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LICENSED TO FLY—THE MAILDIRIGIBLE OF THE FUTURE.

Our artist Imagines the 'cross-Channol passage of the future, and shows a royal mail diriflibie.
1910 may seem a wry early date at which tb fix the coming of such vessels, yet aerial navi-

gation is progressing at such \u25a0 rate that none can call the date impossible. Already the
Aero Club of France has issued a circular stating that "brevets de pilots svisteur" Uicenses
tc use flying machines) have been granted to Messrs. Wilbur Wright. Henry Fsrman, Dela-
grange, Bleriot, Ssntot-Dumont, Etnault-Pslterie and Captain Fsrber; a.d **- the same time

Mr Sandon Perkins, lecturing before the Liverpool Geographical Socieiy. n«a stated his belief
that the North Pole willbo reached by aeroplane, and that he hopes to head mn aeroplane
expedition next year, -Ihu«raud Lonaoo N«w».

Here in t!.e lar.d of the tn we may $mile at oc-
casional allusions to the "JlttU re*l sr!ioc!house";

\u25a0»\u25a0« may carp at con-iltlona existent la seme of
our present day school system.*, frown at mention

xcith Manager- -Amazing In-

ertia of Official*.

Main RcqmmU for Teacher /? "Pull"

CHILDREN OF EMIN HAVE

POCTR INSTRUCTION.

RIDICULOUS SCHOOL
SYSTEM lH IRELAND

Small wonder than that of th« 6.830 schools 3,603

consist
"'

only one room each, not much larger

nor mere sanitary tl\na tho average Irl.«h cottage.

BataD WOOder, too. that whjia the average number

of pupils enrolled for each school Is 125'-j. the aver-
ax« attendance U M. fluctuatlcs wllli weather and

The Irish board Ol e«luc*t}on appears to be an
or!tsht«Ti<vl body. At the hands Of this board a.
truly Überi education might b*i dlspen*d. but.
unfortunately. Its hands are tied. .Above It aro a
government and ties anit which disregard nearly

all of Its BUggeatieas and refass all Its requisitions,

says Mi?:.Kelly, «hi!« below ItIs a corps of teach-
ers for whose work It Is held rasponslftle. although

they are not under Its control. This control Is in
the hands of a 10-al school manager. Tho Inneither
appointed by the tmsrfl nor responsible to Its mem-

ber* or to any one. Yet hi St I* who appoints the
teacher, rays Ids salary from funds received from

the board, dismisses whatever teacher h«t pleases,

and sivea or withholds his reasons as best pleases

Jim.

partis concerned with education to work apart,

rather than to pull togstter. and lii« results are
quite In accord with ON laatsoaj employed to ob-
tain them.
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: -INDIANSHORTHAND WSTTIBE.
Prob&blv the enty tribe of real Indian *hort-

•aS^Sers la the world, who contribute and

ESLSTto the «ueewst newspaper now being

*Vw£h2 are those belonging to the Kaxnloops

audDouglws river bands, livingin the Interior
rfßrttMi Columbia. Over two thousand of

waves have mastered the art and regu-

£Sr wad ail the news pertaining to the rv

and" individuals in their curious Journal, called

Se "Kamloops Wawa." Fible hymn and
waver bocks are likewise printed in tills wen
taruaee. These natives have become members
of the Church. The writer, recently returned
frnm'this region, obtained a series of character-
istic photos together with some Interesting In-

formation in regard to these little known end

remarkable Indian folks. t-
This extraordinary advance in Indian culture

ttsj brought about tiiro-igh the efforts of a
French missionary, Le Jeune, sent out from*
Brittany a few years ago. Kamloops, the head-'
quarters of Missionary Le Jeune. la some three

r"tCTdred! miles and more northeast from Vie-' toria, the capital of British Columbia. Just
'•cross the river, a tew miles up from the town.

Is the main Indian village, or rancher!?. Here
the natives congregate in large numbers at cer-
tain seasons. for this is the important centre
of ladiar. life for some fifty to one hundred miles
around. The occupation 1b principally hunt-
teg, ashing and ranching, and farming on a lim-
ited scale.

