid equipment aa

••
machinery. *tc.. and put out nearly the sum of
£5.000; all told. Itnow more than pays the runnlrs
expenses for. say. five months of the year. but.

dees not pay during the balance of the year, ani
Itis necessary to keep it Inoperation for the win-

ter residents and for street lighting. Until last
year it has been run at an actual loss, and ha»
never paid or earned a dividend of more than 1

per cent for the total period of Its existence. Sa

the stock has merely & nominal value, nest o
nothing, and the company owes so much money

that it will be years before any sura can be real-

ized. The state board has estimated it at C"^10-
but by much labor on the part o? our oScers it

has been reduced to B3.'X»\ to which Is *d4a*
$13,000 for tangible property (land, build' »"'3

plant). We have to pay taxes. Amounting last ye*""

to over $535, besides a state tax of about 152
Really. the franchise Is worth nothing at ail. a"d

the company Is a t«neflcent corporation, in fact.
This asprtemer.t has been imposed on us year

after year, so thai It Is not only a "sample"' but

the "r-'al eoods" dfalt out by our state board: and
considered as an indication of the kr.owledga. jus-

tice and fairness of our honorable board. Is It*nX
wonder thai the courts are full of contests «•
franchises? JOSEPH S. OSBORXE.

East Hampton. N. V. March 4. I>J{).

TAXATION AND FRANCHISES.

SOCIAL NOTES FROM NEWPORT.
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IN THE BERKSHIRES.
[ByTelegraph to The I"•^\u25a0••J

Lenox, March 6.—Mr. and Mrs. Wmban B. a
Field and William A. Delano tave been la LeEOX
examining the work en their country house, whics

Is under constracttcn.
Many rentals are being: made. Dr. and Mrs.

William Anr.stror.R have leased Tha Pcplars, of

Samuel Froth tagftitm; Mrs. Htr.ry D:bc!ee, of Chi-
cago. wUI occupy Mrs. William B. Bacoa'a villa.
Rock Lawr.:Mrs. Geerse P. KSr.? has leaded Fair
Acres, the estate of Peyton Van Rer.sse'.aer. ia

Stockhridge; Frederick Ball haa leased Deepdene.

the country place of Dr.Francis P. Kir.nicnt.

Aiiother I<ir?e country rlace will be built is tha
Tyringhatn Valley. Mrs. Robert "W. Cha?ir.. of

Lor.don. has bought the Gardener farm of ::•>
acres, and willerect a country house, to cost $100.-

000. The Chaplns formerly otmed Norwrooi Es-

tate. In Lenox, which they sold to Marshall Ker-

nochan

Two days later the Loomis Sanatorium Guild wi;l

give its annual chocolatiere for the bene^t of the

Loomis Sanatorium Annex at the Ka*a. and dur-
ing the course of the entertainment chocolate w!U

be dispensed by a number of young sir's arrayed

In the costum© worn by the chocolati^re of the

famous painting of that name. In the Royal Picture
Gallery at Dresden. Among them win be Slisa
Vera Onativia, Miss Gladys Rooseve'.t. Miss
Eleanor, Miss Katharine and Miss Virginia Duane.
Miss Antoinette Heekscher. Miss Hester Da via and
Miss Leonie Alexandre.
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Mr. and Mrs. Paul G. Thebaud. -who have been
visiting Canada, have returned ar.d ar» at their
place at White Plains for the spring.
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Mrs. W. K.Vanderbilt. jr., who has bee- ?pens>
lnga few dayg at Washington, returns to town to-

morrow afternoon to busy her?e!f with the d»tail»
cf the entertainm-nt which she is organizing la
b"half of the Lisa Day Nursery, ar.d which, cca-
sisting of tableaus and son^s. Is to be given at

th^> Plaza en March 2C.

Mr. and Mrs. Oliver Harrlmar.. Mr. e=d Mra,
Thomas Hitchcock. Jr.. Mr.and Mr* Robert Bacoa.
Mr. a-.d Mrs. C. Oliver fasl and Harold Vandor-
bilt are among those at Alken, where Mr. aad
Mrs. Harry Payne Whitney are asset missed. For
they have given up their plan cf spending March
at their place there, and are sailing very shortly
for England, where Harry Payne Whitney -aril* cap-
tain an American polo team hi the various polo
tournaments at Ranelagh, Hurlingharn. etc They
expect to remain abroad the entire e-im=er ar.d
fall, going to their place in Yorkshire for the au-
tumn shooting season. They are not expected to
take part in the post-Ler.ten seascn on Long Isl-
and or the summer season at Newport.

Sunday, and among the dinners itet fa* to-aifht »one to be given by Mrs. John JR. Dre«l at hathouse in East 62d street.

Bishop Courtney oSlciated yesterday afters 3«n at
the wedding of Joseph BaDestler gtaasalt jr.. to
Miss Jacquelyne Keliev at the East S3d street 'haaa
of her parents, Commander J. D. Jerpold Kel'.ey
U. S. V. and Mrs. Kelley. The bride,' arrayed la
white satin crepe trimmed with old point lac«
and with a veil of tulle combined with lacs, car-
ried a bouquet of whl:e lilacs and liH»s-o;-tie-
valley. She was attended by her two sisters,* Mlam
Muriel and Miss Nathalie Kelley. In frocks c*pal*green chiffon over white satin, embroidered wits
flowers in pastel shades and gold. Their pletara
hats were of white lace, with Cowers To match the
costumes, and each carried a shower bouquet of
mauve lilacs and pink roses. Charles T. Roase.iwas his brother's best man. The bridegroom la anephew of the late Governor Warn E. Russell
of Massachusetts and a member of the Somersst
and Union clubs, of Boston. After the heseymoo*,
which will be spent in the South, the ne-»-y mar-
ried couple win make their home a: Carr/orldge,
Mass. Among those invited to the wedding w»r«
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph B. Russell, Mr and Mrs.
Henry E. Russell, Mrs. Arent Schurler Cnrwnia-
shield. Mr. and Mrs. Theodore Roosevelt Pel!, illss
Beatrice Benjamin. Miss Amy Baker, Rear Admi>a>
and Mrs. W. S. Cowles, Dr. and Mr» Clarence a

