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VjTTHEXthe Prince had left the root::. Katt turned
W ... Henry and asked. "You are newly

arrived at court'" "Katt was a fine, manly young
fellow, whose face and manner were frank and en-
gaging .

"'I was never in Berlin until last night." answered
Henry.*"You doubtless have already seer, enough to con-
vince you that a sad condition exists in the pa/ace."
said Katt "The King cruelly hates Prince Frederick
aniPrincess Wilhelmma. though there is no cause
for his hatred save the machinations of Grumkow.
Everyone at court except his Majesty knows that
Grumkow and Seckendorf are here in the interest
of Austria; but the King is so stubborn and violent
that no one would dare to tell him the truth, for he
v^»ulinot believe it from the lips of an angel from
Heaven

\u25a0'Grumkow's reason for sowing dissension between
father and son is this The Margrave of Schwedt,
\rh> is now a guest in the palace, is the first Prince
of the Blood, and ifPrince Frederick was dead, and
the Margrave married to the Princes- Wilhehmna.
no power could keep Scfawedt from the throne of
Prussia. Grumkow's desire, prompted by Austria.
Ibelieve, is to foster hatred between the Crown
Pnnce and the King

"Grumkow desires, ifpossible, to drive the Crown
Prince to do some act that the King in his madness

\u25a0will call treasonable, and if Prince Fritz falls into

the trap. Grumkow will induce the King to order a
Court martial, and the court willbe composed of the
minister's tools The King willbe so worked upon
that he willallow the law to take its course, and I
predict the Crown Prince will meet hi death
or. the scaffold unless it is prevented by a:: uprising
of the Prussian people.

"If Grumkow fails in his purt.o-e to bring the
Crown Prince to the block. 1 believe the old devil
will cause Fritz to be assa-.-inaied. 1 tell you. the
life of our friend is in hourly peril! In case of his
death. Princess Mina will be forced to ::i.irry this
beast from Schwedt. and theT.M Kn:g'> day> willbe
numbered; for he will tall a victim to Grumkow.
When the King dies. Schwedt will become King

in r.ame; but Brandenburg nd Pru--:u will soon
become a part oi the map of Austria."
"Icar.iiot help believing you .ire wrong." -aid

Keith. "Aterrible state of affairs exists: but Iyan-
not believe that all you say willcometopass While
poor Schwedt is madly in love with the Princess, and
desires above all things to marry her. he is .-till an
hjnest fellow at heart, and more >: a man than you
v.\>'j! 5 believe. Ifyou knew h:::: .»- well as 1do, you
would agree with me that he has the soul of agentle-
man. ...... heart of a child. Not
all the crowns of Europe would induce the Margrave

of Schwedt to be a party to the frightfulplot your
imagination ha- conjured up."

"Of course not'" cried Katt "Do you suppose
Grumkow and Austria would intrust Schwedt with
knowledge of their plans 1 He is but their too!, and,
as he is madly in love with, the Princess, you will
know one of these fine day.- that Ihave just uttered
a true prophecy Mina will fall into his arms-r-and
Ipray. to God "r-he may die before the hour come.-'"

"You may be r:ght." answered Keith, "but. bad
as Grumkow i=. Ican hardly believe a heart really
beats that is bad enough to hatch so hellish a plot
Surely there is no heart so evil a- to work upon the
hall-mad bram of our King for the purpo.-e of induc-
inghim to killh:> own son!"

••I tell you, Keith." answered Katt. who was
growing excited, —"Itell you.Grumkow would mur-

der hi^.wn mother, or strangle hi- own infant, ifby-

doing so he could put money into his purse or grasp
j.ower m his hand- He has already caused the
death of scores \u25a0>: ::.:; Krent men who have stood in

his way and h:-career pi murder ha3 hardly begun!"

Katt trembled iv. his excitement. His lace wa-

flushed. hi- i-vo glared with a wildness that -eemed
to have a touch of madness in it. He stood gazing

vacantly at the ceiling, his hands clenched and lv.->
arm.- outstretched.

••I d-> not want to be v prophet of evil, he con-
tinued' "but ; tell you the heart of the future seems

bare to me at this instant! You 'and 1. Keith,

Fritz'- best friend-, will beGrumkow sfirst victims.
Ishall die rirst. God! I car. see my head on the
block? Your fate is not clear; but there is trouble
aheai for you Fritz. Ifear, willbe shot by a com-

pany of his own regiment, and Mina will be saved
fyr Schwedt: The Queen will follow Fritz and me.