Before Mr. Le Jeune began his educational
\u25a0work the tribes of this locality, livingalong the
cicyonß «Jid banks of the Thompson and Fraser
risen in British Columbia, were unable to write

\u25a0 their language, and had no written literature.
\u25a0 'although each possessed a language which had
•*<aa extensive mythology, preserved by oral tra-
*4VBSB. To-day nearly all these different tribes,

some half dozen or more, are writing letters to
one another in their several lanpuapes. reading
a new«paper. Bibles and songbookp, all by

.aieans of shorthand. Pastor La Jeune found
that to be successful in bis mission it would be
absolutely necessary to devise a system of corn-
taEnlcation. He taught the Indians of the vari-
ous tribes to write their language, and showed
them a sign to represent each sound which they
tittered in pronouncing their words. The signs
*"ere simply the shorthand symbols of the
Duployar. phonographic system.. After workingout an Indian vocabulary in his
Shorthand signs containing nearly all tho words

\u0084 cs!ano;:ly employed in everyday u?=a^<». the- pas-
tar. la the early fall, when the village was thick-

t
Iypopulated, first showed and explained his r-ys-

vtea to or- of the bright Indian boys. He took
-to it Intuitively, and set to work to decipher

sane Indian prayers which the pastor pave him.
Before Christmas he had pretty thoroughly
le«me<3 the art of writinghis language, and, bo-
lag pleased with his rapid success, be set to

at once to Instruct his friends. The new
talk language" created widespread interest,

«id the Indians were all eager to learn it-
Soon the young as well as the adult members
0.. each habitation for miles around were en-
B»s*a In practising the new method of com-
mtmlcation—Lillian E. Z«?h In The World To-lay.

NO PINS IN CHINA.

"When you talk of the awakening of China. it«

adoption "of Occidental ways and Ideas, one cla-s
of business men will not »prrce with you

—
manufacturers of pins.

China frankly does not like the slender, sharp
-

pointed instruments considered bo necessary by

the Caucasian woman, or ho&ks and eyes. It
prefers loops, frogs or the simple string. Even
the most persuasive of pin missions rise make
very few converts. The great argument in
favor of the pin

—
time saving

—
does not appeal

to the Chinese. If they havo anything, It is
time. They were having It when our aboriginal

ancestors were experimenting with common
thorns, which were the pin's ancestors. They
do not know what hurry means. They are uot

SO htrongly Inclined toward applylujr Its defi-
nition.

—
Van Norden's Magazine.

A PLAY BY MEXICAN INDIANS.

That sight as we sat upon the patio veranda at
the Sun Nicholas hacienda ••• •• became eensibjo

of a plaintive chanting iv the direction of the

Indian village. We had heard it on one or two
previous evenings, before our excursion to Topic
but, supposing it to be a vent to th» musical In-
spiration of th<; natives, had not Investigated It.
This evening, however, it continued for an un-
usually long time without variation. and in-
quiry was made as to its moaning. Kaiser In-
formed us that a rehearsal was In progress
every night until midnight of a play to bo given

during the Christmas ilesta. This "as Inter-
esting, and we all walked out to witness th« per-
formance. ,

Under the trees In the Indian village a weird

and picturesque scene met our view. At a small
table eat a man with uti open book, v.hllo In a
semi-circle before him stood all in- men ana
women of the village, and in the centre of the
semi-circle, directly In front of the table, two

youths were blurring with sticks and at the
name time chanting sentences after the man,

who reaJ from the book. All the men were
wrapped In their colored scrapes, and a tingle

torch shed an uncanny, flickering lightupon the

eccn«».^ showing bare beads and dark faces in
outline. They were Intensely in earnest, and
the spectacle reminded one of savages perform-
lag some rite. It was a Scriptural allegory they

\u25a0were rehearsing. One of the men with* sticks
represented an angel, the other the devil, nnd
the angel was fighting the devil. Ithink the

devil was vanquished, though wo^did not etay to
see the result of the conflict.—From "Beyond the
Mexican Sierras," by Dillon Wallace, in Outing.

CANCER A DISEASE OF HIGHLY DEVEL-
OPED CIVILIZATION.