}:.\u25a0 Miss Gladys Rice, Mr and Mrs. Frederick (X
Bourne. Mr. and Mrs. J. Victor Oaatlvla, Jr.. *-£
Mr and Mr?. Charles Scrfbner.

Many well known faces, however, are missed
from the boxes of the parttm? row there ; for
people have begun to leave for Europe, some bound
for London, som<s for Paris, but the majority of
them *xnk«>d for the South of France and for Italy.

The American contingent on the Riviera is particu-

larlylars* this spring. The presence ofKingEdward
at Biarritz, where he arrives to-morrow evening

for a three or four wee) stay, Js likewise attract-

ing many to that picturesque and bracing French
seaside resort within easy motoring distance of the
Spanish frontier. Among those who have sailed

are Mi and Mrs. Frederick \V. Vanderbilt, Mrs. W.

Seward Webb, Mr. anJ Mrs. Newbold Morris. Mrs.
Povereux" Clapp. Mr. and Mrs. Stuyvesant Fish.

Mr. and Mrs. Frederick C. Havemeyer, Mr. and

Mrs. James Brown and Miss Angelica S. Brown.
Albert Gallatln and Louis VTebb. while Alfred G.
Vanderbilt, who only arrived here from Liverpool
on Friday. sails again for England this week.——

i

Others again are off to the Pacific Coast, to

Aiken. to Palm Beacn and to other Southern re-
sorts in search of sunnier weather than that with

which N.m York has been afflicted durins the last
few days. At Palm Beach are Mr. and Mrs. Regi-

nald C. Vanderbilt. Mr and Mrs. Payne Whitney.

Mr. and Mrs. Anaon Ph-lps Stokes, Mr and Mrs.

A. D. Jullllard. Mr. and Mrs. Hugh J. ChishoUn.
Mrs. J. Frederic fOrnochan, Mrs. Poultney Bige-

low and h>r daughter. Miss Dorothy Bigelow ;Miss

Eweretta Whitney. Mrs. Frederick Edey and Mr.

and Mrs. Pauldlng Fosdick, who were married
only the other day.

As usual at this time of the year, country seats

are beginning to be opened in the vicintty of Sfew
York, and are the scene of merry house parties

for the week end. This is especially the case on
Lung Island where the spring hunting season would

have opened during the last weds had it net been

for the abominable weather. The Meadow Brook

hounds are now under Ike mastership of Maxwell
Stevenson, who Has succeeded Samurl Will- • and

large •\u25a0.-Ids and brisk runs are looked for from

now on. Tuxedo also prest-ms a seme of life and

animation Just at present. Most of the cottages

are occupied by their owners, and on Saturdays

and Sundays the clubhouse- is crowded.

Following the example of Mayfair. In London.
New York social seems to have adopted Sunday

as a favorite day for dinner parties at home, ari<l
possibly owing to this, the Sunday evening enter-

tainments at the leading restaurants, which were
in vugtie a few winters agOi haw- now to a great
extent gone out of fashion. Most of the series •\u25a0*

dinners which Mrs. Mackay has been giving at her
hoi.s.4 iii Madison avenue during ihe winter, din-
ners followed by musicals, have taken place on
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IN WASHINGTON SOCIETY.
[From The Tri>t:n« Bureau

"
Washington. March S.-Mr. and Mrs. Ten Eyck

Wendell gave a dinner to-nij?ht In honor of Mr. and
Mrs. Henry Burden, cf New York. Among the
K'Jests were Mr. ar.d Mrs. Henry TV". Taft. ex-Sen-
ator and Mrs. John B. Henderson. Mrs. Frederick
Benedict and the Misses Cameron, daughters of
tr.e late Sir Roderick Cameron, of New York.
Mr. and Mrs. Herbert Wadsworth gave a large

dinner to-night.
Mr. and Mrs. Larz Anderson entertained the

Misses Harriet and Catherine Anderson, nieces of
President and Mrs. Taft. at a large musical re-
ception to-night. Miss Helen Taft, Miss Louise
Taft a;id Rotert Taft were among the numerou3
guests.

The Vice-President and Mrs. Sherman were the
guests at dinner last night of Mr. and Mrs. Thomas
K. Wash. The other guests were the Italian Am-

bassador and Bareness Mayor dcs Planches, the
French Ambassador and Mme. Jusserand, ex-Gov-
ernor and Mrs. Herrick, Representative ar.d Mr^.
Loagworth. Mr. and Ml Charles P. Taft, Mr. and
Mrs. William F. Draper. Mr. and Mrs. Percy

Morgan, of Kan Francisco; Mr. and Mrs-
Graham. Mr. and Mrs. A. Lanfear Norrie, of New
York; Mrs. Woicott, Mrs. Rush Huidekoper, Mrs.
Stick, Miss Kohlnson, Miss Wetinore. Chester A.
Arthur, o£ Colorado Springs; Major T. B. Mott.
Frederick W. Martin, of New York; John Barrett.
Mr. Schxoldlapp, of Cincinnati, and Mr. and Mrs.
Edward B. McLean.

