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BOOKS OF THE WEEK.

What Was the Civilization the Poet

Described?
Andrew Lang in The London Morning Post.

Was there ever such a puzzle as the problems
which arc connected with Homer and with the
early history of mid-Eastern Europe and the

.-Esean coasts? Till the last quarter of the
Nineteenth Century we knew nothing about this
unwritten history, and now the more we know in

the way of facts the less we feel certain in the
way of theory. When Iwas an undergraduate
my tutor, Mr. Jowett, Ml by no means certain
that the civilization, arts and mode of life de-
scribed by Homer were not the creation of
poetical fancy. Now. as the result of the labor
of the spade in regions from the Danube Valley

\o the northern coast Of the Black S<-a. from
the Greek mainland to Crete, Egypt. Palestine.
Cyprus and the western coasts and inland of
Asia Minor, we know that Homer scribed
actual civilizations and spoke «>f what he knew.
Bui the trouble Is that his descriptions, though
they ail deal with veritable actualities. d>> n<>t
tit into any theory of the history of this great
region as revealed by excavations. . . \u25a0 The
great .'\u25a0•-• civilization which we have de-
scribed ha left no relics in iron: no iron was
round in the graves of Mycenae which were so
rich in remains of VKsean art. Now-, if t!l'"

/Egeans had no iron and were conquered by the
Iron swords of ICortherners, and if these North-
erners were Homer's cans, why does Homer
never even name an iron sword or spear head?
His men's ancestors conquered the js2gean so-
cieties.of Greece by pitting iron against bronze,

s.i why does ho always arm his nun with
bronze, which had crone out. for weapons, long

before his date? We misht as w>ll look for
bronze weapons in the Anglo-Saxon epic, such
as "Beowulf." a - In Homer, if the remote an-
cestors of his Achsans conquered the
of Greece with iron. Of thai conquest he has
no tradition; his tradition [speaks of the con-
quest and eviction of wild mountain tribe?.

The difficulty is only beginning. Though In
Homer the art is always demonstrable- ..-Kgean.

like the chariots, the bronze weapons and the
enormous shields, in all other respects he de-
scribes a civilization that is not .-Kjyean. that
is .\. an unknown quantity; or at least a quan-
tity which is not .^pcan. and lias left no known
proofs of Its existence in Greek soil. The re-
ligion Is not iSCgean as far as we .-an cather
from art. but Is that of classical Greece,

of Zeus: and the Olympians. Tie hurifi! rites
are not /Egean; the .-Egear.s always burled the
dead with rich crave goods in deep shaft craves,

or In a tholos, a stone built circular edifice.
Homer's people are always cremated, and the
bones are placer! in urns covered with a linen
sheet, and placed in the chamber of a hißii
earthern cairn. All tills, down to the linen
wrapping <>f tlie i;rn. was the European mode in

thfl Bronze Ape. and later, in Scotland, for ex-
Ample. This i? the Homeric method- hut no
Mich cairn lias ever been found on r.reek soil.
To explain this it has been supposed thai the

Achsans. when they migrated to Asia, burned
their dead and built cairns over the bones, that
these in their golden urns might not be dese-
crated by the hostile natives. But this is in-
credible, because burial in deep «haft graves

would have concealed the site of the remains
lit has done so to our own day in many cases),

whereas cairns merely invite robbers. The
Northmen looted every cairn In Sutherlandshlre.
Where then, ar»- the innumerable cairns which

the Homeric.age ?ht t<-> have left;in Greece?
Again, the costume of Homer's men and wom-

en \3 whollyunlike any that Mycenaean art rep-
resents The men merely wear smock and
mantle, the Celtic smock and plaid; but where
are there rir"'re<= ot such men on the cems
and painted vases of. say. 1200-000 B. C.7 There
Is in Homer a ereat break away from f..me
/Egean manners; others, the art. shield, ami

war-.hariot.s are familiar to Homer. In bur-
in! !••\u25a0 is of the Mid an>l North European Ace
of Bronze; in religion and mainly in costume

he is of classical Greece; in art. shields and
chariots he is .-Ks^an. and. when we examine
his knowledge of the uses of bronze and Iron,

he is Palestinian! His weapons are of bronze;

his toola are of Iron. •Xow. for example, in the
gnat grave-stead of Hallstatt we see iron creep
In gradually, very gradually, for weapons. Hel-
big could not believe that the Homeric p.-riod
of iron t.T ploughshares, axes, adzes and knives,

with bronze for weapons, ever existed. Poets
of the iron At-, he thought, followed a poetical
tradition of bronze weapons, l-ut trave them-
selves a free hand in the use of iron for tools.

Yet. if they followed the poetic tradition de-
rived from tho Bronze Au'e. tools as well as
weapons should have been of bronze in the
poems. That the Homeric usage-, bronze for
weapons of war. iron for tools, has actually
prevailed, was proved when Mr. Macalllster e\-

cavated the mound of ilezer. in Palestine. To
th< tools of iron and the weapons of bronze found
nt Oezer Homer's uniform description exactlj
applies. This stage of the metals was at c.ezer
a genuine stage, but in Creek graves of. say.

