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The Furnace of Gold
ically: "but I reckon we shall have to j;et
al"iixwith these."

Heth looked the two mounts over critically.
They seemed to b« equally matched as to iren-
cral characteristics, since neither appeared
either strong or plump. >'• said, "Shall we
ride very far?*'"Xo, oh no, v.'.»' a pleasant little i>')^." re-
plied the horseman. "They call it forty miles
to Goldite by the ritlpi; "but it isn't an inch
over thirty."

Thirty miles
—

over mountains
—

with an

unknown man an<l her maid
'

Heth suppressed
a gasp of despair and astonishment, not i<>
mention trepidation, by making an effort that
verged u]x>n th.- heroic."Hut we

—
wecan never arrivein Goldite to-

night!" she said. "We can't expect to, can
tee:
''

"Ittakes more than that t» kill these bron-
cos," Van cheerfully assured her.

"
I an only

guarantee that the horses will make it
—

by

Heth flushed. He evidently entertained a
!**jrnotion of her horsemanship. "Her pride
was She would show him something—

at least that no horse could make this iour-
oey without her! "Thank you." she said, anil
advancing to the roan she a.l.irc^s*-.! herself to
l>~v«\ "

v illyou please help me up? Mr.Van
c.»n help my maid.

\u25a0 Dave prinned and performed his officcs-as
Jt-st he could, which w.is strongly, ifnot with
cracc. Van shixik a threatening li^t behind
his captive"? back. He had.........
honor to himself.

Fairly tossing the greatly delighted little
Elsa to" the scat on the bay. he mounted his
own stur.'y animal an.l immediately started... below, leaving ...maid
to trail behind.

The girl's heart all but failed her. Whither
were they Jjoinp. an<! toward what fate? What
could be the outcome of a journey like this, ur.-
dertaken --o blin.ily with no chance for resist-
ance? The horseman hrnl stubbornly refused
a reply to her question; he was calmly ri'iin^
offbefore them now with the utmost iniiiiTer-
ence in his manner. There was nothing to <I<>
but to follow an<l rt~-i«:n herself to

—
the Lord

alone knew what. Th<- little roan mare, in-
deed, required no i:r£iiij;: she was tupirini; at
the bit to be off. With .me last 1.-ok <! h< lp-
lessness at the station and Dave, who some-
way bore the hint of a fatherly air. siv.
charged her nerves withall possible ...
an«l rode on after the leader.

Klsa ..... her bronco to tru>s^e ...
tail of the column. She dared to cast one shy.
tii«*-i>ncertinj: little glance at Daye

—
and he

suddenly ... he would burst into flame
and consume himself \u25a0-\u25a0 ashes. .

I'lli. {Treat canon yawned prodigiously where
its rf-ck Rates stixjiiopen to jrrant the party

admission to the san< turn of the hills. Shct-r
walls, austere an'l frowning, rose in

sculptured ... on either si<le; but the
trail ... was s,. r<-.i 5-. twetn some sc.it-
tered wil-ipeach shrub-, interspersed with >i-

casional
•.... clumps of manranita.

The a:r was redolent of warmth and fragrance
that ........ have advertised tin-
presence in the hills of some j.-o<!il<-ss
< f love,

—
some lofty, exalted, invisible god-

dess, guarded by her mountain snows, yet still
too languorous and voluptuous to pass without
at 3t-^t trailing < n tho summery air the breath
that exhaled mm \u25a0....• was all a de-
light, despite vajrue alarms, and promise
ahead was inviting.• V.;n .... ... with never

rr.mh as- a ... of h:s head to the horses in
the rear. ii. seemed to have quite forgotten
the two half-frightened women in his wake.
Beth had ample opportunity for again observ-
ing his look of strength an.l grace. However,

f"ur»«l her attention inu.h divided between
tumultuous joy in the mountain grapdeur,
bathed m the marvekiusly life e» King air, and
( ...... outcome of the day. Ifa faint
suggestion of pi.ju.- at the manner in which
'.h«- horseman ignored her presence crept sub-
• ons. iously into all her me.litations, she did
not confess it to herself.