The British Ambassador and Mr;. Bryce left here
yesterday for a Western trip of soir.e length.

The Sw^dl^h Minister md Mme. de La?<=rcrantz
entertained at dinner last night In honor of
Countess de Paude. of New York, their house guest

for the week.
The Persian Minister ha? as his> guest until Sun-

day H. H. Topakyan. recently appointed by the
Shan Consul General at New York.

The Belgian Minister and Baroness Moncheur
had a? dinner g-.;psts the Russian Ambassador, S*n-
Rtor dv Pont. Mr. and Mrs. Bo irke Cockran. Rep-
resentative and Mrs. Dwlght, Mr. and Mr?. Beek-
man Wlnthro;) and Miss B'^ardman.

The Danish Minister and Count?ss Moltke had a
largre dir.n-r party to-nisrht.

THE DIPLOMATIC CORDS.
[From Th? Tribune Bur-au.1

Washington, March 6.—The Brazilian Ambassa-
dor and Mrr.e. N'abuco save a larg*» dinner to-night.

Their guests Included the German Ambassador and-----
B^rnstorf?, the Turkish Ambassador.

Senator Kean. Mi?s K'an, and the Hon. Maud
Pauncefote.

President and Mrs. Tart's darner jr^-.ns \u25a0\u25a0

Included Mr. and Mrs. Charles P

By Mcnday nearly all the relatives and mem-
bers of the President's family who came for the
Inauguration will have departed. Robert Taft. the
eldest son of the President, returned to Yale; Him
Hel?n T^ft and Charles Taft will resume their
studies a- Bryn Mawr and Watertown, respectively."

on Monday, and Henry W. and Horace Taft left
here for their homes to-day. Mr. and Mrs. Charles
P. Tafc and children and their gutsts willremain a
few days longer.

Six members of the President's Cabinet were
sworn In by Chief Justice Tuller, of th* Supreme

Court of the United States, at 10:15 a. m. In the
Cabinet room. Secretaries Knox. Meyer. Wilson,

Ballinser and Naßel and Postmaster General Hitch-
cock signed the oath. The only persons at the cert-

mony, which was devoid of formality, were Secre-
tary Carpenter, Senator Burton. John Barrett and
RlchinJ Harlan.

AT THE WHITE HOUSE.
[From The Tribune Bureau.]

Washington, March President Tafi's secon.l
day !n ofHce was even more strenuous than his first,

visitors by the thousand flocking in: the office
buildings and the Executive Mansion. Many clubs
and organizations were received to the East Room.
Including the Brooklyn Union League Club. An-.on?

those who shook hands with the President were
Senators Aldrich, Burton. Dolliv-?r, Burkett. Bur-

rows. Smith, Bankhead, Fraxier. Martin. Lodg".
Foster, McEnery, Hopkins, Carter. Warner, Nel-
son and Milton; Representatives Alexander, V.'an-
ger. Fowler, Scott. Slaughter, Driscoll. Benn»t. 01-
cott and Grant; Governors Quinby, I>neen and
Wlilson; also, members of the Conservation Com-
mittee on Co-operation, headed by ex-Governor
Pardee, of California: Seth Bullock ami Marcus
Braun, of the Hungarian Republican Club, of New
York, who told President Taft that he had been
elected an honorary member.

LXFOKCJSG THEATT OBLIGATIOXK.
A:i important reform which President Taft

huiH-s tv see credited To Li* administration is

the assertion, through lejr'slstlon. of the fed-
«raJ govrrnme;.- power to enforce treaty ob-
licatiba*. That Is one of the federal powers
i trhicl» hrs set allowed to remain latent, and

the omission to apply Ithas more than once
'

serioTi«"y,_erabarT2sse<l th«» United State*. As

a nation sccep*-inc treaty favors from other
na tines, this country has oft had to confess
that It*dees not gsaranlee to aliens the sam?
rijriits and protection which it asks for Its own
citizens In alien jurisdictions. The treatie-
\u25a0whira ire -igr with other px>wers impose what

are apparently i^unial -'--"'when
:the pinch races th* barprain 5s found to have

l*«'E on«-sidf»d. W* do not give \u25a0 quid pro quo
For other govern are in a position t<
compel tLe'.r citizens or subjects to rospe<-t

;treaty premises, while an administration at

'Washln^toa lias to intrust the execution of !t«
. pieds— to uaf'ertaiu arencies q;iite beyond its

costroL
Thronzh <»ur failure to prnvlJe machinery

t«? secant* the t.bsrrvan<f of trtfities we iir.ur

tie ieproach cf j=h';ftless:ic«<= and srEoi»<>n-<i-
blllty. Ocr policy ler^os To the «-ivi] : •rini

insl o*rarfc« of tLe state* the execution of laws
$D T.biclj an alien wrc::c:e.! in pc-rson or prop-
erty.must appeal. Th? statos are presume*! to