Spread out a map of the world and mark the
countries that have progressed farthest Inma-
terial wellbelng. in education, government, .san-
itation and other essentials of modern civiliza-
tion: thoso are the countries that suffer most
from the cancer plague. Intireeastern world,not
Asia or Africa, but enlightened Europe: ins the
western, not Mexico, Honduras Or Panama, but
the United States and Canada

—
theso. are tho

countries most grievously afflicted. No savajge

tribe is absolutely Immune, but cancer assails
most violently those peoples that have reached
the highest points in civilization. And not only
this, but it apparently bears heaviest upon the
most sanitary and enlightened parts- of the?o
countries. InEurope the nations that suffer most
are not Russia or Hungary or Italy or Spain, but
Germany, France, Sweden. Norway, and. above
all, England. In London the greatest mortality

is found, not Jn the East End, but in Hamp-
Ktead, Marylebon< and Chelsea, which include
the city's wealthiest parts Similarly in Now
York, the Russian Jews and Italians who so
largely populate the crowded tenement sections
are comparatively immune, whereas the more
sanitary parts of the town are favorite breed-
ing places. where d sea sea of known conta-
giousness, like tuberculosis, typhoid fever, diph-
theria and pneumonia, nmst abound, cancer
seems to find a less strong foothold than In

other more salubrious sections; as by some my«-
terious and inexorable law of compensation it
finds its way mainly into the homes of the pros-
perous and enlightened.

—
Burton J. Hendrtck. In

lfc<lure s.

OUTRAGES OF THE TELEPHONE.
The Drunken Sailor's fate having: been satis-

factorily settled, what shall be done with the
Telephone Fiend? This distressing problem is
agitating more than one long suffering .soul.
T!i.> Fiend is petticoated, rarely trousered, who
holds you up until you are ready to hurl an-
athemas upon the very Inventor. Where Is the
specialist who will conquer this disease of the
wire

—
disease that is Working such wholesale

havoc, riflinghusbandly purselets, stealing Time
bodily, breaking the needed rest of invalids
without a qualm, and robbing the "party" at

th« other end of all surety of peace? For all
else seem we to have found a quietus, but for
the "caller up" at any old time or place no rem-
edy seems forthcoming.

That the telephone lias Messed many a man.
saved many lives and helped pile up fortunes Is
truo, but lias it not cursed boom women, ruined
luore lives and hastened domestic misfortune?
It has. Has it not become the favorite pas-
time of the woman with nothing to do? It hae.
Doefl Itnot accelerate gossip? Aid the flirt and
the wayward, constantly? It does. Self-In-
dulgent women waste their husbands' money by
ordering food over the too handy telephone,
rather than bother to Areas for the street,
thereby losing both their wholesome morning
exercise and their chance thriftily to secure the
best there is for the price at market or at stores
from which the family larder Is supplied. The
time wasted by women in foolish 'phoning can
never be offset by time gained by forehanded
men in business, for what shall Itprofit a man
ifhe gain the whole world ifhis "world" is lost
through oily?

Telephoning, from a habit, finally becomes a
rice and a menace to the courtesies. It has de-
stroyed the line art of social correspondence. It
has crowned Ha<«te with Courtesy's laurel.

—
Minna Thomas Antrim, in Llpplncott's.

through the late labors Of Sliackleton. the Ant-
arctic Continent now appears to extend from
Victoria Land west to Enderby Land, and from
"Wilkes Lund across the South Pole to Palmer
Land.

—
Major General Greely, in The Century.

A GREWSOME MEMORIAL OF FALLEN SOLDIERS.

The church of Solferino contains this sinBuiar arrangement of the cUulis of very many llJtlffl
who fell at the battle of Solferino, in Juno of 1859, when the allied French and S»£°'"'™armieS under Napoleon 111 and Victor Emmanuel, defeated the Au.tr.ans. under Franci.
Joseph. The allies lost some eiflhteen thousand men, the Austnans some twenty thousand.

THE ANTARCTIC CONTINENT.

•"«r
St}^**have b*en the historical vicissitudes

BT*u»hL. •** Continent. A figment of geo-
Creat f.» .cy cvolve<J by Ortelius m 1570. the
JisoH«h^f^a.Cook thought that he had d<-• cac i~? '*

la 1":- n«-«uacltate<J by an Ameri-* sadiw;!: . B'i>:i!'n-r. in 13'JO. it took form
>-.rti£^, location under Wilkes's darins and
ttwaT^?lT*»T?I<jraUotlß of 1840« supplemented -by'
*ll«!na îwill **"• Enderb and Kemp. Ross

i-hit th« \u25a0•'•»'» discoveries from his chart?.
'-••JScallv 2"ltlri*-m "*

aß theoretically and Brfen-\u25a0"jywniMUMetad by the treat Physlcistf?.
£33t rh?J^s Murray. Slowly evolving Its tan-
iViUAi r^1^,°,lrouSh the discoveries of the Get-
sKc«h.i

-
the Scotsman Bruce, the Bel-

i. th*Pr chmm Charcot. the Nor-
Lareea and the Englishman Scott.

