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ENGLISHMEN', particular!*
those inhabiting the British

Isles display a tendency to
haggle, first. over the exact ide of difference i

between wit and humor. an second, over i

the quality inn quantity of wit or humor
possessed by their neighbors the Scots and the

Irish. A discussion of the second invariably
culminates in a wrangleover the first. Thecon-
tention that the Scots are deficient inhumor is \u25a0

met with the statement that, while they may .
lack humor, they are abundantly supplied with i

wit which brings out the counter charge that
the Irish, and not the Scots, hold the laurels tor

wit: and the counter to the counter charge is

that it is the Irish who possess humor and the
Scots who are witty Naturally the discussion ;
shifts to the difference between the two words. ;

To reach an agreement concerning the mean- i
int;of the two words, wit and humor appears
to present no great difficulties, and to appor:
tion the terms itseems to be necessary only to

compare legitimate specimens of characteristic :
anecdotes of the two peoples James C Fer-
nald probably agrees with all other authorities
in denning wit as

' the quick perception of un-
usual orcommonlv unperceived analogies orre-
lations between things apparently unrelated, i
and has been said t" depend upon a union ot

surprise and pleasure. The analogies with which
wit plays are often superficial or artificial: hu-
mor deals with real analogies of amusing or en-
tertaining kind. Wit i.keen, sudden, brief, and

sometimes severe, humor is deep thoughtlui.
and sustained." With the meaning of the ,

terms thus definitely fixed, a comparison ot le-
gitimate characteristic anecdotes should de-
termine the class to which the pleasantries ot
the Scots or the Irish belong

To secure "legitimate characteristic anec-
dotes." it isnecessary to go back to a period t*:-

fore the advent of cheap literature: for what

now masquerades as Scot wit or Irish humor
may firsthave seen the lightof day in the office
of -The Fliegende Blaetter.V Le Rire." or ,
some "i the humorous publications of Spain. :
Italy, or even the United States. The old Scot
ministry furnished an almost unending supply
of legitimate anecdotes, and one. selected at
random for comparison with another of In=h
origin, admirably .... difference he-
tween Scot witand Irish humor

The Difference Illustrated ,
~KA'< SHIRRA. a seceding minister possessing
lvi some eccentric qualities, who was well
known tor the quaint parenthetical comments he
introduced inhis reading of Scripture, took for i

his text one day the eleventh verse of the one
hundred and sixteenth Psalm,

"
[ s.iid in my haste. All men are liars." he I

read, and then quietly observed. 'Indeed.
Dauvid. an ye had been i' this parish, ye might
hae >aid it at your leisure

"

That certainly meets all requirements for '
classification as wit. Itis keen, sudden, brief, I
and it is moderately severe. It also displays
quick perception of unperceived analogies To i

compare with this, there is an anecdote r>f un-
disputed Irish origin

A particularly diminutive Colonel was put-
ting a strapping Irish private, over si\ :,-.-t in
height, through his paces "Come man'" he
shouted \u25a0 Hold up your head.*"-

Yes. sir
•

Higher, man. higher. Itell you
—

higher"
"

"This way. sir'" asked ... raising

his head much above the horizontal parallel.
Yes man."

\u25a0

And .mi!always to hold it s>>""Yes. you are."
ThenTil .say goodby to you, Colonel, forI

shall never see you again."
Applying the accepted definition, this one

falls readily under the classification of humor.
While itis not particularly deep, it is thought-
ful and sustained. Itcertainly isnot keen, and
it is not sudden: for the private was forced to

pave the way for his point. Many of the exam-
ples of pure Irish humor willbe found to follow
thesainegeneral line, requiring a word or two i:i
advance of the point and sometimes a rather •
elaborate setting to produce the humor.

Fi\ip.i!Hi* Occupation

•XMIIScharat teristicof Irish humor is further*
illustrated in a rebuke once administered by

aiiIrishman-tp the famous Mitchner, proprietor
of an equally famous hotel in Margate The
smallncss of Mitchner's winebottles Ix.renopn

-
portion whateverto the high price of the wine, a
fact that disgusted an Irishman who frequented
the place

\u25a0 L«M»k here, Mitchner!" said the Irishman.
who had just paid the high price for a short
bottle.

"
Iand my friend have just had aUt

as to what profession you were bred to origi- i

nally.and we must appeal to your good nature
to decide the matter for us."

After some hesitation. Mitchner replied ;n his
usual affected manner, 'Iwas bred to the law."

"In that c.is,-." said the Irishman. "Ihave
lost my bet; for Ihad laid odds that you were
bred a packer."

"A packer, sir!" exclaimed Mitchner. in well
feign.d horror. "What could induce you to
think, sir. Iwas bred a packer?

"Why, sir." was the reply.
"
Ijudgedso from

your wine measures, forIthought no one but
a very skilful packer, who had acquired the
knack in his youth, could ever get a quart of
wine into a pint bottle."

The thoughtful preparation for the point is
clearly shown in this bit of Irish humor. The
trap« \u25a0 set deliberately, itwas wellbaited, and
tin- victim was almost dragged to it. Ithas
the thoughtfulness of humor, but lacks the
spontaneity of wit.