1000-000 B. ''.. we find iron weapons and bronze
we.tiions .ill intermixed. How did Honier know
of the Gezer state of affairs and why.as it ex-
isted, has it never been found In (Jreece?

Scholars who busy themselves with this old
puzzle of the Homeric age do not seem always
to understand how perplexing it Is and how
little any explanation yet piven explains it.
Tb.«i poems describe manners and ways of living
which are .'U real, yet ar~ not known ever to
have existed. Some things described are found
In existence beneath the soil Of Greece; others
are found, f-ut not In Creek soil.

THE HOMERIC TANGLE.

Oesterley shows that there is some justification

for believing that the myths embodyins these
elemental characteristics were pristine forms of

whlcfa in their Old Testament guise may

be designat< Ithe Tehom-nsyth, the Jahve-myth

rmd the Paradise- myth. Making use of ma-
terial which bad been floating tor millenniums
the Hebrew writers adapted it to yet I
spiritual v

HUNTING AHEAD

i"li.- relation of remote ethnic myths t<> the
developed Christian teaching regarding .sin. a

ur and Balvation is the subject of a schol-
arly i>ie<-e of research by the R>-v. \v. n E O*s-

m "The Evolution of the Messianic Idea,"
i ]\u25a0 Dutton ACo ) Primeval myth, li \u25a0.. d childlike in character, was the mode of
God's Belf-revelatlon t<< man .it a time irhen
from the nature of the case im> other wa
si!»le. it was In the elemental human .-motions

of fear, the sense «>f <!• i"nelence and th.^ desire
t.. !.. !kii!'> thai Bonn of th« earliesi o4 t!i,-se
pictorial statements ol truth bad their rise Im

The Putnams have done well to add to their
reprints of tho writings of the late Leslie
St-'phr-ri one of "The Playground of Europe."
that book In which the staid philosopher' and
critic Bhowed that he could write of Alpine
climbing with something of the enthusiasm Of i1i1

boy. Stephen's mind was filled with a rather
cold, dry light, and not even his love of the.
mountains could make his prose 'at all fervid.
If they stirred him to poetic emotion he never-
theless wrote about them as ,i practical man.
'l" Is, however, only makes his Alpine pages the
more useful, and, though hi.; descriptions of
wild beauty have nothing magic about them,
they are nt least vivid, and they are animated
by his zest for life in the open air. Th edi-
tion Is illustrated with halftones from admirable
photographs.

Professor Hubert W. Rogers, In his letters on
"Tl.-- Religion of Babylonia and Assyria, es-
pecially In its relation to Israel" (Eaton &
.Mi>in*>. has treated a rather formidable subject

m> cleverly that evrn the much patronized "In-
telligent layman" need not err therein. By way
of Introduction I>r. Rogers tells th'> story of tin-
excavations, since 1811, at Nineveh and Babylon
by means of which an ancient civilization has
been plucked from oblivion. The work of the
pioneers ;tt the mounds

—
Rich, LJotta, Layard,

Rassam ;»nd Jules oppert
—

was matched In p;i-

tlence by the pfforl of Grotefemi and other
scholars who set themselves to deciphering the
cuneiform Inscriptions, bricks that seemed at
finit determined not t<> testify. Comparing the
Babylonian sacred literature with th<- Hebrew
writings. Professor Ropers does not see how a
'casual reader could fail to discern a dependence

uf peveral Old Testament passages on the older
mythology. The Influence dates from th<- occu-
pation of Canaan by the Israelites. Even the
name Jahvveh was an Inheritance from Babylon.
Tho name only, however, for the Hebrew people
had ;t conception of God to which the great
thinkers In Babylonia never attained. It was
ethical monotheism that gave Israel its spiritual
supremacy, ;<n.l > he origin of that superior faith
can be found, says the author, In nothing short
.if,i personal revelation of God In human history.
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Rare Books and Prints in Europe.

Edgar Beecher Bronson,
the Big Game Hunter and Maga-
zine Writer, Begins a Remarkable
Series of British East African Hunt
Stones in the

Sunday Magazine
of eih:ak bk.e< hek bkonson.

TOMORROW'S TRIBUNE
Mr. Bronson has just returned from the same hunting ground covered

by Colonel Roosevelt. He was the guest of the ex-President's recent enter'

tamer. He had the same guide and attendants, and he killed the same kind
of big game, as well as passed unscathed through the same vicissitudes and
dangers.

Be Sure io Read the Sunday Magazine ol
TG-MORROWS TRIBUNE.

BUY OF ANY NEWSDEALER OR NEWSBOY.

OF

RC DSEVttT

QADIM ) CHOICE ENGRAVIMGS .Mez/o-
OHO a» / tints, Colour Prints. Ameri-

(frank I.; .ccna% 4c-)j MNE ANO RAR£
172 Sew Bond St. \ HOOKS, V,\LL\BLt AUTO-

London, W. / GRAPHS, &c

ti A -PRINT-BOOKS" write me:*^
.-an Ret you any book ever published on «njr

•üblf>-t The mo« expert book findfr extant. When in
Erxlanii call and \u25a0«« my BOO.OSO rare books. BAKER'S
CHEAT BOOK SHOP, John Bright «t.. Birmingham.

