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FOREIGN.
—

The firm attitude of the French
l^vernment has apparently checked the plans of
the state employes and the Federation of Labor
for a general strike.

- .— The party of reac-
tion Is gaining strength InRussia, and the Lib-
eral leaders of the Douma express fear of it.=
•peedy dissolution: practically no progressive
legiFlatkr is expected. ===== The losses to
American property in Turkey are estimated at
£9.000; the government is showing vigor in the
work of relief; many refugees have returned to

their homes In Syria.
—

Anew Persian Cabi-
ret has been forme;!, with Nasir *"1 Mulk as
Premier; th Shah has issued a decree granting1

political amnesty. == Mulai Hafis is said to
have written to King Alfonso threatening war
unless the Spanish troops are withdrawn from
the Riff country. . . Advices from Samoa say
that . German warships have restored peace
Brnorig1 the native factions: fifty chiefs may be
deported for inciting rebellion. :' -.... Gunboats
and troops are trying to capture a [oro robber
hand in the Sulu Islands.

POMESTIC.
—

Government employes in Wash-
ington were anxious to have their hours of
«-ork changed so that by beginning their day
surlier they might leave their offices earlier.—

\u25a0-. Ex-Judge William L. Penneld died In
Washington. ==Nine persons were owned
when a row boat was upset in the Susquehanna

Riven at Port Griffith. Perm. - Mrs. Boyle.
who was convicted cf kidnapping 'Willie Whitl."..
eajd. at Mej-cer. Fenn.. that both sh<? and her
husband would commit suicide ifsent to JaiL

\u25a0— j: A fifteen-yo-ar-old girl, of Bow .<',:.

dug her father and two sisters out of the ruins
,of a dwelling which had been demolished by .'l

r»yclorje. == Professor Henry H. Clayton, for-
merJy of the Biue Kili Observatory, plans J.O
make a trip to Europe by balloon, ilie journey
to take only three or four days. Two New

1Yorkers were injured by an automobile in Pitts-
burs;- -=\u25a0—

— It was said at Dover, Del., that tha
fruit crop of that state would be a failure this
year. =.-Lr— Mothers' Day was celebrated In
Philadelphia. .. Two miners, imprisoned
under rock at Pottsvillc. Perm., for thirty-six
hours, were rescued.

CITY.
—

body of John A. Edw-ir.is, a ie-

Ured wire manufacturer, of E:i«t Orange. X. J..
who h^d been missing since Aprii IG. was found
In th. Hudson River. n«-ar West PSth Btre.t.
r_r=_ It was said ihat John F. Mclntyre would
use the entire day in summing np in the Halns
case. ;=rr Fri^nus of Charles W. Morse signed
a petition for his release on bail, offering a la.rs>:
sum as security.

-
Chairman How of the

convention of the National Committee for th«:
Relief of the Unemployed sai<l that his organi-

zation would end the bread lino in New York by
obtaining1 work for thf> unemployed. -—~- The
r*ntrnnial of old St. Patrick's Church, in Mott
ptreet. was ceiebi-nted by Archbishop Farley and
many other prelates. . The body of William
Thompson, the Columbia senior who was
drowned in Sheepshead Hay, was recovered while
jnemorial services for him were bring held in
Brooklyn. z=^= Delegates arrived for the state
/convention of th«> Foresters of America. r
IThe Countess Caroline yon Schlmon was arrest

-
Ic;d while dispensing charity In th<* "Williarnsburg
IRhetto.

—
i^=Charles Klein, tho playwright, re-'

turned from London and told of :i J325 taxlcab
ride, through Scotland am? Ireland.

—-—
Emma

Carus was formally admitted into the Brule
tribe of Indian? at the Madison Square Garden.-

I*. was raid that retail Ice dealers in
Brooklyn would have to raise thoir prices be-
cause of the increased wholesale price. == A
Coney Island mounted policeman chased a
speeding automobile a mile. \u25a0

• A statement
..•was given out by the teachers who are urging

the passage of the- eyual pay bill. ~
Dr. G.

31. \u25a0 Hammond was acquitted of a charge of
speeding when an official at Darien. Conn., re-
memberfd that the physician saved Ins life
twenty-five years ago.

THE WEATHER.— lndications for to-day:
Showers. The temperature yesterday: Highest.
69 d^rees; lowest, 4S.

WATERWAYS AXD HARBORS.

An elaborate analysis of the work done by •

the national government in improving the har- ;
hors ami Internal waterways of the country is |
BCdO in the lr.st -'Engineering News'" by

Alexander 11. Weber, a member of the Araer- |
ican Society of Oivil Engineers. One of the j
most instructive features of his study is the i
classification of ur.uertakisgs according to their j
character. In each group vote is tak^n of the j

benefits secured and of the cost.
Tor what Mr. Weber considers the mo>t im- |

pwrtact class of work, the deepening of such j
harbors as that of Nev.- York, the total expendi-

tore in a century has amounted to $i72.707.!X\». j
On the assumption that government money is :
•north 3 per f 2̂l

-
this investment represents an j

annual interest charge of $3,167,237. According i
?o oScial reports, the tctsi yearly comnierc of j
the harbors thus improved is now 353.550i.700 j
toes, though as will presently l>e shown. tbe>e ;

figures need modincaticn. Accepting them at I
their face value, however, the annual cost in
Interest is 1-5 cents a tor.. It should be added. |
ir the interest of completeness, that the com- j
xsercp cf the jn"»rts her? associated is now ruuch j
wore than twice as great ?.s when the improve- j
aeais began.