Elsa's horri'l little habit of accepting ar.v-
thinj; ami everything with the most lrre^jn.risi-
ble complacency, rendered the situation aggra-
vating. Itwas' so utterly impossible to .liMtiss
\u25a0with such a being even such of the morning's
developments as the relationship of mistress
and maid might otherwise have permitted.

A mile beyond the mouth of the cXtfion th*-
blight ascent was ended, the chasm widened,

rough slopes succeeded the granite wall-, an.l
a \u25a0 harming little valley, \u25a0.-..- and
dotted with groups of quaking aspen trees,

it.i-h*-d Far toward the wooded mountain
«••\u25a0•\u25a0 hugely ahead. Jt was like a

dainty hill surrounded lake of grass, abun-

dantly supplied with little islands.
The sheer em hantment of it. bathed as it was

in sun jjoM, and sheltered by prodigious, snow.app«-<l summits, so intensely white against the
intensity of azure, aroused som<- ma. n«w
ecstasy in all Bath's being. She could almost
have .lone something wild,she km w not what.
an<] all the alarm subsided from her thoughts.
As if in answer to her tumult «.f joy. Van
-s)urr.-<l his pinto mto a gallop. Instantly re-

to h«r lift of the r. ins, Beth's roan
went romping easily forward. The Lay at th.-
rear, with Klsa, followed rhythmically, i>oun<l-
ing outa measure on the turf.

ACOMPARATIVELY short session of this
more rapid locomotion sufficed for the

transit oi the ( ovt; that is. of the. wide-open... The trail then dived outof sight '<\u25a0 \u25a0\u25a0

copse where pine trees wen- neighbors of the
;isj«t)<. Win disappeared, though hardly more
than titty feet ahead. Through low banging
l«>u>;li<. that she needs must push .isi<l<\ H«th
followed blindly on. decidedly piqu< d by tin-
wholly ungallant indifference to her fate of the
hciMinan le.iilinj; the way.

She caught but ;iglimpse of him now and
'again in the density «ii the growth. How
strange it was t<> be following tlius inockly.
helplessly perforce with some s'Tt of con-
fidence, in the charge of this unknown mountain
man, to

—
whatsoever he mijrlilelect! The ut-

terly absurd part ofitall was. there was nothing
else to <!••- .m<l :t was pleasant!

At length they emerged from the shady hulls
of trees, to find themselves \u25a0 >nfr< mt« d by the
wall <•! mountains. Already Win was Hding up
The sloi where larger pines, tall tin.kets of
preen cninkapin; anil ledges «f n>ek compclletl
tile tratl to many devious windings. Oner

imore the horseman w-is whistling.his Toreadi r
refrain. He did n.^t l<«>k back at his .harps.
That h< w.is watching them b«,th. from the tail
of his eve. was a i.i'-t that Beth felt—and re-
sented.

The steepness of" the trail increased. At• times the meager pathway disappeared entirely
It lavalong r k̂-~.tli.it pave n>> si^n <jf tlu- hoofs

i that had previously rmij:metallic. clinks <>n the
cranite. ll<>w jheman in the lead discerned :t

•here n..= a matter Beth fuU! n"t comprehend
S. .mt half-confesse<] meed of admiration, .il-

•rea«i\ a^t:rin her nature for the horsemanand
•his way. increased .is he breasted the ascent.
iHow thoroughly at hmr.<-. how much a part •>!
it all. he appeared, as he r< m!«- on his pony!

Two hours <>f steady ilimbing, with her mare
oblique beneath h< r weight, and Beth felt an

awe inher being. It was wonderful, it was al-
nv^t terrible, the fathomless silencr, the alti-
turles, this heretofore unexperienced intimacy
with the mountains' very nakirdness.

' It was
strange altogether, ami impressive, tin vast un-
CitUling <!the w-irl.!below, the frequency with
which tht pathway slcirt*d some <i.irk pr« :)\u25a0!. I—

an«l th<' apparent unconcern of the in.in
ahead, now s<> absolutely master! And

—
11*1

that soul inviting exhilaration of the air
aroused those ecstasies within htr spirit th..*.
she had n.it known were there.

