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speak of such matters to a stranger, but
—

but

.-nice your timely help to my brother, Icannot
help feeling and hoping that you are our mend.
We need a fritnd; for. saving Katt and Keith,

whose friendship us stronger than their mag-

ment. we have n<I friends inall the world Even
..).• who loves us dearly, is constantly

bringing trouble upon us
"

Again the Pnncess
paused to regain composure Itseem- that

your days inBerlin have been days of triumph
You have accomplished the wonderful feat of
winning my father and my brother and IDe

lieve that inall the world there is not another
man who could win both."

"I thank your Highness, and hope you are

right insaying that Ihave won both the Irince

and the King." said Henry.
•Ido want to say." continued the Princess

•that when you winm brother, you of course
winme And lam >urj you willnot inanyway

misunderstand my words; but—" again the

Princess paused, and Henry, feeling that she

had not finished speaking, reman silent—

"but : am wondering if it is fair to allow you.

who know : .thing of the perilous conditions
here at court, to bear th.- dangerous burden >i

two such friendships My father anl m>
brotherare to each other as oil and fire, andbe-
tween the two you willperish unless your judg-

ment and discretion are >
greater than— than it

seems possible any mm can be
Again the Princess paused

"'
Isuppose you

do not car.- for my advice, and 1 cannot tell why
Iwish to warn you. but with all the need my

brother and Ihave for your friendship, which,

for some reason Iam read) to believe ... true.

[ do advise you not to remain in Berlin unless
you wish to take your stand on m) father S side

and igainst us Great misfortune surely awaits

us and allour frien<ts Ifyou feel that th.
—

the
curse of our friendship is to fall on you. Iurge

you to leave Berlin without delay."

TIIi Princess, with difficulty, finished speak-
ing and her words fell so heavily on Fritz

Henry's heart that he could not at once reply.
Don't Care was right Mina certainly made
men pity her *)ne at least was completely car-
ried otr his feet by his yearning to help the rar.-.
beautiful girl whose- life was darkened by -»

much grief and trouble Presently he sp-.kt- in

low. earnest tones• Ihop.- affairs are not so bad as you sup-

pose but if they were a thousandfold worse, it

my life was inhourly peril. Ishould still remain

for the sake of being near your Highness, to
render what helpIcould give incase of n.-ed.

The girllooked up to his face with surprise in

her eyes Then- was also gratitude; but she
did not >|x-.ik.and Henry continued;

"
had heard your praises sung long Inrfore I

thought of cmuig to Herhn. but the song w is

a poor tribute to—to
—'

\u25a0' Isupposed \>u had come to Berlin involun-
tarily," interrupted Mina. with evident desire
t-i change the subject

"You are right," answered Henry "Iand
in old servant were surrounded by a company
,irascals in the mountains when we were on a
journey There were six of them and two of us,

and Iwas unarmed; so Isurrendered uncondi-
tionally My servant was -<-nt horne

—
a long

journey— to tell my father Ihad been captured
by brigands, and Iwas carried off. having no
knowledge ol my destination Idid n>.t know
th. reason for being taken tillImet the Mar-
grave oi Schwedt at .m inn a lew miles from
Berlin The Margrave's shrewd wits—shrewder
tar tli.ni they appear to b.

—
discovered the

truth, and Ilearned from him that 1 was in-

tended for the Grenadier Regiment All Eu-
rope, of course, has heard of your father's ;h--
, nh.ir methods \u25a0•! recruiting for his favorite
regiment When 1 learned that Berlin was my
destination, and that Ihad been kidnapped to

be made a Grenadier. Iwas relieved ofall fore-
bodings because Iknew Icould at once obtain
my release by disclosing to your father my
identity, and— and my nationality

'

Frit/ Henry did not wish to reveal hi- :i.-n-
tity to the Princess; but he felt that he must,

in a way, follow up what he had said c ncern-
mg himself, even though he should mislead her
by an untruth: so he continued"Knowing tii.it your father had recently had
tr-'iibie because of having kidnapped one of
King George's subjects. Ifelt sup- he would be
only too clad to avoid a similar complication
with the Kingof England, and Iknew he would

release me it once on my demand
The Pnn.ess glanced swiftlyat Henry's :ic

He thought she intended asking him it he wa-

an Englishman, and. wishing to prevent the
question, he hurriedly continued:

"Before seeing the King and—and yourself
in the Mirrored Chamber, Ihad made u;> my
mind to refuse to enter the regiment . but after—

after -<-.-mg you —
A man's mind may take

a very great leap, in .i very little men) s.>

after— after seeing your Efighness Isuddenly
determined to remain

"
Henry's manner was

more significant than his words, though he.
perhaps, was unconscious of the fact.

The Princess lifted her eyes quickly to Hen-
ry's face, looked away from him, and said
rather coldly,"Ifear you forget yourself

"JO"< » tdo not. !have good right to'say that
it was you who kept me here, if what Isay

i-. true; .ml ifIseek no reward save the happi-
ness of serving you faithfully, you have no
right to deny me the pleasure of offering my
services. You need not tear that Ishall mis-

understand your graciousnesi) nor that Ishall
iiiak-- a th>l of myself by ever asking reward
for any service Imay be >o fortunate as to ren-
tier Hut I.miglad tohave this opportunity to

tell y>u for the tir-.t and last tune what
—

what
it :^ right that you should know When my
faith proves false, Ihope Imay receive your
hatred. Ishall not at this time ask your High-
ness to accept me on faith. Imay be a mere
adventurer, or Imay be false; but when Ihave
proved myself, then Ihope you willgive me my

reward.— the only reward !shall ask.— your
al
-Iknow you are not an adventurer."-an-

swered the Princess impulsively. Yam have
proved yourself to be a thful friend to i.i>
brother 'and Iwillmeet your candor halt wa> by

telling you that Inow take you on faith and

without probation
" .