SOME ENGLISH LETTERS

Political Affairs and Opinions in the
Last Century.'

Some Kew Light on the Character of
the Third Napoleon.

Paris. June 12.
M Germain Bapst. in the fourth volume of "L*

Marshal Canrobert. Souvenirs dun BiecVe.** re-
cently published by Plon-Xourrit. present* a
valuable contribution to history. The true men-
tal, moral and physical condition of Napoleon

HI has perhaps never before been exposed with
such precision of detail or with such pict-

urtsqucness. Already in itM his health was so

undermined that ta« entirely lacked energy and
initiative. From his own observation he knew

fuM well that the Prussian forces, long before

Custozza. were greatly superior to those of Aus-

tria and Italycombined. Nevertheless, he was

incapable of resisting the counsel of the Em-

press and of those courtiers who predicted that

the campaigns of IMS would result in • "tri-

umphant victory" over the Prussians. It was

the insistence of the . --press that prevented

Napoleon 111 from carrying out his id. of
placing an army of observation on the Rhine

This measure would probably have averted the

\u25a0war. which was a crushing defeat to France

quite as *nuch as to Austria.
On another occasion it was the Emperor's ill

health that kept him from punishing Bazaine for

his intrigues in Mexico and his treachery toward

Maximilian. Instead of acting upon is original

Intention and summarily recalling Bazaine. he

waited until too late, and was at last obliged to

scuttle cut. as best he could, under the threat

made by Secretary Seward that unless the

French forces were withdrawn from Mexico the

armies of the raited States, set free by the

collar-^
°* thp rebellion, would crash them. The

news of the execution of Maximilian reached the

Emperor under peculiar circumstances. The

t'nivrsal Exposition was in full swing. Th

SuHan had succeeded the Czar of Russia and
the King of Prussia as the guest of Napoleon

111. Abdul Aziz is described as a man of rude.

micoath manners. He refused to offer his arm

t9 'he Empress. At the dinner table he con-

tinually glanced to the right and to the left to

cop how bis neighbors handled their knives and

forks, and he turned up the sleeves of his tunic,

all covered with gold embroidery, so as not to

*m] them The distribution of awards at the

rxpojition. a ceremony at which the Emperor

and Empress and their Oriental guest were to

reside, was fixed for July 1. The night before.

at a late hour, a cipher dispatch had arrived at j
the Quai d'Orsay. The minister was absent, and

the only attache on duty was Count Antoin-- d<=

Gontaut-Biron. The relecram was from the

French Minister at Washington, and announced
tfcat Maximilian had been shot on June 19.

Monsieur de Gontaut-Biron hastened at once to ;

the TuiUries and handed it to the Emperor.

whom he found in bed After having read the

dispatch, and without betraying the slightest

i
emotion, N3poleon 111 said: "You and Iare
the only persons who know of this catastrophe, j

To-morrov.- th» ceremony of the distribution of
prizes takes place T'ntil that ceremony is over
yiu must not open your mouth to living soul

about this message" The Emperor then tool
the telegram and put it under his pillow.

Next morning at S o'clock the Empress, who

had been confidentially informed of the news by

)n»r husband, dressed herself in black and called 1
Ione of her ynur.g ladies. Mile,de Marion, daugh-

ter cf the Genernl commanding the cavalry of

ths Guard, to-day the Countess Clary. Accom-

ipanied
by her. and without disclosing the secret.

she proceeded to the Church of -Koch, and
there, kneeling in front of the pillar which sup-
ports the altar of the Virgin, and holding her

head between, b^r hands, she remained in prayer
for half an hour. At the time announced for the
ceremony the E:nneror. the Empress, the Prince
Imperial and the Sultan took their places on the
dais in the centre of the Palais de linduakrie. |
Scarcely had they been seated when an side-dc- I
camp brought to the Emperor a dispatch an- I
nounc'r.g that the captain «.f an Austrian frigate j
had telegraphed frr>m New Orleans to th«~ j
Austrian Minister at Washington that Max:- !
milian had been executed, and that Juarez
had refused to deliver up his bocly. IWar-
?ha! Canrobert. who was seated near Na-
poleon, observed that the latt*-r hastily wrote

a few lines in pencil on a pa?'- of his notebook
which he tore off. folded, and sent to the Prince
and Princess Metternicn, who were present. The
Austrian Ambassador, after reading the message,
rose and with the princess eft the place. The
ceremony then commenced. As soon as the
hymns ar.d speeches on behalf of "th<; peace and
happiness of nations" were over the awards
\u25a0were given and the -proceedings came to an end.
Just at that moment copies of the "Indep^-ndance
B-lge" appeared in the streets, giving the first |

public intimation of the news.
The morale and discipline of the officer? of the

Imperial Guard in Paris .... are dis-
closed by a curious incident which Canrobert re-
ial»-1. The Minister of War had demanded cer-
tain accounts from the Colonel of one of the
regiments. This officer not having replied with

Indent
\u25a0

promptitude, a formal injunction to
;«* haste was addressed to him. This mes-
=>, as well iis its predecessor, was recen-ed

by the Major of the regiment, and his Colonel,
ihad been absent for tc-n days, had left word
. he was ""on no pretext whatever to be dis-
>*-fj." Th" last order, however, was so per-
itory that thr- Major went to the house of his
>rfor officer and there delivered it. The re-