With this may be compared another anec- :
dote, also selected from the abundant supply... .ntril.iifH,1 k\- thi- .ild \u25a0! .• miniatrv. Thf

principal characters of this
anecdote are Or. Henry, the
author of "A History ot Eng-

land." and Or Macknight, a celebrated scholar
md commentator. ,

Or. Macknight was caught in a heavy down-;
pour of rain while on his way to his church •\u25a0no

Sun'iav morning, and when he arrived at the
vestry he was very wet. Every means w.i^

used t.> dryhim .... tor the service :hut
;is the hour .irew near Or. Macknight became
nervous, tearing that he would notbe in titcon-
dition to appear beiore hi> riock.

•Oh. Iwush Iwas iir>-!"he wailed "l>"

vnu think I'm dry eneuch noo-"'
Patting him <>n the shoulder. Or. Henry r—

plied inhis most soothing manner.
"

B:de a wee.
doctor. and ye'se be dry eneuch when ye get

into the pulpit."
Here are all the classifications of w-.t. except

that itis only mildly severe. Here is keenness
spontaneity/and brevity. There is no thought-

nil preparation, no lea-ilni;up to the point; the
victim himself made the opening baited his

>wn trip ar.d then walked into it.

Who Was Head 4 the Home

ONE more comparison should establish the

Scotsman's claim to witand rix upon In»n
pleasantries the lalx-l of humor.

AScot minister of the Gospel, while making

his usual rounds among the members of his
flock, came to the door of a house- where hi>
gentle tapping could not be heard for the noise
of a contention within.

After waitinga little, he .pened the door and
walked in. saying with an authoritative voice.•1 should like to know who is the head of this
house'" . ... .

"Weel. sir." said the husband, "it ye.! Mt

i~>n a woe. we'll maybe tie able to tell ye; tor

we are just trying to settle that point."
This like the anecdotes already repeated, and

like all legitimate Scottish anecdotes. po.ssesr>e>
*11 the characteristics of wit: while the follow-
ing Irishanecdote, likepractically all legitimate
Irish anecdotes. po-sess.-s r.oneot thecharacter-
!<t; \u25a0< »• wit but ill <>f the qualities of humor.

Long Out of the Sea

MR CJAYXOR; in Irishman celebrated for
hi- good humor, was dining one Friday

with a friend, and r:-h was the onlymeat served
riaynor was particularly fond of haddock, and
seated himself near a tine >pecimen. His olfac-
tory nerves, however, ~.«>n made him aware
that the fish was n>>r r \u25a0>\u25a0> fresh. He first low-
i-red his mouth toward the head ofthe fish, ant
then his ear. :t- it con vermin;.; with it. The
woman ni the house, perceiving his peculiar
motion-, asked him whether he wished any-
thing.

"Sothiag." replied Gaynor. ?notnmg at all.
mailam. Iwas merely asking this haddock
whether he could give me any news of my
friend. Captain Murphy, who was drowned last
Monday; but he tells me that he know-,

nothing of the matter, for he himself hasn't
been to sea these three weeks."

The Irish Bull

T^HK Iri.-h bull, lor which the son of Erin has
<-v>t been renowned. belong- to an entirciv

different class. While it po-.-es.-es the spon-
taneity and the brevity of wit it is lacking in
wisdom, an important characteristic: ami it
certainly lacks the thoaghtfulness of humor
Irish bulls, like In.-h humor, have been grossly
counterfeited, anil poor Paddy has been made
to shoulder breaks that even an Irishman would
not dare tomake. A number of legitimate Irish
bulls are still tobe found, however, and one or
two willbe sufficient to show the quality of the
pure In>h article.

An In-hdoctor, who had just returned from
the West Indies, said inde-enbing the climate.
"Itis most infernal. Had 1 lived there until
to-day. Ishould have been dead of yellow fever
two years ago."

Another din-tor, without observing the bull.
agreed with the speaker, and declared that the
climate must s>e very unwholesome, because a
vast number of people died there.

" Very true.
"

remarked another physician;
"but if you will tell me of any country where
people d> not die. Ishall go and end my days
there to-morrow."

Thus in a very ordinary conversation two
outrageous, bulls*are recorded: but all that
were {K-rpctrated in the Irish House of Com-
mons, when Ireland -tillhad her Parliament.
would til! a volume

Soles and Bald Heads

rjURIXGthe discussion >t" the leather tax. at

the tune of the war with France, the Chan-
cellor of the {Exchequer declared that "in the
prosecution of the present war every man ought
togive hi>last guinea toprotect the remainder."
Vandeleur replied that "however that may be.
the tax on leather w. >u!d be severe!* felt by the
barefooted peasantry of Ireland"; while Sir
Boyle Roche suggested that "this could be
remedied by making the under leathers of
kVood

"

There is also the story of the Irishman who
was traveling with a bald beaded man. They

fmth put up at the \imeinn. and the Irishman
instructed the waiter t>» call him at >unrise It
<o happened that the Irishman had had his hair
dipped close to his head before starting ->n the
journey, a circumstance that he had entirely
forgotten When he was called from a deep
slumber by the waiter, he put his hand to his
head, in a manner characteristic of the people.
and, feeling it practically bald, shouted to the
waiter, "Look here, you spalpeen' What do
you mean by this

'
You have waked the bald

man instead of me."
There are no Scot bulls: but the Scots have

been guilty of some bad breaks that t>ear
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