Another group of Improvements considered !
l.y Mr. Weber includes ibe regulation of the ;
tlow of rivers witn dams, locks and levees. The ;

Merrimae. ilississipjii. >!o:iongahela and Ka- :

Mt»-ht are asabnglihe streams here discuss»j»L

As $204.7 15..".iii> hr.^ already l>eeu devoted to ;

tljS class of work, h bypothetical interest !
charge of $GJ4I«KS is jaiu fcr a trifie loss ;

than 'oTt.CMV^O tons of freight. On the basis of ;
tie present cocirnero«

•which, by the way.has
towt- only übout oce-fonrth since the work
>R-aj: begr.n» tho iuterest charge a ton is !•.."» ;

fietts". or folly sis tijnes ns groat ns that fur :

tb<» dcoper-niv t& h:::>^r>. It should be borne
la ini:;d. however, that a }iart of the expendi- j

tcrc for river improvements teips other" inter- ;
cats besides eaßMßetce. By avcrtiss the inuu-

_

tic tion of large cities and vast plantations much
property is saved from destruction. Moreover,

wbt-n some large enterprises now under way
have Ik?cjq completed the bc-nelit to commerce
will undoubtedly be more obvious than it is
now.

In determining the total commerce cf th-i
country Mr. Weber ha» had n« easy --•- In
the coasting trade shipments are twice re-
potted

—
at the place from which they are made

and at their destination. For iron ore in seme
cases quadruple returns hare been made. In

the figures for foreign commerce. »>f course,

there i.s no duplication. After makinz what
seems to be necessary discbunts, Mr. Weber esti-

mates the az:rregate commerce at 256,000,000
tons. This amount is a little less than half
that actually reported. Hence the interest
charges for the improvement of harbors and
rivers are probably much greater than would
appear, though the disparity between the two
doubtless remains. For the eight classes of
work reviewed by Mr. Weber the government

has paid $311,000,000. Ifhis estimate of the
present volume of commerce. 238,000,000 tons, be
adopted, the annual interest charge is six cents

a ton. The question is thus raised what the
country gets for the money. Probably no satis-
factory method of computing the money value
of the advantages derived can be found, espe-
cially as this undoubtedly differs greatly ac-
fonling to locality. Six cents -a ton, though,

looks like a pretty reasonable rate.

FOB MAYOR, A SUPERMAN.
The Bureau of Municipal liesearch. in irs

pamphlet on "What the Next Mayor of New
York Must Do," says that his programme should
be constructive and progressive as well as eco-
nomical. New York Deeds "an efficient business
"organization to execute a wise and vigorous
"programme." There must I*- an "immediate
restoration of the city's credit" and an "imme-
"dlate correction

'
of conditions that demand re-

"lief," besides the adoption and execution
of large plans and projects for the future
"which the community is prepared to demand"
and which will "appeal to public imagination."
No mere bookkeeping Mayor with a talent for
business reorganization will do. in the opinion

of the bureau, but a large understanding of the
various needs of the city, social and otherwise,

willbe required of him.
Under th" various heads the pamphlet suggests

various steps That will be necessary, noi pro
"make an exhaustive statement."

Tor the restoration of the city's «-redit five sug-
gestions arc made, all of them reasonably fa-
.njiiiiir beouuso discussion has been concentrated
on this topic for a year or more. Under the
bead of i-onditiop.s that demand relief the bu-
rean has forty:nine suggestions to make. After

evils are corrected there are nine "next

which the public is prepared to demand
'"

And. besides, there are seven •'opportunities
which will confront the next Mayor." In the
way of immediately restoring the city's credit,

:uv Mayor will, of course, cut off waste and ex-

travagance and Ut.'ep down expenses (the butlget,
the bureau appears assured, should not grow
for two years, perhaps even ft r four). In the
way of correcting immediately conditions that
need correcting, the Mayor will be required t->

\u25a0 p 1 deal of money wisely. We shall
mention s few of these "constructive" features
of the next Mayor's programme: The provision
of traction facilities, the adoption of vigorous
ii;c:;:-ures t<> stamp out preventable diseases.
tuberculosis, etc. (Didn't somebody estimate
that tuberculosis could be eradicated for $25,000,
000?); the strengthening of the efficiency of
the Health. Tenement and other departments

that iia\e to do with protecting the poor: an

increase of the police force, if necessary, and
the repair of the water mains. And among the
further ooostntctlve steps a plan for industrial
training in schools, steps to secure the putire

waterfront of the city, the establishment of
adequate sewers in Manhattan. \u25a0 remodelling of

\u25a0 solete fire alarm system and the securing.

soon as financial conditions permit." of
Rockaway Beach Park and the conversion of
Blackwell'B Island Into a playground.

[1 \u25a0«. ji very large contract for any man to

undertake tho m.-re reorganization of the mu-
nicipality on a business basis, to use a trile
phrase that has nearly lr>st its si.srnificai.ee in
relation to munkfpal government. TV» Stop the
waste is an heroic task. Bni the truth is, even
if hi. do n<>t accept all of the constructive sug-
gestions made by the Bureau of Municipal K>--

Bearcb as necessary, or if we do not agree that
they are the most accessary, In any case the
truth is That the next Mayor must ii<a merely
reorganise the municipal budget as it exists;

be must make costly additions to It. Public
opinion demands it. A mere bookkeeping ad-

gtration will go out of office in execration
and wiil lto succeeded by one that has a license
for extravagance. New York needs a Mayor

wh.. can spend more money and yet keep down
That is written plainly enough in the

ii's pamphlet, and every observer knows it
is true.

v v York wt-ds ;igenius for .Mayor; it needs
a Buperman. Tho situation if created by the
direction legislation has taken. The cure for
all municipal evils lms been "Increase the pow-
ers and responsibilities of tho Mayor." So thf

powers nnd responsibilities have been piled up
and up and up. nntil now we cannot contemplate

try mortality alongside of them without
: misgivings. We have created s job for

:i superman, and thorp isn't a superman in - .
Probably the next Mayor will not be able to do

\u25a0 th of the things the Burc:iu of Municipal
Research says he 'must" do.