..-\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0 was profuse in his thai and
ised himself in these words: "I have been
erribly busy ih'-s» last few days that Ihave
had a moment of tr.y own Cora Pearl, who
ibout to make her debut at the theatre of
Bouffes as Cupid in 'Orphe aux Knfers.' has
lost terrible English accent, and she pro-
nce* the Word "Cupidon' as ifitwere spelled
ioupidoun* ' Ihave been wearing myself out
ng to correct this awful pronunciation." This
ate was duly transmitted to the Minister of
r.and, according to Canrobert. the Colonel, a
ante at Court, was not «>ven reprimanded
apoieon ill. in ISHS. fully appreciated the
t that the Prussian army was in an admira-
tttate ofefficiency, and that its masters were

thoroughly prepared for war. Re waj» also pain-
fully aware of the lamentable condition of the
Frenri: forces. But he lacked the nerve and
\u2666•rergv to ct-t ready for the ptriiggle that he
realized was inevitable. Singularly enough, the
very men who came to the front after the fall
of th«; Empire were thos« who bad offered the

'bitterest orirx>ss*ion in the Corps Legislatif to
the ivorgajiization *>f the army. When Marshal
Niel did his best to persuade Parliament to vote
th« funds for the Garde Mobile he was inter-
rupted by Jules Favre. who shouted: "You are
trying to transform Prance Into a barracks."
The marshal turned slowly toward his critic
md replied In \u25a0 low. solemn voice: "And you!

, Take care that yoi *\u25a0> not turn France into a
cemetery*" It appears that Napoleon 111 had• a very poor opinion of Bazaine. and said of him:'~Hft is merely a br2<-e. narrow minded soldier,
trtterl:* igr.<=rant of the art of war and incapable

\u25a0<ff u*iii*-rsJan<!irg ans treatise on strategy"
'TJic Emperor n-x-crtlielcES yielded to his wife
.Tnd app'jiTitt-d Bazaine to the command of Che

. Array of the Rhine at the m..st critical moment

of his rtigu. This incomprehensible lack of de-
"icrroinatSon is. s*t forth in the most striking
;nanr.er by M. Bap«t. His latest volume gravely

'deepens ihc* reader's sens^ of i:.. weakness of
Napoleon Jil.

Th' Duchcfise de Dino. Tall. \u25a0;.van 1s niece, was
aii rttceedlngly interesting woman, in .spite of
occasional bursts of ill temper. Her grand-

"dayrhter and biographer, . th<j Princess Radzi-

GEORGE CANNING ANT HIS FRIENDS. <-<->n-
tnini^c Hitherto Unpublished Iyt'ers. .Tei\-
D Esprit, etc. Edited by Captain JosrHine
rtngo- Illustrated In Two Volumes. Svo.,
(23-463. EX r Dutton A- Co.

These two volumes contain a mass of hith-

erto unpublished letters, the greater ;,art of

which would seem to have he^ri served
among the papers of the Bagot family. They

includ- a large number of epistles from the pen

of George Canning—epistles which give signifi-

cant glimpses of the man and the politician.

While these cannot be said to form a r.-.nnect«»d

story of his career they are exceedingly useful

contributions to the full and competent biogra-

phy which is yet to be written. Much the same

may be said of the accompanying letters writ-

ten by his friends, men whom he loved and
trust Iand who stood in close relation? to him
—and some of whom served under him in the

Foreign Office. Among these long time friends
was Pir Charles Bagot. who, when British Am-

bassador at Pt. Petersburg and at The Hague.

conducted much of th- interesting correspond-

ence here reproduced.
Canning -was. we know, an eloquent speaker,

and the Duke of Wellington is quoted as Faying

that he thought him to be readier at writing

even than at speaking. His letters and other

documents printed in these volumes reveal the

high qualities of their writer— they are mark-

ably clear, acute and easy in expression, and

masterly in marshalled statement. They are

the natural utterance of the type of man de-

scribed by Cyrus Redding: 'There seemed to

me about him . . - something of the char-

acter of his eloquence, classical, tasteful, can-

did and conscious of innate power. A hand-

some mr,n in feature, compact in person, niould-
fd between activity and strength. . . • His

countenance' indicated firmness of character,

with a good natured cast over all." Irish humor

often bubbled through the statesman's grave In-

struction and sober recapitulation. The editor

takes occasion to present the correct version of

the story of Canning's last joke, the famous

-rhyming dispatch" sent by the Foreign Secre-

tary to Sir Charles Bagot, then ambassador at

The Hague. Negotiations between the British

an4other governments with regard to duties to

be levied on ships and goods had resulted in the

making of a satisfactory convention with

France. The Netherlands government failed to

evince any readiness for reciprocity and the ex-

asperating attitude of Falck. its representative

in London, resulted in the levying of an extra

duty of 2<> per cent against Dutch shipping. In

an official dispatch couched in the most formal

and stately terms, Canning communicated this
intelligence to Bagot. This proper dispatch

having been duly forwarded, the Sf-cretary's ir-

resistible spirit of fun came to the surface; it

had often l^en stirred, no doubt by the provok-

ing Falek. He sent to Bagot, the same day, a

"separate, secret and confidential" dispatch in

cypher which greatly Worried the ambassador,

who had not in his possession the particular

code in which it was written. The whole em-

bassy, apparently, toiled over it In vain, and it

was not until the anxious Bagot had begged

for th«» code which at last arrived that the

troublesome communication was read:
Sir:

Inmatters of commerce the fault of the Dutch
Is offering too lit! and asking too much.
The Ftench are with equal advantage intent,
go we clap on Dutch bottoms just 20 per cent.
(Chorus)— 2o per cent, -" Iper] cent.
(Chorus of English custom bouse officers and

French \u25a0 \u0084:i./)ll.l -I

(English*—We clap on Dutch bottoms JUSt IB per
cent.

(French)- You* frapprrc: t'alrk arrr 20 per cent.

"You have fretted me to nddlestrings," wrote
Bagot to Canning in a private letter, "and I
have a great mind not to give you the satisfac-

tion of knowing how completely your mystifica-

tion of np>- has succeeded. . . . Tlerney and
iwere up by cockcrow to make out hi maudifc
t^pSchi find it was not till after an hour of

U»<>st indescribable anxiety that we were put
:'out of our fear' by finding what it really was

and that 'you Pyramus' were not Pyramus, but

ionly 'Bottom the weaver.'
"

The ambassador
'
records that he got Borne fun out of it himself:

!"Iafterward put the fair de-cypher Into Doug-

las's hands, who read it twice without moving

a muscle, or to this hour discovering that it

I \u25a0was not prose, and returned it to me, declaring

i that It was 'oddly worded; hut he had always

ihad a feeling that the dispatch must relate to

Idiscriminating duties*.'
"

Perhaps the quaintest
;phase of this affair is in the popular belief that
;the rhyming dispatch was the sole communiea-'
Una made on the subject '<> the ambassador at

1 The Hague. Even J. A. R. Marriott, Canning's
Ibiographer, gives—apologetically— this view of
1 it. The publication by Captain Bagot of the
;formal official dispatch leaves the matter clear• at last.

Early in his diplomatic career Charles Bagot
j acted as British Minister to the United States.
jOn hearing that \u25a0\u25a0•\u25a0 had accepted the appoint-
: ment Canning wrote to him (in July, 1513) that
i"the hardest lesson which a ,British Minister'

has to learn in America is not what to do, but
Iwhat to bear." That Bagot thought that he had
Ia great deal of discomfort to bear is shown in

will,in Hm Beeond volume rhronl<pie de

1C":1 C ":1 1562"" which si ng through the

Iris somewhat the edge of her
brilliant memoirs by seeking I

ment for toning down the Irreverent
baracter of»Taneyrand. This •

forta seem to be concentrated upon th« demon-

atratlon th I >us Bishop of Autun. who

threw his mitn ov« r the windmill to plunge into
the Revolution, and was never hampered by re-
ligious scruples, finally became penitent and

died "at peace with the Church." Apart from
this, howev.r. one finds in the "*Chroniq.ue"
many Interesting sidHieht? on the Paris of Louis
Philippe, and some entertaining glimpses of the

Ish court when Queen Victoria ascended the

throne. The Duchesse lie Dino was really more

ie in England than In France. In an ex-
,li:ine. of confidences between her and tht;

• -s I.ieven. wife of the Prussian Ambas-
pndor and intimate friend of Metternich, this
lady remarked: "The Queen? She is simply

too astounding! If at n she has such

r-xtr;:ordinar>- force of will, for Heaven's sake
what will she be at forty""

Perhaps the most Interesting chapters in this

volume a -<s those which describe Talleyrand as
\u25a0 m i Even to the last he retain.

statesmanlike grasp upon European politics, and

hi.= rwwrkabj* Intellect, his brilliant conversa-

seemed as fresh and fascinating as ever,

rved th- j.l.Msant.-st Impressions

of his journey to the United States and had a

high opinion of President Jackson On the oc-
of Jackson's famous message to Coi
;. when the claim was made against the

• -i.-nt of Louif
-

v the Iromediat
• f the promised Indemnity of five

\u25a0 \u25a0

irs. the Due \u25a0'\u25a0 then

Minister of Foreign Affain
•'--it the message was a piece of Imperti-

nence not worth> of attention ft was Talley-
•• - right, much I

noyance of the Minister, by explaining to M.. \u25a0

.\u25a0.

\u25a0
• • rter all. Jacksoi

\u25a0

H. Insisted thai it would be a -•

t to keep hei
•

\u25a0 United States
' '

B.