SUGAR INSTEAD OF ALCOHOL
The role and Importance- of sugar as a rapid

reliever of fatigue Inon© which we are only Just
beginning to appreciate, and which goes fur-
prleingly far already. Ithas been Incorporated
Into th« most hard-headed, cold-blooded, mat-
ter-of-fact diet on earth, the German army ra-
tions, especially Uie "forced march" emergency
ration. No other food of its bulk can take Its
place, It Is the belief of careful observers of
men. particularly In the tropics, that the larger
tho amount ofsugar and sugar containing foods
they aro supplied with, the less alcohol and
other stimulants they will crave. For Instance,
the United States government now buys the
best and purest of candy by the ton and ships
it to the Philippines, to be supplied to canteens
and masses, finding that its use diminishes thecraving for native brandy: and it has long been
a matter of comment from thoughtful observers
that the amount of drunkenness of a race or
lass is in inverse ratio to the amount of sugar
it consumes.

—
Success

HOW IT HAPPENED.
•-vi?N Vm,yOU Bx\ the spring overcoat?'.Veil, you sec, Iha«i a sure tip on a horse-ace

"
inever knew

T
one of those tips to pan out"".Neither dia I So Ididn't play It. Put the$%ZZ££ZW overcoat ead.-'-Louisvl •

5 -. the VAMTV or criminals.

'"uJ^!?^010 1̂8 si>'^ak of the braggart vanity of"

sJrL5 a**> l Itis true of erotic offenders, per-
Ihn«v th* ti:i!f v>

'm tr-n of the number of

fcetfwJr" fooled the police merely by way of
j^

u*"«wation. lie admits the premise that
j.c \u25a0*• *!«>i ever to become a criminal, and
ihntV?* Ills triumphs only to indicate to you

-ftlcifIw**1" hf is not an absolute idiot.
itvTf \u2666v atool°Slsts !"-:'' out li'childish van-
I^J*»»» criminal who bedecks his person with
•naif fita \u25a0\u25a0 '- prosperous. In this the crtra-
w', no vain, r than bis honest brother. But" £»/=%.Bre '

JUt lh' °" v sort of property that
'•i^TTsalely Possess, as was the case with the•
l*e» 2J~ c old da>'s when they were the driven

f;vjr The criminal may not with any safety* jrBMT%a
'

depositor, and he is usually too
autiL0!a s »dthrift to carry a roll of cash:

"iv«m\, $* tilat *f he ls rreated and can show
--V.WCHandsome diamond ornaments and a valu-'it, watcn. he win have no difficulty in seeor-

"rli«~ good lawyer and a bondsman, and will
**\u2666*aghtlng chance for acquittal at his trial.

r*S? always, be it understood, the crook is
f^lrS-,lnU) the wtndows of the House of Re-

with wistful eyes. "Al"Adams, with
\u25a0r*r,tnan a million dollars earned from his des-

irrr1*Policy gambling, which robbed children
rW If periixJe* and caused starvation In tene-
1b « Borneo. found himself an enforced hermit
\u25a0Mtv.

Cvi? d Clt- - *
Kven his family did not live- *-m! "J" a \u25a0•*• of roomis at the Ansonla.

f«isL&.a*Jan eße servant who had no personal
,"™« tw hbn« the man lived alone. He craved

i!cZ*U assocla tlon. Sometimes he got It on
r \A F̂'T^}tacta from chance acquaintances. But

\u0084"•"*ouid shorts J' be identified, and again there-Jf'iZ7 utt"r loneliness for liim. He shot hini-
"7" oead.— Charles Somerville. in Everybody's.