CAXAL ACROSS BCOTLASD.
Largely as the resalt of the recent discussion

of the possibility of war between Encjaud and
Germany, an old project for a ship canal from

the Forth to the Clyde '.ins been revived, and is

now under consideration by a royal commission.
Though such \u25a0 highway as is now proposed
would doubtless prove serviceable to merchant
vessels of several nations, military arguments

will be offered m support of the general plan
and. if the canal is ever constructed, willdictate
some of its features. Advocates of the work
point to the manner in which it would facilitate
taking war vessels damaged In action in the
North Sea to the larse repair works near Glas-
gow. A canal would afford a ranch shorter and
safer route than one around the northern ex
tremity of Scotland. A canal would also prove
advantageous in effecting a junction between
naval forces in the Atlantic and the North Sea.
These advantages resemble those that Em-
peror AVilliam baa had in view indeepening the
already sting Kiel Canal, which jrives a short
cut from the Baltic to the German Ocean.

Scotland" is already traversed by two canals
Neither of them, however, is deep enouch for a
modern battleship, and it would probably be
more satisfactory to construct an entirely new
one than to try to alter either of the others.

Ihe revenue of the older canals iir.ght be r^

ilr.oed if a new one were constructed, and even
if.as some engineers estimate, the traffic of the
new one would pay 2or "J:.> per cent on the in-
vestment, the expediency of the undertaking,
except for its value to the navy, might be ques-
tioned. On the other hand, if there was a dis-
tinct pp->mise that the canal would render a
service in var not otherwise afforded, the :rov-
t'rnuient \u25a0 . .:bt be williucr to bear a part of the
cost, and not leave the whole

—
something

like SIOOjOOOjOOO
—

to private subscribers.
At present several routes are under discussion.

The most direct one is said to involve such
changes of level that many locks would be de-
maodedJ The u:e of such a canal would necessi-
tate objectionable delay in transit. In behalf of
the more circuitous routes proposed, it i.s urt'M
that fewer locks would be needed, time would be
saved and all uncertainty about an adequate

water supply would be dispelled. Iddetermining

whether the new canal is. OB the whole, desira-
b!e, and. In case that point is settled in the af-

firmative*which of the various routes tnrrgested

Ls preferable, the British Commission on Canals
willhave no easy ta.->k.

/v THE CITADEL OF PROTECTION.
Pennsylvania has Ion? '.pea known as the

oitndel of protection. Its support of the pr'>

tective pystera has beeu aggressive and con-
stant Ithad furuL-hed Democratic protection-!
Ist leaders as well as Republican protectionist
leaders. Its prosperity was stimulated by pro-

tection^ and it is as firm a believer in the pro-
tection system now as it has been at any time
iv the past Yet it believes thai protection
should be rational and progressive, adapting

It?elf to-cnapeing conditions.
of the protectionist newspapers of Pennsyl-

vania none has exerted a wider influence than
"The Philadelphia Press." It is noteworthy,

therefore, that '"The Press" does not consider
the Senate tariff billa wife exemplification of
protp-etioa principles or a fulfilment of the
pledges of the last Republican national plat-

form. IIsaid on Wednesday:

TSe Senate and its leaders, including Senator
Aidrich, have before them a very serious and
sudden awaker.ir.g- unless the revision of th^
tariff is the revision the people want. InIS&4 a
Democratic Con?rc== elected to reduce rates did
its work and brought depression. In 15 37 a Re-
publican Congress met to restore rates to the
McKlnley standard. One Congress was elecieu
to reduce rates and the other to advance them
There was no doubt in either case r.s to what
the people wanted when they voted in 1892 and
in 1596.

Last year the- voters who elected- Taft were
looking "neither for the wholesale reduction of
1594 nor the g-encral uniform advance in rates
of 1507. President Taft, as candidate, correctly
outlined the revision the people want now and
wanted then. This revision looked to a wise,
careful, judicious revision, which would reduce
the level of many duties. A lot of minor re-
ductions, balanced by. a large advance, which
left the average hicher. was not the revision th
people wanted. Neither did the voters want
duties advanced on the whole rar.je of certain
articles, as on cotton and silk fabrics, as has
been done in the Senatr.

If such is 1 og In the citadel of pro-
tection, what popular support can a bill like

oate bill attra \u25a0 C the coun-
try in which protection is not the luirrainotl
and cherished tradition which it is in Pennsyl-
vania ?