\u25a0 ££t ns tjie ff3em! covernment"« rfpresfnta-

tirss In grainy redress. But the federal cov-
*tnmc7it c^stiot re^iil^te tte actions of it*pro-
'unm'jiiire*ppprc*rntatives, hjk! if they neple^t

cr iffcEn* t«» do their tluty th? cation has n»»
reaordy ,and i^nst 'confess to .an .npcrievcU

ddlrzzzxt jialion that tho treaty r;;rli:s which
ils ci?iie!» or si:bjects art* supposed to enjoy

ben* 3J* Knl'jpct to the veto of a lwcnl power
.not"'if"party to the original treaty contract.
I*iii:i:enrtt;rr.n ftAto in^y ondeftake to iwss
ju<d enforce Icpishiuon nnlllfyins the trc-tty
'ripltis crsntcd to f«rp!^:iers. and tli» federal
cxir*9'iii12*'»st hi* at i<r*«><"iit an convenient
incaiis at uKt«tiu? Its -«;*rwr authority. Ir-

r**parab!<* harui vni?Lt l>e d"ue by h state*
trltfeara'ttinp treaty rights from th<* alienv
within, its jnrisJictijn iK?fore the question of
irs 6Sitfc'-r

-
or lack of authority thns to le^is-

Xcie lii«kr2anc« of. treaty obii^ntiams could be
dcl;a*'«*!r «*Ti!t>d.*

Inhi* *J*zastiral.nsl'Jro* rrcsident Taft advo-
cite«]p»V assertion of tin; iaacren; federal power

FREXCH TARIFF REVISION.
The proposals of the tariff commission of the

French Chamber of Deputies, although still in-
complete and far from enactment into law, have
already Hind to stir the iartisans "f free trade
,-. Great Britain to the depths as they have not

tx-en stirred fore for many years. All the
chambers of commerce In the United Kingdom
have befu protesting against the prospective in-
crease of French tariff duties as "creatly preju-
"dicial ti> the friendly interests of a friendly

"nation." As a result of these protests the ad-
visory committee of the Board of Trade has

urged the rovernment to take "prompt and de-
cisive action" in the matter, and several meoi-
bera have gone » far as to urce the adoption of
pome snedes of retaliation. Further, a pr<>ni!-.ent Liberal Member of Parliament, formerly
president of the Associated Chambers of Com-
merce, has declared that he and many other
ending Liberal*free traders are in favor of re-

laliatlon. addinc that they "could never allow
•their adherence to the principles of free trade
"to cause thenj to throw away the. weapon of
"retaliation**— amazing pronouncement
anaiscs wonder as to what sort of free traders
they can l«e who cling to and use a measure
whi'-ii it is the fundamental principle of free
trade that they must utterly discard and re-
nounce.

In what frrm the French tariff revision will
anally be enacted it is Impossible to say. That
some consider:: bfe revision will be made seems
assured; and. Indeed, we may regard it as highly
doirable. ifnot necessary. The existing tariff
was made in Is:r2. seventeen years ago.
that time there have beea gren changes In 'in-
dustrial and commercial conditions, and evifry
other important Continental country has recast
its tariff system. Obviously, as France is thus
the last of all % revise her tariff, she cannot lie
accused of bejriuuins \u25a0 tariff war or of eotn-
mittinc apsressious asrainst her neighbors. She
is simply following their example and is chang-
ing her customs rntc« to meet the changes which
they save already made in theirs.

The chances which the commission now nro-
poses would. Ifmade, impose .icertain Imrcharge
upor. the poods of other lauds. But the total of
such Increase would be less than half as great
\u25a0a the total uf surcharges upon French ;:<>-k's
impos«l by the tarMb of other lauds since the
present French rates were adopted. That U. in
these seventeen years other European lands
have been Jar,-. iucreasi-jg their duties oa
French £-A«is, ami now France merely (ropo^cj

CONGRESS. Senate: The nominations of
:TVillia.ni Lc-eb. jr., to ">e Collector of the Port
of New York. a.r.d Beekman Wtothrop, to be As-
sistant Secretary of The Navy, were confirmed;
adjournment without day wa? taken at 2:17 p. in.

j FOREIGN.
—

The Tribune's correspondent 1n*
Ixindnn says that the recent by-electiors indi-

1 cate strongly the return of the T"ni«n*sts to
*power on the tariff issues: all the -weekly papers,
Iwith tie exception Of "The Saturday Review."
3 warmly greet. President T3ft and praise bis
pred*-ee£sor. \u25a0 » '

\u25a0 The Tribune's correspondent
iin Paris says That no alarm is shown in official
\u25a0 or financial circles regarding th« outcome of

th« Baikaa difficulty; it is generally believed
that the power* will a'.iow Austria and Servia
to negotiate undisturbed. =President Gomez

. of Culm sigr:t<! th«r general amnesty bill; a wave- of crime 5s feared ia Havana, owing to
••-- re-

1 lease of «o ntany prisoners and the fact that
many pc*ice Officials have been air-charged. =
Jcs^ Cl^neros, a merchant of Havana, fired two
Fhrts at General SCofies. Conner Governor of
Hsvasa: the general was not hurt- \u25a0 Mem-

< bers of the Dourna sharply attacked the govern
-

Iirjent's system cf sappresslxis; revolutionary api-
:

taiion. \u25a0' Prf-s;dent Gomez has forbidden-
Ca.strc to enter Venezuela: it is thought that
tlie ex-President may go tr> Nicarapoa. == A
strike cf employes en the French line has been
averted- a cetttement having been reached be-
tween tfc* company and ihe men. == Ten
j>«*rsoi3 hsve beer, killedby avalanches in Aus-
tria.