CARELESSNESS IN HANDLING ICE.
Scarcely another article of human consumption

receives so much direct handling just before its
use as does tills food. Milkand water, tea and
coffee are injured. Bread, meat. and butter are
cut Bread, probably handled more than any
other food on the list, has a hard crust which
oilers a rather unfavorable lodging place for

Btrm life. Ice, on the contrary. washes tho

hands of every person who handles It. and af-

fords an ever ready liquid medium for the im-
mediate absorption of the hosts of bacteria
which hands may carry. The carelessness of
the handlers of ice. their utter disregard of the
resting place where it may receive infection,
may be partly due to their lack of realization
that ice is a food, as real a food as meat. What-
ever the cause, few substances which pass
through the digestive processes of man receive
ruth treatment. Its surface contaminated by

the passage of men and horses in the cutting, Its
sides and base fouled by muddled platforms and
smirched straw, covered with the filth of black
ice cars and dust-swept freight stations, your
cake of ice commonly receives Its onlycleaning

Just before it enters the Ice chest. So far as the
iceman is concerned, this Is generally a hasty
brush with a time-worn whisk broom well filled
•with the dust of the street and blackened with
constant use. According to the personal testi-
mony of various icemen, not even tho precau-
tion of a momentary washing beneath the faucet
is ordinarily

—
Hollls Godfrey, In The At-

lantic.

THE KAISEB A JACK-OF-ALL-TRADES-
" -He is a yacbtsmau and an equestrian. He• •«_« _ write a song, and sine or play it most credit-' ?•\u25a0 * êre l8where he scores one on -Mr.
-,-"OCEevelt.) He is a lover of games, excelling at

ciiess and (whisper it) poker. He Is a capable
••<•«« ar-.j kaou-£ how to criticise other artlstF.
trw

"['?incol"? incol" ana an experimenter in alec-
"\u25a0Haty. He is a theologian and has composed a
Irdyer. He is a horse breeder and keeps a stud.
,^» literary taste is considerable, and his library
f*Wyrkable\ He can command a ship or a repi-«««. a fleet or an army. He can discuss cook-
\u25a0vlß *verydetail and teach editors how to runiceji_ papers. He thrums a jcuitar musically.
«veafcj \u25a0" languages fluently, ana can make
f*^ecaes that £:; the world with rumors of war.'

s \u25a0^^nccesE.

"They do not." said he proudly. "Tm taasMnw
them he th' nathural method.**

Of 9uch chaotic conditions Is th» present day

school system of Ireland, and under soeh a regiai*
Is the Irish youth forced to receive his Instruc-

[ tion. Such teachers as those Instanced are be-
ginning to be recognized as encumbering timber

Iin some of the more enlightened localities, and 1t»

!such localities conditions are be«inninf; to fee Ba»-
:proved. Yet In many towns and villages medisrvai

prejudices, ancient superstitions, anS reUgV»u»

bigotries still shut out the light of learning. awl
unless the germ of enlightenment to trjectad tntr*

the sluggish body of Irish educational prtgrw*

the country promises to continue In coinparttKe

ignorance for many years to come. FT> .";

AN ENGLISH TEMPERANCE MOVE.

Plan to Restore the Public House to Its Tra-
ditional Use.

A great movement to restore the English pn%o9
house to Its traditional use as a place cf ease.
recreation and refreshment has been Initiated in
England. /

Lord llalsburr. the ex-Liord Chancellor, presided
over a gathering of peers. Members oCparlfcuneat.
clergy and others, at which It was decided to estab-
lish a True Temperance Association. The aim of
the movement, says "Tha London Express," Is to

associate the moderate people all over Urn country

who dissent from the extreme and destructive pro-
posals of puritanical teetotalers. In a reasonable and
sane policy of proving licensed houses by rawJsr-
tng them more like the Continental resorts, wiser-*
the ordinary man feels no shame insitting with his
wife and children— cf thus reducing drunk-
enness. :7 '-

Lord Kalsbury drew a clear distinction between
the methods of teetotal repression and the aims
of the True Temperance Association. inhis intro-
ductory speech.

•"!*>)«• crcat aim of our orsjnnuation." be esid.
"willbe to try something which has not teen tried
yet Jn this matter— appealing to the will and tha
heart of the people, instead of resorting to mere
means of repression. If you were to train up a
whole body of abstainers who were abstainers be-
cause they couU not pet drink, they would not be
men. they would be slaves.