NATAL IMPROVEMENTS.
A dispatch from The Tribune's Washington

bureau last week shows that a remarkable use
will be made of the present visits of the vessels
of the Atlantic fleet to convenient navy yards

for repairs. A great variety of improvements,
designed to Increase the efficiency of these ships,
will be effected before the annual manoeuvres
begrln in June. One group of changes will in-
crease the Invisibility of the vessels. Their
color will be gray, not white, hereafter. Their
paint willbe lustreless. Many objects, like brass
door knobs, which might catch and reflect light,

are to be removed or altered. Measures willalso
be taken to minimize the harm of a well di-
rected shot from an enemy by the substitution
of lattice work observation towers for the old
military masts. Increased reliance is now to be
placed on range finders in the elevated posts

thus made available, and it is the more de-
sirable, therefore, to guard against ruinous ac-
cidents to those Instruments. Still another class
of improvements will result in clearing the
main decks of the battleships of countless in-
cumbrances which interfere with the free use
of the guns.

M( st of the changes con:emp!at<'d will be per-
manent. Some will be experimental. Such is
the case with the tri:ils to be given t<> search-
lights In new positions and the renmval of va-
rious cabins and bridges. Though it is doubtful
\u25a0whether any immediate innovation of the kind
will be made, the adoption of metal boats and
furniture of metal or asbestos

—
with a \u25a0viovr to

mage from fire
—

is also under
consideration.

The battleship is nn elaborate fighting ma-
chine, bul Its hlgb.es* possibilities are not yet
realized. Much must yet be done by way of
subordinating Its incidental features to the fa-
cility with which its essential characteristics
can be utilized. Every effort made to \u25a0\u0084 com
plish thai object v.il! meet with hearty, popular
approval. Greater satisfaction in the pr
actually being made will be felt by the country.

no doubt, because "f the unfortunate differencee
of opinion which have arisen over administrative
methods En the Navy Department.

DEILIXQ WITH TRI I.VCT.

Without convincing evidence to the contrary,

tt is safe i"assume that responsibility for the
greater number of the cases of truancy [n

the public schools o| New Yo-k. referred t<> by
]>r. MaxwelJ in his annual report, rests with
the parents. While ii may be going too far t"

take the advanced ground of a Western judge,

who holds that the parents are responsible ab-
solutely for the acts of their children, the c>-ii
eral proposition that a child properly trained at
home -will conduct himself with a fair degree

of propriety elsewhere can hardly be disputed.

If tli. sense ol duty and.< is early in-
stilled into the child, it is only in exceptional

that In- will show any marked tendency
to deviate from the ways generally supposed to
be most baieflciaJ to himself and to the com-
munity.

It could hardly be expected, of course, that
pupils In the lower and grammar grades of the
public schools would realize the Importance of
taking advantage cf every opportunity pre-
sented for securing an education. It is per-
fectly natural for children to feel that play Is
much more pleasant than study, but ther**
should be influence enough in the home, backed
by wise laws relating to school attendance, to
bring necessary pressure upon young people to
cause them to attend school regularly. That
this pressure Is not being brought to bear is

evident from the statement that last year
shows au increase of nearly on« thousand cases
of truancy over the previous year.

The suggestion that teachers are to blame
because of their harshness toward erring pupils
is open to serious question. There is no city

in the country where competent teachers have
more -difficulty in enforcing discipline than in
New York. Teachers returning from inspection
of schools in Europe, especially England and
Germany, are astonished at The discipline main-
Mined there and appalled by the lack of it at
home. Assaults upon teachers by pupils are
far less rare then they should be. and if the
trouble lie* at all in the relations between
teacher and pupil it is probable that Itis due
to the handicaps under which the teachers
labor in thoir efforts to enforce "wise regulations

in the schoolroom. With corpora! punishment
forbidden, in general wisely, there seems to be
no means of controlling many of the children
of the rougher class, who hsve never been
trained to an appreciation of ethics, and to
whom moral suasion suggests only weakness.

Naturally, the problem of dealing with pupil*
of so many nationalities as may be found In
the large public schools of lower Manhattan,

where the percentage of truancy Is highest is
s difficult one. While mnny ureducat^d per-
sons fully realize the value of education, and
are determined that their children shall not

suffer from their own handicaps, there are

many others who consider that any attempt to
compel the children to attend school Is an in-
fringement on their rights, and the children are

permitted to follow their own bent and remain
nway from school, even though they are not
cpeniy encouraged in the practice.

Failure of mas^strates to co-operate with the
truancy officers is also vory demoralizing to tho
r.ocessnrv discipline of the school. Even after
making due allowance for boyish perversity,

the plan of arresting a youth for this or for

any 'other act and then discharging him with a

reprimand ami instructions not to tio it again

willresult in improvement in only a very lim-
ited number of cas*>s. If the parents were
roundly fined for the truancy of the children, it

is easily conceivable that there would soon de-
velop in the younger generation an irresistible
impulse to attend school regularly, and this
would probably be accompanied by ether evi-
dences of a healthful responsiveness to disci-
pline.

MONEY AND BUSINESS.

Advancing values in the stock market en-

courage public buying of securities ar.d serve to

strengthen confidence in business circles over

the future of the country's industries. On an ac-

tive speculation quotations for railway and lay

uuaTria! shares made new high records for the
j-ear last week, the moverr.^nt attracting heavy

tradir.s? for the account of persons who operato

on borrowed money, though the transactions of

this character in the greater number of cases
apparently were backed by substantial margir.3.

The extent cf the rise, however, and the evi-

dence of quiet distribution by interests who had

been large holders of speculative lines for many

weeks suggested to conservative observers tho
probability of the development of sharp reac-
tions, especially in stocks which reached a level
whollyout of proportion to their Income yield.