Then poorOld Stumpy will the way of all flesh,
and Grumkow will be the :\-.u King of Prussia

FRITZ HENRY stool aghast at this friuhtful
prophecy, and was almost ready to believe that

Katt was drunk. . i

Keith wiped the perspiration from his.face as lie

said. "My.God! you freeze my blood! He covered
his face with his hands and sank into a chair.

Katt stood as ii in a trance. Henry placed Ins
han iur. his shoulder and spoke- gentiy to him.

made in speaking unkindly of you. [ foolishly al-
lowed my lather's favor to you to turn me against
you. I*llgo to my sister at once. She willthank you
quite as warmly as 1do for the timely help you gave
me to-day, and Iassure you it willnever l>e forgotten
by either of us."

"The Crown rince threw his dressing gown to thw
floor, donned his military coat. and. boylike, ran im-
petuously to tell his sister of the incident at the
harpsichord.

venturers. Many of them are spies; but the King
is the dupe ofthem all. What my mother, my lister,
and Ineed is friends, and a new recruit in our cause
willbe as welcome to the Queen and to my sister as
he i.- to me, even though all we know of him is that
his name is Captain Churchill, and that he is nimble
of wit and quick to act. Your quickness in taking
my place at the harpsichord is all the introduction
you need. Mv sistei will !>e delighted to hear you
play. We have no musician at court that can com-
pare with you Your performance on the haq>si-
chord to-day was the most delightful music 1 ever
heard, an 1 the most profitable to me."

Fritz's remark concerning the new recruit to his
cause emphasized Henry's conviction that it would
be safer not to meet the Queen and the Princess until
the King saw fit t<> present him. The King's intro-
duction might not l>e the high road to favor with
them; but it was surely the safer road, and Henry
trusted in his ability to win their favor later on by
convincing them that he was really their friend.

pRITZ HENRY was seeking for an excuse t«> de-
*\u25a0 [me the Prime's offer, when an interruption
saved him the trouble. There was a knock at the
door Anofficerentered the room, saluted his Colonel.
Prince Fritz, and said

"His Majesty commands Captain Churchill's at-
tendance at the barracks, and 1 am tohave the honor
of conducting him to the King."

The Crown Prince turned pale as he asked.
\u25a0!\u25a0\u25a0.: know what the Kins,' wants withCaptain
Churchill?"'

1 do not know, your Highness," answered the of-
ficer.'

Ihope the harpsichord has not brought you into
trouble." said Katt. whose experience had caused
him to fear hi.- Majesty ii every aspect.

Fritz Henry immediately departed with theofficer,
leaving his three friends in a state of vvimdering alarm
Their fears, however, were ungrounded. The King had
sent for mew recruit togive him a commission and
to clothe him m1he regimental uniform He kept
these uncouth Grenadier uniforms on'hand, always
ready f<>ra new recruit It"a Grenadier died, the King

tucked the uniform carefully away to await the man
who was to till tlie vacant place If the coat did not

tit the new recruit; :! was a pity, lor the >ake of both
the coat and the man: but it,by stretching a garment
a little here, or by taking it in a little or a great deal
there, it could be made to do it.- duty even poorly,
the new man wove ;? and had no alternative. For-
tunately, a new and fairly well fitting uniform Jell
to Fritz Henry'slol The King's delight in his Gr-.-n-
adier Regiment w.i-m> .... super-
intended the fitting of each uniform.

WHEN Henry arrived at the barracks, the King
v, i-present to deliver the \u25a0 >mmi&>ion in per-

son, to pass vi>on the litof :h-.- uniform, and to gloat

Fritz Henry Then inj

There V.'cnt to Hit Fitc

KATThad hardly finished speaking when Fritz :v-
turned and, grasping Henry i>y the arm. said

joyfully. "Come with me! 1 want my sister to know
you."'

"Have you the King's consent to present me to
your sister and to the Queen?" asked Henry.

" [have not taken the trouble to ask it." answered
Prince Fritz. "Were I to speak unbidden to my
father on that or any other subject, he would strike
me with his cane But Ishall present you to my
mother also, if &he :- with my sister

"
•
Iam a stranger." suggested Henry, "and you:
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