HPHEY were r,. \u0084r:n>: th<- summit of th<- pass.1 .... feet below th«- sn..w

To the left a mighty chasm trenched the .^i.i-... bottom lowered away to •?• j
•>;

--
>i

mysterious blue. Its sni,-. above which the
three -^.'iit ponies picked their way. was a

jagged s.-t of terraces, over th# brink of whiih
the descents were per™ ndu ular.

Rising as it to "t,.,r Urn way, the irowning t« r-
r..< <• apparently ended the tr.nl against •\u25a0!!
farther advance. Ilcre Van finally halted, «'.r-
mounted. and waited for liis.h.^rp-s

H«th r<«!r up uncertainly, h.r bnrwn eyesl
closely scrutinizing riis; f.,i.. It appeared .-\u25a0\u25a0 \u25a0:

they h.ni .\u25a0\u25a0in«- t-» the «n;l of everj'thing. th#-
place for leaping off into downward spare"

!.< t me see if the <in< hrt are ti^h;." said the
horseman quietly, ars<l he l«j«;ke«! to the girth of

, her saddle.
It w.i< found to be in ....

\u25a0 ondition
The yirih on the bay hr tightrned, carrleoly
pushing Elsa'a foot aii.l....... aside for the
pt:rixr..

Hi -nn horse now showed unmistakabU
sijjns of weariness. H<- h.nl tr..\el«<! >im

twenty-odd miira to arriwat Dave'a befon
undertaking th-.s jr<-<itt bit of hardship. Sin< •
then Van had pushed him to the limit <\u25a0! hi^
strength and sj^-,-.!.in theeffort t0r....h <".< Iditc
with the smallest possible delay

If.i expression of »vmpathy came for •\u25a0

•»•,..n<l into th<- horseman's steady eyes/ as he
glanced to where his pony wai standing, it

qukkly gave war t- something more ihmru-
t..b!i- '.A he 1<».k«.l up ..: Beth, in ,i>\\..:.> <r,y

on.c in<r<- to th<- fore.
\u25a0Both of you give them :>\u25a0<• rein«." he m-

••\u25a0... "Just drop them down I-el
the broncos pi.k th<- trail." lie panol. thrn
adde<l as ifon •second thought, "Shut youreyo
i: you Jin<l you're. getting dizzy."

Heth turned slightly pale, in ant« ipation • f
some ordeal, undoubtedly imminent; but the
l.H,k in her eyes was < i.< of splendid courage".
She mi^'ht feel that they wcrt .ill al the gate ol
something awful but her.nature ro« to meet it.

She 5.,i.lnothing: slu- Minj.lvobeyed directions
and li-oiailwithm wemotions on the somewhat
«!r<M.pmj; mare t«> whom h« r own safety was sti-

ttu t< .1.
Van was f.n.-e more inhis \u25a0 a'Mle. lieitart« .1

anil th<- ponies behind ,\u25a0\u25a0••••\u25a0

plodding at his hei Is.

A- .ahead they encountered ..
•**\u25a0 change, and Beth could scarcely repres! a
}•.!-]> •\u25a0! surprise .m<l apprehension. The trail
was laid upon the iner<--t granite shelf, above
that terrible < hasm. Sl»- was •.rrificd, frankly
The man and pony in the lead were cut with
startlniK' sharpness' against the gray of the n» k—

the calico coloring, th<- muscular intensity
the benrling of t!.<- man t.. every motion— .\u25a0•

they balanced with t« rrifying \u25a0 ...-s above
the"j>it of death.

For a moment the s^irl thought nothing oi
herself and of how she too must pass that awful
brink; for all her concern was focused on thi
man. Then she realized what she must do, was
doing, as her roan mare followed on. She was
almost ..n itherself!

I!, hand flew down to the r.ins to halt the
pony involuntarily. A wildthought of turning
andvflceinK from this shelf of destruction
launi hed itself upon'iier mind. It•>"\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0 folly. ;>

tbisE impossible) There w.r nothing to do but
}..,on She halt. .1 h.r im]wlne :. attempt the
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