General conditions do not warrant the expecta-

tion of the readjustment of values to a perma-

nently lower range, but speculation is proceed-
ing in a manner that foreshadows losses to

operators who buy at high figures in the confi-
dent hope of winning great fortunes on small
margins. The best Indication of the improve-

ment that has taken place in business and

finance is found in the steady demand for rail-
way mortgage issues, which are being absorbed
in large amounts by individuals and institutions
for investment purposes. In the month of April

total dealings inbonds amounted Inpar value to

more than $139,000,000. against $80,000,000 in
the same time, in 190S. while so far InMay sales

have been far in excess of th* corresponding
period a year ago.

Leading railway stocks closed the vveek at an
average of 12-I.So. against 123 40 in the rreced-

k. and the chief industrials at 93*33, an
advance of 4.21, the progress of the latter group
reflecting the distinct gain reported in the coun-
try's industrial activities. The supply of money

is large enough for current necessities of trade
-tion, but a slightly firmer tendency

in time funds lends strength to the belief that
the low levels of the year have been recorded,

and that in the balance <<f 1909 higher prices

willbe asked by the banks, though a stiff mar-
ket for loans is not expected before the crop de-
mands develop in the late summer and early

faH. Abnormally cheap quotations for money

cannot continue indefinitely. Bank loans at

present are not far from the largest ever re-
ported, while reserves above legal rciuirements
are relatively low. Foreign exchange conditions
doubtless willlead to further shipments of gold,

of which the country has exported since the first
of the year more than $40tO0O,0(MX due to our
fault;/ currency system and large imports of
merchandise at a time of falling exports. And
in addition to the prospect of an additional
outgo of th« metal as an influence on rates for
accommodation the emission of new securities
should not be lost sight of as a factor tending

to bring about better prices for the lender. The
mercantile inquiry for money is more active.

Measured by bank clearings, railroad earnings
and the number of commercial failures, indus-
trial affairs throughout the United States are
now making better progress toward normal con-
ditions than at any time since the period of re-
covery set in. Outside New York, bank clearings

•^ek were 15 per cent larger than in the
same time last year and 24 per cent better than
In 190$ and in New York 24 per cent In excess
of 1908 and about 1 per cent largf-r than in
1906, the latter period, it may be recalled, be
ing a time of great business activity, in addi-
tion to substantial g;iins in transportation re-
ceipts, the railroads present further evidence of

expanding traffic in the reduction of idle cars,

which for all companies amounted i" 14.:;.';"> In
tlie last two weeks, the number of cars not In
use now being the smallest since November,

1908. Sentiment in trade circles is cheerful and
confident, ami In all quarters it Js believed that
with tariff revision out of the way the last ob-
stacle to complete resumption of active opera-
tions in our various lines of Industry will
moved. There is a hotter feeling regarding the
Immediate future of Iron, steel and copper.

\u25a0:iii an actual Increase Inorders from con-
sumers and on firmer price?, the improvement

in steel bHi.sr shown In the current operations

of the T'nited States Steel Corporation,

are on a basis of approximately 67 per cent of
normal, the highest average report' .i sir

panic of October. 1!»7. The demand for pig

Iron Is heavy, and sales of copper at higher quo-
tations are incre.

In drygoods conditions in the primary and sec-
ondary markets remain quiet. Prices are firm
in cotton goods as a consequence of the strength

inthe raw product, and from current indications

the hope of lower quotations Is not well founded.
The market Is Intrinsically strong*, and greater
activity is looked for with the advent of warmer
weather and the »nd of tariff discussion, while
in the general retail trade for all classes of
goods no complaint Is heard from merchants re-
garding the character and volume of current

business. That the retailers are doing well la

Indicated by the amount of duplicate orders re-
ceived by the wholesalers. Speculation in cot-

ton futures is moderately active, but prices are
irregular, with, however, a strong tone, based
in great part on the crop outlook, which at the

moment Is not favorable. The mills are not

active buyers, for the good reason that they

have on hand large stocks, accumulated when
prices were lower, but the export trade shows
improvement. Unprecedented buying marks the

course of the wool market.

Domestic wheat markets again ar«s higher,
prices last week advancing to the best level of

the season on aggressive operations by the Chi-
cago Board of Trade speculators. As a rote, de-

velopments affecting quotations were bullish.
adverse weather reports, light Western receipts

and government figures of crop conditions as of
May 1 encouraging active buying, though In

some circles It was thought the adverse feat-

ures in the situation had been more than dis-

counted by the rise in prices. Flour naturally

responded to the advance in wheat, but also
was affected by the tight available stocks, which

were smaller than ever recorded at this time of

the 3-ear. winter wheat flour being especially
scarce, as a consequence of the shutting- down

of mills that either were unable to secure the
wheat or unwilling to pay the high price de-

manded. The hide market is exceptionally
strong, and leather is up in sympathy, with bet-

ter conditions reported in footwear. Building

operations throughout the country are active.
More capital was invested rh this line in New

York in the last month, with one exception,

than in any preceding month on record.

The pamphlet of the Bureau of Municipal Re-

search or. the mayoralty should be sent to Mr.

Charles F. Murphy, so that he can master all

the plans and specifications.

A manlesa gun to Bre away at ar
• i it it is pc

• hope for. The evotnt
the waging of strictly im-

war would be a. humane ad\

A Fr Dr. Be!..

in radio-telegraphy is lometimes followed by

•unate effects en an operator's eyrs. Tha

announcement is not incredible, and shows the

Tv-isdom both of determining Its correctness and

of devising: effective means to lessen the danger.

Mr. M'Ady) > puiUy <"' another heinous of-
fence against the traction interests of this city.