Still another novel left by Mr. Marion Craw-
ford is to sea Uie light. Like "The While Sls-

A characteristic note from the hand of Mere-
dith has been sent to the London "Spectator"
by Mr. John Dennis When walking one morn-
ing, thirty years ago, through Covent Garden

Mr. Dennis ventured to suggest to the novelist
that his want of popularity "might in part be
due to eccentricities of style." This criticism

received in a friendly spirit by Meredith,
but his critic was uneasy and apologized after-
ward for his frankness. Here is the letter
which the apology evoked from the novelist:

Dear Dennis: Be assured that i have no other
feelinp than thankfulness to one ho can take no-
tice of my work without seizing me by the collar to
shak? me and I\u25a0• -ii pitch me upon Covent Garden's
cabbage leaves, l have found it rare to be treated
otherwise In the land of bulls and bulldogs. But
you spoke in the tone of criticism, and if not
wholly. I could partly agree with you. When I
think of what isay of others, I fullyaccord the
right of the world to have its reply upon me: and
all that'l pretend to do is to write as well as Ican.
Faithfully yours. GEORGE MEREDITH.

Itis recorded that one of Meredith's admirers
once wrote to him asking for a little lightupon

"The Shaving of Shagpat." This was his
answer: "The author's masquerade was as-
sumed with Occidental earnestness ander an
Oriental gravity, but Ifancy that he did Incline
to play with ideas behind it."

Current Talk of Things Present mid

to Conic.

George Meredith earnestly wished that
oftinal biography of him should i»- underi
ba( it i.- quite possible that, as in the i

Thackeray, his wish will be disregarded Hia
hanking friend, Mr Edward Clodd, la to
pose a series of articles embracing hi- ollei
dons of Meredith's tabU talk, and -"it of these

\u25a0 t k will probably be mad<

HOOKS AND AUTHORS.

We »urn . the book
Ideas bearing

upon ;. . rhood ol man. X"et w« i

\u0084 \u25a0
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-
lously, for 1

I doe, not hold him In a flrm grasp. The
if hall formed

Mr. Galsv '\u25a0 • dwelling t.>,, !\u25a0.... i social ] pbei Hi-s

scorn of i:r:;:s; dulness amounts to an
fiion. "Fraternity" discloses a vague discon-
tent, war;.: ivelist's art He attaches,

h signify ance •

in, and it would be good for hla
,-, to work for a tun.- in mor;

objective n od

\u25a0

\u25a0

\u25a0

\u25a0 the i

% to end. Mi. . . • nd makes th<

• \u25a0

\u25a0 .. rotid

mcml en of a I

\u25a0

\u25a0 \u25a0

•
\u25a0

• •
.\u25a0

tind« himself in the 1
wife. Hui

\u25a0

could not ci \u25a0 I more mlnut....
Bul In

•

be without his >tory. or, rather, •
\u25a0 . :..,.;•. ass." Bent upoi

ection \u25a0 to an un-
, . • ntional cod. n \u25a0

er in b ;t> at large ><r In the Intimacy

;]>• life, he carries hta m< n b
\u25a0

\u25a0

;t i-. thai he i .
iary com< dy to l \u25a0•\u25a0 a fa< U1

own devlsin
'

\u25a0•\u25a0" \u25a0•'• :: \u25a0

racter among not an be-

ing!

It is important for the social satirist, espe-
cially when he is writing fiction, to know his
own mini and to keep his temper. Is he actu-

ated solely by blind Impatience with things as
they are. or is he moved rather by thoughts of
better things to come, criticising with a con-
structive purpose in view? In short, where
precisely does he stand ? Th» readar is bound
to ask these questions, and whatever else the
novelist's answer may be it must at least be
clear. Mr. Galsworthy's reply to the interroga-

tion raised by each of his novels leaves us ;i

little in doubt. We wonder if he '•••-;\u25a0\u25a0 •

knows his own mind. Sometimes his humor
seems a ... more than sardonic. It pupjrests

something like a gxudse against societj : not, of
course, a private grudge, but just the hard and

bitter resentment of an observer hopelessly out
of tune with his surroundings Then, again,

this writer's touch se^nis more that of the com-
paasionate healer, the man who looks on life
with wistful sorrow but dreams bright dreams
of possible rrferoF?. Iffhas never left a more

ptrangely mixed impression thai he leave? In
"Fraternity."

FRATERNITY By John Galsworthy. ISmo, pp/.vl
356. G. P. Putnam's Sons

Mr. Galsworthy's Latest Satire on

English Society.

A (THIOVS NOVEL.

It is odd to read in these days, in this very

letter, Bagot's conviction that the United States
"will not be a great nation," "will never attain
to healthy maturity as a nation." He heartily

believed that "a government founded on Jaco-
binical principles is an absurdity." That was a
lons time a?ro. as the dates of th.- letters in these
volumes draw toward th- "30s the tone of the
various English diplomats in Writing of America
changes greatly. Rarely do we come, upon any-
thing as tart as W. H. Lyttelton's description of
the President, whom he calls "John Squints
Adams." He writes to Bagot in 1827:
Ialso have very similar feelings to your own

about .1. S. A. himself, who, of all the men whom
it was ever my lot to accost, and to waste civilities
upon, was the most doggedly and systematically re-
pulsive. With a vinegar aspect? cotton in his leath-
ern ears and hatreti to England in his heart, he
snt In the frivolous assemblies of Petersburg like
a bulldog among spaniels; and very many were the
limes that I drew monosyllables and grim smiles
from him. and tried In vain to mitigate his venoiy..
So I .in;,- away, satisfied with having put him in
the wrong —•