"The view t: the temperance party is to improve
the public house out of existence instead c- im-
urovtag it for the public use. They regard th*
public house as a disgraceful place to go to. and a*
a place which. if \u25a0 man visited it.he should leave-

""lsTta» he had a drink.
Lord Halsburr. "that"Is it surprising." aafced lord Halsbory. -«**

the public !><iu.<*e shon!d have become a mere ariafc-
ing shop? Itcannot be denied that such results aava
been produced. We want M alter all that, ar.d to
-lake every- puM!<- ho»i«* a decent place of refresh-
ment-and "resort." This declaration was greeted
Wl-t4b?"Ay*?Ks of this iJL MMto to try to.remove the *ti<ma which attach**. to the public

house. said I-«rd Salisbury It is <j hard that
a respectable man who lives in » y*t^g»*taanl& tx>
debarred from s*tt!n*a .irink and from fri^dlyIn-
tercourse with other men simply b*eause- it H»

thought that to frequent" a publichouse
It»

him
as a leas nwpecUiMe raembw of society. Itis als<*
a em°oUS.fi!nydrin*.in* is the better." "^

Triaky. Slcane atraet ;

in the mtetvsts of free and hci\u25a0'.'r.y *9tiai
Uia,

fate and a constitution built on potatoes, strong tea. I
sour bread ami a climate M damp and enervating
as to be world famous."

On the mouths and hands of the pupils in one
district were evidences of ringworm and another
jqueer sore, beginning generally on the mouth and
Ispreading to the hands, and. bains transferred to ;

other hands, as quickly went to the mouths. The j
cause of this was almost immediately evident in i

The use of slates
—

slates In use In most of MM
schools and cleaned by what Is known as the
"natural method." Inquiry proved that paper was |
'•too expensive" for use In the acho»lroom- f

On<? popular method of teaching is to put the ;

lesson on the blackboard and let the children ab- i
sorb' it by eaylng it la chorus until the words j
gradually Ret beneath the skin. Whether the ;
meaning Is there or not t»e«ms to make no differ- ,
ence, so long as the words are taken in. For in- :
stance, the learner takes a long look at the board.

'
takes a mental Inhalation of the words thereon ;
Inscribed, then, with his eyes shut, he chants in a
dreary monotone:

'
"M-e-a-n, mean. Six times

eleven is sixty-six. Murder is a mortal sin. Nine

from twenty and eleven left. Th« cat has four ,
feet. Do. ra. me. fa. The harp Is the musical in-
strument of Ireland."

Another of the farces of teaching in these
schools seems to be the Gaelic revival. The edu- |
cators of the country rant about the truth and ;
beauty concealed In Gaelic literature, but It j

seems concealed beyond finding: to the pupil, and ,
moreover, as the educators refuse to translate It;
into English, it Is difficult for others to share their j
enthusiasm. At one of these Gaelic sessions a 1
group of twelve or fourteen children were gath- |
ered about a wild specimen of mankin lie roared !
unintelligible sounds at the children and they .
roared them back t*t him, with no books, no in- ;
dividual instruction, no guide except the bellowing:
of their Instructor. After the lesson, as he and |
the writer went out Into tho dampness, he said:

"Did ye see how Igot it out of them? I'llget a j
good sum out of that lot, come examinations. ;
Three shillings a pass Iget. and Ithink one way i

or another I'llmake them all pass." I
"And If they don't?" \u25a0

"11l lose me three shillings, that's all: and what
'

I've tpent on book* fur them, and copy book*.
Tut they'll pass because I" teach them bo th*
nathural method. The child Inits cradle Imitates ;
the sounds it heats about it;but does it under-
stand those sounds? No." .

"But those children," said his companion, "are
beyond cradle age. They imitate tha sounds you !
make—most clearly and distinctly they Imitate j
thtm—but don't they '.nierstand?" , I

Moreover, while the regulations admit of no stu-
dent younger than three years, one who seemed
hardly two sat in th* chair next th« master's.
There was quiet and a generally occupied air in
tho room, when the peace was suddenly shattered
by the voice of the schoolmistress, who called
wildly:

"John! John! For tha love of hlven, will you
look? The child's eatln* chalk!"

John was the schoolmaster. He seised the child
with a practised hand. Inserted a practised finger
into the breathing apparatus, and. while tears

streamed down the faces of the schoolmistress and
nine of the children, he labored energetically until
the chalk was reclaimed.
In commiserating with the troubled woman

teacher, who still suffered from the excitement,

th» visitor remarked:
"I wouldn't In them «nd that child. Sbe's too

young."

"And where trould Iput her. thin? "While I'm
here teachln" the others, here Ihave to b»."

"And It is the astonishing truth that the teach-
ers wore husband and wife.** -writes the author,
"that nine of the fourteen children were their own.
and that they all lived la the schoolhous"*.

"When Icongratulated the master on his thriftl-
n»ts in supplying his own scholars, he looked at
me with rather morose eye, though he admitted
that without them his appointment would lapse.
Even the w*enlest on-> had to bo enrolled to k**p
the numbers up.