He is exp«>rlment!ns Kith an automatic Indi-
cator of stations on his tunnel trains. Doesn't
he know that the correct attitu^s toward all

such Innovations Is to dismiss them as Impos-

sible:

"Philanthropy" again v^.ns James A. ratter..

Stories about pold in the Ad'.ror.clacks slicraM
be accepted with caution. That the meta! has

been found there in small quantities is not nn-

:'k-:y. Whether the ore cor.tnirins it Is abun-

dant enough and rich enough to make mln'.r.sr
pay Is the important question. A -••\u25a0\u25a0: d-»al of
money has been sunk in working other mineral
deposits In that part of the country. Such un-
profitable vent-- should serve' as a war&tns
against fresh mistakes.

According to the United States Consul at

Cape Town, special privileges are granted to

Canadian merchants and manufacturers by one

of. the Canadian steamship lines whose vessels

run direct to South Africa. Free transportation

Is given to bona fide agents who wish to fur-

ther trade. The consul remarks that if •*"

porters in this country should aorlv fcr a simi-

lar concession it might be secured. The sug-

gestion is worth investigation. A great deal of

merchandise already goes from the United States

to-South Africa by way of Canada.

THE TALK OF THE DAT.

Professor David W. Marks, who died In London
recently, was probably the only Jewish minister

•who held \u25a0 place "-with the same congregation tor

sixty-nine years. Ke was ninety-seven years ol^.
but was a member of the "younger class." having

been the first clergyman of hi? faith to cast aside.

in an English congregation, some of the antlQaa
usages find to make tha service of tne reformed
kind. He was recognized as one of the learned men
of his time, but was net a university graduate.

"Do you like this kindergarten better than tne
one in Rlvington street V ,.

"Aw, they ain't In It with OS. They a'.r. Ie\en
grot cla-ss colors or a college yell."

The official German statistics of motor »•* '''
for passengers and freight traffic for the three
years 19«. ISO7and 19CS showed 36,02 and *:.-
727 vehicles of different classes. There was. says

"Engineering." in 190S an increase of nearly IS

per cent over 1907, against an increase of S3 per

cent in 1907 over 1901 The increase alTects particu-

larly the more powerful carriages and rather ex-
pensive motor cars, prices of which went down
last year. The number of accidents has decreased,

but Berlin had as many as 71 accidents for evory

100 vehicles.

"Seen the name of this ne-w royal baby?"
"Iread the .-st Instalment.**— Louisville Co-.irler-

Journal.

The American Fourth of July will be celebrated
by Danish-American citizens at an exposition to

be held in Aarhus. Denmark, on July 4. according to

an announcement made by Henry I* Hertz, toast-
master at the third annual dinner of the Chica«r~
branch, Danish-American Association. '"Ithas oetri

arranged, said Mr. Hertz, "that our Fourth of
July this year will celebrated at Denmark's ex-
position. There will be about two thousand mem-
bers of our association at the festivities, the entire

town being turned over to us for the event."

Lawyer
'(cross-examining)— You testified that

Miss Smyth* was walking in her sleep. How do
you know she was asleep? .

Witness
—Well, a mouse ran across th<» floor r.ght

In front of her and she never even batted an eye.

—Chicago Tribune.

Governor Stuart, of Pennsylvania, has vetoed a
bill to permit juries In murder cases to determine
between the death penalty and life imprisonment.
"In view of the disregard of human life -which some
elements of cur population continually exhibit. I
do not think th • our criminal law governing- the
punishment for murder in the first degree should

be relaxed." says the Governor. Approving the
veto. "The Philadelphia Inquirer" says: "When

we reach the point where Juries, swayed momen-
tarily by emotion or by sympathy, can virtually

destroy the death penalty we shall errive at the
beginning of an Increa.«lng li?t of cold-blooded
crimes."

"Do we owe the doctor much?" asked the wife
"No:Ipaid him last week. Why do you ask?"
"Because he hasn't said yet thia is the finest

ba'oy he ever saw."

The council of the Bread and Food Keform
League of Kr.glanJ has issued a manifesto direct-;
ing attention to the importance of us'rsg a more
nourishing bread than ordinary fine wheat broad,

especially as food for children. "Chemistry proves."
says the council, "that the wn • of the wheat
grain contains more nutriment than the part usu-
ally made Into fine white flour. Kxperin-.ents made,

on the human digestion in America confirm the
statements of tlie Bread and Food Keform League

that more protein— flesh-forming material— can hi

assimilated from whole wheat meal when It Is
ground to a uniform fineness than when coarsely

ground, while experiments in (Jorniany ?how t?:nt
from 500 grammes of finely ground wheat mea! the

body assimilated nearly two and a half times more,

of the mineral substances which form bones and
teeth, anil which nourish the brain, nerves and
tissue?, than from a similar weight of fine white
flour."

"Isn't tt a great a<ivantace
...

la.n-
guaßes hefnre travelling abrn.id?"

"Not always,*? answered Miss <'Hy«rn». **T"n-
familiarity with a. hnKuazr- o*-ra;=i"nally »n^M»s
one Jo conceal a great deal of downright Igno-
rance."

—
Washington Star.

MEMORIAL OF JEFFERSON DAVIS.