DOMESTIC.
—

President Taft issued a call fr>r
1* rpecia' session «f Congress, to convene on
,' March 13. \u25a0 Six members of the new Cab-
iin<-t were sworn in at Washington. == In-* a-j^nration creeds left Washington In seventy

f special and extra trciny besides the regular ones.
I=^^ The city of Philadelphia planned the es-
Itablishmer.t cf a tireless station en top of the
jCity Hall tower. 537 feet above the ground, to

\u25a0 give ecmn-.ur.jcatiori with the surrounding coun-
Itry and ocean within a radius of one thousand
Imile-. \u25a0==\u25a0 Both state and defence closed in
P the Cooper- Sharp trial .for the murder cf ex-
|Senatcr Cormack. in Nashville, and arguments
% will tegln Monday. . According to a state-
5 nitnt by r»r. Albert W. Ferris, president of the:
% Stilts Commission !n Lunacy, at Albany, at-

\ tesda^ts employed in state hospitals for the
Iinsane who strike patients wii' be prosecuted
\ for 'assault- \u25a0 The Buffalo & ivickawar.na
ITraction Corr.par.y was ajthorized by the up-

state Public Service Commission at Albany to

cxecate. and deliver to the New York Trus*. Com-
pany a first mortgage of $1,500,000.

-
Gov-

ernor Hughes returned to Albany from "Wash-
ington, where he attended the inauguration of
PresiAfn: Taft.

CITY.
—

Stocks were dull and generally firm.'=It was estimated that President Taft had
{rzreU^d more than 200.000 miles 5n the last
nia» years. \u0084, Dr. Nfcbolaa Murray Butler.*
I>r. *& R. TL- Gould and W. M. Ivins were men-
tioned a? candidates for Mayor. ===== Itbecame

jknown that Mrs. Russell Sage and others a«so-
*t ciated with her had purchased land in Queens
|Bore - fOT model tenement house* =Jo-
iseph Pulitzer returned, summoned here, it was

«aid. by his counsel In the Panama Canal libel
I case.

-— '
Norbert Brouillet. a real estate

dealer, left a large share of his .... to four
IBrooklyn churches to whose pastor? he was

unJcnowr.. President Thomas and members
Of the governing: committee of the Stock Ex-
changf, appeared before Governor Hughes's in-
ve^tigatir.*: committee. = Just Gaynor

spok" of the improvement of the national and
city newspaper press ins.n address at the laying
ofthecornTftor.e of the r.ew Press Club bouse,-

William J. P.ryan r^id the city a brief
visit bn his way to lecture in Newark.

THE WEATHER.
-

for to-day:

Rain <--r snow. The temperature yesterday:
Hfghest. 36 decrees; lowest. Ti.

THE TRIAL OF A LIBEL si IT.

The Tribune did not wait until the present
legal proceedings had btwi proposed to .condemn
the publication by "1110 New York World" of

scandalous charges relating to the purchase of
the Panama Canal. it appeared to us from the
first, as it does now, that "The World" had
r>mmi*tod a serious offence against private
rights and public decency. It was not betrayed
by baste Into a mistaken judgment and an Im-

:proper course, but acted deliberately and, It
I would seem, iv the face of a specific warning
| that the accusations which it was about to cir-

culate were not only false but were being dealt
jin elsewhere by blackmailers. The freedom of
1 the ress Is not attacked when the courts are
;invoked in such a case.

While ':• -.liminary processes of the
lav wen -• h _\u25a0 on BOtne seem] -"\u25a0> foolish

stery of them— we were not
ittuibed by the fry of the sufferers that

\u25a0 crime of seditious libel against I •\u25a0

Cnited Bi
-

bI leged in the pleadings.
That a |ustifled by the Indict-
ments found, here ami at Washington, which

er that vat
"•" -

have been
\u25a0

-
q ect, .-ire entirely

Camiliar and ti - r
There is. however, another feature of the case

as it now stands which deserves the gravest
consideration. From tbe officeof the United States
Attorney in Washington there lately came, ap-
parently nn sufficient authority, The announce-
ment of a confident expectation that Mr. Joseph
Pulitzer, proprietor of "The World."' and mem-
bers of the staff of that newspaper who had
bfen tadicted with him would be required to
appear for trial in Washington. Without pro-
fessim. or posses? it:p. any authentic information
on t^e subject, we think that, indictments having

now been found in this jurisdiction^ the proceed-
ings in Washinston will be drojlped and the
cause tri<>d here. But. whether or not the event

is to confirm this opinion, we deem itour duty

to say that the defendant? ght not to be. and
we relieve they will not be. taken to Washing-

ton or anywhere for trial.
In referring, on March 2*5. 1595. to an effort to

take Mr. Charles A Dana, editor of "The New
York Sun.** to Washineton for trial on a charge

of criminal libel. The Tribune said :

It matters little how harmless may be the
action proposed in any particular case in which
power Is a.~s»rtc<" if the power asserted bo
arbitrary power. Ifits assertion under any cir-
cumstances would be inconsistent with liberty

of ft! person or of the press there is no safety
but in prompt and uncompromising deni-al of
the rig-ht to exercise it in ar.y case. Once
yielded to a.rA i?=t.iblish?d upon the (Inn foot-
las °f JudlCjtaJ precedent, it cannot well be law-
fully di«puted. It is liable to -\u25a0<\u25a0 made at any

time an instrument of oppression. The assertion
r.ow m*£e of the power to take the edit of
a newspaper from his hon-ve to the District of
Columbia to try n!m for an article in his news-
par'fr which constitutes a libel under the laws
of that District is a threat rainst the liberty

of the press in \':y state in the Union. The
establishment of that power would limit, in-
fringe upon and reduce the "ib«rty of the press.

We have see no reason to revise the opinion
then and thus expressed. It was confirmed at
the time in these words by Mr. Elihn Rcot, of
counsel for Mr. Uaua :

The view which we1 I
\u25a0\u25a0

was affirmed by " . -
n '>f the court in Mr.-

favor. If that Interpretatioa of the law
Bed in any analogous

ye are not aware of the fact. That |

Conas
• : Jastiee ire enternrm

• a '- • rer.