"Ithank your Highness, answered rntz

Henry 'but if lam tohelp you and the Crown
Prince. Imust also have your fathers tavor

and ifIhave that. Itear you and your brother
will doubt me

'"

Acloud came f..r a moment to the Princess
face; but she immediately >ai<i

•
W are

rit;ht A wise friend i>a double mend- \u25a0» y

brother and Ihave found so much duplicity :n
the heart.- of men, ami have v, otter, been de-

ceived by ray father's friends who have pre-
tended to be" ours, that we are naturally mi>-

piciousi but Ifeel sure that the hope Ol gain

from Grumkow and my father wouldnot induce

you to hold a traitorous thought toward us.
"

"Iwiil make no grand promises." answered
Fritz Henry \u25a0' What Ido shall be my promise
ItIapparently take my stand among those who

wish evilto you and to the Crown Prince, :t wil.
be because 'l can !>e of better help to you.

Neither your father nor Grumkow has any

favor to grant that could be of pervjnul value

to me Ihave nothing to gain by remaining
inBerlin.->jve the great pleasure of serving you.

Till:Queen had been glancing with evident
displeasure toward Fritz Henry and \.il-

helmina. whose conversation ha<l already l>een
too long to suit her. and the Princess, having
caught her mother's >ignal>. showed signs ol
uneasiness which Henry, in turn. wa^» quick It

catch Therefore he bowed and said
'•Ihope your Highness willoften giveme tne

privilege of speech with you."-
It is a privilege thatIshall .seek for my own

sake at every opportunity." replied the Prin-
cess, liftingher eyes for a moment to Henrys
face, and then looking to the floor

"I beg to bid your Highness goodnight,
sai 1 Henry.

"Goodnight."

pi<;i'Z HENRY left the Princess. ..poke v
w >rd to the Crown Prince, talked for a few

minutes with the Margrave of Schwedt. asked
leave of the Queen to withdraw, made hi>
adieus, and went to his bedroom, a garret near
the apartments of Prince Fritz Not far from
Fritz Henry's room were the wretched little
pigeonholes' occupied by Katt an 1 Keith, and
nearby w.i^ the room \u25a0>: the Margrave oi
Schwedt

\Y/IIEN the Queen reached her apartment
that evening, she .sent her mai iRamen

to fetch Wilhehnma When the Princeso
arrived, her Majesty glared angrily at her and
said.• V m made a beautiful spectacle of yoursei.
this evening'"

In what respect, mother? asued Mm.

"You talked to pur father's new creature
for half an hour \Vith blushing, and casting
down your eyes, and lookingup to his face, one
would have thought you wcrr a country

maiden talking to her yokel in the lane."
"You talked to him. mother, and 1) >ri t

Care talked to him longer than Id:d." an-
swered Mina

"She must have been timingall wrh \u25ba talke i
to her handsome Captain," said I)>n't Cane
"Itimed nobody/ -.v iMina "I talked t >

the gentleman whom my father presented t >

you and whom my brother presented to me.
\'- 1 .:i<- else came near me, and while he re-
mained .itmy side. 1 cannot see how Icould
have avoided talking to him so I—lI

—
Italked i<

him
"

••indeed you did talk to him h^h the even-
ing!" retorted the Queen "Ihear he has al-
ready found favor with Grumkow and the
King though he has been in Berlin >n:y a few
days Perhaps he was brought here to spy
upon your brother and me For all you know,

he may l>e here tor the purpose >: assassinating
the Crown Prince and abducting you

"

"Mother, mother you don't understand!'
said th.> Prince— Mina "This :i\m is—i

The Princess stopped speaking V-v.iuv -:•>•
knew that the Queen would repeat every won!
to her maid. Ramen Mina also knew that
Ramen was Grumkow *s though the Queen
could never be brought to'believe that impor-
tant fact

•pVKk since the birth of U'ilheimina. the
Aj Queen's gre.it desire had been for the mar-
riage of the Princess to Prince Frederick, th--
eldest \u25a0>•):! of her Majesty's brother. George II
of England. Queen Sophia was a foolish, bad
tempered, though affectionate mother, anifor
some unaccountable reason blamed Wilhelmina
because the English marriage had not been con-
summated; though the Princess had no more to
d > with it. fro or con, than she had to do with
an eclipse oi the moon Mina knew her cousin
and despised him. but she was well aware that
her feelings in the matter would not be giver.
even a passing thought by either of her parent^,
and the poor, helpless girl was ready to meet

her fate, whatever itmight be. At twenty she
was almost tired of life,and was resigned to ;*•

the victim of either her father, her mother, or
Injth Many marriage-, had been proposed by
the King: but the Queen clung to one.

—
that

with England's Prince.
Nearly all the men Wilhelmina had met were

repulsive in person and character Up to the
time of meeting Fritz Henry, she had spoken
to few men who were worthy to Ik?accepted by
her as friends, save two or three of her brothers
associates, who were all y tunger than she and
hardly t<> be classed as men.

Frit \u25a0 Henry had furnished a new -~tmilord by
which site could measure men. aniin a w ty hail
changed her opinion of the entire race. He ha i
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