A part of the Kentucky farm on which Jefferson
Davis was born has been purchased by an associ-
ation composed of Southerners. It will be mai-»
Into a park and preserved as a memorial of th-*

President of the ?outh°ni Confederacy. To this
expression of the honor and affection in which th«
Southern people hold the memory of Mr. Davia
there tan be no nbjer-tion IJ

* the part of broad-
minded Americans. This is peculiarly an era of
memorials

—
not for the perpetuation, of the animosi-

ties engendered by civil v.-ar, but to honor men
who had ihe eonrase of their convictions, it mat-

ters not on which side, they -sver^ arrayed.
Jefferson Davis s»rved tha Cnited States -with

difcttnetion in the vir with Mexico. He was an
able Secretary of War !n the administration or
President Pierce. He was a strong and dignified
figure in the Senate of the ['nlted States. Pennsyl-
vania and other Northern States are erecting on
Virginia battlefields monuments to the soldiers
who fought against the Southern Confederacy, of
which Mr. Davis was th° executive head. It ii
eminently proper, and In accord with the spirit of
the age. that the South should preserve th>i birth-

place of Jefferson Davis.

A NEW PARIS GAM?:
From The Boson He-raH.

•
Juvenile Parisians have a n»*r gam* to take the

place of the diabolo craze. It is called the
-
-Lcop-

Ins Bird." and is a little aeroplane shot up by the
aid of a. hook and a pair of d'.aboio stick". The
Tuileriee Gardens are much fr^u^r.r^ by players
cf the "Loopinz Bird." BJt more ambition* models
of aeroplanes "than the bird are now Bold from
SI o0 to JlO. One at th» latter is a v*ry good imita-
tion of the Farman machine, and i* prop"?!:»-i by
twisted India rubber strings. On b?:nj wo'iid up
the little aeroplane, which is provided -with wheels,
rues along- the ground for twenty feet a.-.d then
ri&es to from five to sis f»at and flies thro/njh rh»
air for some twenty yard* or so. A e-.;te little
toy for good children. "thougTh no doubt «orr.e bad
ones are not deprived of it by tn»ir indulgent
Trench parents.

DID JOB HAVE INFLUENZA

Bishop Thornton, vicar of Blackburn, has fceen
sufJerins from influenza, and ha writes in his parish
xxiasraziiie:

-Or.* needs to pass into the depth* of fr.S-jenza
to understand some of the versej in Job. Larr.ecta-
tic-rs and the Psalms!

•'I have sometimes beer conscious cf an aiinos:
comical Incongruity in watch.r.g. say. on a sunny

mornin? In a crowded church a heiits.y. \u25a0vft-y.tea.
bri?ht-faced choir boy warblir.? from nis c"=hione,i

EtaU. *Iam withered like grass.' 'My days are
consumed like smoke.' -By reason of groaning my
bor.es cleave to my flesh.'

-But the exhaustion of the sickbed can elimi-
nate all s^rsse of exaggeration In s'ich phrases a3

we have quoted."

AN EXCUSE, NOT AN EXPLANATION.
From The Rochester Poßt-ES^ress.

"Taxsasy, under ray leadership, won fifteen out
of seventeen battles," observed Richard Croker be-
fore sailing for Europe. However. Xhim doeaa't ex-
plain wi-ere he sot 1-

FREE TRADE DITCHING

Had Exhaustion of Direct Tax-
ation-—'Sea hand Imposts.

London. May X.
Ti".s (Jemorallred d?fen*ers or Free Trada hay»

fallen back upon t!:e lard. Mr. Uoyd-Oors* \u25a0

hia fcud^t prortSea fcr Drcadr.ou^-ts ar.i rtd
age r^r-s'-oas by carrying1direct t&r.tition on cur-

rent lines to tio breaS±BJis polr.t. The KraiuA-
tion of the income tax !s extended ar.ci »up«r

taxes on larg^ fcjcomea are adiled: fieath. s-oc-

cess!oa and legacy dutle? are heavily mcressed:
stamp duties on stock eschaas* transactions
are expanded: the HQUcr monopoly Is forced^
Klve up a considemble proportion cf Its profit*

!nlicenses: tobacco and spirits are taxed afresX
and motor cars and petrol ar« naJ» mor« ex-

p-r.sivo luxurlss. About £14.:Gi\C00 is raised
by th?se m^ar.s. and with a moderat* snsp«n-

sion of the sinking fund service the accounts
r*balanced for the year, after provision baa

been mad-? for an experiment Inlabor exenanses
and a new fund fcr s.?Corestatiort and xsatlcnjU

development. Tea. sugar and v,!r.» a-» r.ot

changed, but otherwise the resources of Fre*

Trade Cnanct. are xrellnlsh exhausted With In-

comes raying a shilllss on th» pound liable for

fourteen pence and an advance to eighteen r«nc»
fcr receipts in excess of £3.000. and with death
duties rar.slnir from 4 to 13 per cent , a estates,

direct taxation has been carried as far as Is

practicable. Yet there will be eight PrawS-
nbughta Inplace of four next year, and th» o.a
as*;pension is only the ber:r.nlns of a ccstty

series of social reforms. How will the money be

raiseU by a Free Trads government for m en-

larsed «=cale oC national expenditures? Appar-

ently from the land. This may be described

-
the last ditch cf Free Trade.