Upon Ihlj Indictment Mr. Dana star.ds as
stands #>very editor of a newspaper In the
United States. H<» writes hia editorial with the
sj>ecittc Intent that 11 shall be published at the
flacf of publication, which la hero Bxed in the
indictment as the c!ty of New Tork. it IS pub-
lished th»->n:-: he is responsible civillyand crim-
bmlfy for that. ... It would be a great
limitation upon the fredom of the press In this
country to say that every editor in every city
and state Is liable to b<? taken to any part of
the earth here hi? papers may happen to go.
and tried over and over aj?fcin, hundreds of
times perhaps, for a, single article. . . . The
freedom of the press! How can there be frer-
c.om of the press if there exists the arbitrary
power to punish all over the length and breadth
of this land"

EERTZ UMiE POSSIBILITIES.
The interruption of telegraphic communica-

tion between Washington and northern cities

last week, in consequence of the prostration of
wires and poles, freshly Illustrates one <>f the
drawbacks to the old Morse system. The r--

suliinp inconvenience was magnified by an
unusual combination of circumstances. Kail-

mad traffic unusually heavy because of the
widespread wish to witness the inauguration

iceremonies, was beset with exceptional ditli-
cultles. Hence there was an extraordinary

number of persons wbu wanted to report t->

anxious friends at home, and millions of others

were eager fur tLose details of the celebration
which the press alone could supply. The re-
cent trouble differed from that experienced

many times l>efore, not in kind but in degree.

A winter seldom passes without the partial or

complete suspension of telegraphic service at

least half \u25a0 dozen times from the same cause
ias that which operated on Thursday and Fri-
day.

Practically no lief was afforded on this oc-

casion by Hertz wave telegraphy, for various
reasons. l"p«to the resent time that method
of communication has not proved so satis-
factory over land areas as over' water. Many

of the stations now in existence along the coast
belong to the national government and are

not available for general use. Those estab-
lished on a commercial basis ;ire designed

Ichiefly for the exchange of messages between
ship and shore, and are mr>re or less dependent

on connections with land wires Moreover.
marvellous as is the progress made since the
world first heard of Marconi, further develop-
ment is needed before regular service In tli«»
interior of the continent may be expected. Still,

if the recent past is any guide to the future,
it would not be unreasonable to expect con-
tinued advances during the next decade.

Perhaps no question affecting the practical
utility of radiotflefrrnphy has a greater in-

terest for experts just now than whether the
generation of ether waves by a method adopted
by Poulsen is superior to that usod by Mar-
coni. The Dane employs an fare/! and the
Italian a "spark gap." Poulsen and his cham-
pions are disposed to believe that the electric
vibrations developed by .-m arc go further than
the others, are less susceptible to the paralyz-
ing influence «f sunlight, travel successfully

over land. and. because they may easily be
"tuned,** diminish the chance of interference
and insure n greater measure of secrecy.

These claims were discussed elaborately in
"The London Times" a few days aco (Febru-
ary 24) by Dr. J. A. Fleming, an authority uf
repute and a Fellow of the Royal Society. This
electrician thinks that evidence to support the
notion that waves generated by an arc will
traverse land areas with*nt hindrance is yet
lacking. Any superiority which they may pos-
im in the matter ••:\u25a0\u25a0;\u25a0.- is, in his opin-
ion, more thin offset by the simplicity of the
apparatus used with the older method, which,
by the way, Marconi has materially improved.
When waves are generated by an arc, I>r.
Fleming asserts, the mechanism employed must

be constantly watched and frequently ad-
justed to keep it working right It needts the
attention of another wan than the one who
operates the key an i u>es the reviver. The
spark generator, he s:iys. Is practically auto-

matic and calls for no care besides that easily

given by the operator. An additionril merit
with which the >park system is credited is
that it can be made to work with n storage
battery in emergencies and is not entirely de-
pendent on the dynamo, like th« "an- system;

In other words, the latter could nit h.iv«- siiai-
muued the I?a!ti<- to tbe Republic's aid.-v.lieiv-
us the former did.

Dr. Fleming's verdict should not be consid-
ered a final expression of his own judgment
Much less Is it a giflde to the uninitiated iv
making an Immediate choir . While it reveals
some of the complications of the task yet
to be performed, it encourages a hope that wire-

The bureau of FurpUPP an(
* accounts of the

Xaw Department has made computations which

show that the "around the \u25a0\u25a0 rid" tour of the
Atlantic fleet cost this government approximately

11.000 a man on the ships. Exact figures show-

ing expenses in all particulars are not yet obtain-
able, but from those at md the bureau believes

It has made at lea-<=t a fairly accurate estimate.
The bureau, in making its estimate, has taken
into consideration the amounts expended for fuel,

provisions, pay, coal and many other items Inci-
dental to the cruise.

•How Is yoi>r rich ancle. Tommy? \u25a0

"Very 111; I'm afraid he won't last lor?.
"Then you can lend m* ".hat $10 Iasked you

for last week."
—

Meggendorfer Blatter.

Principals of Chicago schools who believe In
promotions alone: Civil Service reform lines ha\e

started a movement to select a new city superin-

tendent from their own force. By means of a
referendum vote the principals -win choose from
their own ranks a candidate, who willb*present-

ed to th« Board of Education, ar.d the latter will
be aske-i to appoint him The place of superin-

tendent, loft vacant by the resignation of Edwin

G. Cooley, pays $10,000 a year.

"Do you thir.k that Mi<=-> Kldder was having
fun with me?" asked Charley.