'• "But It would be a convenience.* h* informed
me. 'if they lived a little way off, for while some
teachers have many a day to themselves whm rain
keeps the scholars away, there Is no such luck
for me.'

"

And yet. with conditions Ilka these existing, the
managers still continue to select the teachers, flnd-
lns It millmI—I and profitable to retain their Bub-
eervlent i.n<l unenlightened teachers rather than
apply to the board and bring reform and modern
methods about their heads. Pome of the more in-

telligent and younger managers have selected
trained teachers to fillth« positions In the schools.
Nearly all of tha mistakes, the cruelty and th^
shameful neglect ire directly attributed to the
uneducated teachers. In the schools kept by tV
latter the rooms are dirty, damp, unalred, and
once a year are swept "by order." There Is no
attempt at decoration, no word of beauty, no music,

no play. Tha tenches are too alga, to alloY the
feet of the young learners to touch the floor, and
their bony little backs have no supports to rest
against when they grow weary. Yet these things
are not known by the officials higher up becau*-s
they look to tiMM net quite M high up to look
after thoin. Thes; In turn look to somebody else
who. in the tmlless chain of official red tape, looks
to somebody else, and thus education in Ireland l«
made a continual nightmare, while th*» youth of
tho Ihi;.l are working under pressure to l'aru the
merest rudiments of the "thre« R'a."

PUPILS' HEALTHNEGLECTED.
"Thin sanio amazing aloofness." conunurj Miss

Kelly, "of one government official from another
obtains In the question of school health. This is.

of course, the business of the manager ami teach-
ers, but they relegate it to the health- officer of the
district. For him to inspect the school would be
contrary to etiquette, so when an epidemic breaks
out he turns drowsily in hi* official chair and closes
the school, and the children, thoroughly Impreg-
nated, retire to their homes and fight it out with

agriculture, holidays and religious festivals. For.

to quote Miss Kelly, ''these astonishing truancy

statistics are. natural to a rural population, bit-

terly poor, where exists a close connection between
agriculture and school attendance. At all seasons
Important In the life history of th 3potato the

rollbooks would suggest a plague. Hardly a child
can be spared when there Is so much to do and bo

few to do it. At th» harvesting, too. of the other
crops the school benches will be bare of glrla as

well as of boys, for girls can either glean in tha

fields or 'mind the chllder." while their mothers
and even their grandmothers snatch what they can
from the niggard land they love so well."

SOURCES OF SUPPLY OF TEACHERS.
The teachers have for years boon recruited from

the ranks of the Infirm,the Ignorant and the incom-
petent. Decayed, gentility, precocious peasantry,

the "spoiled priest"— young man who begins

his ecclesiastical training and stops it short of

ordination— Inconvenient relative ana the

black sheep. These have got their appointments
through philanthropy or Intorcst. and through na-
tional inertia they have kept them.
In one schoolhouse which the writer visited a

master and mistress moulded fourteen Incipient
destinies. Between teachers and pupil there was
Ml air of friendliness and confidence strikingly at

variance with what Miss Ksily had seen elsewhere.

of th« revival of th» birch rod, srumbl© about

matters of ventilation and general education; but

Ifwe disregard the odiousness of comparison and

compare our own public school system -with that

of Ireland, the startling difference calls up that

line of the American rural bard:

If you want to appreciate heaven,

just tarry In hell a while.

Itis doubtless putting it a bit strongly to com-
pare the putlic ischools of Erin's Ule with the

devil's dominion, yet a glanco at the difference be-
tween the conditions of Ireland ana Amatlca. which
le negatively brought out in a story on the schools
of Ireland in this month's "Outlook" by Myra

Kelly suggests a contrast almost Ifnot quite as

strong as that of the couplet quoted. The freedom
with which they run their school affairs, without
regard to boards or government, led th« writer to

comment on the glaring inconsistencies of the sys-

tem and remark to an eminent Irish educator
that such a condition would never be tolerated in

America. "Perhaps not." replied he. "but you

know America is a free country, while in Ireland
wa do as we please." This nice discrimination la

Quite apparent In the school work, which la a red-
tap« system tied into a Gordlan knot that no* po-

litical Alexander has yet appeared able to sever.

The 65 stem, ifitmay be dignified by such a name,

\u25a0eema to consist in an unwritten nsrreemant of *iX

7