\u25a0• second best result. When he name
afterwards to London Imade some fresh attempts
to thaw and sweeten the caitiff's temper but fruit-
lessly. He passed ••"\u25a0. and 1 believe was, a scholar,
a Greek one scarce, I should think, on his side
cf the Atlantic. An elegant scholar I think it
impossible* lie could have been, but faith! he gave
me so ex.-eerlinsr r^panriir a share of his conversa-
tion thai Iam but an i!l-<iuali!ie,i Judge If It were
merely from thai circumstance.

various letters frc.m Washington quoted by his

descendant. He writes to his friend Sneyd con-

cerning his new house in "Squashington" that

11 is built of unseasoned wood, "that it rings

like a vault, that the doors won't shut and the

windows won't open, and that it stands in a
wilderness of brick kilns." He adds:

A pint of American summer would thaw all
Europe in ten minutes. Sir. it l.« dreadful it is

deleterious— it leads to madness. Ice houses take
»iro and scream because they cannot bear it. There
is do enjoyment here—all Ican hope to do is to
prevent being unhappy, and that I shall minace
by looking- forward, or upward, or backward—any-

how but YankeewanV
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Those who own any relics of Dr. Samuel
\u0084, are Invited to lend them to the

I . luded in the. exhibil
:. . i-. which will be held durii

ie, u>,}
;>hnson bic<

Ther< tless i

are cherished In thi*
t\ \

\ work entitled "Documentary History of

American Industrial Society" is announced tor

ation In the autumn. The bureau of >"

dustrial research and the Carnegie institution
been long engaged upon the prep i

of these volumes, which are Intel ded to

\u0084 |n \u0084,.. . ;.clings with industrta, and vvitli the relations between capital

and labor and like questions. Details briefly

\u0084 ,; are as follows:

I
U-, [\u25a0 !\u25a0,.•!

-
"iCommons; \ olumes IX-X.'• '"'^

tivi analytical tades

The Macmillan Company, by the way. has a
-

announced divers other Interesting vol-

tor the fall. One of these is m»« New

N.w York.' written by Professor John C. Nan

Dyke and Illustrated by Mr. Joseph Penne.ll.
\u25a0 er work of a topographical nature win be

«A Wanderer In Paris." by Mr. K. V. I.ucas.

That clever Englishman has also comi

-The World of Men," a com-

n to -The Ladles' Pageant" and he has

I, preparation a book of essays. One of the

Important of \u25a0 I the new books announced
\u25a0s flrm is th« work on 'Concealing Colora-

tion in the Animal Kingdom," upon which Mr.

Abbott Thayer, I ter, and bis boh. Mr.

Gerald H. v en laboring for anum-
ber of year* In texi and picture these authors

r \u25a0 expected to make valual le revelations.

ter," which we reviewed only a short time a*<\

the story promised by the Btacmillan Company

for the autumn willhave a Roman background
•Stradella" is its title, and it is built up about

certain romantic passages in the. life of the Ber-

th century Italian musician of that nam-.

• \u25a0

. • • \u25a0

..\u25a0•••\u25a0
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TRAVEL.
THE COLUMBIA RIVER. Its History. Its Myths. lt«

-: T.*ry. its Commerce. Hy Wiiiiam Denim Lyxaa.
V/ith x> i!lustratlor.3 and a map. Svo. pp. xx. 40.
,•: P. Putnif.:'s s.>ns»

In the "American Waterways Series."

CHIEF CROKER NOT TO RESIGN.

Fire Chief Edward F. Croker completes tweaty-

tiv.> years of serrlc* in the Fire department oa
Thursday. Kfforts are botrti; made to raise 11.500 to

present some port of testimonial to him from tha

inori of the uniformed force. The letter asking tor

CorUritK'.tions from the men was taken yesterday 13

some uuarters to mean that the Chief was goisg t»
resign. .
•I have no Intention whatever of retiring **•»

Mr. Croker when asked ahout It. "Iam feeteS"
better than ever btfore. and Iam more interested
In the work. As for any testimonial or \u25a0.-.er, I

don't want anything of the sort."

REPRINTS.

~">

-

- -
\u25a0»

i

POETRY.

BIOGRAPHY.
THE I.IFF AND TIMES OF MASTER JOHN" Hr

,
»_

Count I-Utznw. Illustrate.!, dvo, no 33s I•*?
Dnttoa & Co.) iv' \u25a0 (E-

P.
The story of thf career of a Bohomian refnT-m-the late f..Urt-*nthand parly flfl^nth centur£™ W <*

.SIXTY TSARS IN THE WILDERNESS. Son c Pa™bjr the Way. By Hear? w. Locy. H-|h;.^J. H.ap* R
- * *v<>-^ xii

- «•• •& I

Memories of an Enprllrh Journalist.

"fiction.
TEMPERED STEEL. A Romam*. Nyny HerWt s vilory. I2BMH, pp. 42R. <F:. F. Fmi.-.o & "V*S' *»*•

A tale of oli Erglan«l.

THE QUIRT AND TUB SPm. Vanishing s^p-.
-

the Trxas Frontier. By K.':,-ar Ry»
S nwL'J?