"Well, old chap, give me the detail?. was
Arthur's response.

••y.'i see. Ihad my b-jU terrier with me. Ana
I-««!d to her. "That tiog knows as much as Ido.
\n<i she «a!d. T>or.'t jrou think 10 shillings was
too much to pay for hlmr

"—lllustrated"—Illustrated Bit«

J H. Tniry, a school official of the Borough of
Queens, has written to the bureau of manufactures

In roff-renee to the recent publication In Consular

and Trade Reports of an nrticie on "School Sav-

inKs Banks In Belgium." Mr.Thlry says that the
system is making steady propr^ss In the United

States. He has crmplled and published the Fta-

ll.-tlcs. which show that on January i, i&S- the ICI

.-Hie? whichhave adopted the system had a record
ff r^'.'"'''" fl*K depositors. Out of jO3,OCS students
attending the schools ITS.SIT were depositors. Since
-,hr- establishment of the first American School
Savings Hank, on March 16. IKS. up to January 1.
iy*. the amounts d«rosite<J ajjyresatel H.41?.*54.

anJ the amounts withdrawn $3,659,808.

YounK Wife—Don't you admire n man who al-
ways says the right thing r.t tae ripht time.
T,.... Spinster— l'm s-ire IcoaU if Iever ha%v> the
I\u25a0lea«ur* of meeting *uch a rr.an.— lllustrated Bits.

A small drove of Immigrants, each tagged with
v red i!ok*t ari.l ir. charge of an officer, reached

the Grand Central Station of the subway yester-
day afternoon. They were billed through to some
point on the New York Central road, and had
Only a short time to catch the train. The imml-

Kr.-tnt offlcer urged them on in the usual irentlo
manner which must t>e applied to newcomers
who have no appreciation of the value of time.

One elderly woman Etaßgered under a great can-
vas batj. which she carried on her back. Behind
lipr walked an able bodied man. a member ot the
party, who was told In pantomime by a man who
w;i« watching the group to help the woman. He

made no move in that direction, however, but

called two children, who did what they could to

ease the woman's burden as she toiled up the
steps. And as the man who would not help fol-

lowed smilingly, one n:an who was watching the

crowd said: "There K<>es a man who believes in
woman's rights

—
to work for him."

There is a certain r!tt.*l>vir&broker who insists
that every clerk in his establishment shall pre-
sent an immaculate personal appearance.

"If you <:iro> to rvtair. your position In this
house,"' said !;\u25ba? on*morning to one offender whom
he had surnmorc-d to th«» private office, "you will
have to devote mTe attention to your toilet.
Why, man. you present the appearance of one
who has not si.aved for a week."

"Beg pardon, sir." said the clerk, "but I.am
raislnp a beard."

"That's no excuse." said the boss. "You must
do that t-ort of thing outside business hours."

—
Harpvr's Weekly.

THF TALE OF THF. DAY.

THE AHEARS CASE

The decision of the Appellate Division of the

Supreme Court sweeps away the confusion of

mind that existed over the right of the Board of

Aldermen to reinstate .Mr. Ahearu. This con-

fusion proceeded from the fact that the Board
of Aldermen -elected" him. If the law had

provided for the "appointment" of his suc-
cessor no one would have thought seriously that
th«» appointing power could r"iustate him after
be had been removed for cause by the Governor,

but the word "election" spt every one to con-

sidering the provisions regarding eligibility f«>r

elective offices, in which, of course, nothing was

said about removal being a bar to re-election.
"But the court rules thai although in terms an

election. Mr. Ahearn's reinstatement was an ap-

pointment just as much as Ifithad been made

by a single official.
The decision is in accordance with good sense
nd good morals. Itought not to be possible

legally to defeat the plain purpose of a law.

as Mr. Abearn's rer ppo!ntment defeated the

plain purpose of the law regarding removals to

provide a suitable penalty for misconduct or
Inefficiency in office The decision does not of

Itself eject the B->rough Fresident from office.
It was an overruling of a demurrer brought t..

prevent the determination of Mr. Ahearn's title
b

-
a trial by jury. The lower court thov.cht the

protest valid, and an appeal may now be taken
to the Court of Appeals on the technical issue.
If that action fails, the arrested quo irarranto
proceeding willbe resumed and a jury willpass

on the facts of the situation, with the Instruc-

tion from the Appellate Division that the so-
called "election" was null and void. It Is left

also to Mr. Ahearn's counsel to attack the con-
stitutionality of the power of removal given to

the Governor In the dry charter. That Issue
has not been considered In the proceedings so

far. The Borough President may thus bold on
to his office by virtuo of local procrastinations.
But even ifnnal determination of the case an

be postponed until after December .'H, I'MYX
when his term expires, th^ law will1c s»> cleared
up that a similar attempt to overrule the Gov-

ernor and defeat the law of the stat.' willbe out

of the question in the future.

Senators who ran away to Ken-

k the QnoruM at Nashville

k again In the :P8? Thelr
• :. the remnant left behind

hat it wanted to do in spite of their ab-

sence. Quorum breaking Is cheap political

raepja; \u25a0. , \u25a0 a the minority t

\u25a0 saary, bui
• '. arena In whi

fought out.

The Senate must have been overcome with the

emotion which the spectacle of confident and

triumphant virtue always inspires when it heard

the Hon. Joseph W. Bailey object to confirming

a nominee for a post in the Cabinet on the

ground that he had performed some legal ser-

vices for the Waters-Pierce company. Mr.