The unearned increment of lanrt Is wnat t-«

reformers have bern striving to tax. That .s to

say its value for building sites, mining develop-

ment or other purposes apart from the stru.fare.

now upon it or the uses made of fc M--:n.,i-

palities in quest o'. new source- of revenue for

meeting their expenditures for local aarr..r.;3tra-
tion have favored the principle of "rat.ns Una

values., and bills promoted by them have been

carried to second reading A special committee

reported on the advisability of estaMishin* land

value as the basis for rate* or local taxation^
The Liberal government sought to apply the

principle to Scotland by forcing a land valua-

tion bill through. the Commons, and the Lords

rejected it. The bill wbin paised a second toa

by the Commons was mutilated by the I*T«S

and withdrawn, and a similar bill for England

was not pressed. What these measures proposed

was a new rate on land values apart from exist-

Inr rates on buildings occupied, and there

obvious difHculties in cases where tenants ~ere

under contract to pay rates in return for re-

duced rentals. Land reformers have altered

their line of attack, and have favored a ne^
land tax in place of a special rate on land

values They have recommended thai course as

a financial reform under cover of the general

budget, and have suggested the substitution of a

new tax for one already existing on the barfa .of

an obsolete valuation. The Chancellor of the

Exchequer, with the best advisers available at

the Treasury, has been able to make only a.

feeble beginning. Indeed, some of Ms disap-

pointed followers are complaining that he has

not started at all. but is merely pUyin* *rt«i

the question. In reality he has unlocked a biff

door and la drawins a throng of shcuters after

him. i .
When ntt was in dire straits for money to

carry on war with Napoleon he converted the

oldtime Utn.l tax into a rich source of revenue.

It was levied at four shillings on th» pound,

with an antiquated rating: and he offered ad-

vantageous terms of redemption and procured

large masses of fresh capital when needed for

the' improvement of national credit. Th- rem-

nant which was not redeemed became a rent

chargp. and was incorporated with trie drastic

system of Income taxation introduced by the

great financier. It has shrunk from decal« f>

decade under subsequent redemptions until it

now yields hardly more than £7«Wn> as a prop-

erty tax. but there is enough of it left to form

a reserve for compulsory redemption. -TfeS

Economist" has estimated that It could be re-

deemed in two years and the treasury N» en-

riched with from aiWOJDOO to £20.000.000. At

twenty years' purchase or redemption it wooM

bo a good bargain for the taxpayers, and a large

fund would be accumulated for either naval

construction or the -mking fund. Thi* was a*
timelysuggestion for a gre.it financial operation

which would have takt-n rank with some °f

Pitt's achievements at the treasury. The tem-

porary deficiency of revenues would have *\u25a0"\u25a0

met with little effort and without increase In

direct taxation, and the Chancellor si th» Ex-

chequer might have claimed credit for a con-

vincing demonstration of the inexhaustible re-

sources of Frc« Trade finance.

Mr. Lioyd-Georg* has not b<-en a financier
grappling with a complex probloiu of th« Treas-

ury po mu'-h as a Radical po'Uirfan looking a
long way ahoad to the possibilities of a coalition
-with tho Labor party. Not satisfied with In-

creasing the exactions of direct taxation at th*
expanse of the rich, and with producing what Is

calWl a democratic budget, he has provided for
a comprehensive valuation of the land In th*
Kingdom. Ifhe has not gone far 33 a land tax»r,

he has opened the way for a new system of tax-

ation at th») expense of large landholders. Ilia

three proposals are a halfpenny on IBM capital

value r,I undeveloped I.i.n<i and mineral light*.

a 10 per c»nt reversion dutjy on benefit to th*

lessor at the termination ofla lease, and M per

cent of the unearned increment on suburban or

other land whi'^h may rise in valu<*. Th*> half-

penny is a tax on undeveloped land, vacant
buildingsites insuburban areas and miningroy-

alties and minerals underground: the 10 p«r cent
reversion duty is a share In the landholder's
profits en property acquired without expendi-

ture; and the 20 rer cent i.s a fifthof the un-
earned increment when property is so!d or In-

herited. These taxes cannot be levied until

there has been a systematic valution of land
throughout the Kingdom; and consequently only

£000,000 la sf?t"!own in th«* bodget as the yi'l'l

for the fiscal year. That Is onfy the thin a4sa.
of the wedge in the gre«n tree, it can be driven

a long way when the timber is dry.

While land reformers are disappointed be-

cause these tax~s are not more drastic they are

continent that a new source of revenue of limit-

less capacity has been opened. They assert that

as time g<>e3 on this r.ew resource of free tra.i*
can be develor*^ as Industriously as etrher in-

come taxes or death dutie.=i have been. In3t*ad
of a bare half million there •will be rations in

it for Dreadnousht3 and social reform. Per-
centages can be increased. Tne unearned incre-

ment can be gradually absorbed by the state
and screws can t>*? put on landlords for the
•public exploitation" of the great estates. Tber»
will be not only a. fresh source of revenue for
th* Treasury, bu* also a n<?w basis of rating for
the local authorities. So optimistic are tha en-
thusiasts over ultimate results when the land
has ence b*en revalued that it is dltncult to

credit the pessimist* when they assert that the
fhancellor has hardly started in his career as
a land reformer. The plaudits of the former
class may convince the Lords that landholder*
are to be deliberately raided and plundered and
that the budget must be thrown out and th*
general elections brought on in self-defence.
That ma-.- be the seqtjei to what 13 described as
a -dissolution budget." in which finance, wheth-
er high or low. legitimate or predatory, is sub-
ord'n&ted to social <;ue3tioris. Meanwhile, the
laurels of Pitt. Peel and Gladstone have allowed
the Chance!!-;:- ct the Exclwv-*? tiy sleep enm-
fo'riablv. Ifhe dreams in restless moments, it
's of himself a* Prime Minister In, a future
Radxal-Labor coalition, with Mr. Winston
Churchill as Chancellor in ciiarse of semi-ao-
ciaui-t bud«eta. * Si. «

-