THE WHIRL A Romance of YCaahrngtoa SoetotT" \u25a0FAxrrnft liavl.- lllustratM !,v Harrison r%2r:. Martin Justice. lL'm... pp. jy.m. .rw^ M^»
A story of political Intripu* an<l tore making

EZEKICI.. By I.uryPratt. Illustrated by F-Mo'rV n__
Stert*. ISim. pp. x. 554. iDooMeJay. pae» &'',:jf

The vtOTT of a little colnrft boy.

THE BLACK FLIER. By Edith M.ir*-an. ir.isfT.t-.by Howard Chandler Christy. V^mo vt> I** y *\u25a0••
Yard & To.I

*^" ~
'*"?*

An automobile story.

HISTORY.
AX HISTORICAL INTKOOf-fTION TO THE JI»S

PRELATE TRACTS. A Chapter in th« Evolution 2
R*-li«ri»us and civil IJhertr in Englxn<l By Wmjaai
Ti^rre. Illustrated, fcvo. pp. «. 350. ,E., E. "p. Pa^\u25a0 a

»

JUVENILE.
FRIEXDS OF THE HfNTED. By John Howa-«1 Jewett.Illiistrat.-ri. l^m<>. pp. I1& iDoilce Publishing Con£pany.)

Stories of the lirtle rr«Mfiir»«« of the fle!^;as^ wood.

LITERATURE.
OLD FBIEND? BMnc Ijterarr Recollections of othwpry. .« By Wi'llam Winter. IHuMrate-i *rr>. pp. «Wl

Memories of Lomrfeltow. HolmH. Bay^ri Taylor
r'"-!<*ns. \Vi;k!»Co!ilr<« and other literary r~ritr>nax-SIncluding a numVr of |crr»r« and an tr>r<"r»stlng cot-leorion of portrait.".

SIX MASTERS IN DEXULCSIOX. By A!*ar ThewU.
.Svn. rr. »HI. 163. .E. P. Dutwn A ro>

For.rrn«-!>. Prosper M«rim*e. F^-iinani Fjftr*Htiysmans. Uaeterllnrk and Anatoia F-anc* ar» ti»
wrirrrs «t';died In th«*!>e .-=-,• s

THE CLAIMS OF FRENCH POETRT. Nlr;»Studies tathe <;r»ater French Poets. By John C Kaiiey. Wpp. xv. 313. (Mitchell K»nnvr!«v.i
Ftudies "f rh» work of Marot. Ronsari r^ j>t>-

?*!n». Andr4 Ch#nier, Victor H'jc. Lfontq d» Llj!j
and li»r?'!la.

MISCELLANEOUS.
THE FOTVER OF SV.t.T-SVr,GK?TI^S By Ht.

Samuel Mc'imh. l». D. lirr.n. pr.. .v>. (Sfc-j^
\u25a0

HOY.' TO BECOIIE A I-ATT ?TENCW">RAPHFrK. A Cora-
r-rvirim of I^e.i: Form* for ?r»nozrap>;ers salTypewriter Ap*raror^. Compiled bj W. L. Ifaaea.
Sro. pp. l'V.. ir«a«ji- Pitman dfe Sons)

Containing a <-nmp>te se- of !->ea! documrota te>
i-orrpan:«vi by explications and directions for arra=j»-
m»r.t on th* typewriter

LESSONS IN THE PR'">PF.R FEEDING "F THE YJiX-
ILT. By Winifred S. <;th;vj. Svn. rP *i ,j;*w
Tork A."so--iati;n for Improvtns the Co-dlt'.nn \u25a0' th«
Poor »

THE MORAL. ECONOMY. By Palph Earton Ferry.
12rro. pp. 207. (Cnarlea Ff^i^ner\u25a0.« ?onj.»

H<~>W TO »"<^ctK VEGETABLES By 'i!:v» Oreea. lffs«v
pp. v. *4.1. fO. F. Putnam's ?m« •

AUCTION BRIDGE AND UOVT TO PI^AT IT. 3v '^?-«-iin Browntnif. ISno, pp. iv, VOX. iS. F. Dutti^
X Co.)

THE MENTAL MAN. An Outline of the Fin'ia^-r.Jils
of r«yl-o!o?-.-. B-r Gusta* GottTleb "KTesztaS M. A.
Umi. Ip. -T2. (Charles E. Merri!! cnnrrany.>

NATURE STUOY.
TTIE BALANCE OP NATURE AND MODERN CQSOt-

TIONS r>F CCX3tT«"ATIOX. A Pr^-tica: JCsaoal e£
Antmul Fr>»s and Friends For the Country <Vnf.»-
mar. t,he Farmer, the Forr?r»r. the <;ardener wit*n
Sportsman. Ry (^or^e Abb»>. U'lth I.V) drawirj*
Svo. pP- «Jr- 2T5. <E. P. Ptirton *i»

witn PASTTRE.-5. B,- Win'hrop Packard. I!lusfrl*»l
br Charles* Copel.ir.d. l<smo. pp. x. 242 L (Boston:

Maynard .<: i"o>>

A croup of es?a>-3 on the N"ir Kr.s'.a.sii country^
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