Bailey, with his intense, consciousness of Im-

peccability, is ever prone to condemn In the

v.alk and conduct of other public servants
prospective public servants— what he" generously

condones in his own personal and political rec-

ord.

in calling wnisnui \u25a0 w*r with.. we are afraid Admiral
Ia little injustice to an ancient and

iy and bestows
• tng which might

lub."

x . . [area Controller
n awful re-

Importing oats Into the United States Is equal

to carrying: coals to Newcastle.

to increase her duties on their poods less than

one-half as much.
The existing French tariff of 1892 Is a protec-

tionist measure, and Ithas proved so highly
proatable to French commerce that the revision

of Itwill naturally maintain and In some deem?
probably extend and Increase its protectionist
features. Thus In IS9I, the year before the

tariff was enacted. French imports were 5953,-

600.000 and exports ?714.0».«Xn\ showing an

adverse balance of trade of $239,000,000. In

1007 Imports were $1.2+4.000.000 and exports

Si 119,200,000, Bbowtng an adverse balance of
trade, of only $125,400,000. Thus in seventeen
years porto increased ."<» per cent and exports
V, pec cent, while the difference between them,

the advene balance of trade, decreased by about

4S per cent. Those result! must be regarded as
satisfactory to French commerce and industry.

The special interest of Great Britain in the
case is considerable, since In 1907 the United
Kingdom's experts to France were $117^00.000
and imports from France were $265,000,000. But

according to these fibres France herself should

be more Interested than the United Kingdom in
maintaining friendly commercial relations, since

the balance of trade is greatly in her favor. The

chances are that in the end the principle will

prevail which was set forth weeks asro by Mr.

Cruppi. the French Minister of Commerce, that

no tariff Changes would be approved by the gov-

ernment which would be likely to produce tin-

favorable effects upon the foreign political rela-

tions of France. That declaration was supposed

to refer particularly to relations with Great
Britain, but it may be assumed to refer also to

those with the rest of the world.

\u25a0 tetegrspny willprove a more valuable re-
a few j-ears hence than it is now.

As a result of the Roosevelt leadership, as a re-
suit of his earnest purpose to serve in- whole peo-
ple without regard to class, race or religion, much
far-reaching legislation has been enacted. Some
of i: has been, as we have said.jsf a revolutionary
character and of a value that 'cannot yet be ac-curately determined; hut the underlying principle,
"equal opportunities for all. special privileges to
none," has been fundamentally cftrrect.

A SOUTHERN VIEW.

From The Charlotte (X. C.j Observer (Dem
Mr. Roosevelt will rank fn history as one of thefive gieat Presidents of the United States We

vruulc name a.s the preceding four Washington.
Jefftison, Uncoln and Cleveland. He has done
mor« in the las', eight jears to impress himselfupon the world than ar.y other man in not ex-
cepting Wiiliam of Germany. And notwithstanding
his inrirmitits of character and temper, his fre-
quent follies and even worse, he Is. we believe, the
mest j>opu!ar man In the United States to-day.

FEW SUPERIORS.
From The Boston Transcript.

Mr. Roosevelt's severest critics rnirst grant that
in bis Intellectual range and in tjpaclty for accom-
plishment he has liad few suoerior* among Ameri-
can executives. H- ha had seme serious faults In
method and manner. Still, it is not wholly clear
thai .i.. one could, without beating a l»asa drum,
get together enough cf a crow.l to summon to thewindows, to I<>ok out on the world, th'.se privi-
leeed interests which had been shaping Americanlegislation to their own ilk..- - On<; may regret the
beaiiriir of the drum, but before condemn. ng it
one must pauc<? to consider whether the fore*
which it operates to ass*mbl» is not sufficiently
useful to lustily the disturbance.

SOME THINGS V-T DOUBTFUL.

From The Springfield Republican.
But whatever ih* ultimate estimate of Mr

Roosevelt and his atimlnistratiun may br>. ' ere are
s<irtif> things which are not left doubtful. He has
vividly Impressed the Imagination of the people
of his time, and his extraordinarily complex i«?r-
eonality makes him on*> of the moat Interesting
men over in the service of the Republic.

KAMi: SECURE.

Krrrn The Syracuse Herald !nli
As Wendell Phillips said in one of his finestorations, the motions of a gladiator engaged In a

life and death struggle arc not a proper subject of
disparagement or censure. Roosevelt will be
Judged by the net re«ult of his Presidential labors;
and. so judged, his fame willbe \u25a04 ure.

THE !M'KI::.Y!N>; PRINCIPLE.
From The Springfield Union.
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About Teople and Social Incident*
6

. to carry out the obligations of treaties MB-
] tracted under the provisions of the Constitu-

tion. He rightly said that it puts the national
provernment "in a pusillanimous position to

"make definite engagements to protect aliens

"and then to excuse the failure to perform

"those engagements by an explanation that the
-duty to keep them Is in states and cities not

-within our control/! The recent agitations in
California and Nevada for \u25a0 suspension locally

of rights guaranteed to Japanese subjects resi-
dent in th« : : •\u25a0\u25a0-\u25a0.••- shows that pence

may be endangered, as well as national dig-

nity offended, by misuse of powers unwisely

left in the hand* of states and cities. Th? new

President favors legislation which will take all

suits arising Cronj, injuries Meted on aliens

into the federal courts, and will also give the
federal courts power to intervene and annul
local ordinances or laws which seek to set

aside treaty provisions. Boch a st?p is neces-
\u25a0ery if we are to remove the reproach of In-
ternational irresponsibility and impel local
respect for the solemn contracts into which we
have enured with other nations.
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